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South Africa Today
Now for the Real

Struggle

The selection of articles we are republishing in
this pamphlet were written over a period of 15
years starting in 1980. These years saw the the
growth of the political fight against apartheid
regime. [t also saw the continuation of structural
changes in the South African economy. Taken
together these produced a complex interaction of
social forces within the country which, together
with the external demands of Western imperial-
ism, brought about the decline and collapse of
the apartheid regime. Although the articles obvi-
ously do not predict the details of this process,
their general predictions made as early as 1980
have proved extremely accurate and have been
confirmed by the developments of the 90s.

Our argument that the black nationalists move-
ment was entirely consistent with the needs of
the South African capitalist regime stems from
an analysis of the economy. The needs of the
South African bourgeoisice could be clearly iden-
tified at the end of the 70s but it took a further 15
vears to achieve them. During this period we
have seen prevailing ideologies abandoned like
wor- out shoes and new ones assumed because
they seemed to fit. This process has continued
since the ANC assumed power. What we have
seen in South Africa illustrates the Marxist axiom
that the real basis of society is 1ls economic
structure and it is here that its dynamic lies.
Politics, ideology, morality and the rest are sim-
ply superstructures erected on this basis and
reform of these superstructures is dictated by the
needs of the economic foundation.

For the South African bourgeoisie it was neces-
sary 1o reform the organisation of capitalist ex-
ploitation: it was necessary o introduce a new

political dispensation to do this and with this
must come a new ideology. All these things are
reforms within capitalism and illustrate the abil-
ity of capitalism, even in its present decadent
phase, to introduce reforms when the demands of
profit dictate this. When capitalism has pressing
needs it finds organisations and actors to carry
them through. In South Africa the only political
organisation strong enough to bring about the
abolition of apartheid was the Nationalist party
and, despite the fact that it had made apartheid its
platform since its foundation and had spent the
years since 1949 building the svstem, this is what
it did.

The only political Torce able to rescue South
African capitalism from the crisis which it found
itsell was the African National Congress(ANC).
The fact that the organisation was banned and its
leadership in gaol simply meant that the process
took time.

The subjective beliefs of the various actors in this
process are not in the last analysis relevant as
they are propelled into the roles which capitalism
requires. Since the election the ANC's role for
capitalism, which we identified in these anicles,
has become even clearer. Faced with budget
constraints and the need to attract foreign capital.
it has reacted like capitalist governments (he
world over. It has attacked the working class.
The so-called “socialist™ election promises have
been forgotten. Sirikes which broke out have
been. as predicted. broken by the ANC. Whereas
workers previously faced police violence. they
now face more subtle ideological atacks. Over-
all workers are being told that now democracy
has been achieved they should be prepared to



make sacrifices, Mandela called on steel workers
to end their course of “resistance”™ which was a
hangover from apartheid and embark on a course
of “reconstruction.” i.¢. not to strike and to
accept present conditions. ANC ministers have
condemmed strikes for scaring off foreign capi-
talist mvestment! A strike in the car plants was
broken by making a concession 1o foreign capital
and removing tariffs on imported parts. Skilled
workers, such as the car workers, are now being
told by the ANC that the relatively higher wages
they receive are in some way responsible for the
massive (30%) unemployment in the rest of the
economy and pay demands are irresponsible.

The detested VAT on basice foodstuffs which the
ANC promised to remove is still in force. The
Reconstruction and Development Plan which
was supposed to cater for the unemployed and
homeless has produced virtually nothing. There
are still 7 million homeless who when they
occupy vacant property are evicted by the South
African police who, of course, are now control-
led by the ANC. Those in the townships who
have been refusing to pay rents and other charges
since the mid 80s have been informed that they
must pay up after January 1995 or face eviction,
1.e. the ANC is going to collect the rents which
the apartheid regime, despite all its violence
could not collect. None of this should surprise us
at all. These are the actions of a capitalist govern-
ment faced with the problems of capitalism.

The only reason the ANC government is in-
stalled is that it is better at solving these problems
than the apartheid regime was. For the millions
of workers who supported the ANC and the
ANC- controlled unions all this is a rude awak-
ening. The general political point made
throughout all these articles is confirmed by
these events but still needs restating. It is no
longer a valid tactic for workers to support their
national bourgeoisie in any way whatsoever.
National liberation is today impossible and any
support for the national bourgeoisie simply puts
weapons in the hands of the bourgeoisie which
they will not hesitate to use against the working
class which supported them. Workers™ blood has
been shed to bring the ANC to power yet con-
ditions remain fundamentally as before. Although

apartheid has gone capitalist exploitation remains.
The cause of the wretched conditions of the
working class was nol apartheid, it was capital-
ism. The ANC are now the administrators of
South African capitalism and they have been
installed precisely to increase exploitation and
restore profitability to the South African section
of world capitalism.

This involves attacking the working class, and if
waorkers have actually shed their blood to put the
ANC in power it is even easier to attack them. If
the working class had pursued its own struggle
independent of the ANC, as advocated by the
CWO, they would be in a much stronger position
to resist the attacks of the new administrators of
their exploitation. Future developments in SA
can only further expose the ANC for what it is.
However, as in Europe there is now a union
structure in South Africa able to take a more
radical position than that of the government. As
in the metropolitan countries the unions are able
to give credibility to the government though they
pursue the same capitalist ideals. Thus a clear
break with the ANC will not be easy to make for
the majority of the working class. However. with
the demise of apartheid the issues of class will
become the dominant ones in South Africa. This
means that the road for class unity between black
and white is now more open than it has ever been
before. CP January 1995
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Workers link up across racial divide

ASS STRIKES
N SOUTH AFRICA

For the past four menths Scuth Africa
has teesn swept by a wave of classg

str ugg;e and wi desvread revol®
againsi the aparthe‘d aystem. Over
50,000 workers have stiruck and whole
townships have battled with the
~police. These tattles have often
involved street barricadea, the
burning of police vehicles, buses and
cars, ané the leoting of foodshops.
Over €0 pecple rnave been shet by the

police.

The strikes represeni the highest
level of clazss struggle South Africa
has experienced since the war. They .
nave been far more organised and
extensive than thcse of the last
magsive sirike wave in 1973. They
have seen, for the first time ever,
Black and Coloured (mixed race)
workers uniting in z major strike.
Tnis cscurred in the Volkswagen
strike snd in the strikes at the
other car factories,and indicates
that she South African workers can
overcome the divisions which th i
ruling class Yas imposed upen then
:lrouch the apartheid system. rikes

whic ve cccurred have generated
SJ*pa.ny strikes, pa“'*cu‘ rly where
workers have been victimised. Within
a ~eek the Volkswagen sirike had
spread to 11 other factories in the
car producing town of Uitenhage.,
Similarly, in the Johannesburg
ici worzers' surike,
city worxers giruck in
sympathy with power station workers
who had been dismissed for sitriking.
The sirike then spread to dusimen
ané sewsge worxers and even tuallj
13,000 council worxers were maxthg it
the higg°s~ girike againsi a single
emplover in South Africa's history.
The strikes have also veen
actively supported by the communities
in which werkers live. For exanmple,
when 800 meat workers were disnmissed
for participating in a solidarity
gtrike, an effective bovcot‘ of meat
was organised :hro"~hout the town-
ships of the Cape peni nsula in
suppert of their demand for their re-
ingtatemenst. Similarly, a boycott of
flour caused & flour company to rve-
zploy T8 sacked workers.

All these sirikes have, as is
usual in South Africa, been illegal
and subject o police harassment,
However, in almost all cases workers

have returned 10 work with pay
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increases although these hazve been
far below what they have demandec.
Trhe moat notadble exception waa tb
Jonannesburg municipal workers!
strike which was broken by tussing
out the sirikers at gun point and
importing scaba. Undoubtedly th
gingle most significant advance c-
the strikes has been the unity of
Black and Coloured workers which was
achieved in the car planis.
However, despite the militancy
and sirength of the strike wave,
class struggle in South Africa is
vulne*able t0 two lines of sttack
ron the ruling cliass. Firsily,
that of directing the atruggle into
demands for unionisation and,
secondly, directing it intc the
channels of African nationalisnz.

Unionisation:
Strategy of the Bosses

The prcgresgive sectors of
African ruling class aras t
help Black workers set up
unions. These gectors, whese
interests lie in mining ani o
facturing, are supported in ¢t
by the European and America”
capitalists. The USA and the EZC
have drawn up codes of con éuc fer
rng operating in South Afri
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zich, amongst other hzngq

'
recommend recognition of Black treade
unioas. The three big motor

mpanies, Volkswagen, Ford and
IGeneral Motors, were amongsi the
firs: 1o recognise Black Iraie
unions. They wish toc see 2 ssigtle,
Black wc*king class whose grievances
are expressed b] “respcr31c;e'
unions, This is pars 01 a wider gim,
namely the ending of the apsribheid
systen andi the esuab’ls"“e v of =
Black capitaliet class united %c tne
White capitalists by their jeint
exploitation of the working class.
The government, whic represe:ts
zore reactionary -nte'es.-, tzese of
the farmers and the 55% of the
sconomy controlled by the State, hLas
registed these aims because ii under-
ands that they must lead to ihe
uniermining of the whole arartheld
system. The issue is not naw.

Black trade uniong existed in <he
1840's gnd by 1651 there were 1
million Black werkers in trade

unions, In 1953 a government
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commission recommended that Black
trade unions te recognised.
now, the nztionalist Government gsaw
this as incompatible with White
nationalism. Inatead they decided ic
crush the Black unions ané contirol
the class struggle by naked force.
In the 20 years between 1953 ané 1373
the Black worxzing class had more than
doubled., The suidenness and violence
of the 1973 strikes in Natal made
even the Government realise that the
existing system of open repression
could nct te continued, They have
radually been forced to concede on
the unionisation issue. After the
1973 strike the Government introduced
lawe which enabled workers to be
represented by "workers' lisison
commitiees", These commitiees were
1o exist in each facliory and be made
up of regresentatives of workers znd
representatives of management. These
commitiees were bosses agencies and
nothing more than a clumsy attempt
to prevent workers uniting acrcss
whole industries. Realising the
hopelessness of this attempt to
contain the class struggle the
Government set up a commission to
advige i%, 7The commission
recommencded recognition of Black
trade unions. A%t first the Govern-

went tried to exclude migrant{ workers,

who make up 30% of the workforce,
from the right to union recognition,
buti even on this they have conceded.

Earlier this year the racial
cclour tar on all jobs was 1ifted
'and Black unions permitted to appij
for Government registration. This
permits them to be represented on the
industrial councils which determine
wage levels and organipe arbitration
of dispuies in each branch of
industry.

- here can be no cdoubt that the
move to unionisation is being
fintroduced by the capitalisis to
control gnd police the class struggle
simply because the nineteenth century
meshods have failed.

The previous reccrd of Black
trzde unions shows they have been
just as anti-working class as the
White unions. During the Seccnd
World War they agreeé not to strike
tc help the war pians of the Govern-
cent. The ruling class were thus
able to fight the imperialisti war
~ith the help cof the Black workers
end then viciously crush the miners
strike which erupted after the war
was won. The presenti wave of strikes
shows the new unions falling into the
familiar role of bosses' policemen
that we sse in the rest of the worlc.

In those factories where the
s2s have favoured unions the
ikes have been far less violentg
in those where they have stuck
he 9lc sysiem. In Durban where
¢ bogses simply sacked 6,000
riking texstile workers, the
rikere rioted and attacked manage-
buildings. Pelice had to use
gas and baton charges 1o Testore
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order. Although the strike was
eventually brokXen other enployers
were worried that the strike and the
violence would spread to their
factories. A%t the SASOL plant,which
nakes oil from coal, and in the
Johannesburg council strike, the
tosses tried to use the liaison
committee system. AY SASOL gensral
intimidation of construction woTreTs
and the killing of one of then by
the army sparked off riote, burning
of vehicles and buildings and the
jeath of a White man. The site ]
became so tense that the whole wor:i-
force had to be sent home @ day early
with full pay. In the Johannesburg
council strike the council tried tc
use a works comrittee andé gn "in-
house" unicn, which the council
{4self created, instead ol an
independent union. Again tke tosses!
old methods failed and the strixe "
had finally to be broken by force o
police guns.

In contrast to this, where
unicns have been recognised, as in
the car factories, there has teen
"order". Instead of trying to aprezd
the sirikes, the unions have cslleil
for responsibiliity, moderation ani &
return 10 work! VWhen the Volkswagsn
workers came out the two unions
involved urged their mezbters "not ic
take pari in an illegal dispuse'.
When 11 other factories came out in
sympathy the Federaticn of Souih
African Trade Unions (FOSATU)callel
for "all sirikers to refturn U0 wWOrs
except those employec by Volkswagen".
mhe same organisaticns prevenied
Ford and General Mo%ors workers
from joining the strike when iZey
were on the point of decing so. )
When Goodyear tyre workers bypasses
the union to demand a léoﬁ.zncrsasg,
which would have brought the Traie =0
£1.60 per hour, the unions describel
this demand as "ridigulous"! When the
Volkewagen strike was settled with 2
27% increase, which brings the rate
to 80p per hour, (workers were
dezanding £1.10) the International
Metzl Workxers Federation in Geneve,
which funds POSATU, described this
settlement 2s a "breskthrough for
disciplined trade union action®.
Even in the Johannesburg municipal
workers strike (which had as one cIf
its demands trade union recogniticn),
the unton involved, instead of irryin
1o spread the Sirike to other woriers
and politicigse i%Y, spent its tize
petiticning the law coursa to
restirain the police fronm beating
members and stealing their
possessions., The leader of this
unicn, for his pains, was finally
arrested in the corridors of the
supreme court and charged with
sabotage - 80 much for the
capitalists' respect for the law,

South African unions are
Y0 maXe a2 place for themselves in
the cepitalist system and this means
proving themselves moderate zné law
abiding. IV means proving themselves
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t¢ the btogses not to the workers.
Nowhere is this clearer than in Por:

Elizabeth where Pord are paving ]
Zlack worxers to be shop stewards in

order to conlzin the class struggle,
Volkswagen and General Hotors are so0 -
impresged wiih ttis idez that they
will scon folleo
A1l the enerz" wo.hers spend in Yl
st*ugglin; for unions is wasted. As
these eventis prove, even bvefore {he
unigns are prone“lj established ithey -
are worxing segzinst the workers,
Wnen they are fully esiablished they
te what the bosses want - sherp
ft

].h .1

Africon Nationalism

Strategy of Tomorrow’s Bosses

I'ne guerrilla campaign of the African
rationzlisss ha3 been svepped up cover
the last year. Pclice staiicns have
peen aitiacked, Black policemen killed
and oil insitalliations abt SAS0L
gucsessfully boabed. Th-ough these
23320Ws 0N the 33%ate znd their
progagnnia for 3lsck rule the

african nationalists have been able
to infiltrete boih the campaigns
azainzt apartneid and the rlass
struggle.

in mig=ipril Celoured pupils

started 0 noycoit classes in protiest
237 the apoalling education they are
given. ©The schools are 350 crowded
trnat stuienis ave taught in shif{s,
P%2 annual spending per Colvu*e:
giudent is 2120 whereas for wWhit

tne fTigure iz £400. 7The anount spent
per "African" student ‘is £30, As
magpensdé in 304370 in 137 the
toycois scon 1ed to battles with the
zoiice ani enormous bloodshed. The
firs4 rezponse of the guthorities

was 45 arreszt the African
natvionalists in the communities
inrolved. This repression has only
led to greater syuratiy for the
Africen nationalists and it is they
wno have gained ©oss. The Govern-
ment's plans for securing the Asian
and Colourei peoples as allies

zainss the Africans by means of &
new conssitusion and a th ree tier :
pariiament are in ruins. ven before
<he troubles in the Cape eouh groups
had “&Jecveﬁ the Gove*nﬂeﬂt's p‘an"
beczuse thsy oa ie no p*ov*s on for
the Blacks During the boycott both

Biacit and nS ian at sdents sunnorteg

ne Coloureds, and the Colouresd
udents tock up the campaign for
the release o’ the imprisoned
Afr1~—ﬂ nati igt leader, Nelson
Man dc
it"o"‘ the intervention of

~::un1 ts to direct the class
struggle against gll forms of
caplua115_, the working classa in
Soush Africa will undobiedly be
zisled into supporting the demancds
¢S one parsicular capitalist faction
- the African nationalisis.

On the anniversary of the SOWET
killings of 1976 the African
nationalists called for a general
gtrike just as they have done in
previous years. Although this call
was not taken up, in certain other
strikes African nationalists have
taken control. In _a_strike at the

¥ord car plant earlier this year,
the trade unions were ignorec and the
atrike run by the nationaiists. 1In
this way ibe nationalists are oiten
abtle to succeed in preventing the
class struggle of the Black workers,
.But as the events in Zimctabwe prove
once again the only result of any
succesaful nationaliast struggle is =
change in personnel of the ruling
class. "National liberation" in
Zimbabwe has meant that the
repression of strikes, and the
imposition of austerity, is organised
by men with btlack faces instezd of
men with white faces., The
Zinbahwean workers have gained

hing There have been far more
syrlres since Mugabe's victory than
in the three years before it and
these strikes have only been z=i
with calls for patience and harder
work. The same occurred in
Mozazbique and Angola. Nationalist
siruggle is always the enemy o. class

struggle,

The Way Forward

The class st-uggle in South Afri
needs voth political independienc
organisation apart f:o‘ ruling ¢
iéeas cf both lef? end righi. A
BEur o"e, he main ba rier toc eife
organisaticn in South Africs
trace un‘ons. ffective orga- s
in struggles can oniy be aca d
through elected st*1£e co‘zi:zees

in frejuent comaunication with the2
workers they rep'esewt through mass
uee.1u5-. Such strike commitiees

T2 organisations with a real

yofenzxa for linking up and
spreaiing strikes because they do ns
have a nermanent existence as

refornist bodies like the uniona.
Each strike wave in South Africz is =z
potential surge forward for the Sousk
African working class. Their

econcmic demands may not be wox and
their gains are esten away rapl diy t¥
inflation - but each gain in
confidence, each lesson learnt abous
tke unicns or the need for
solidarity increases the poss
of advanced groups of workers
organising around a communist
perapective. And if the South
Africzn workers are not $o auffer the
same defeats at the hanis of the
trade unions as their Europezn
broihers and sisters nave dene in e
past then their struggles mus.
produce, directly or indirectly, a
comzunist organisation. This
comzunist organisation will give 2
political lead.
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ne South African working class od TV Ui
‘*uggle needs political direction — L Y
in combatting the lies of African L
nationalism and urniting black, '"‘“hmfd/a”$
brown and white workers in a class hmn
struggle which understands its goal Lobtn _;14

as world communism and the abolition
of nation states. Ii needs organ-
isation which will generalise
truggle gs widely as possible across
racial ¢ivisions as well as across
ndustirial and skill boundaries,
Tu~4 political direction can only
te achieved, as e’ sewhere, when
comaunists are in a position to
lead the workxers' struggles. This
requires the formation of groups of
communist workers, linked to a
communist party, within the Scuth
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ANGOLA & NAMIBIA

The Butchers Prepare The Carve Up! 3 535
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T the end of Auguss South Africa

invaded Southern Angola. Its troops
advencsd 100 ;*1es into the countiry, Angoian Army and the Cubans., frev
systenmatical 1 q‘*cvwg both aim to use UNITA to police the
civilian angd lx.n. installations. scuthern sirip of the couﬂtr" and
ahead of the grs-tﬂ forces the S.A. thus prevent SWAPD infl<ration i:
ALT Force boxbed, rocxzetiad and Nacibia.
napalzmed targets 250 miles inside the ol s s
torder. At the time of writing S.A. Namlbla and South Africa
Torces are 8till oceupying 15,000 )
sjuare zmiles of the ccuntry and appear The territory of Wamibia was seizsd Ty
t0 be carrying out a scorched earsh Gerzman iazperialisc in the 1860'a,
poliey, burning crows, killing herds, During the 1914-18 war Scuzh Africa
poisening wells and ancoting civilians conguered it on behalf of British
as we2ll as soléiers. All this is imperizlisz and, as a *eda.,, was
intendecé to desiroy SWAPO (the South given it on a randate by the League cZ
west African Psople's Organisation) Baticns., After Worldé wWar Twe ghe ’
which has Been waging a gusrrilla war demandied the right tc take over the
sgainst the S.A. administration in couniry. After arguing about this fer
fazitia Ior the past 13 years. fThis 26 years the United MNations declarad,
secticn of the country has not seen in 1971, that Xamibia was indepensen:
such Zevasiation since 3 yeara azo and Scousn Africa's occuzaszion .L‘a.a_.
when the Angolan Arzy, :cge ther with The collapse of the Fortuguess
their Cuban alliies, carried cut Empire in the eaer 70's led to tze-
sizilar ceasures in the area to %h advance of Russian imperiaiist
2ast., Then ine measures were o interests in this area - particul
cestroy UNITA, the "liberation™ group in t=Ze ex-colonies of Mozamdpigu
tacxed by South Africa and onposed to Angoela. Western imperialisa r

the ruling MPLA, Tealised that if its inzterests

Scutn Africea has invaded Angola 10 te safeguarded a more stabl

zany tiges since the end of its civil peliticzl structure must be bul
~ar in 1675 but the zresen: invasion cutzern Africa. A first step
is on a larger scale than any of then, ihis 1resnt the replacezent of w
In their atitempt tc cripple SWAPQ, the nmincrity governments with blacx
Soush African forces are desiroying rajcrity ones which would be tetter 2
everything which couldé support it acle o guaraniee capitalist explcii-
This incliudes towns, cﬂ:n¢n1ca.1cns, ation. They forced Souih Africé 30
the Angolan Army and particularly the oring atout the downfall of she 3=:3n
racar and anti-aircraflt stations regize in Rhodesia and %0 stari moves
wnich are being built in the towns of towards an internationally acceptatle
cahaza, nivexba, Mocamedes an "iniependence” for Ramibia.

Lutange. A aecond cbjective is <o
re-estatiish the power of UNITA which
nas Been praciically wiped out by the



Turnhalle

ion based on an ethni
constitution. This constitution,
ccoxed ud st the Turnhalle conference,
w23 10 give each tribal group
{including the whites) she chance to
vete for ethnic, rather than political,
regresentatives. Thne end resuls was
to e an administration in which
liberal whites and anti-SWAPO blacks
Jheld power. With an administration
based on the Turnhalle constitution’
in power, South Africa would be able
to control the country economically
while the local army held the line
against SWAPO. South Africa would te
in a positicor {0 assist the army froo
ths enclavs of territory around Walvia
Bay wkich South Africa claims as her
own.

Western Pressure

In 19728, as & result of pressure from
the 5 major powers of tke Western bloc
- the sc~called contact group - South
Africa sheived these plans and agreed
to move towarcs Y,.N,-supervised "free
elactiona”, Pretcria still imagined
that it could manipulate the elections
to bring the siooges to power. The
election of Mugabe in Zimbabtwe

shattered this illusion. When
Pretoriz realisec that "free electicns"
would tring SWAPDO to powsr it began

tc resist ths pressures of the contact
group, ané in January this year it
scuttled the Gensva conference ained
at preparing for indapandence
elections. In the same zonth they
introduced cocrulscery military call-
up in orcer to get recruiis for the
new Namibian Army. ©This resulied in
a further golerisation as 3,000 teen-
agers fled north 10 join SWAPQ rather
than be drafted. At the same time
the adainistration began handing over
mere power 9 the Turnhalles assembly.

The Carrot and the Stick

The lgteat invasion ig part of th
South African government's pclicy of
carrot and aiick. Whilst coffering
tracde linxs with Black Africa it also
frequentiy violates these couniries!
'sovereigniy' tc sxash the bases cof
the guerrillas of the African National
Council (ANC) and it supports anti-
government guerrililas in both Lesotho
and Mozazbigue, This carrot and
stick policy is not the product of
any overall masterplisn <f the South
African ruling class but a Tesult of
the cdivisicons witnin it. The South

Irican ruling cless is divided into
2 minority of harcliners gnd the so-
called veriigte (or "enlightened")
ieadersnip., The "enlightened"
eiemenis have seen thzt white
dozinasion in fusure depends on a few
concessions where the hardliiners want
no cencessions to either Black African
yoush in Scweto or Elack African
staies north of the Limporo. fThe
probviea for the Scuth African ruling
class is further complicated by the
change in the U.S. government.

¥hnilgt Carter tried to defes’t the
Russiana by propagande adout huxzan
righis South Africa was a liability

to his imperialist strategy. Resgan
has made it clear that pari of the new .
tougn line against "Soviet expan- :
sionism® is support for the white
winority in Scuth Africa. The Souih
African ruling class has never hacd =
better chance to reach a sclution in
Namibia favourable to their interests
if they can achieve it whilst Reagan
75 still around., That's where the
present invasion of Angola comes in.

Angola

with a population of T.
zilion, is potentially the thir
richest couniry in Africa. I
possesses ©oil, cdigmonda, ivon ors and
hzs a clinate in which maize, sugar,
coifee and cotton thrive. Ye:, as we
wrote in 1975, in workers' Voice 17
(old series),"this matural paracise
hes been turned into an infernc by
capitalisa? The population, apar:

Angola,

. frea the top pariy bosses, iives in

desperate poverty, suffers con<tinual
food shortages, savage exploitation
and war.

The MPLA, which won the civil
war wiih Russian guns end Cuban %roczs,
came 10 power with a pro-Russian ous-
look. It clzimed to be "socialiasn
and "Marxist". v soon proved that
by sccialisn it meant state capitalisxz
and by Marxisz it meant & new crgan-
isation and propaganda for exploiting
the peassniry as well as the indussrial
and rural workers. In other words,

‘its icdeas of sccialism ané Marxiasnm

were just as perverted as Moscow's.

As scon as black bosses were
organising exploitation the MPLA
demanded that the workers work haris
make sacrifices and never strike. I
met the wave of atrikes at
'independence' by militarising
atriking dockers, and crushing st
of railiway, building and plantasi
workera. To create "socialisz” i
nationalised the banks and tcck a
zajority in most foreign indusiry.
It now runs 80% of all industry.
In eggriculture it nationalised those
estates abandoned by the Portuguese
after 'independence'. Agrieunliural
production is now organised througk a
aysten of comnittees. These are
cesigned Yo pass on government
irstructions, quotas for the 5 vear
plan, etc., and to encourage
agriculsural workers and peasanis %o
asgist their rulers in organisin
their own exploitation. To gii thni
cepitalist reconatruction the Zastern
bloc has drafted in Cuban and Zast
German advisers who have filled many
of the technical and administrative
jobs previously done by the # million
Poriuguese who fled.

Russia has been granted unlirises

Tishing ané in compensation is requiresd
0 give Angola 12% of the catch. 1=
was recently reported that in the
capital, Luanda, one fish costs £49,
the eguivalent of 1 month's wages for
a worker. With production only one
fifth of pre-‘independence' the MPra
has scon discovered that ailthough tae

Eastern bloc could provide guns, i3

-
-
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could provide litzle else and that
Angola must turn to the West for
reconstruction. Par from teing

Workers’ Answer:

liberated, the country faced the
cheice of being exploited by Eastern
cr Western imperialisz:. ¢ the moment
the Angclan working class is being
milked by both!

In July 10679 ®President Neto,
after condexning "those who seeXx to
re-establish our subordination to
capitalisz”", unveiled his plans for
going cover to the U.3, bleoc by
atiracting Western capital inio Angcla.
#is plans included repacriation of
profits, exempiion frem tax and
customsg' dutiec and guarantees of
cozpengsation in the event of national-
isation. The South African diamond
compsny, De Besrs, was cglled in o
rz-organise and revive the diamond
indusiry. ‘0Ll exploration concessions
have besn given to Western oil
companies, including Gulf, Total, E1f,
Mobill and Agip. Western capital has
elso started to flow in. For example,
iyre factories and a Land Hover
assenbly plant have bBeen establiahed
and contracis for others have teen
given %o Boeing, General Electiric end
Becitel. 80C¢ of Angola's trade is
now wiih the West. It's not
surprising that the Western bloec, with
ihe exception of the ¥.S5., was quick
¢ condemn the South African invasion.

Bus the main aim of the South

African pian nas alrezdy been achieved,

Tre Angolan state can't afford either
politically or eczonomically another
round of devastation and so is
prepared ic GO a deal with South
Africa in which it will éitch 5WAPO,
egres ¢ South Africa's ethnic consi-
itution for Namibia and allow South
Africa Yo bkcld Kamidia's only port at
Walvis Bay. Tke only reascn the
South African government hasn't agread
o the deal aliready is that it thinka
i can win still more concessions to
shew o the hardliners. {ne thing is
certain. 7The real victor of any
gettlezent in Namibia will be U,S.
imperialism which will have managed
10 get 1vs sirongest aliyin southern
Africa cut cf a costly war over a
barnkXrupt desert area anc have
consclidatec the economie hold of
Western imperialism ¢ver another so-
calied "liberated"” state - Angola.

»

' means carrying on 4he class Siruggl

Revolutionary Defeatism

Tre bloodshed and destruction in
angola is a proxy war between Eaatewn
end Western imperislism. It is a
baitle between capitalist faction
about whco is to exploit the workers

of the area. ) o .

The British Stalinists and
Trotskyists cry "Defend the Angolan
Revolution®, Since they too think
thkat socialism equals state capitaliss
in which they are the new bosses, thay
call on workers %o die for the MPLA
regime. By this call they prove thsy
are anti-working class. Neither ihe
slate capitalist regime in Angola nov
the monopoly capitalist regime in
South Africa is worth one dreop of
worxers' blood. The oniy independent
course workers in South Africa and
Angola can take is to oppose this war
with revolutionary defeatisz. Tois

despite the war, spreading defeati

ropaganda amongst the armles, tel
the Cudan soldiers they have no
interest in fighting for besses in
Angola or WMoscow, starting sutinies
and finally turning their guns szainst
their cfficers,

The primary task for workers in
btoth South Africa and Angola remains
the building of a communist vanguars
able to speak clearly and act
decisively in the interests o7 tas
werking class, interesis which zre
ihe saze in South Africa and Angcla
a3 elsewhere. The only solution %o
the problems of southern Africa is
the world communist revolution to
create a scciety where the natural
resources ¢f this rich aves will bte

-

used to the full and where the porrors
of the ®arbarism which capiialisz nas
inflicted on it will be jus: a nigni-
sare of the rast. @
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Southern Africa’s Truce

No,

Means More Imperialist War

In mid-March South Africa signed a non-
aggression treaty with her eastern neighbour,
so-called marxist Mozambigque. This treaty
binds each state to prevent guerrilla attacks
being launched on the other from its terri-
tory. A month earlier South Africa nego-
tiated a cease {ire and troop withdrawal agree-
ment with its north-western neighbour,
Angela. This followed the latest South

African invasion of the southern part of the
country in January this year. As the same
time the South African regime has offered to
held a conference on Namibia which would,

for the first time, include direct negotia-

tions with SWAPO (South West African People's
Organisation) and it has released a number of
prominent SWAPO prisoners from its gaols.

WESTERN IMPERIALISM

The events in southern Africa, like those else-
where, can only be understood in the context
of the struggle between Western and Soviet
imperialism. Western imperialism wants
Russian influence eliminated from the region
fer obvious eceonomic and strategic reasons,
and realises that in the short term this means
settling the Namibian question. Afrer the US
sponsored settlement in Zimbabwe which has
ciearly been in US interests it seeks a similar
deal in Namibia, and hopes that such a deal
can be linked to the removal of Cuban troops
from Angola. In the longer term it realises
that the anachreonism of apartheid must be
abolished and replaced with normal capitalist
relations of exploitation such as exist in the
surrounding states. Failure to achieve this
will entail z long and costly guerrilla war in
South Africa with the main liberation movement,
the ANC (African National Congress) which
would endanger the West's enormous invest-
ments in South Africa, It would also endanger
the West's strategic interests since the ANC
is backed by Moscow and has close links with
the SACP (the so-called Communist Party).
At present a2 policy of "independence' for
MNamibia has been adopted while the longer
term issue of reform within South Africa
is being postponed and the surrounding areas
are being forced to withold support for the ANC,
After the Zimbabwe settiement which the
South African government, acting as the agent
of the US, forced on the Smith regime,the last
buffer state to the north disappeared. South
Africa's previous pelicy of 'non-interference
and isolation had to be reassessed. To
replace this the regime devised a regional
policy whereby it attempted to use its economic
strength to force its neighbours to refuse bases
to the ANC and to hold the line in Namibia

until SWAPO could be bludgeoned into accep-
ting an ethnic constituticn, i.e. one which
would prevent it holding power, South Africa
tried to get its neighbours to join a regional
economic union, the proposed "Constellation

of States" with reduced customs tarifis and a
central development bank offering cheap

loans - to be largely funded by South Africa.
These plans were frustrated: the guerrilla

war intensified and South Africa's neighbours
formed an alternative economic organisation,
the SADCC (Southern African Develcpment
Coordination Conference). With the collapse

of these plans South Africa applied both
military and economic pressure on its neigh-
bours. The present treaties and truces are

the direct result of this. Fecllowing the
methods adopted by the US in Central Americs,
local resistance movements were trained,
armed and ferried into neighbouring countries.
The Angolan UNITA movement, the Mozambigue
MRM, the Lesotho Liberation Army and the
dissident movement in Zimbabwe are examples
of the organisations used by South Africa,
addition the South African armed forces hav
continued to invade and occupy Angela and ral
other neighbouring states.notably Lesothc and
Mozambigue,

This pressure has brought South Africa’s
neighbours to their knees. The eccrnomies of
Angola and Mozambique have all but collanszc
and states such as Lesotho have already capit-
viated and expelied ANC members as demznced
by the South African regime., The cost ior
South Africa has, however, been high. Bothz,
the Scuth African prime minister, descrited
the Namibizn war as an "economic millstcne
roundé our necks' and appealed for the
Western bloc countries to assist in financing
it. The cost is estimated at apprcximately
£600m annually. This, of course, doesn’t
include the costs of subversion in Mozambicue
and elsewhere. A further burden on the
economy is caused by the fact that South
African troops are conscripts who have to be
released from productive employment for
three month periods of service every 18
months. Also the casualties are becoming
much higher.

in
ve

n

More men were lost in the
recent invasion of Angola than ever beiore;
in addition Scuth Africa also lost aircraft
for the first time.

Politically South Africa feels more able
to make concessions over Namibia than
before. Its ability to control sc-called
marxist states on its borders has made it
less fearful of a SWAPO victery in Namibia,
In addition, the forces of the extreme righ:
within South Africa have been proved much
weaker than previously thought. This was



shown in the "Whites only" referendum in
November 83 over a new constitution which
envisages sharing power with Asian and
Coloured (mixed race) people. These reform
proposals received the backing of over £ of
white voters. All these factors have led the
South African government to think that the
present is a good time for settling the
Namibian question.

SOVIET IMPERIALISM

Russian imperialism has been faced with the
choice of drastically stepping up intervention
to counter South African subversion or
reaching a compromise. The drift of its
former clients, Mozambique and Angola, back
to US imperialism and the enormous cost of
supporting these regimes has persuaded it to
compromise. Conditions in Mozambique and
Angola are appalling. The activity of the
South African sponsored guerrillas combined
"with a sewere drought has caused complete
breakdown of the econemy in large areas and
the threat of national bankruptcy. It is estim-
ated that 100, 000 Mozambiquans have died of
starvation and another 100,000 have fled as
refugees to Zimbabwe. .Relief supplies cannot
get through as rallways and roads are cut.
Conditions in Angola are just as bad, despite
the country's vast resources. in addition to
their other burdens the Angolans have to find
rard currency to pay the 20,000 Cuban troops
with. It is hardly surprising that during the

last few years both countries have been making

cvertures to the West in the hope of attracting
Western capital.

The present treaty and ceasefire means
that these states will have toc ditch the

were able to develop indigenous capital,
capitalise agriculture, unify the nation ané
make proletarians out of the peasantry, and
were therefore progressive, today this is not
possible. Such struggles today are essentially
inter-imperialist ones in which the working
class is inevitably massacred fighting for ore
or other capitalist faction. The side which
wins is forced by economic circumstances to
impose increased oppression and exploitaticn
- as the Luanda dock workers found at the
hands of the MPLA in 1976. Like everywhere
else today, the only progressive force
capable of developing in the area is that of
proletarian internationalism. Once the
working masses in southern Africa learn
that their interests lie with their class
rothers and sisters in the rest of the worid
- whatever their nationality or skin cclour -
then the reactionary forces of black nation-
alism and white racism, not to mention
world imperialism will have a real fight cn
their hands@

liberation movements they have been supporting.

There is little doubt that this is precisely what
they intend to do. Mozambique's foreign
minister recently declared that the ANC must
accept the "principle of peaceful negotiation
with South Africa'.

THE MYTH OF NATIONAL LIBERATION

Recent events in southern Africa illustrate
that countries which have gained formal
independence {rom the colonial powers are
quite unable to become independent of imper-
ialism. Their economic and military depen-
dence on one or other imperialist bloc shows
they are not independent at all. Despite the
enormous blcodshed and destruction of the
national wars in Mozambique and Angola
conditions for the working class and indeed
the majority of the population remain worse
than in colonial times. This in turn
illustrates the general political point that
today, as far as the working class is
concerned, a successful national struggle
succeeds only in changing the imperialist
power to which the nation is subject. Where-
as in the last century national struggles
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The last iwo months have seen a fresh explosicn
of violence in South Africa. This has occurred
on three separate fronts. Firstly the alection
of coloured (mixed race) and Indian deputies
for the new parliamentry chambers, secondly
resistance to rises in rent and transport cosis
in Airican townships, and thirdly a strike
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SOUTH AFRICA

IN TURMOIL

TRIKE

by black mineworkers. The elections have led
to over a thousand arrests and detenticns,
The riots in the townships, which continue as
we go to press, have so far led to 85 daa
and hundreds of injured, and the strike
gold mines led to the deaths of § 1rik:ng
miners and 500 ser'ousl" hurt.

There are now an estimated 2 millien
unemployed and the steady fall in the
price of gold is causing balance of paymen

s
problems. In addition the country is saddled
with vast military expenditure financing its war
in Nanmihia which costs £500 million annually,
nd suppeorting guerrilla movements in Angola,
Zimbabwe and Wozambxquc.
All these events have a commen cause whoze
root springs from the capitalist e'Cﬂcci
crisie and the pressures which capitalis
development is itself exarting on the out=-
moded orgenisation of exploitation which exists

in the country.

THE ELECTIONS

The government is imposing a new constit
on the country. Instead of the previocus
whites only parliament, a new 3 ¢
jament has been set up: one chamber
(178 seats), one for coloureds (B85 sea
one for Indians (45 seats). The colourad
Inédian chambers have nc real power, and
black majority, who number 19 millicn
stitute 75% of the population is tot
cluded frem the new =zet up. The new
ion is in reality a crude attempt by
recruit the coloured and Indian pogul
allies against the black majority, and ‘.:-.e
ority of tne coloured and Indian people
this. During the elections a success
racial boycott campaign was condu
despite beatings and imprisonment of
led to abysmally low polls: - 18% &
those eligible to vote voted in the
and Indian elections respectively.
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¥hat was nissing in this canpaign was a
communist presence.
‘would have been to have supperted the campaign
for a boycoit of the elections, and to have
cembined this with an attack on parliamentary

retinisn in general (see the article in this
paper on Denocracy and Communism ) aimed at the
indizn aznd coloured workers., Instead ths
campaign has been recuperated by the Indian and
ccloured bourgeoisie and peily bourgeoisie in
‘their campalgn for a "more democratic" systen
of exploitation.

THE TOWNSHIPS

The situation in the townships has again beccome
critical for the Gvt. These townships

arc supposed, in apartheid theory, to provide
temporary accommodation for black migrant
workers who are temporarily selling their
labour power in the industirial centres. In
reality these are encrmous cities with per-
manent populations. Soweto alone has a pop-
ulation of over 1% million, and these cities
cannot be run without the cooperation of the
people who live in them. Over the last 10
Years the Gvt has been attempting to set up
elected bodies to help run these townships, but
with little success. Often they have even .
failed to find candidates to stand for election
and the poll has been under 1%. The blacks who
enter the management structure of the townships
are sesn as traitors.

The costs of running these cities, however,
coniinues to rise and the workers living there
Aave to foot the bill. At the same time, in
cemmon with workers worldwide, their wages are
being held down. The latest round of rent, tax
and transport rises detonated a new explosion

of re=istance in the townships of the Witwaters:

rand industrial area. The immediate targets of
resentiment were memders of the town councils
and black policemen many of whom were killed by
demonstraters. The government minister in
charge of the townships, attempting to clean up
S.A.'s public image, tried to visit the town-
ships himself and calm things down but was
forced to retreat by helicopter. For the

first time ever the police have had to call in
_the army to maintain order in-the townships.
3ut the weakness of this spontaneous movement
‘as S=en in the seperation of its aims from
those of ihe miners. The indigenocus black
Freletariat of Scuth Africa has largely
atandcned work in the mines for less
dancercus work in the factories and service
industries which are better paid. Miners,

often from Mozambique, Lesotho etc, form a

sub-piolezariat. “Again the lack of a communist

Torce, capable of formulating demands and
airaiegy to link the separate struggles, was
cruelly exposed,

THE MINERS STRIKE

Black miners are mostly migrant workerg re-
cruited from the so0 called! homelands and the
neighbtouring state=s, There are approximately
4CO 000 migrant workers in the gold mines

The task of revolutionaries usually annual, then sent home.

alone. They are recruited for fixed contracts

They work

6 and often 7 days a week and live in appalling
:conditions in the mine compounds. Rates of

' pay are extremely low - approx £30 per week.
Miners were demanding a 25% rise. Their
union, the newly formed NUM, had taken the

_ dispute through the elaborate official

machinery of industrial councils and conciliat-
ion boards and the strike was official. After
only cne day the bosses increased their offer
from 14 to 16% and the union called off the
strike. The mine owners were cdelighted at the
role of the union and Anglo-American, which
;led the way in fostering the black 'National
Union of Mineworkers' urged other mining
houses to follow their lead and recognise the
,union. Many workers, however, were not satis-
fied at this settlement and in addition dem-
anded guaranteed rights to employment since

on returning from visits to their familijes
workers often find they have heen replaced by
fresh recruits. In response to the refusal
of many thousands of miners to return to work
the bosses called in the police who shot g
miners dead and wounded 450 most of whom had
to be acdmitted to hospital. In explaining
this the bosses used exactly the same werds as
Thatcher & Co use.here. The police were,
“protecting miners right to work" and the
trouble was "caused by intimidators!"

The role of the National Union of Mirers
this sirike chould be a salutary lesson.

cerred with gaining negotiaiing and recrut
Trights, it acted as a force conirolling i-
explosion of class hatred, a role
mere far-sighted bosses see it &
¥idely in the future. This cleaxly re-zrniovsss
our pecsition that, irrespeciive of whaiher ire
are integrated into the state or not, unicrs

today act everywhere in the interasts of cer-
irollinz the class struggzle and deflecting iz
into channels safe for capitaiisa,

in this strike would have been calli
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trying to generalise the fight into one c;;;
housing, mobility, etc.

ation in S.A. and the battles being fought
amongst the S.A. ruling class.

APARTHEID MYTHS i

The indusirial capitalists have apposed arz
heid since the nationalist gvt introduced i
in the 1950s, for the simple reascn that iz
restricted their supply of labour and their uss
of this labour for skilled jcbs,it never rez-
resented the interests of the industrial
capitalists, though in the boom period follew-
ing the war it was an evil they could live with.
However, in the 40 years since the war the
weight of the African prolétariat has increzsed
enormously. In 1955 there were 500 CCO black
workers, today there are approximately 6%
million, and the archaic organisation of

this black proletariat is threatening capital
accumulation itself.

-
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Today the programme of the S.A. industrial The nationalist government is utterly unable to

capitalists is to create a permanent black carry through such a programme, though it
proletariat with the normal union apparatus, realises, since it controls 55% of the econcmy,
such as exists in Zurope, and they wish to that change is necessary. Recent years have
bring in black workers to do jobs reserved seen it allying itself with the industrial
for whites - at lower rates of course. The capitalists more openly through such measures
system of migrant labour must go. In addition as its support for the creation of black
they want to stabilise the townships and are trade unions, turning a blind eye to violations
prepared to pay to do this. They wish to of its labour laws and siding with the mine
alleow workers to buy their own houses, to bosses against the white miners when they
create a black middle class and help the struck to prevent black worker advancement.
Alrican capitalists by means of cheap loans Its attempts to de{usc the situation hav
etc. Tn other words they wish to forge a class finally crystallised in the ridiculous con-
alliance with the rising African capitalists stitutional changes which came into effect
and scrap the official racial alliances which in September and fool no cne.
are no longer of any use. An example of their
attempte to do this is their creation of the THE FUTURE
"Urban Foundation" which they set up after The S.African working class who nusber

the Soweto riots of 1976, It was set up, as 8 million are the biggest industrial proletar-
its president declared to "foster the emerg- jat in Africa and will be crucial in the future
ence of a black middle class and greater stab- struggles for comnunism. The present divisions
ility in our urban societies.” Since its in the werking class are rooted in the way
creation it has provided loans for such things capitalism has developed in the country and are
as the electrification of Soweto and the con- ' continvally being exploited by the bosses to
siructicon of schools and hespitals in the prevent workers understanding their position
townships, It has also attempted, unsuccezs- in class terms. Cobjectively white workers
fully to persuade the gvt to allow Africans to have far more in commen with their black class
own land in the townsnips. brothers than with white capitalists. As

n the longer term this programme means elsewhere the real divisions in S.A. are clase
sharing pewer with the black majority and divisions not racial cnes. The racial divisions
this they are prepared to do. This is shown which exist for historical and =ocial reas=ons
by the support of the mining houses, for are used by the capitalist class when it suizs
example, for the liberal "Progressive' party. them. 1t is for this that the Afrikarner
They wish to do these things which entail nationalists of the present gvt and the
abolishing apartheid because in the longer term African nationalists are preparing. Such 2

it is the only way their profits can be war would involve tremendous bloodshed amcngst
secured. This, of course, is also the opinion workers and would not benefit them., Even 1I
of the American & European capitalists who own the African nationalists came to power &nc

approximately 1/3 of the capital invested there. introduced a thoroughgoing system of state
capitalism as they propcse, benefits for the

1

b savenl $nt 2 S o o -
S OSCE e o 2 458 AR Yaial Zimbabwe, Angola and Mozambigue have alread:
tc the straiegic inierssts of US imperialisn |55 thi

SR e g b > < oy discovered this.
(asiride one of the world's main shipping lanes
ard with 2 virtual nonopely of certain siraiegic The class struggle in S.Africa needs to 2e
minersls). The stabilisation cf South Africa, given political direction in combatting the
and a medernisation of its system of exploitai- 1lies of the Afrikaner and African nationalists
ion is thus needed., But to achieve it will be and uniting black, brown and white workers in
extremely difficult, withouit untold socizl a single struggle for communism. For this i3
cenvulsions and the opening of the possibility is necessary for communists in S.A. to form a
of increasing Russian infliuvence. The situation communist organisation to intervene in the
in Scuth Africa is most likely to "mark time" future struggles of the workers, and to link
until a world i up with communists in Europe.

‘Geldminers - already having to strike against
ithe unions to fight for their interests

-~
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NATIONALISM
& IMPERIALISM

ENEMIES OF THE

WORKING CLASS

The massacre by South African police of
43 blacks at Langa was only one o. many

similar events which have been occurring

Within this period, according
men figures, its police
over 200 people. The failure
stabilise the situation despite
on this scale, illustrates the extent to which
the capitalist economic crisis is tearing the
social structure to bits. Unemployment and
short time working are throwing masses of
people into widespread social siruggle. The
present turmoil is bringing far more sections
into struggle than was the case in Soweto 1975,
and the struggle is far more widespread. The
general current of this struggle is nationalist
and 2ims to elevate the black bourgeoisie to
power, znd to replace the outmoded “apart-
heid' organisation of capitalist exploitation

by the libera! democratic method - as exists
in Europe. Within this struggle, however,
there is a strong working class current and

it is vital that this current finds a communist
voice and separates itself from the african
naticnalists - otherwise south african workers
will be used as cannon fodder in a racial war
serving the interests of the bourgeoisie and
imperialism.

WORKERS AND THE STRUGGLE

The two main centres of recent unrest have
been the Crossroads squatter camp outside
Capetown, which contains 65000 people who
are mostly workers from the cape peninsula
and the Eastern cape region which is the
centre of

to the govern-

1ts Own have shot dead

-

he motor industry. Both areas are
ffected by massive unempioyment resulting
from sharp cutbacks in government spending
caused by the low gold price, the cost of the
war in Angola and the funding of guerrilla
organisations in neighbouring states. The

slowdown in industries, such as building, has

_Workers who are unemployed get no unem-

ployment relief and their desperate condition
1 4
continuously throughout the last seven months. ¢ .1s the unrest.

it has been in areas where
the crisis is hitting hardest that there has
been the most unrest. Those workers w: ith

of the regime to jobs have also shown they were prepared to
brutal repression strike in support of wider politicz! aims -

despite the consideration that striki ng oiten
leads to strikers being sacked. Stirikes of

this nature occurred in the car plants at
U te.....:l.ga where the trade unions czlled a one

‘day strike, which took place on the cay of the
Langa massacre and which was in protest at
the banning of a funeral for those gunned down
the week before, Asimilar strike was the
successful 2 day general strike in the Trans-
vaal against rent increases. The danger
facing these class actions is that they will be
channelled into the general siream of African
nationalism,
The fundamental conflicts within South African
society are class conflicts: these 1
power passes to the aspiring bla
bourgeoisie. The lot of the working ¢
will not be fundamentally improvecd as is
illustrated by events in Zimbabwe, where
strikes are crushed and their leaders
and trade unionists rnpnsoned under the
infamous 'Emergency Powers' laws of ihe
Smith regime, laws which the blzck bourg-
eoisie finds most useful in dealing with the
class struggle. Pay and conditions are as
bad 2s under Smith. Victory for zirican

even if

naticnalism in Zimbabwe has benefittec only
the black bourgeoisie who have given them-
selves the spoils of power - high salaries,

the best housing, private schools for the:r
children and various other pr'v.‘.egcs The
gains for the workers, and the peasantry
are negligible.

thrown tens of thousands of workers onto the THE IMPERIALIST DIMENSION

streets. The more capitalised indusiries S. Africa is strategically vital to western imp-
have also suffered, and the car industry is erialism and acts as its policeman in southerz
airly typical. The main manufacturers in  africa. Its primary role is to prevent Russian

the Eastern Cape, General Motors, Ford
& Volkswagen are all working 3 day weeks
and have sacked thousands of workers.
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gains in this area of the continent.
this end that U.S. policy is ultimately éi:ec:eé.
The treaties which S. Africa has signed with

It ig to



Mozambique [Nkomati accords) and with
Angola (Lusaka agreement) were directed at
driving out Russian influence and dictated to
S.Africa by the US. Since the Nkomati acc-
ords the US has granted Mozambique $1M of
military aid and restored diplomatic relations
while in Angola it has achieved an undertaking
to withdraw some of the Cuban troops.

Ul

frica's flagrant violations of both treaties
ndiess procrastination over Namibian

ndependence has once again raised the poss-
bility of renewed Russian gains in the area,

I'his has led to a fresh intervention by the US
resulting in the withdrawal of S. A,
Angola, and ambigucus moves towards indep-
endence in Namibia, also officers in the S. A,

M
A
nd e
de

- ....
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troops from

However, they should separate themselves
politically from the naticnalists and should
condemn them for their capitalist programm
including the so called 'socialist' aims whi c'n
are simply state capitalist aims. Workers
should put forward their own programme -
the communist programme - calling for unity
of workers of all races against the bosses
and against capitalism in all its forms, for
united action with their internationz! class
brothers for the communist revolution.

CLASS

defence forces have been officially 'disciplined’
for continuing to supply the Mozambigue res-
istance movement.

STRUGGLE
NATIONAL

it is, however, vital for the West to stabilise
the internal situation in 5. A. and modernise its
systemn of exploitation, otherwise western imp-
erialism could be faced with another situation
lixe Iran 1279. The options facing western imp-
erialism are basically these; firstly for the S. A.
bourgeoisie to institute 2 process of reform
leading to majority rule; Scco—xdly to see major-

ity rule come about by military victory of the
african nationalists; thirdly
reforms and keep the situation as it is by

coupling this with savage repression.

na::onal*.s..s.
ional Congress (ANC) the main guerrilla org-
anisation
a military victory would be coupled with an
enormous increase in Russian

area. The third option therefore appears the

only alternative and it is this that we are seeing

at present.

Thus, whatever happens the national struggle
will develop zlong the lines dictated by world
imperialism and will be
of imperizlism, just as
countries or S E. Asia.
result of the division of
imperialist blocks. Such
bvenefit the working class and is not worth a
irop of workers blcod.

CLASS RESPONSE

As the turmoil in S.A. increases and the
bourgeoisie ha

have Jess room to manoeuvre,
workers should exploit the regime's weak-
ness for improverment of conditions and

in the neighbouring

the world between

a

.
(A

f their
abolition of the oppressive apartheid laws.

to introduce limited Qver the last two months mass resistance o

The first
oa‘io'x is not at present poss‘ble and US imperial

'I‘h.s is becal_se the Afncan Nat-
15 backed by Russian imperialism and

influence in the

fought for the interests

This is an inevitable
WO
siruggle can never

STRUGGLE

to
the South African regime, accomparied by
police carnage, has continued without inter-
ruption, According to the minister of law and
order 130 people have been killed, since the
Langa massacre, in the Eastern Czpe alone,

Within the townships popular ferment is

steadily destroying the administration structures
imposed by the government. Members of the
town councils and africans recruited to the

police have been forced to resign or killed,

In 2 recent election for the town councii of
Lekoa, which controls Sharpvilie and Sebekeng,
not z single candidate could be found. Th:‘ough-
out S, A. 375 vacancies now exist on tow
community councils. At the same time
have been fresh outbrezks of class st
which pose a more serious threat to th
regime.
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Strikes inthe Mines

A wildcat strike erupted at two gold m
April after shop stewiards were force
the mines at gunpoint. This strike,
in S.A., was illegal and met with the usual
violent repression. It was defeated by the
sacking of 1600 strikers, flushing them out
of the mine hostels, which they refused to

o
. b
a

15



leave, with tear pas and rubber bullets and
bussing them back to their so-called "home-
lands.'" The bitterness amongst miners is
shown by the fact that this strike erupted des-
pite the massive repression which the bosses
have always used, (last September 9 striking
miners were shot dead) and despite the fact
that with today's 25% unemployment it is fairly
ecasy for them to recruit fresh workers.
Throughout the goldfields miners are demand-
ing a 40% rise and there is a mood of seething
discontent, however, despite this the miners
union, the NUM, didn't liit a finger to protect
its members against this outrage. This is a
further illustration of how the new unions are
already acting against the workers.

A successiul strike on the mines could, how-
ever, bring the regime to its knees in a matter
of weeks, In what follews we wish to look in
more detail at the relationship between the
class struggle and the nationalist forces at
work in S, A, and the way forward for the
working class.

The Real Conflicts

In Workers Voice Nos 19 & 22 we pointed out
that the fundamental conflicts in S. A. are
class ones and showed that todays intensific-
ation of struggle stemmed primarily from the
deepening of the world capitalist erisis. The
key forces at wark within this struggle are:-
1)The local needs of capitalism in the country
2) The global interests of imperialism and

3) The resistance oi the working class to det-
eriorating conditions,

Firstly, the 5. A . bourgeoisie and western imp-
erialism need urgently to scrap the outdated

and costly organisation of capitalist exploitation

{apartheid and the migrant labour system), in
order to increase profit rates and stabilise the
situation. However, to dc this without trans-
ferring power to the airican nationalists will
be extremely difficuit.

Secondly because the area.is of vital strategic
importance to western imperialism the

global interests of imperialism play a major
part in determining events. Since the african
nationalists are backed by Moscow their
coming to power would mean increased gains
fer Russian imperialism in the region. This
is something the west will not tolerate &
conseqguently it backs the regime,

Thirdly the working class struggle against

the effects of capitalism is politically unformed
and is at present subordinated to the broad
naticnalist moverment. it is, however, the
movement's real source of strength and an
impertant factor determining the actions of
both the nationalists and the S. A. bourgeoisie.

The African Nationalist Movement

The african nationalist movement has, {rom

its foundation, been petty bourgeois. The
African National Congress, the oldest and
largest nationalist organisation, was founded

in 1912 in response to the exclusion of blacks
from the post Boer war settlement which
resuited in the Union of S.A. in 1910. This
settlement was designed to enable capitalism

to expand freely and in particular to provide

a supply of cheap labour. This meant
destroying the remnants of the tribal economies
and driving africans off their land and into the
cities where they would become wage labourers.
This was done by taxing them and taking their
lands from them. The '"native land bill" of 1913,
for example, took all the land in S.A. from the
blacks apart from the reserved lands (7.3% of
the country). To accomplish this the capitalist
class required the exclusion of africans [rom
political power, Resistance to this process

led to the formation of the ANC, and its original
support came from the tribal chiefs. It aimed
to reverse these attacks by securing a voice in
parliament and attempted to accomplish this by
exerting moxal pressure on the governmen:t.

In the early years it sent deputations to the
British king and to Westminster begging British
imperialism, which was making enormous
profits in S. A, , to honour its promises and

take up the african cause.

As more africans were integrated into the
capitalist economy as workers the basis of the
ANC support changed, and in the early 205
trade unions became linked to it. Also atiraci-
ed to its standard were liberals and the 5.4,
Communist Party.
bediellows ever since.

Both have remained uncasy
The AMNC's aims, how-
ever, remained those of liberal reform, and
the tactic of moral pressure was, during the
20s anc¢ 30s supplemented bycollaboration in
government created structures such as the
""Native Representative Councils. "

The second world war clearly revealed the

anti working class consequences of the ANC's
petty bourgeois politics. The organisation
supported British imperialism and urged
workers not to strike and to support the war
effort. A tragic result of this was the demoral-
ising defeat of the African mineworkers strike
in 1946. Instead of striking during the war,
when the bosses were weakest, as the miners
wanted, the African Mineworkers Union, wiich
was created by the AMC, postponed the sirike
until the war was over and the bosses wzre
prepared,

In the reconstruction period following the war
the organisation's influence begzn to increzse
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once more, In1pres§cd by Ghandi's success in
India, the ANC organised a2 series of passive
resistance campaigns over apartheid and the
pass system - the system of identity documents
which all Africans were forced to carry. These
campaigns, which lasted until 1961, met with
progressively harsher repression, and proved
utterly inneffectual.

In 1955 the ANC crystalised its aims in the
"Freedom Charter'. Liberal aims such as
equality, freedom, democracy etc, were spiced
with a few state capitalist ones, such as, nation-
alisation of the mines, monopoly industry and
the banks. However, impatience with the literal
pacifist leadership of the ANC had been building
up and this led in 1958 to a split which saw the
creation of a new nationalist grouping, the

Pan African Congress (PAC). This group saw
the failures of the past as having been caused
by the organisation's association with whites,
This organisation was openly racist, being not
only anti white but also anti Asian and aimed
to achieve liberation by relying on the African
race alone. The black consciousness organ-
igation and the Azarnian Peoples Organisation
zre derived from this split. The PAC persued
similar defiance campaigns to those of the
AMC but with more vigour. The PAC
promised to achieve liberation by 1963!

These campaigns resulied in the Sharpville
massacre of 1960 and the subsequent banning

of both the ANC and the PAC,
Following the banning both organisations

launched military sections, however, the
only organisation which has had any success
is that of the ANC "Umbkhonto we Sizwe' and
this is because of the support it has received
from Russian imperialism.

.

The ANC's relationship with the SACP, the
local tool of Moscow, has always been an
unezsy one. The SACP started its hife by
supporting the white miners strike of 1922, and
coining the infamous slopan, "Workers of the
world unite for a white South Africa."
However, despite the various purges of the
SACP from the ANC, the SACP has always
retained 2 foothold in the organisation. By
the early 60s Russian imperialism saw this
organisaticn as a vehicle for destabilising
western influeence and interests in the region.
Consequently it has supported and armed the
ANC. Despite this its influence on events was
small until after the Soweto uprising of 1976,
which brought hundreds of fresh recruits to
the organisation. After the independence of
Mozambique and Zimbabwe the ANC was

able to open up supply lines to S.A. and
enjoyed a brief period of military successes.
This has been checked following the closure
of these supply routes and the accommodation

f both regimes with Pretoria, Today the ANC
strategy isto pressurise the regime by all
means at its disposal to achieve a negotiated
seitlement which will bring it to power.

The history of African nationalism shows that
it never had a class understanding of society or
supported the interests of the working class.
The class who will gain from its victory is

the rising african bourgeoisie who will admin-
ister the state and the state capitalist economy,
The nationalists' support for the workers is
simply a tactic to use their strength as the
force to propel them to power. On the other
hand the organisation is for sale to the highest
imperialist bidder. If they succeed militarily
it will be because such success is in the
interests cf Russian imperialism. [{f they
succeed by negotiation it will be because
western imperialism has decided to ditch the
apartheid regime and back them. The
interests of imperialism will determine th
outcome of the struggle unless the working
class intervenes independently,

The Way Forward

The S.A. working class, despite its enormous
potential power, is divided and unconscicus of
its real interests. The present subordination
of the class struggle to the nationalist one,
together with the racial divisions in the class,
could well be used by the capitalist class to
precipitate the most horrific bloodbath,
vital that the working class separates its
politically from the nationalists and struggles
independently for its own interests. This means
a rejection of all fronts with the bourgeoisie,
including the african naticnalist bourgeo

a total condemnation of nationalism and 2
struggle for the UNITY OF THE WHCLE
WORKING CLASS regardless of race.

it is
elf

g
s

i@l

-S.€,

A first step in this direction woulé be the
formation of a communi st political organis-
ation within S. A, , linked to International
Communists, This organisation would set
itself the immediate aims of:-

* struggle for the abolition of apartheid,
migrant labour, job reservation and all the
bosses laws which divide workers on the
ground of race,

formation of groups of communist
in the mines and factories to take
in the class struggle and give it a
direction,

giving a communist lead to the mass mcove-
ment against the present regime.

*

workers
the leacd
communist

Today the only change which can bring rez!
benefits to the working class is the communist
revclution and the establishment of a werld-
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wide system of production for need, The
struggle for this rust follow the same
pregramme worldwide - the communist
programme

ENDING APARTHEID

)

TO SAVE CAPITALISM

The Crisis

that is, until 1954 when the same econcnmic

\ spectre is haunting capitalism in Scuth Africa,crisis that showed that apartheid could nc

it is the spectre of communism.

in trying tc exorcise this gpectre. Priest
iné bishop, Anglo-Saxon bankers aund Boer
industrialists, US Senatcrs and black trades
unionists are all united in a holy alliance

1o save capitalism. To do this they recognise
they have
and exploitation - apartheid - that they have
suffered or supported for decades.

he present unlike those
£ the laze
5 yea

s of apartheid,

-
&
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and has become even more intense

o

have been killed. The reasen for this
pening intensity lies in the crisis of

e
e werid capitalist economy which at last
s

T o 0O OH-(J—-:
M

vigited itself upon South Africa. Until
y recently the white Afrikaner's Nationazl
arty thought itself impregnable on the basis
£ South Africa's virtual monopoly cof Western
1d preduction aud of the strategic needs
Western imperialism. When the crisis was
its worst inflationary spiral South African
zold prices rose and that
but with monetarist policies beiag adopted
throughout the West gold prices have slumped
and with it the South African economy. This
has led to plant closures. UGeneral liotors,
Ford and Volkswagen, the main employers in
the Eastern Cape, are all working a three
day week and thousands of workers have been
sacked. This is typical of the situation

zll over Scuth Africa and the huge black town-
ships like Scweto, outside Johannesburg and
Crossroads, outside Uitenhage, are teeming
with the unempleyed., This is the reason for

"m0

-0 w O

.

to end that odious form of repression

future seemed rosier,

Every political longer survive merely on shootings and sjambok
force, inside and cutside the country is united

whips also hit the profits of the multi-
nationals. Barclays Bank, for example, saw
its prefits in Soulh Africa nose-dive by 75%,
from £38million to £10million in one year.
Bazclays' response was to abandon majority
control of their local subsidiary as a2 first
step in moves to extricate themselves from
South Africa IF no political sclution can

te found to safeguard the country as a safe
place for capital export. 1In seliing cut

its controlling interest it is fol iowing other

950's and early 1970's, has lasted Western multinationals like Metal Hox, Assoc-

iated British Foods, British Electric Traction

T
ver the lasg year as hundreds of black protest-2nd the US Standard Chartered Bank.
s

However, this still leaves 1,200 UK companies
with investments in South Africa. UX co capanies
employ 350,000 workers in South Africa (7%
of the total labour force) and in addition

"Ux indirect investments like shares in South
AFrican companies are estimated to be worth
£6billions"[Financial Times 5.$.85]. Th
scale of this investmen: is equalled only

by US capital. It is not surprising ~uereforc
that the biggest noises for a total boyceotz

f South Africa come from the likes of
Mitterand's France where the “Socialist”
gevernament badly needs something cver which

wie

to strike a radical posture in view of its

attacks on the working class. It would have

ne econcmic effect on France. Equally unsur

prising is the fact that it {s in Eritain
and the US that governments have opposed thess
moves.

At & diplomatic level the British and US pol 1cv
of what Reagan called "constructive engagement"

the wave of militant strikes, the mass protests is in tatters since the US and South Africa

particularly at funerals of the victims of
state brutality and the attacks on black coun-

iinks at
However, inside South Africa B8ritish

den't even have normal diplomatic
present.

cillors and other collaborators with the apart- 2n¢ US multinationals like Ford and the Anzlo-

heid regime. As long as the South African
gconomy appeared immune to the effects of

the crisis foreign capital, which understands
material rather than moral laws, flowed into
the country, almost all of it from Britain

and the US. Despite cries for "disinvestment"
wnich anti-apartheid organisations in both
countries have made for years, capitalists
continued to find Scuth Africa with itslow-
paid black werkfcrce a safe investment. Safe,
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American Mining Company have tzken the lead
in breaking down apartheid by creating bilack
foremen and allowing unions. As we wrate

5 years ago:

“They wish to see a stable 3lack working class whose
grievances are expressed by "responsible”’ imicas.
This is part of a wider aim, namely the ending of

the apartheid systen and the establistment of a Hlack
capitalist class united to the White capitaiists

by their joint exploitation of the working class."
[Workers Voice 1 page 9]



In this task they have found willing allies

in the black community, nol only amongst
turbulent priests like Desmond Tutu and Alan
boesak, leadar of the HUnited Democratic rront
fUDF] but also among the black trades union
leaders and Nelson Mandela himself. 1In a
recent interview Mandelaz announced that he
wanted a democratic, capitalist South Africa
which would welcome foreign investment. As

far as the West is concerned South Africa's
attempls to portray him as a communist bogeyman
have failed. They recognise him for what

he is - au authentic representative of the
black bourgeoisie that runs both the UDF

and the African National Congress [ANC].
Despite Russian aid to foment the armed struggle
the ANC, like Mugabe in Zimbabwe will turn

to the West once in power for it alone can
provide the capital that the black bourgeoisie
will want to run South African capitalism.

Bankruptcy of Nationalism

Western imperialists have zlso discovered
elsewhere in Southern Africa that they have
nothing to fear from national liberation move-
ments. In Angola, Zimbabwe and Mozambigue
self-proclaimed "Marxist" regimes have invited
back foreign firms like the US Gulf 0il whilst
werkers in these countries have found that
little has changed. Whilst the Luanda dock
workers found their strike brutally crushed

by MPLA troops of their newly “liberated"
country in 3%7¢, in Warare workers have found
that Mugabe uses Smith's Emergency Powers

to prevent them struggling against low wages.
"National liberation" today means liberation
for the bourgecisie only and doesn't create
new conditions fer the struggle of the prol-
etariat, Instead it chains them to a nation-
atist ideology which is used to condemn strikes
or other workers' struggles as being "against
the gocd of the nation"., Exploitation, if
anything gets worse for workers,

Western imperialism's other allies in attempting
to estabiish a post-apartheid South Africa

are the trades unions. The imperialists know
that without unions it will be-impossible

to contain the class anger of South African
workers, particularly io the mines where pay

is enly £30 a month. The recent failed miners'
strike is a perfect illiustration of how the
unions act as a mediator between capital and
lzbour but constantly on behalf of capital.

In July wildeat strikes broke out in the South
African gold mines where 600,000 black workers,
twe-thirds of them immigrants from neighbouring
biack states, work. The Waticnal Union of
Mineworkers [NU#] stepped up calls for a 20%
wage demand and announced that if it was unot
mer then a strike would take place ... in

a month's time! Just as in Britain this gave
the bosses time to prepare. '"“lroublemakers"
were weeded out individually, private armies
were strengthened with government troops and
scme mines (where the workers had been most
militant and where there were few immigrants)
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were offered an 18% wage rise,
was a flasco.

miners but only 15,000 went on strike whilst
many other mines such as:

The result
The union called cut 200,000

"GFSA's Deelkraal and Gencor's Beatrix, were not
even cn the list of targeted mines and the strikes
there appeared to take managepent and even the
wion by surprise." [Fimancial Times 5.9.85]

The effect of all this {s to give the cap-
ftalists an air of invincibility but. this

has not dismayed the NUM which is prepariag
for its future integration into the state

by getting the courts to prevent dismissals
of strikers. Once capitalisz can provide

the right legal framework for them to operate
trades unions everywhere repay this trust

by being of enormcus service to capitalismz

in containing the class struggle.

But if Western imperialisz wants to get rid

of apartheid to save capitalisz why hasn't
Botha made more significant steps towards

it? The answer is that he is scared. Befsre
the failure of his elections for Indian and
coloured assemblies Botha was beginzing to
recognise that apartheid no lenger coincides
with the interests of South African capitalisz,
He had begun dismantling so-called "pet:ty
epartheid" (by withdrawing the Morality Act
etc.), had dropped the threat to excluds
blacks from citizenship and haé fgnored the

de facto collapse of some apartheid iaws

ic industry., This was, of course, only ts

buy mere time for white domination but had

the economic crisis not worsened it was
feasible for this to have become an evolutiea
of gpartheid into the more normal "democraziz"
form of exploitation which provides the cost
stable conditions for capitalist accumulatiorn.
Now the Afrikaners are paralysed, They canonot
go forward to give "one man one vote" sicce
this would be to invite their own loss of
control. As one of their spokesmen said:

"1f zv wnqualified one man one vote electicn
was held today ... a non-white leader

vith a communistic programme would probably
attainc an overall majority on a pledge
tc confiscate and redistribute the preperty

of the privileged classes.”

And, short of an eccnomic miracle, they cazme:
e¢ backwatds te return to total suppression
agaipost an increasingly desperate and therefcre
an increasipngly militant biack proletariac.

With Western imperialism demanding action;

with the failure of the Goveranor of the South
African Reserve Bank's mission to London

and New York to try to get figancial help;

with the moratorium on debt repayments ccrtin-
uing and with the rand still sinking oo iater-
pational currency markets, the Afrikaner

ruling cless' room for manoeuvre is restricted,
Their best hope lies ia accepting the plaz

of Gavio Relly, Chairman of the largest cozpany
in South Africa, the Anglo-American Corporation.
He has been calling countinually for a deal



between Botha and the "“moderate"

of the ANC.

leaders

As we go to press he has managed

to get talks in Zambia "between the businessmen
and the ANC which President Bothes has approved

tacitly"[The Times 6.9.85].

The spectre
cof "communisa"

in Southern Africa could yet

be exorcised if the ANC and the multinationals

can find a way to éismantle apartheid and
thussave South African capitalisa,

THE PROLETARIAN SOLUTION
Yeedless to say the white supremacists'

of "comaunisa" is not ours, The "communism"
they talk about is Russian {mperialism and

for years they have played on Western imperial- As the ceath toll coantinues to mount

ism's fears of & victory for its rival in
Southern Africa. But with Russia's fallure
to make solid allies of "Marxist" regimes
in Angola, Zimbabwe and
has become increasingly

nollow. This is

vision

Mozambique this threat

another factor ipn the West's distancing itself

frem the Pretoria regime.

Paradoxically,as the threat of the spectre
¢f “communism'" in the form of Russian
imperialism recedes the present situation

of revolt amongst the black working class
has created the condition for the appearance
¢f the rezl thing. The struggles of the

ANC

WAITS =

IN THE

past five years have done more for the political

educaticn ¢f black workers than any number
cf acts of prepaganda but their heroism is

still saturated with nationalist and capitalist

ideology which sees the end of apartheid

as the final goal of the struggle. The struggle
z2zainst the indignity of ezoertheid has to

be widened te & struggle against class society,

otherwise it will deo no more than create
the conditions for stadle exploitation which

Western imperialism and the black bourgeoisie

are working so hard together to create,
To destroy thelr
proletariat, black and white,
create the nucleus of its cown
we do not expect this process
but through the work which we
iz the Inter
ation of an international communist nucleus
we hope to be in a positien to shorten the
birthpangs when a new communist organisation
merges in South Africa. We look forward

to the day when we will be able to announce
that

wilil have to

to be rapid
are

cosy plans the South African

conductiag
national Burezu towards the form-

political vanguard

the spectre of communism has been replaced

by 2 manifesto of the proletarian party itself.
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WINGS

in the
black townships South Africa is moving daily
closer to outright civil war. The sjamboks and
the bullets have failed to quell the desperate
heroism of 2 people driven to revolt by
conditions of exploftation and cppression whic
have seen three and a half millicns ¢f people
forcibly removed from their homes im the last
fifteen years and has left three millicn chilé-
ren permanently undernourished. Unlike eariier
crises like Sharpeville in 1950 the apartheid
regime has found that a few deaths have not
been encugh to restore order thie time. Tns
white laager has begun to break up with the
bosses of the multi-pationals, the leaders c¢f
South African industry, anc even the futch
Refcra Church (which used to provide the
religious justification for apartheid) havisg
all crossed the border to discuss 2 new crde
of things with Oliver Tambo, leacsr cf
African National Congress (ANC). Whil
has been cenouncing his former ailies
tors there are other sigos that the ol
is changing more rapidly than he can
Whilst on his liberal wing there are
a2 more rapid "reform" of apartheid tb
wing splinters from the ruling Naticon
havc been making election gains from
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geve'1~ent has been the signs Lbat wn
some areas already recognisze that th
is up. W¥hilst the only growth area
Scuth #frican economy is in the sect
security firms who hire out armed gzua
protect white homes there has been a
rise in the numbers of whites failing t
report for military service (from 1500
the whole of last year to mearly EQ00
the first nine months of this year).
who fled the collapse of the Smith regine
in Rhodesia a few years agc are now selling
up (if they can get anyone to buy their
property) to Teturn to Mugabe's Zimbabwe on
.the grounds that he has managed to nake it
safer for whites to live there.

BOTHA'S FRIENDS

Botha is however not yet completely al
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Despite the campaigns of recent converts i
anti-apartheid ideas in the USA and despite
the shift in investment away frenm So th
Africa this still is the key te internat-
icnal support. 1In fact it is not s"'p::s-
ing that the louder any government is in



its condemnation of apartheid the smaller
its investment in South Africa. This
explains why Reagan tried to pretend that
conditions in Seuth Africa were not reaily
all that bad for black workers or why Mrs

Thatcher should “bat for Botha™ at the 3
farce in Barbados known as the Commonwealth

Conference. Both countries have something
like £6 billions of investments in South
Africa and the job of extricating them is

a delicate one, Both Reagan and Thatcher

want Botha to reform apartheid in order to
create a more stable environment to protect
their capital but they recognise that this
will be very difficulit for Botha to achieve
given the determination of the South African
masses to fight and die in the growing civil
wat en the one hand, and the widespread belief
ameng the whites that he is some kind of clown
who created the present rvevolt by his attempt
at reforming the more petty aspects of the
apartheid system. All this seems to point to
more and more violent cenfrontations since

the struggle of the black population is ne

longer confined to this or that township or
arez, despite Boths's restricticas on the

reporting of the struggle by ghe world press.

IMPERIALISM IN SOUTH AFRICA

However it is not the world's press which has
put the South African state in the position
cf pariah but the fact that apartheid has

now cutlived its usefulness for global
capitalism. In many ways apartheid is the
last form of old-style colonialism which

was itself a form of imperialism in which
physical domination of an area to control

its workforce and raw materials was thought
to be essential, Since the end of the

Second World War imperialism has discovered
that it is net only cheaper not to occupy

an area (since you don't have to pay police
costs) but that it is easier to allow the
local bourgeoisie to take political contrel
since the imperialists can continue to domin-
ate the area's economy. The multi-nationals
of the West have now seen enough of national-
ist movements in Africa and elsewhere toc know
that they will not take their countries inta
the Bussian bloc but will continue to keep
those areas safe for the Western capital

that they require. Thus Mugabe's Zimbabwe

is now paradexically seen as a haven for
ex-Rhedesians in strife-torn South Africa.

This is why the leaders of the South African
multinationals are seeking a cdeal with the
ANC. Afrter the recent meeting between Oliver
Tambo of the ANC and CGavin Relly of the Anglo
American Corporation there was clearly an
attempt by both sides to reach agreement.
Whiist Relly's aides made concessions to

the ANC's state capitalist, nationalist
ideology Tambo is reputed to have agreed
that large sections of the economy would be
"left open to private enterprise”. The
nationalists thus represent the best hope for
capitalism. In our last issue we pointed to

the fact that the capitalist leaders were
"ending apartheid to save capitaliso”. Even
the bourgeois press have recognised since
that

"Capitalism in South Africa has now entered its

fight for survival. It faces the risk that,

unless it can distance itseif from apartheid,

it will go down the drain with it."

[Guardian 25.5.85]

This is why the struggle against apartheid
is not in itself enough. It has to be widened
into a struggle against all aspects of capit-
ist exploitation; against multinational firms
as well as Afrikaner nationalists and also
against the nationalist black bourgeoisie
that is waiting in the wings. Although the
workers of South Africa have not yet created
their own independent weapon of emancipation
- {.e. a communist party, the present struggie
is furnishing the conditions which can lead
to the creation of communist nuclei within
the working class. It is our task as commun-
ists to provide the political critique of all
the capitalist factions in South Africa and
not to succumd to the prevailing current
of anti-apartheid activism., Only in this
way will we forge the essentizl basis for
the Iiberaticn of all the world's workere -
the communist programme.
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The Leftists and South Africa

ANTI-APARTHEID OR
ANTI CAPITALIST ?

NTRODUCTION

in a spiral of social conflict that threatens
to get out of hand, with the death toll rising
daily in wave after wave of black revolt
against the hated apartheid system, the South
Afvican capitalist class, caught in an acute
economic crisis, is becoming aware of the
need to dismantle and eventuaily abolish the
outmeded system of exploitation. Radical
changes in the structure of its state would
however be necessary before this could go
ahead, and in the event of an escalation in
the ciass struggle which this might precipit-
ate, groups and parties of the Left would be
necessary cn the ground to ensure that
struggles were contained within acceptable
limits,

CRISIS OF APARTHEID.

The key to understanding the present turmoil
ties in the fact that South Africa is now in
the threes of its worse economic crisis since

1929, PBetween 1978-84 the economy grew by
% compared to 7% in the '60s; there was an

actual decline in GDP in B2-83 and it is
likely to fall this year;
and interest rates 25%; corporate bankrupt-
cies are runcing at 70 per month.

At the level of external economic link-
ages there are2 two major causes of lhe slow-
down, The first involves the countey's
export position. Exports account for 25% of
GOP and gold for almost one hatf, by value,
of South Africa's exports. Able to ride out
the storms of the mid "70's giobal crisis by
taxing advantage of recketting gold prices,
over the past four years the price of gold,
2s of other export minerals, has plummeted,
South Africa depends heavily on the rest of
Aftrica as a marKet: over % its chemical ex-
ports and about ¥ of its machinery and equip-
ment manufacture were sold in Africa during
the '70s. The crisis gripping the African
continent has dried up many of these markets.

Secondly, ionvestments in South Africa
now bear amuch greater risk premium,

1882, foreign capital's share of new fixed
capital formation has declined sharply. HNet
oreign investments in South Africa's private
companies fell by 340 million dollars between
1976 and 1984 (i.e after the Soweto uprising}).
Nevertheless, South Africa has managed to
preserve a long-term net surplus of capital
inflows., This is mainly because the govern-
aent and nationaiised industries have dramat-
ically increased their international borrow-
ings. According to Federal Reserve Bank data,
the value of loans by US banks to private and
public South African borrowers rose from 1

billion dallars
19E) and 1584,

e

inflation is 17%

-,

However, the styings attached

and since

to 4.3 biliion dollars between

have been given a shazp pultl in February this
year by South Africa’s imperialisc masters,
when, as a measure of their increasing anx-
iety, they announced the uaprecedented step
of freezing all further loans till current
interest was repaid.

An additional burden on South African
capital is state spending which accounts for
25% of GDP. In order to mainfain its social
base the Africaaner state hasito subsidise
its white farmers and civil servants - & of
all white workers are employdd in the public
sector. The defence budget for its huge
miiitary force has doubled aver the past &
years and at the same Lime a vast repressive
apparatus of police, prison camps, spies etc
has to be maintained.

In a desperate effort to maintain its
competitiveness on the world market (zthe
rate of return on capital is now 5% compared
with 20% a decade ago) the South African
ruling class is forced to raise rates of
exploitation to unbearable levels. The
antiquated system of Apartheid is vrx 3 major

obstacle to capitalist accumulation, Other
than the immense social cenflict and buman

sulfering which it incurs, it is incapable of
pruviding the necessary ammounts of skilled
labour and prevents labour mobility. With
the traditionally profitable avtomobile ind-
ustry of the Zastern Cape now in chronic
tecession and many US manufacturing corpor-
ations nuw showing buok losses, the siteation
is deterierating with wnemployment escalating,
and reports of malnetrition in the tewaships
common. Figures for unemployment were 63% up
in 1983 compared with 1984, and it is now
running at 30% among black workers (zn offic
izl under-estimation).

A particular fallacy of some leftist
organisations (such as the Revclutionary
Communist Party) is to propagate the view that
Apartheid is not an irrational historical
hangover but an indispensable feature of South
African capitalism for not only maintaining
the boundaries of exploitation but for extend-
ing them. {See the RCP pamphlet “Black 2lood
On British Hands".)

On the centrary the more advanced
ents in the South African ruling class
those grouped avound the Anglo-American Co:p-
oration and the Progressive Federal Party -
and increasingly their views are being echoed
among the die-hards - have reco2nised the need
for the modernisation and eventual abolizion
of Apartheid. And this has been the consensus
of South Africa's imperialisct backers for at
least a decade, American Secretary of State

George Shultz emphasised this recently by
stating that there was no longer any 0ispuce
among Americans about Apartheid: "The ptcse»g
system is doomed....The only alternative to a
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radical viclent cutcome is a political accomm-
cdation now, before it is too late. We look
to the government of South Africs to work
with blacks, black leaders and others in their
country to bring it to an end." (New York Times
Nov. '85)
Why has the Botha regime, installed in
1973 on the platform of a reform strategy,
been unable to carry ocut the bidding of their
masters? The answer lies in South Africa's
special position on the global imperialist
chess-board and in the fact that the African
National Council (ANC) , the main bourgeois
democratic opposition force, is still lirnkad
with Russian Imperialisa.

THE STAKES OF IMPERIALISH

The West's financial involvement in South
Africa is staggering by any yardstick; loan
czpital alove exceeds 25 billion dollars; 7-
10% of the UK's entire overseas investments
are tied up in South Africa. Fabulous profits
nave heen reaped off the backs of South African
workers; during the hoom years, rates of
return were 20-43% on capital invested, super-
exploitation by any standards. Investments,
however, had from the outset an important
strategic dimension, linked to the expansion
and d;fenue of the Western alliance. The
region's mineral resources are an indispens-
able element in the West's preparations for
war against the Soviet blec, which cannvt

aitow their countinued control by their
adversary. Losing them would be an irreperable
gisaster for the West,

South Africa is a veritable starehouse of
strategic metals, a leading producer of
manganese, platinum, antimony and chromium.
The latter is essential for the hardening of
steel used in the armour plate of ships and
tanks. Europe and Japan have no domestic
sources and the US requires to import EO¥ of
its domestic consumption.

South Africa is a trusted guardian of the
huge quantities of Persian Culf oil that trav-
els tound the Cape of Good Hope on their way
to Turope and the Americas. The South Atlantic
sez tanes are of immense economic and mititary
impertance. The Soviets have been building up
their presence therve since the West hegan to
use the Faiklands War as a testing ground for
their naval capability. .

South Africa is net only a regional gen-
darme - as was made clear by their vse ic the
neutzalisation and integration eof Angcla and
Mozambique within the Western bloc - but a
vital quarter-master as well. While it is vital
for the West's geo-political aims that South
Africa stabilises its internal cegime, for
fear that it may face another lran ‘79, for
the time being, ic the face of mass resistance
and mounting economic difficulties, it contin-
uveés to holszer the present regime until such
a time that a transition to a democratic
libera! rulec can be effeccted without a danger
cither an vscalation of the class struggle
towards revolutionacy dimensions or the Losing
of South Africa to the cnemy camp. Weither

ul
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option would be in any way tolerable.

Today the objective of both wings ¢f
imperialism, conservative and !iberal, is the
same: an orderly reform of apartheid to dapple
the South African government and power struct-
ure with enough black faces through some form
of political compromise between the white
supremists and the aspirvant black bourgeoisie,
so that the seething black working class can
be held at bay and exploitation can pruceed as
normal. The fact that the West is playing the
anti-apartheid card is shown by the meeting
between Relly of the Anglo-tAmerican and the
AlC in Zambia. The Reaganites fear that
Botha's fall might permit an already dangercus
situation to get out of hand while thc liber-
als, while seeing that Botha has outlived his
usefulness, fail to perceive that the ¥intha
strategy of the creation of a buffer o
politically docile middie class blacks %as
been a patent faflure, not through any lack of
will to compromise - this has been the. stlzac-
‘egy since 1978 - bul because the very Terocity
of the class struggle itself permits nu inter-
racial settlement. The trail of burnt-out
houses of collaborationists and the cadnvres
of all those engaged in implementing Boiia's
dirty work is testimony to this.

It is significant that the struggle: of
Soweto and Sharpeville of today have nol
become the cauvse-celebre they were for -
liberals of Anti-Apartheid in the '6Cs zu:d
'70s because they have an increased prolcie:-
ian content. The anger directed against the
black cops and councillors are a direct
refutation of black nationalist myths and
snub at the black consciousness which cancs in
the wake of Soweto 1976. The liberals <f tits
US anti-apartheid paint the conflict betwcen
moderate democrats and Reaganites as a moval
crusade for black self-detgrmination in Scetn
Africa. The potitical aims of the liberzl
factions of the bourgeoisie have the same
result as those of the Right: the saving o
capitalism. The safest route, according t
them, would be the ending, not the maintenencs

of apartheid.

LEFTISM

Having been largely successful in integra
the white working ciass politically and ¢
omically and in quelling the strugzles of
black workers, while mainta1n:ug a rigi

tacist division between them, the South :

ruling class during the post-war peri
never had any need for a faction espousi
radical 'socialist' [.e, state-capitalist dox
trine. Containment of the class strugglie has
meant that its politics have always LLen wiid
the framework of white supremacy.
tegal recognition of this was the pass;nh '

the Suppression of Communism Act of 1%5G. E:
with the' emergence of a manufacturing and
mining proletariat, concentrated in the ur
areas, increasingly conscious of its straiz
pesition in the economy aiter a dccacc
bitter, virtuaily unrelenting class st
the South African ruling class are mor
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ever aware of the need for a new alignment of
forces of the left in order to nullify any
revolutionary threat, if need be to channel ic
in 2 state capitalist direction.

The banned ANC is emerging as capitaliza's
best hope. As Jesse Jackson, American civil
rights politician said recently, "Those bus-
iness leaders {Relly and co) defied Botha to
meet with the ANC. They went hecause they
knew where their cvconnmic future is, and it's
not with Botha's apurtheid goverament." (New
York Times 3.1%.85.) Rclly was, of course,
aware of the 'common ground' he shared with
the ANC in the maintenauce of a profitable
South Africa in the face of violent revalt.

A5 Mandela noted in his speech at the Rivonia
trial o 1564 "The ANC has never at any

period in its history advocated a revolution-
ary c¢hange in the c¢conemic structure of the
country, nor has it Lo the best of my recull-
ection, cven condemicd capitalist society,”

In Septenber, while Botha's finance minister
wins visiting the U5 to round up funds to save
Speth Africa's duspecate (iouncial situation,
the AHC addressced
fillaws,

"The Teople” of America as
"We appeal ta all you te demand that
ancrican banks should insist that apartheid be
mace to pay up for the 11.5 billion dollars
that it owes". This call, of course, is
really sddressed to the banks. If apactheid
were actually to pay up, the billions would
have to be squeezed out of the hides of South
Africa's werkers, and the ANC would be called
vpon to administer that part of an extended
state machine designed to dragoon, in a
‘democratic’ fashion ¢f course, the black
masses under their control., The ANC scate-
MENT serves to announce that it will under-
take to pay off South Africa's debt religiously
once it has taken up the reins of government.
Such co-opsration with imperialism = the
cppesite of the Bolshevik repudiation of the
Czarist debt - is not unprecedencted in the
current pericd. Paying off Somcza's bills was
cne of thefirsc acts of the 'socialist'
Sandinistz regime of Nicaragua. Events like
these illustrate that the only 'liberation’
irom imperialism is the communist revolution
net the installatisn into power of a fraction
of the naticnalist beurgeoisie.

The 'power sharing' the ANC is manoeuvring
towards resembles the Zimbabwian capitalist
solution of guaranteeing whites a fixed share
in the government, including decisive
ministries; or it might amount to dividing
South Africa among its races and tribes in
such a way that whites and co-operatives blacks
live the thugmaster Buthelezi wielded a work-
able veto. 1In spite of the fact that the ANC
can easily expose the more superficial aspects
of the so-called 'liberalisation' measures, in
the context of the historic decline of capital-
ism ané the continued deepening of South
Africa's economic mataise, it is impossible
for it to play any progressive role. Auy
political compromise would reveal the opport-
urnist nature of the ANC in the eyes of its
black masses as they would have nothing to
‘sell’ but a programme of increased austerity
accompanied by savage repression. The material
sccial base in the form c¢f a large black middle
ciass, unlike in the US, does not exist in
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South Africa and the prospects of its develop-
ment in the present sitvation lcok remote. In
the absence of a buffer of privileged black
strata, an 'in between' solution lsoks un-
likely. The direction of South African scc-
iety increasingly depends on the development
of 2 class consciousness in the core concent-
rations of the urban black proletariat, and it
is here that the ANC performs a most essential
function for capital! by latching on to workers'
struggles inp an opportunistic manner and
diverting these on to a natiomalist terrain.

The ANC contains several tendencies.
Predominant are the liberal wing represented
by Tambo and the Stalinist wing of the South
African Communist Party, which is influentiatl
in the ANC's exiled labour aram - South Africa
Congress of Trade Unions. Both agree on the
ANC's programme of a non-vacist capitalism for
the present, leaving talk of socialism to the
indefinate future. In line with its tactic
of forming a "bloc' of 'progressive forces'
against Apartheid, the South African Communist
Party (5aCP) argue that the struggle is sizply
one for democratic rights for zll, and not a
class struggle. The SACP encourageé Mandela,
Tambo and the other ANC leaders to see mass
action as a means of putting pressures on the
regime, and of helping tc mobilise 'enlighien-
ed' opinion amang whites in the West. As a
result they help to spread the i{llusien that
apartheid can be removed peacefully. For
example in 1558 one CP member wrote,
"Revolution need nat involve viclence. There
have been pienty examples in history where a
combination of factors have been compaliing
enough to make & ruling class give way for
urgent ané overdue changes, without dragging
the people thrvough the agony of civil war".

A lesser known wing of the ANC is the
Trotskyist "Marxist Workers Tendency' which
has ties with the Militant Tendency of the
British Labour Party. Expelled from the ANC
last summer, the MWT argues that il the ARC
should gain power , even with its pro-
bourgecis ideology, it would be forced to
create a 'workers state' [.e, the classica!
orthodox Trotskyist reasoning which led the
Trotskyist groups after World War I into the
camp of capital. Although they were never to
grow into a sizeahle force in Scuth Africs,
the Trotskyists were to have a political
impact out of proportion to their numbers,
especially in the 30s and 40s. Although
they recognised the pelitical centrality
of the working class, this was to be the
force for 'national liberation', sacial
revolution being part of a process of 'perz-
anent revolution'. The politics and tactics
of this conception were never grounded on an
understanding of capitalism's entry into
decadence, the implications of which meant
that the proletariat had nothing to gain
from a tactical alliance with any seccion
of the bourgeoisie as all had become rezact-
ionary. Leftism of the Trotskyist braad
stands in that line of tradition which
accepts Lenin's theory of national self-
determination. In 1935 Trotsky was to writes

"“In so far as a victorious revolution will
change the relation not only between the



classes but also between the races and
will assure to the blacks that place in
the state that corresponds to their
numbers, thus far witl the social revol-

On the emergence of the HUM, the Anglo-Amer-
ican Corporation actually gave it offices as
well as negotiating rights.

ution in South Africa also have a national However, in the early 1930'a a more militant

character."

Statements cf this sort are typical of the
propaganda found among these leftist tendencies
whe have opportunistically turned themselves
into appendages of the major bourgeois oppos-
ition force in South Africa.

The main political rivals of the ANC are
the black nationalist crganisations which rule
out white participation in the South African
'revolution'. One of these, the Azanian
Peoples Organisation (Azapo) labels itself a
working class organisatien, although it finds
its base mainly among intellectuals and the
petty bourgeoisie. It bases its politics om
the completely faise assumption that all blacks
under South African conditions are warking
class. While recognising the ANC's capitulat-
ion to white liberals and capitalists - it cou-
demned Kennedy's visit, which the ANC support-
ed - AZAPO assumes that black nationalism is
the answer. It has a 'marxist' radical wing

to help insinuate itself among more advanced
wWOTRers.

BLACK WORKERS.

While Leftist organisations differ in their
political attitude to the varicus radical
bourg=ois opposition forces in Scuth Africa,
they have 21l applauced unanimously the
emergence o black trade unionism, which now
groups in its ranks around 2 million members,
2s high a proportion as in the US. Take, for
example, the SWP:

"The only independent working class organ-
isatiens in South Africa are the black
trade unions. Their success... is an
enormous political step forward." (S.A
The Rosd to Revolution, A.Callinicos p.33)

While during capitalism's progressive ascend-
ance the unions were proletavian organisations,
their function under the new conditions of
permanent decline mean that they are no longer
appropriate defensive instruments for the

class which created them and only succeed in
keeping the terms of reference and the tactics
of workers struggles on a terrain which is
favourable to capital - i.e. the unions

divide the class into trade and sector and in

the end deliver them bound and gagged to the
‘employer.

Untike those leftists whese policies can only
sexve to shore up capitaiism, the South African
ruling class were not under any iliusions

abeut the nature of trades upionism. The purp-
ose ¢f the legalisation of trades unions was
made quite ciear, "We are registering black
vnions in crder to control their activities".
(Fanie Botha, Minister of Manpower). Resholt,
chairman of the countries leading industrial
corporaticon ccmmented, "They must be seen as
bodies which can possibiy defuse lahour unvrest'

{(On the South African Theses) brand of trades vnionsim began to develop, in

the woke ef o series of wildecat strikes.

While it accused FOSATU of being tou moderate
and non political, the S,A.A!Miecd Workers'
Union adopted an aggressive,populist style.

But despite their radical image, these new
trades unions will play the same role as

their predecessors; to control and derail the
ciass struggle. This was clear in the gold
workers strike of September 1985, when the KUY
separated the struggle of the gold workers from
the rest of the mining proletariat, and then
negotiated separate deals with the gold conp-
anies, leaviog the most mititant mines isclated,
and leading to its defeat.

OUR POSITIGH.
Our crir®..ism of the bourgecis forces active
in the srruge of the South African prol-
etariat, does not mean that we stand aioof
from the real social movement that is unfold-
ing. The ahsence of a party, or cven a com-
unist organisation in the countiry, along with
the divisiens of the class on racial lines(and
here we mean not simply black and white, but
between black and Asian, and even among black
workers themselves), means that we du not

face a revolutionary situation in South Airica,
But communists stiil have to work, initially
among the diaspora, black and white, to fo:n
a communist nucleus, which can relate to the
movement in that country.

This means that we must call for working clas:
unity, across racial divides, and denounce the
programmes of the various leftist and fation-
alist groupings, exposing their capitalist
nature. But we cannot do this from the side-
lines, we must make clear that we suppert

atl demands for the ending of specific ind-
ignities and super-exploitaion of any section
of the cliass. But while we call for the over-
throw of the apartheid regime, by mass working
class struggle, we make it quite clear at altl
times, that this in no way amounts toc polit-
ical support for any cof the reformist cor
nationalist groupings whe ssek to replace it,
Opportunism consists not in making specific
demands, which occasionally may formaliy
overlap with what is demanded by the political
forces of capitalism, but in the failure to
pose these demands in a different {ramework
from theose of the enemies of working cla:zs
liberation.
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CLASS STRUGGLE
NOT SANCTIONS

N¥either the intepsity of the social conflict
in South Africa, nor the ferocity of the re-
pression meted out by the apartheid regime
shew any signs of abatement. Black workers
in South Africa are striking and taking to
the streets in an unexampled display of
heroism against armoured cars, guuns and
sjanboks under the state of emergency, just
as they did before its declaration. In its
present form the South African state can
only function as a pgked military dictator-
ship, throwing aside all its "democratic"
pretenses, which anyway never had any
meaning for its black majority. The cont-
inuvation of the present social conflict
indefinately is unthinkeable. Either there
willbe a greatly increased attack cn the
black population-which anyway could only
provide a temporary relief-or the apartheid
tegime will be cverthrown by the black social
movement. These however, are options that
put the huge militray, econcmic and pol-
itical interests cf western imperialism in
Scuth Africa at risk, and every day the
urgency of eanforcing a solution that
protects these interests grows
WESTERN IMPERIALISM DIVIDED.
iet us be gquite clear; none of the various
statesmen who pontificate about finding a
sclution to the crisis have anything but the
interests of western imperialism at heart.
411 "eminent persons", "EEC emissaries” or
shuttle diplomat clergymen want to see the
establishment of a stable, "democratic" and
pro-western South Africa, where the black
znd other) workers are exploited under
onditions which do not bring about a state
cf permanent crisis, That much unites them;
what is less clear, is how this situation is
to be brought about.

One wing of the international bourgecisie,
though it is increasingly isolated, wants to
give Botha and his cronies another chance,
to maintain "dialogue" and "contact". This
group, best represented by Thatcher and the
British beurgecis interests, argue that the
process ¢f -eform in South Africa will be
best continued by not leaning on Pretoria
tco hard., Similarly they feel that should
3ctha fall, there is no telling what would
replace him;possidbly a pro-Seviet ANC in
the worst scenario. Thus they argue against
sanctions, which they believe could topple
Botha and lead tc "anarchy", while crying

crocodile tears about the suffering sanctionss

weuld cause black workers. But undoubtedly
the material basis for such a perspective
lies in the fact that it is the British
beurgeoisie which has the largest economic

stake in South Africa, which it fears would
be hard hit in any generalised campaign of
sanctions.

Ay,

But the development of events is leaving this
section of the bourgeoisie increasingly
isolated. It was with great difficulty that
Thatcher held the line against EEC sanctions
and came up with her "mission impossible"

for her poodle Howe, to the black "front
line" states. Similarly at the meeting of

the Commonwealth leaders in Lendon, Thatcher
was shown to be out on a limb, and had to

make concessions to partial eccnemic sanc-
tions.

Hore and mere intarnational imperialism is
trealising that the cosmetic reforms passed
by Botha are in no way a step towards the
abolition of minority rule, but are an
attempt to make minority rule more accep-
teable te the black masses. And it is
glaringly cbvious that it is not the ahol-
ition of petiy apartheid which will alicw
the emerging black bourgeoisie to sell
social peace to the masses, but only the
installation of a political structure which
pretends to represent the black mejority,
that is bourgeois democracy in the form of
one man, one vote.

It is the intransigence of the Afrikaaner
ruling class that leads increasing
circles of western imperialism to argue that
only the imposition of generalised economic
sanctions on the South African economy,
which is already reeling from the effects of
the world eccnomic crisis, will force the
Pretoria regime to eneter into "dialogue"
with the black opposition groups such as

the ANC, and the eventual emergence of a
"multi-racial" and pro-western South Africa.
This faction of the bourgeoisie believes
that the Tutus, Tambos and Mandelzs, who
have long proclaimed their loyalty to
western interests, will be able te held

he black masses in check, in a way that
Betha and his ilk no longer can.

Thus the whole debate about sanctions is
between two wings of western imperialism,
about how to bring a change to 2 situation
less threatening to its interests. Communists
do not take sides in such a debate, whese
framework is alien Lo class politics. These
éxe around the question of how best the
working class can defend their immediate

and historical interests against capitalisa
in all its forms. Perhaps unsurprisingly
sundry varieties of leftists, from the
Morning Star to Socialist Worker have all

cne

joined in the mystificatory chorus about
sanctions, as if any form of economic warfare
between capitalist states could advance the

interests of the working class one iota.
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INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA.

While the furore over sanctions reigns on the
internationral front, events are not staying
still in South Africa itself. Botha seems to
have contained-for the moment-the fury " of
the right wing neanderthal elements who
cppose even the cosmetic changes in the
apartheid system, by the imposition of the
state of emergency and crackdown on black
polinical groups. At the same time, he hLas
been attempting to break the back of the
soccial movement in the tewnships, by arming
blazk thugs to terrorise political activist
and also making attempts to seek a social
basis in the more backward, rural elements
like the tribal chiefs who would accept some
kind of client status in a white regime. But
it is difficult to see these desperate
scramblings as being a real attempt at a
polizical solution, only a hedge against
possible civil war.

s

Meanwhile, there is the more muted, but in
the end, more powerful pressure of big
business in South Africa on the Botha
regime, to engage ina dialogue with the
black opposition. These people have seen,
in their dealings with the tlack unions,
ad talks with the ANC, that here is the
only social force which can restore peace
in the factories, mines and townships.
Any prospect of sanctions would increase
the pressure from South African capitalists
on the repinme.

he final apalysis, what happens in
tica will not be decided by bishops
essnen, but by the South African
class. Whether the rulers of South

.
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smooth transition to majority rule, or
wvhther apartheid will be swept away by the
tocial movement is a question that will
be settled in the heat of class confront-
ation.
LEAL SOLIDARITY WITH SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS.
The forwaré for South African workers is
to extend and unify their struggles, for a
decisive overthrow of the apartheid regime,
not to await the manoevers of international
falism's circus of philanthropists,
and clowns. And real solidarity with
tneir struggle deces not consist in boycotting
South African goods, or clamouring for
canctions, as if there were morally good and
morally bad commodities, or gcod and bad
forms of expleitation of labour power. Ve
do not stand for democratic or non racial
expioitation, but for the abolition of re-
lations ¢f expleitation.

way

Real solidarity with the workers of South
Africa, as with workers everywhere, consists
in extending aud unifying our own struggles
in the capitalist heartlands, especially
against those who pose as the "friends" of
South Africa's workers. This does net pean
that we can "do nothing" now. Communists
work in the South African diaspora, black
and white,to win a kernel to our cause and
help to implant the politics of the working
class in South Africa via. such a means.
Workers can certainly take up workplace
collections in solidarity with those
-suffering class repression in South Afric
and to support their strikes. Employees o
multi-nationals hit by strikes in South
Africa should not be slow to lend active
solidarity and sympathy action to their
c¢lass brothers abroad, since the workers'
struggle knows no frontiers. Upen suspicion
that military equipment is being sent to
aid the repression of the South African
proletariat, workers involved in its
duction and transport should take all
to prevent its reaching its goal.

2,
£

But this is CLASS action, and has no g toc
do with a campaign of pin pricks designed to
goad the Boer ox out of its laager. Cozm-
unists hate every form of expleoitation. That
of the countries of the Pacific Basin is
brutal in the extreme, but we dont propese
:conomic sanctions as the soluticn to the

woes of the Xorean or Hong Kong workers, but
class struggle.
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-ACAINST IMPERIALIST PEACE MOVES IN SOUTH
AFRICAL NO TO “DEMOCRATIC" EXPLOITATION!

ot
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-AGAINST THE CHARADE OF SANCTIO FOE CLASS
SOLIDARITY WITH SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS!

ACCIDENTS in South African
gold mines have lkdilled more
than 45,000 warkers and seri-
ously injured mafe than one
millon since the beginning
of the century, aceo £ o

a study released yesferday by

the Inoternational Labour
Organlsation. Tt said the
fatality rale was amopg the
highest in the warld, —
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SOUTH AFR’CA : | 2 1985
BUSINESS AS USUA

in Workers Voice No 30 , we exposed

the campaign for sanctions against the
apartheid regime of South Africa, as a

move by sections of imperialism tfo try and
achieve a peaceful change to z "democratic"
exploitaticn of the black masses of that
country. We also argued that real solidarivy
with the South African workers lay in class
zction, not in scpporting the campaign for
sanctions, {See "South Africa; Class Struggle
not Sanctions.'") Since we last wrote, & comp-
romise has been patched up between the comp-
eting factions of the international bourgeoisie
vhich allows both for a posturing moral indig-
nation te be showa towards the Botha regime,
2nd no hatm to be done to the financial and
political interests of western imperialism.

The measures introduced by the EEC countries,
and fellowed by Japan, roughly correspond to
those already introduced by Reagan. These arve
c¢esigned to put further pressure on Botha,
without leading to the kind of economic impact
wnich might endanger his stability, and the
glcbal interests of western capitalism. They
ciude a ban on iron and steel imports ( of
wh;:h there iz a glut in the western bloc,so
this will benefit domestic producers), on gold
coins, a tiny part ofthe total gold sales,
which account for 60% of South Africa's export
earnings, and are excluded. There is a ban oa
further investment in the country-ironical,
since the last few years have seen massive
disinvestment by western companies, who were
in fear for their profits through social
unrest. Raturally those items on which the
military and econcmic security of the western
bloc depends, like tungsten, molyblendium,
vanacdium, are excluded. So too is coal, since
this would cause international ccal prices to
ise, and allow a corvesponding rise in oil

rise,
pzi es. Ja as 2lso banned air links-it
doesn' have any.

INSIDE THE LAAGER

Botha's response to developments is becoming
increasingly frantic. On the one hand he i=
tashing out wildly to appease the right-wing
of the ruling class. Statements that there
will never be racial integration are matched
by increased military invelvement in the
c¢ivil wars in Angola and Mozambiqu. On the
sther further cosmetic reforms are passed,
such as appointing a coloured Ambassador, the
8zntustan policy has been wounsd up, and there
is vague tzlk of a slow move to giving the
bizcks some kind of undefined political re-
presentaticn in the distant future.

Mezawhiie in the townships things have
simm

immered down somewhat, znd an uneasy

peace returned. The black masses have been
presented with the spectacle of the coro- |
nation of Tutu to occupy them. Tutu showed
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his credentials as the communist agent the
regine had accused him of being by...not
jnviting Betha to his enthronement! Marx's
statement that "Religion is the opium of the
people” has seldom been so clearly confirmed.

But any peace in the townships and on the
industrial front can enly be shert lived,
and each new upsurge of unrest further de-
stablise the fragile equilibrium on which
the South African state vests. The main news
from the class front, has been the apalling
accident at Kinross gold mine in September
where 178 miners died. The basis of the
super profits earned by the gold companies
!ies not enly in the low wages  received

by the miners, but in the terrible safety
conditions in the minesj;the tunnsl linings
were only flame retardant, not flameproof,
and when fignited emitted poisonous gases.
Just before the disaster the mineowners had
refused any wage demand greater than...ii.
The response of the black Nationzl Union of
Mineworkers, led by Cyril Ramaphosa to thess
cutrages indicates that here is z force- that
the "progressive" sections cf the white

on the MINEOWNERS to close the mines
of mourning, and if they didn't threz
a one day general strike.

Meanwhile, back in London, the Eritish
Foreign Sec.eta'y, Howe, had an "amicable"
meeting with ANC(African National Cengress)
leader Oliver Tambo. Previously the Thatcher
governmeat had refused to meet an ANC rep-

rese1 tative, uniess the ANC renouncsad
"violence". The meeting with Tambe i: another
method of putting pressure of Pretovia t
move aleng the road wanted by western imper-
falism, and to this Tambo leant his authority.
And it is to the Tutus, Ramaphosas and Tambe:s
that liberals and leftists urge the black
masses to look for liberation. But we can oniv

repeat what we said in WV30,

“But in the final analysis, what happe-s
in South africa will not be dscided by
bishops or businessmen, but by the
working class. Whether the rulers of
South Africa manage to maintain the
hold, whether imperiaiism will mana
bring about a smooth tramsition ¢
ority rule, or whether apartheid
swept away by the social movemsn:
question that will be decided in
heat of class confrentation."
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RAILWORKERS WIN VICTORY

16000 railworkers who were sa:lfeﬂ at the end
ci Apri. after a .,ohda*lt,y strike have all

teen- reinstated and most of their demards have

teen met. The courage and determination of

of thece workers has won a significant battle,
despite savage repre
ing 6 workers dead, and despite manceuvres
by the unions. Despite the fact that this

strike was as usual racially divided with only

the black workers striking the development

3sion which included shoot-

of the struggle has showed in reality the unity
of the interests of black and white workers.

The rallworkers struggle started as a
strike amongst black workers for a victimised
colleague. Onece the black workers had

t_‘y- bosses promptly used the white workers

asscabs forcing them to do extra cuties. The
cbiection of white railworkers to this forced

they

the bosses hand and issued an ultimatum
returm tc work or get the sack. There was

no rewurn Lo work a.'f‘ when the sacked workers
held a demonstration the police
AN
of
cn scabs, 5 of whom wers killed. Despite the
fact that three workers were actually shot

in the union offices ard the offices bombed,

zstrnck

solidarity

shot them down.
expleosicn of anger then brekeout with sabotage
trains and the burning of stations andattacks

the Confederation of South African Trade Unions

{C0SAT) , o which the worksrs union SARWHU
telorgs did not respond Lo theseatrocities

cn the battleground of class interests. In-
stzad they called a 2 day strike to protest
acainst the whites only election. This was

NUM AGAIN
THE MINER

MIOHS SAHOTAGE MINER'S STRIXKE

The strike by black goldminers was defeated
after three weeks of bitter struggle. Despite
50 000 sackings and mass recruitment of
scabs, despite repression which left 6 dead
ard 250 wourded the miners were determined

to continue thelr struggle and voted to
continue at pit head ballots cnly the day
before the unicn called off the strike.

THe wgrkerq were demarding a 30% across

the board increase together with increased
holicay and death payments - last year 681
miners were killed in accidents. The bosses
offered a 15 to 23% wace rise incorporating
differentials designed to split the more
skilled miners from the unskilled, and
minor corcessions on holidays and death
benefits. When this offer was rejectad

by a decisive pithead ballot the National
Union of Mingworkers (NUM) ordered the
miners to surrender. The general rcle play-
ed by the unicn and this capitulation in
particular clearly illustrate the functicn
which trade unions serve for the capitalist
system today, even when, as in South Africa
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an attempt to divert the class struggle into
the swanp of the nationalist struggle a.c al-.
thouch a strike against the electzion did
place this was in fact useful to the regime.
The workerswon reinstatement by thelir o.n re-
fusal to return on the bosses terms. After
the election was safely cver the workers were
reinstated with the right to permanent status |

P, P

- something previcusly only for whites- and
without loss of benefits.

The regime used these events to boost their
standing and win votes in the electicn. 1In
fact their subsequent capitulation shows that
their previcus policy of setting vp trede unicns
to police the class strucgie is still being
follewed. One of the agreements 2t the rein-
statement was that workers had the right to
"elect thelr cwn unicn zeo:e sentazives” o

put thelr grievances to the management.

The unions have used the events to sirercihen
their position i the S.A., labour hierarchy
and as centrollers of class strugclc Aithoush
both the recime ard the unicns 1.sef the evenzs
te align white and black workers karingd ths

bannners of Afrikarer

and African naticnalicen

the fact that white workers cbjectsS to teirg
Given exira work as scabs points ©o the funga-
mental unity of white and black workers aczinss
the bosszs. The gaining cof parmanent status

by the klack workers 1s & significant sten
towerds equalising the cmd‘cions (34 ola:‘?.

and white workers and in the i3
eélsc & siep towards unity of clz:z

O
<t ’98)

they are only just teing legalised, lack

a stake in the capitalist order and talk

the languace of class struggle.

In many ways this strike was a crucial cne
for the S.A. bosses. It was the lorgest
strike in S.A. history and was the first
real test of the rew tactics the bosses
have adopted for dealing with the class
struggle. The central element in these
tacxtics was the creation of black trade
unicns to control and discipline the class
struggle.

NICHISATION - THE BOSSES' STRATEGY

By the mid 70's the Scuth African bosses
realised the the methods of controllir

the class struggle, which had been used

for the last 20 years, were no longer eifective.
Petwes=n the banning of black trake unicns

in 1953 and their legalisation in 137% the
class struggle was met with naked viclerce,
While xepcession was effective during the
reconstruction pericd following world war



2 it was primarlly designec 1ot MLt an L
1abour which was unskilled and cheap.

The dramatic fall in the rate of profit

in S.A. in the early 70's {from around 17%

at the end of the 60's to B%) caused the
bosses to intrcduce more capital equipment,
shed labour and increase productivity by
petter training. This led to the requirement
of a stable skilled black working class

and centrol of the class strucgle. This

is the primary reason that the S.A. bosses,
with Anglo American Mining Corporation at
their head, set about creating black trade
w.ions. CObviously, they also hoped for

other benefits, such as reducing the cost

of latour by replacing well paid white workers
with low paid black workers. The bosses
have, since the mid 70's, campaigned for
an end to statutory reservation of jobs
for whites, and it is significant that
during this strike the last law reserving
mining jobs for white workers was repealed
by pariiament. : i
So far these new unions have si-ved the
bosses weil. Although union meibers have
wen pay increases, these have barely kept
up with inflation and taken no account of
increased productivity. Meanwhile the class
struggle has been kept under control. The
last miners strike, which took place in

1684 and achieved a 15% pay increase, while
inflation was 13%, was called off by the
MM after only one day! The recent strike,
though longer and expensive for the bosses,
has shown the union is an effective tool

for controlling and defeating the miners.

TACTICS TO WIN

From the start it was clear that this strike
could only be won if it was won quickly.

This meant generalisation and extension.

Cnly 300 000 miners out of 500 000 struck
which meant approximately a third of the

mires continued to work. Instead of advocating
a canpaign of picketting and persuasiocn

of other miners, the union started the strike
by urging all miners to return to their
"homalands” - places cften thousands of

miles from the mines! This was an immediate
cause of demcralisation andg 10ss of momentum.
The union alsc only aimed to bring cut certain
"targetted" mines. Other mines were allowed
to continue operations, and supposedly the
strixe would be won through attritien.

The obvicus parallel withthe British miners
strike is even nore cruel when one considers
the desperate hand to mouth existence of

the miners their distant families and dependants

and also the massive 2 million pool of even
nore desperate unemplioyed.

From the start the union's emphasis was

on legality. Announcing the famous "go home"
call the NWM general secretary Ramaphosa
said, "this is the cnly way we can have

a peaceful strike in the mining industry."
The only way to win the strike was to spread
it and clearly this involves breaking the
rosses laws and confrontations with the

police just as it does in Britain. Instead
the NUM proposed passivity while its leaders
negotiated with the chamber of mines.

Even if the attempt to spread the strike

on the mines had failed there was potential

for spreading it elsewhere. In fact, throughcut
tre country there was a mass of strikes

going on at the same time. COSATU, the
congress of trade unions to wnich tne NUM

is affiliated, estimates that at the time

of the strike there were 60 000 steel and
engineering workers on strike, 15 000 chemical
workers, 20 000 hotel workers, 20 000 postal

‘workers and 10 000 food industry workers

all on strike. Any serious attempt to win
the strike would have tried to link these
struggles whose pay demands were virtually
identical. If a linkage had been established
with any of these strikes the way would

have been opened for spreading the struggle
mxch more widely and calling cut non-mining
sectors. Instead the NUM and COSATU isolated
the struggie, erphasised legality ard promoted
peace and negotiations, even when the besses
began to fire miners by the thousand.

The arger ané will to fight of the
is shown by their vote to continue the strike
even after 50 000 of their fellows had been
sacked and mass recruitment of replacenent
miners was underway. Instead cof harmessing
this erergy to a program which could win

the strike, the union isolated it, weakered
it and finally directly opposed it by orcering
a return to work.

miners

This defeat represets a significant victory
for the bosses and a proof that their policy
of forming unions has paid off. Not enly
have they achieved their aim cf keepirg
wages below inflation, the strike was also,
as the unicn intended, much less viclent
than previcus strikes with far less cdamage
to mine property.

CCVMMUNIST VOICE

vhat was missing through these events was

a voice speaking for the tactics which could
have won the strike, and denocuncing the
unions as tocls of the bosses. In the leonger
term workers struggles in South Africa can
only succeed when the political divisicns
propagated by black and white naticnalism
are directly challenged and unity on a class
pasis forged between black and white workers.
1f white miners had joined the strike the
outcome would have been very different.

It is necessary for the communist forces
which exist inside South Africa ard in

the diaspcra of exiles to unite to form

a communist organisation capable of prega-
gandising for this perspective today.
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Mandela: The Saviour of

South African Capitalism

The release of Nelson Maandela and the
unbanning of the ANC and other  black
nationalist organisations on 1lth February

1990 was the officfal signing of apartheid’s
death warrant. The particular type of
capiralfst exploitation organised under the
apartheid system will, in the coming period,
be swept away to make way for the so-called
“democratic" system which is the norm
threughout cthe West, Apartheid 1is of no
further use to capitalism. The chief problem
which ecapitalism faces is achieving this
transition without allowing the country to
descend into chaos and civil war, which after
40 years of barbaric oppression remains a
real possibility. The white 1liberals are
clearly unable to achfeve this transitien
without the support of the African
nationaliszs and it is for this reason that
the ANC has been legalised and Mandela
released from prison. After serving 28 years
for treason, Mandela has ben catapulted to
the cenctre of South African politics as the
man of the hour, the man to save South
African capitalism. How has this come about?

80s PROVE APARTHEID™S BANKRUPTCY

Since cthe wuprising in Soweto in
Socuth African capitalist class has
divided into twe mwmain factions, those
favoured coutinuing with aparcheid at all
costs, and those who argued for the
establishment of non-racial ‘democratic"
capitalist exploitation. The advent of de
Xlerk to the presidency indicates the second
faction has now achieved power, but this has

1876 the
been

who

not been an easy process. Since 1976 a
decade and a half of persisting wich
apartheid have exposed its  complete
banxruptcy and led the ruling class into its
present cul-de-sac. Military adventures have
ended in cdefeat, internal repression has
failed to prevent massive social unrest and

the econcmy s in ruins.

After the settlement in Zimbabwe
African regime tried to resist change by
using its economic streangth, and when this
failed, by using its military power. The
milicary adventures in Mozambique, Zimbabuwe,
Botswana, Lesotho and Angola have been well
publicised. Although the regime liked to
present them as great victories, they were in
fact part of & slow defeatz. The ingloricus
hauling down of the South African flag in
Windhoek, caplital of Namidbia, on 2lst March,
1990 was a dramatic acceptance of this fact.
The wars just became too expensive and by
1989 the Angola/Namibia war alone was costing
the regime over $i billion annually.

the South

Within the country repression had

failed to
guell «the unrest, though the dead were now
counted in thousands. After five years of

troops in the townships and the imposition of
a state of enmergency, rebellion is still
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boiling over. As we go to press a further 13
people have been killed by the police in the
township of Sebokeng. A further example of
the regime”s failure is the carnage in Natal
province where the pelice have feor 5 years
staked & feud between black factions by
‘arming and assisting the thugs of chief
Buthelezi®s Inkatha movement. The violence
began when the bosses used scabs of the
Inkatha union to break a bitter strike at the
Sarmcol rubber factory in Howick io 195
The scabs were protected and armeé by th
police and cthe feud between them and
strikers union federation, COSATU, and cthe
CDF followed. This violence has now reached
the point where 2500 people have been killed
in the last 12 months alone and is now
spiiling over into the centres of the cities
with shootouts occurring in broad dayligh:.
The regime”™s attempts to divide and rule have
led to lawiesness and anarchy on a scale
sufficient to scare off capital and reduce
profits.

The regime has also failed to tame the class

struggie. The rail strike which endeé ina
January this year left at leas: 27 workars
dead and over 10 million pounds ef rolling

[+ I

stock destroyed. This is a typical example
the violence of the class struggle.

it is, however, in the
apartheid regime has failed rost L

The early 80°s saw a sharp fall in the price
of gold from $5613 to $350 per cunce a-c Souzh
Africa had to borrow heavily. o1bn wes

economy

borrowed from the IMF and lcans from L< bants
rose to S$4.6bn by 1983. The GNF actuslly
decreased in both 1982 &nd 1983 and in lz:e
1985 the international banks led by Chase
Manhattan refused to roll over short ter:
loans of approximately S13bn out of the
foreign debr which was $20bkn. The rezize
declared 2 moratorium on its cebts and tone

value of the Rand fell. Since then thers hzs
been a flight of capital from the country &nd
at lesst $13bn has been withdrawn. South
Africa today has a growth rate of only 27 &n
inflation rate of 15%. The rsgime now needs
an impossibly high balance of surplus surpius
to repay its debts and a constant flew of
oil, high tech imports aand skilied labour
The international bourgeoisie has finall:

confidence, forcing the goverasent
retreat into a financial siege eccnomy. Ti
can only be a temporary measure for the l
of longer term capital {s debilitatin
economy as a whole and there is
unemployment.

I.S. IMPERTALISM FORCES CEANGES

With the Russian disengagement from southern
Africa, Western imperialism saw littie point
in further support for the apartheid regize.
The military adventures were actuzlly



endangering
frontlina  states,

Western interests in the
e.g. South  African
commandos were caught sabotaging Gulf 0il
inscallations in Angola and the destruction
of the rail network in Mozambique was
disrupting British interests in Zimbabwe.
Britain has even sent trocops to help
Zimbabwean troops protect the vrail links.
Within South Africa apartheid was restricting
profits and endangering the enormous capital
investments of the  West. Under these
circumstances US imperialism took the lead in
forcing the regime to accept a Namibian
settlement and to ditch apartheid.

ENDING APARTHEID TO SAVE CAPITALISM

The liberal faction of the South African
bourgeoisie have since the mid 807°s
recognised that the only social force able to
restore social peace and profits is the ANC.
It 1is for this reason that a stream of
exicent persons from the <chairman of
Anglo-American to acadermics of Afrikaans
universities have been beating a trail to tha
ANC”s door to sound them out about
post-apartheid society. They see in the ANC,
and in Mandela, the force which can save
capitalism. It is for this reason that
Mandela has been brought from priscn.

Many black workers look to Mandela as the man

who will free them from exploitation and
hardship. They are greatly deceived.

Since his release Mandeia has been at pains
tec stress his loyalty to the ANC and its

objecrives as stated in the 1955 Freedom
Charter. This charter is a liberal programme
spiced with a number of state capitalist
proposals. Al no stage deoes this programme
express any opposition to capitzlism and the
exploitation of the working class, racher it
aims to make this exploitaticn democratic and
share the spoils amongst a black capitalist
class. We cannot do berter than let Mandela
speak for himself on this,

"The ANC has never at any period of
hiscory advocated a revolutionary
the economic structure of the country, neor
has it vsessever comdeoned capicalist
scciety.” (From Mandela®s trial speech 1964)

its
change in

One thing which Mandela has stated since his
release 1is his continued commitment to the
nationalisation of the mines, banks and large

industries. Nationalisation, as Engels
pointed out over & century ago, cdoes not

alter the capitalist nature of
the laws of capitalism =5 i5 now clear from
the crisis in the Russian empire. It is
simply the dintroduction of state capitalism
ancé is not a gain for the working class. 1In
fact the ANC's objectives have nothing to do
with the working class”™s interests, they are

production or

to use the power of the state to foster a
black capitalist class. This Is precisely
what the Afrikaner nationalist parcty
atczempted to do in the 19307s and succeeded

in doing afrer its wvictory in 1948. The
Afrikaner perty bourgeoisie used the state as
a vehicle to enable it to accuwmulate capital
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and thus to become a fully fledged sectiocn of
the South African capicalist class. 1t is
precisely this which the ANC proposes. Again
we let Mandela speak for himself,

"The break-up and democratisation of these
wonopolies will open up fresh fields for the

development of a prosperous, non-European
bourgeois class, For the first time in the
history of this country, the non-Europeans

‘bourgeoisie will have the opportunity to own,

in their own name and right, milis and
factories, and trade and private enterprise
will boom and flourish as never before."

(Mandela “In our lifetime” 1956

"No easy walk to freedoa" R
1965)

reprinted in
First (Ed.)

Thus the nationalisations proposad in the
Freeden Charter, even if they were carried
out, and coubt has beea cast on this by
Mandela®s millionaire friend Richard Maponya,
would not  benefit the working class.
Mandela”s task is to save South African
capitalism and as workers worldwide know this
means sacrifices and worse conditions fer
them.

SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS

South African workers have nc iateres: in
placing themselves in the infantry of the
African nationalists. Todays nationalists are
tomorrow”s bosses. The way forward is for
workers to continue their own class struggles
for the ending of apartheid and for better
pay and conditions; to unify and extend these

struggles independently of any negotiaticas
the regime may have with the African
nationalists. This struggie should give

itself the longer term aim of overthrowing
capitzlisa and building a communist societwv.
The first step on this road is the crearion
of a political organisation of the nest
conscious workers fighting only for the
interests of the working «class. The
emancipation of the South African werking
class is the task of the workers themselves.
As elsevhere in the world che talk of
democracy ané national indepaendence is 1o
more than a diversion to create a new form of
slavery for the working class. The releasa
of Mandela and his courting by Western
imperialism should already have made that
message abundantly clear.



South Africa

MORE CARNAGE FOR

CAPITALISM

In the months of July to September over 800
people were Killed in the Johannesburg area of
South Africa, the Reef, in so called “black on
black™ fighting. This fighting was an extension
of the battles in Natal province which in the last
5 years have claimed 4000 lives. Such butchery
1s on a scale comparable with that in the Lebanon,
vet it is occurring in a country with a strong
central government and a ruthlessly efficient
police and military. Why is this?

A Settlement to save South African
Capitalism

As we showed in WV 31 the 8)'s had proved the
economic and political bankruptcy of apartheid.
Apartheid was of no further use (o capitalism,
rather it was an obstacle in the path of profits and
accumuiation and so it had to go. It is for this
reason that the ANC has been legitimised and its
leaders, who professed undying loyalty to capi-
talism, released from gaol. We also pointed out.
however, that the path towards a “democratic”
capitalism in SA was a highly dangerous one
containing the possibility of descent into chaos
and civil war. The barbaric slaughter on the reef
in battles between the ANC and Inkatha is a
confirmation of this danger.

Inkatha

Like the ANC I[nkatha is a capitalist organisation
but a more reactionary one. It was founded in the
70’s as a cultural organisation to preserve Zulu
customs, ie it was exclusively Zulu and nation-
alist. [t was unashamedly pro-free enterprise
supporting the free market and aimed to build up
a Zulu capitalist class. Its leader, Chief Buthelezi,
who is the government appointed chief minister
of the Zulu homeland of Kwa Zulu has anempted
to make the movement THE national movement
of SA's 7 million Zulus. Approximately 5 mil-
lion Zulus live in Kwa Zuiu, an area about three
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times the size of Lebanon, which is
poverty-siricken and where illiteracy 1s the norm.
Buthelezi controls the budget, almost entirely
funded by Pretona, and the administration of this
territory. Of particular importance in ensuring
Inkatha’s dominance are the dreaded Kwa Zulu
Police (KZP) who, of course, are trained armed
and supported by their comrades in arms, the
South African Police (SAP). In rural areas local
chiefs, loyal to Inkatha are appointed who in tur
appoint pro-Inkatha “Indunas” or headmen un-
der them. These people are able to levy local
taxes and, in cooperation with the KZP, arm their
followers and become virtual war lords ia their
own areas. They operate a reign of terror and
carry out murder after murder with impunity.
Much of inkatha’s membership has been recruited
by such people at gunpoint.

White Nationalists

The South African regime used Inkatha as a
bulwark against the ANC/UDF uaionisation of
workers in Natal. [nkatha attempted to start its
own union, UWUSA, whose job was to supply
scabs during strikes and attempt to keep Zulu
workers under Inkatha control. It was in the
picket line battles in Natal in 1985 that the first
flames of the violence were kindled. Unlike the
latest fighting these battles were not tnibal. they
were Zulu against Zulu. In the late 80's the
regime saw the ANC as the prncipal enemy so
Inkatha was given police arms and protection.

De Klerk's moves towards a settlement mean
that attempts to annihilate the ANC have been
abandoned: however attempts to weaken it have

ot. If Inkatha can be brought into the negotia-
tions as 2 Zulu voice on an equal footing to the
ANC then a constitution more favourable 10
aroup rights, group democracy and all the other
famous ideas of avoiding universal sufferage on
a common roll, are more likely to be agreed. De



Klerk therefore supports the violence to a degree
and this is why he will not sack his law and order
minister Vlok, as Nelson Mandela advises. In
doing this, however, De Klerk is treading a
dangerous path as there are also sections of the
white population who have an interest in simply
encouraging further chaos and bloodshed in or-
der to discredit the reforms and return to old-style
apartheid. There can be little doubl that sections
of the police are actually doing this. Not only is
Inkatha being armed and supported but some
whites are also taking part in their raids. It has
recently been reported that whites with blackened
faces have been killed during Inkatha raids and
the bodies spirited away by the South African
Police. Such a descent into chaos threatens De
Klerk's attempts to stabilise the situation and
attract international capital to the country. When
140 people are killed in a single night or when 26
are butchered on a train in Johannesburg in broad
daylight and when no atiempt is made to arrest
those responsible, international capital is scared
off.

Inkatha Gains

The recent fighting on the reefl appears to have
started with a week of action calied by the ANC
against Inkatha. A stayaway from work was
organised on the 2nd July and the demands for
the dismantling of the KZP and the arrest of
Inkatha warlords were raised. The Zulu workers
on the reef are mostly migrant workers living in
hostels. They endure appalling conditions be-
cause his 1s the only way they can support their
families in Kwa Zulu. There was immediate
picket line violence as Zulu workers ignored the
stayaway. Inkatha with the help of the police had
litle difficulty in presenting the ANC's campaign
as an attack on Zulus and the Zuiu nation, and
afiter the first 50 people had been killed this is
what it became. Zulus were stoned and burmed
because being Zulu made them suspected Inkatha
sympathisers, and conversely Xhosas, who
dominate the ANC leadership, were killed by
Zulus for being Xhosa,

The Zulus proved the stronger force and the
ANC had the humiliation of calling on the South
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Afnican army to protect the townships. This was
precisely the opposite of their previous demands
for the removal of the army and the ending of the
state of emergency. The army has returned
unleashing operation “Iron Fist” which consists
of curfews, road blocks, house searches and
further repression. The ANC has also had to
backtrack on its refusal to meet the Inkatha
leadership and at the end of October the ANC
proposed a meeting betwen Mandela and
Buthelezi. All this has been a setback for the
ANC and could lose it support among the
township youth. It has not however, been a
betrayal. as some claim, since both organisations
support the same fundamental interests, those of
capitalism and these interests have never been in
question.

Workers’ Interests

As we said in Workers Veoice No 51:-

South African workers have no interest in
placing themselves in the infantry of the
African Nationalists.

Unfortunately this is what has occurred. The 800
dead were almost exclusively workers and the
fighting was between two capitalist factions both
of whom have no interest whatsoever in the
welfare of the working class. Workers in South
Africa should continue the struggle for their own
interests of pay, conditions and the ending of
apartheid and refuse to be drawn into the bloody
feuds of the future bosses of South African
capitalism. It is vital that communisis in South
Africa form a political organisation capable of
denouncing both the ANC and Inkatha and
voicing the interests of the South African working
class.



Apartheid to Go:
Capitalism to Stay

The announcement by the South African
President, F.W. de Klerk on Ist February that
three more of the central pillars of apartheid
are to be scrapped is a continvation of the
South African capitalists’ strategy of ending
apartheid to save capitalism. As we have
shown in previous editions of the paper (see
Workers’ Voice 51 and 54) apartheid has be-
come a threat to the very existence of South
African capitalism itself. Just as democracy
was “conceded” in the nineteenth century to
European workers toideologically undermine
their struggle against Europe's capitalists now
the South African capitalists, spearhcaded by
the multinational bosses want to do the same
thing. Conceding political “freedom™ masks
the economic and social prison which work-
ers face under capitalism. Apartheid thus has
to go and a more democratic system of capi-

talist exploitation has to be introduced in its
place.

Whilst the multinationals hope to benefit from
a more pliant workforce, the removal of the
laws in question will principally benefit black
capitalists, and after their repeal the barriers
to the development of black capitalists and
their businesses will be removed. They will
now have the same rights and privileges as

white capitalists. This is the real meaning of
the abalition of the Group Areas Act and the
Race Classification Act. Bothacts were passed
in 1950 when the Afrikaner nationalist gov-
emment was consolidating the system of ex-
ploitation based on cheap migrant labour, In
those days the idea of a black capitalist class
was anathema to the Nationalists. Afrikaner
capitalism was then in its infancy and saw its
inierests as being in the continued use of a
sysiem of cheap, colonial-style, unskilled la-
bour. When the “classical™ imperialist pow-
ers like Britain and France, under pressure
from the USA, were abandoning colonialism
for more subtle imperialist methods the Afri-
kaner bourgeoisie were developing their own
fermofit. The rise of a black bourgeoisie was
scen by them as a competitive threat which
would undermine the whole system. The
political forces which supponted the rise of the
black capitalist class such as the ANC, the
South African Communist Party and the Lib-
erals were banned and silenced. These laws
were aimed at keeping the African peoples
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solcly as a prolemnat. and their stupidity,
even in capitalist terms, which the liberals
clearly pointed out at the time, has beenamply
demonstrated in the intervening years.

The Land Act, which is the third act to be
abolished, forbids Africans - who mzke vp
80% of the population - to own land in ali but

, .about 10% of the country. This act actually

dates from a much earlier period and was
passed in 1913, Its purpose was similar o that
of the enclosure of the common lands in
England in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. It was to drive subsistence farmers
off the land and force them to become wage
labourers, Capital was unable to establish
itself without this wage labour and the Land
Act was aimed at creating the landless prole-
tarians which South African capitalism re-
quired. The three decades following the en-
acting of this law saw the almost total elimi-
nation of African farmers owning their own
land and cattie. It also eliminated those farm-
ing land owned by whites on the sharecrop-
ping basis known as the “on-the-half™ system
in which haif the harvest went as rent (o the
white landowner. These people too were
transformedinto wage labourers and the 7.3%
of the land then “reserved” for Africans be-
came the reservoirs of labour for factories,
farms and mines. This act has long since
achieved its purpose. Ithas created the prole-
tariat. To abolish it now will introduce a
minor safety valve for some blacks to become
farmers or for the existing black bourgeoisie
(i.c ANC Ieaders and backers) 1o buy houses
in hitherto restricted “white™ areas.

As far as the working class is concerned the
rescinding of these laws will not make z great
deal of difference (police harassment under
them has been almost stopped). The new
freedoms are essentially only for those who
already own capital.

Class Struggle not National Struggle

Now that the South African capitalist class
has started to reform South African capital-
ism it cannot tum back. They clearly hope
that their acceptance of the black capitalists as
class brothers and sisters will also buy off the
black working class, stabilise the situation



and encourage foreign capital to return to the

country. There is some justification for this

optimism. Up to now the ANC has been

largely successful in channeliing the struggle

against capitalism into black nationalism.

Mandela has not been praised and feted by the

intermnational capitalist press for nothing. But
it will not be so easy for the ANC to preserve
this myth once it becomes clear that little will

change for the workers. Of course there will

be radical splinters from the ANC which wiil

continue to represent black nationalism as

black class interests. South African workers

will have toresist this and recognise that there
only hope of a better future lies as one of the

batialions in the international class army which

confronis capitalism everywhere.

Who Will

Exploit the

Workers?

The so-called “Inkathagate scandal which
came to light in July and August reveals the
brutality of the struggle between the South

African capitalist factions over who will -

exploit the South African workers in future.

“Workers” Voice™ has consistently maintained
that the violeace in Natal from 1986 on and
the more recent butchery on the reef have
been sustained by the regime. Itis now freely
admitted that the regime has organised camage
on a massive scale by training, arming and
organising death squads and gangs of Inkatha
warrors. As some of those hired to do the
butchery begin to spiil the beans it 1s becoming
clear that a campaign on such a scale must
have the blessing of the government and it is
not the work of a handful of die-hard while
racists. Itis now also clear that government
funds have been going to Inkatha and
particularly to its trade union, UWUSA, on
such a scale that this must have been authonsed
at cabinet level. What are the real issues
behind this violence?

Capitalist Factions

The daving force behind the changes in South
Africa, as we have frequently pointed out, is
South African capitalism’s need for higher
profits which requires foreign capital
investment. This in turm demands social
stability and a political settlement. Since
apartheid can no longer guarantee these

conditions and therefore those profits the
factions that supported apartheid were of no
further use for South African capitalism. Their
historical role was played out and those
factions opposing apartheid were now
essential. Hence the rapid liberalisation of the
Afrikaner National Party and the unbanning
of the Afdcan nationalists and their fellow-
travellers. However, although all of these
factions are now in favour of a “non-racial

bourgeois democratic™ South Afrca, there
remain deadly nivalries between them.

The Afrikaner nationalists wish to entrench
their privileges. This demands that the new
constitution is drawn up by them and voted on
by the present white minority electorate of
approximately 4 millions. After a “yes” vote
in a referendum this constitution couid be
imposed by the present regime. The recent
constitutional proposals of De Kierk put to the
National Party congress in Bloemfontein
indicate the type of constitution the regime
has in mind. Itis one sufficiently weighted in
favour of the minorities and property-owners
to give them a power of veto thus ensuring
that the privileges of the present ruling faction
persist. Clearly these constitutional proposais
would have to be given some son of assent by
the 30 million African majority. The Afrikaner
nationalists hope that this could be dene by a
constitutional conference in which homeland
leaders, who are appointed and paid by the
regime. Asian and mixed race leaders and
whites could outvote the African nationalists.

The African nationalists for their part wish to
use the state as a vehicle to build up the class
of black capitalists. Such a process will erode
the privileges of the white petty bourgeoisie
and brings them into direct conflict with the
Afrikaner nationalists. However since the
blacks are in the overwhelming majority this
does nof require ccoking up any complicated
and nidicclous constitutions. Consequentls
the ANC favour an clected constitetional
assembly to draft the constitution, and an
interim government to govern the couniry
until the constitution is implemented.

The weakness in the Afrikaner nationalists
scheme is getting some support of African
support. The campaign of terror is designed
to achieve this support. It is hoped that
relentless violence will fragment the suppont
for the ANC and, more concretely, divide the
blacks along tribal lines so that a settlement,
any settlement, even one dictated by the
Afrikaner nationalists, would be preferable
than the continuing mayhem and massacres.
Government agents such as Buthelezi, the



Kwa Zuiu homeland leader and his [nkatha
organisation are vital to this scheme, hence
the massive support which he has been given.

The campaign of violence however is also
preventing capital investment from abroad
despite the lifting of U.S. sanctions by Bush.

[t has been estimated that an investment of

£20 biliions is required annually to revive the
economy ravaged by sancticns and the world
capitalist crisis of accumulation. It was to get
this investment that the white capitalists of
South Africa pushed to get rid of apartheid in
the first place. Consequently these important
sections of South African capitalism do not
support the De Klerk strategy.

The ANC by contrast, is making itself more
attractive to these sections of the “white
business community™. First, at its July
Congress it made its previous commitment to
the nationalisation of the banks and miners
even more vague and distant. The collapse of
the Soviel Empire has undermined those in
the ANC who wanted a.command-style
economy thus making it easy for Mandela to
shift the emphasis of the ANC programme.
Secondly, and not unconnectediy, the ANC is
atternpling to attract international capital. An
example of this was the setting up of the
Development Bank of Southern Africa in
New York in June following a visit by Nelson
Mandela in which he talked to some of those
involved. The bank which is spearheaded by
the Rockerfeller Foundation is to channel
U.S. capital into a post-apartheid South Africa,
lts programme, which was sent to the ANC
for approval, says support will be given to
development projects committed Lo “economic
literalism and the growth of the private sector™,
It is no wonder the ANC's East European
* command-siyle policies of the 1955 Freedom
Charter are being guietly forgotten. South
Adfrican state capitalism will not greatly change
with the ending of apartheid and the
establishment of so-called “majority
government”. [t will in fact be the rule of a
minority of white and black capitalists over
the working class of every colour or group.

No Change for the South African
Workers

Cleariy the batiles being fought between all
the warring groups are ones between different
factions of the capitalist class. There is no
proletarian or working class content in any of
them. A victory for the ANC would not
benefit the black working class just as the
ZANU victory in what used to be called

Rhodesia did not benefit the Zimbabwean
workers. This is because the ANC is
committed to capitalism (and always has been)
and the continued exploitation of the working
class. ILis on the backs of the South African
workers that the leaders of the ANC and the
rising African capitalist class will enrich
themselves, Already the ANC leadership is
sharing the privileges of the South African
bosses (e.g. ex-ANC President Oliver Tambo
-recently moved into a 3.5 million Rand house
next door to the financial director of Anglo-
American). The tragedy is that whilst these
parasites wallow in luxury workers are on the
streets killing cach other because of the
manouevring for power of the capitalist
factions. The fact that it keeps the working
class divided by racial and national allegiances
perfectly suits their game. It will make it all
the casier to extort more surplus value from
them in the new capitalist disorder that is
called South Africa.

South Africa after .theAReferendum

BLACK BOSSES

CLOSER TO
POWER

NO CHANGE
FOR THE

WORKERS &,
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The massive vote for reform in the March
referendum should not have surprised anyone.
The real issue to be decided was whether the
black African bourgeoisie should be given a
share of political power. South African
capitalism together with Western imperialism
required a decisive “Yes" vote, and when
capitalism has decisive needs it finds means
of secuning the right votes from the working
class. The South African bosses all contributed
massive funds to the “Yes" campaign as the
only answer which might revive South African
capitalism. The “No™ camp was poriraved as
an absurd anachronism in the media.
Capitalism needs to bring the black bosses
into the circle of the ruling elite because it
knows that without them the explosive sociai
situation could not be brought under control.
Without them South African industry cannot



be restructured and without these things
foreign capital could not be secured for the
investment that is so desperately needed. For
South African capital the Mandelas, Tambos
and Mbekes have a vital role to play and the
sooner they are brought to the centre of the
stage the better.

In winning this referendem De Kierk has
jumped several hurdles at one leap. The most
important of these is that the referendum can
be presented as the mandate for a binding
constitutional deal with the African
nationalists. This means that there is no need
for a future whites-only referendum on the
new constitution.  Secendly, he has
marginalised his right wing opponents, and
thirdly he has now achieved a free hand to end
the policy of internal destabilisation camied
out by the police and military. This allows
closer cooperation with the ANC and the
dumping of Inkatha. Moves along these lines
have been evident since the referendum and
even tentative moves o purge the police and
military have been started. For example, a
white commander who ordered the massacre
of ANC mourners at a funeral as part of the
poiicy of support for Inkatha has been
sentenced to death, More details of the
operation of military training camps for
Inkatha killers run by the army and the
notoricus death squads are slowly coming to
light. These are, of course, implicating senior
govermment and ariy figures, but clearly De
Klerk feels that these people can be sacrificed.
Meanwhile 5 white MPs have joined the ANC
giving it a voice in the white parliament.

As the move to bring the African nationalists
to power proceeds they tco are marginalising
their radical elements. This is the real meaning
of Mandela's break with his wife Winnie,
who still has a following amongst-the more
radical rank and file ANC members. Itis also
the reason behind Mandela’s downgrading of
the ANC's commiunent to nationalisation of
the key sectors of the South African economy.

Condition of the Working Class

The condition of the black African working
class is appalling and is constantly
detencrating. Le Monde Diplomatique reports
that overall 47% of the active population is
unemployed, and that income per head has
fallen 1.5% each year since 1981. Coupled
with inflation of around 20%, no social security
and the massive disruption of families and
social patiemns created by apartheid the social
situation is explosive. More vulnerable
sections of the population are on the brnk of
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starvation, particularly the elderly and children
are often simply abandoned by destitute
mothers. Levels of crime have long exceeded
those of the worst US cities and the police
have given up trying to enforce the law in
many areas. These things are a consequence
of both the global crisis of capitalism and the
particular idiocies of apartheid.

The global aspect of the crisis is reflected in
the general decline in the whole of the southern
African region. Countries which have
appeared stable for years, such as Malawi and
Zaire have been tom apart by strikes, riots and
mutinies, In Malawi the first strikes for thiny
years have just taken place (see p. 2 of this
issue). These two countries also suffer from
the fact that they are no longer of strategic
importance to Western imperialism since the
ex-USSR's Afrnican ambitions in Angola and
Mozambique have long since collapsed. Now
loans and scurces of economic support are
drying up and the West has just realised that
these countries are not democractes! Within
Mozambique and Angola the situation has
been made worse by the guerilla wars for
which the West and particularly South Africa
are direcily responsible. Throughout the region
there is also a severe drought and the
combination of these factors is resulting in
hundreds of thousands of deaths in
Mozambique and floods of refugees to the
surrounding countries including South Africa.
The misery inflicted upon them by South
Afnca dees not end there. Many Mozambiguan
women are sold as concubines for less than
£40 to the black bourgeoisie whilst the white
farmers take those that can work as slaves, If
they complain of the lack of wages they are
immediately handed over to the police for
deportation back 10 Mozambique.

Democracy to the Rescue

The bosses aim 1o save the day by introducing
bourgeois democracy and getting the black
bosses up {ront {0 defuse the situation whils:
litle in fact will socially change. Already the
press is full of walk about the need to dampen
down the expeclations Africans hold out for
the future. In plain language that means that
nothing will change with the introducticn of
democracy All that will change is that the
workers will have voted for their oppressors,
who will be in a position to then impose
restructuring. which for the working class
means increased productivity, redundancies
and further hardship, with a “mandate” from
the people. The workers” position will in fact
be worse.



Unfortunately the working class in South
Africa and elsewhere, e.g. Malawi, 2ppears to
be taken in, at least for the present. by the
democraiic charade. Democracy has given
nothing to the European and American
working classes bot it will give the besses
time and political space. South Afncan
werkers should not be deflecied {rom their
own programme as apartheid’s collapse
dominates the agenda. Workers should
continue to fight on the economic {ront for
better wages and conditions and against
redundancies. Here they will immediately
come into conflict with the ANC-dominated
unicns. These will call more and more openiy
for workers to give the ANC a chance, be
patient and even make sacrifices for the “good
of the country™. All this shit has been heard
before. Scuth African workers will have io
break with the millionaire businessmen who
fund the nationalists and with their henchmen
in the trades unions. With the collapse of
apzrtheid the real class strugele can begin.

Workers Strike

for Bosses

In early August South African workers smgec\

the largest strikes in the country’s history.
Between three and four million workers struck
in a general strike for two days despite massive
intimidation and ihreats of violence from
Government and police gangs of kitlers. The
fact that this occurred indicates the high fevel
of militancy on the part of the workers and
their determination to better their conditions
and win concessions from their bosses. The
strike was called at a time when there were
already bitter and prolonged strikes in various
sectors of the economy, particularly the motor
and health sectors where mass sackings had
been the order of the day.

Despite the strike was iurned from being a
vehicle for the defence of class interests into
being a defence of the interests of the black
bosses of the African Nationalist Congress.
[nstead of a struggle for the defence of wages
and workir;g conditions the strike became a
demonstration of suppont for the negotiating
position of the ANC and an attempt to win
concessions from the white bosses in the
current pegotiations to cook up a new non-
racial capitalist order.

From the start the ANC tried to limit and
control the strike and in this they were largely
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successful. At first a week long sirike was
planned but the main union COSATU offered
to limit it to two days if certain concession
were made by the white bosses, such as closing
their factories. Despite the fact that many of
the white bosses supporl the African
nationalists they were not prepared to lose
two days profit. When the concessions were
refused COSATU limited the strike to two
days anyway and gave the bosses plenty of
waming. They further ensured that no class

_ demands were raised, such as the obvious one

for re-instatement of workers sacked in the car
factories, When the strike passed off peacefully
and caused limited disruption the African
nationalists were delighted at their success in

controlling it and congratulating themselves ail
round.

The reality behind what has happened is that the
workers have been tricked into becoming the

-infantry of the rising African capitalist class as

they struggle for political power. The workers
struggle has been used as a force 1o intimidate the
Government into making further concessions
which could re-open negotiations to install this
class in power, Once they are in power they will
be forced to hold down wages and the living
conditions of the workers just as vicicusly zs
their white colleagues do at present. Alreacy
they openly talk of disillusioning the workers of
their rising expectations and the need for
sacrifices. The African capitalists cannot heip
the workers since their aim is to live off the
surplus value created by them. The workers

only road to a better future is to struggle
against both black and white capitalists for

their own class interesis. In the context of

this strike this means that the workers
would have taken control of the strike
themselves instead of awaiting the
leadership of the ANC union federation
COSATU. In which case they would have

been able to impose their own demands for

better wages and conditions. Such demands

are not compatible with a South African
capitalism in crisis (whoever runs it) and
would have launched the workers on course

to establishing their own programme.



A Step Towards

Nonracial
Exploitation

la mid-February the South African govern-
ment and the ANC agreed to draft proposals for
a transizional government, a timetable for its
implementation and the resumption of the
constituticnal conference (Codesa). Workers'
Voice has consistently argued that the interests
of capitalism demanded the death of apartheid
and the institution of nonracial bourgeois
democracy. Although the process has been a
drawn out and messy one, the recent events are
a further confirmation that it is the needs of
capitalism which are the motor force behind
developments, and that the major players in this
development are capitalist factions.

The Codesa talks were deadlocked from
May '92 because the capitalist faction
represented by the Nationalist Party and the SA
government demanded a veto for whites in the
future constitution. This was irreconcilable
with the position of the other major capitalist
faction, the ANC. The breakdown of the talks
was followed by 9 months in which both
facnons have tried to strengthen their position
outsida the talks. The government stepped up
its carnpaign of murder and mayhem designed
to demoralise the ANC supporters into accepting
any deal which would end the cammage. This
cuiminated in the Boipathong massacre of
June "92. After this the ANC formally broke
off the talks and launched a series of protests,
the most significant being a 2-day general
stnke in early August in which 3.5 million
warkers took part. This strike was too short to
seriously embarrass SA capital. It was not
designed as a class response to class issues. It
was a controlled waming by the ANC to the
government of its ability to mobilise black
workers {or its capitalist ends and as such it was
successful. Other protests were fairly
ineffectual. It was, however, the continuing
economic crisis and social breakdown which
forced compromise and resumption of the talks.

From the reports which we have it appears that
itis, as we predicied. the ANC which has gained
most {rom the 9 months breakdown of the talks.
There appear now to be no demands for a white
veto, only an agreement for a transitional
govemment to rematn in power for five years
while an elected assembly drafts a new
constitution. As predicted in WV 61, De Klerk
has had to abandon his sepport for the programme
of massacres which the regime was pursuing
with such enthusiasm. A start has been made
te clearing out the top ranking butchers from
the military and police and the rug is being
pulled from under Buthelezi and the Inkatha
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thugs, who are now clearly visible as creatures
of the regime. At the same time Mandela has
qualified the ANC’s programme of
nationalisation of the mines and other capital,
a programme clearly unacceptable to Western
capitalism as a whole, to the point where these
things are simply not on the agenda. Also
workers have been wamed of the need to limit
their expectations of better conditions after the
institution of bourgeois democracy, i.e.,
capitalist exploitation will continue just as
savagely.

Western Imperialism

South Africa is still a country with vital interests
for Western capitalism which needs to continue
expleiting its minerals and its labour. Now that
Russian imperialism has been eliminated from
the area, Western imperialism is free to dictate
a settlement and it is Western imperialism
which is the determining force behind the
moves towards settlement in this part of Africa.
The principal events of the last few years such
as the Namibian settlement, the moves towards
settlement in Mozambique, the Angoian
elections and the recent denunciation by the US
of its creation, UNITA, and the impending
changes in Zaire ail show the hand of Westemn
imperialism moulding the area to its needs.
These needs are nonracial capitalism with
efficient and cheap client governments
administering the area to the dictates of the IMF
for the benefit of Western impenalism as a
whole. The intervention in Somalia stands as
a wamning that direct intervention elsewherz in
Africa to protect Western capital is a distinct
possibility. In South Africa itis clear what is
required and the major players are leaming to
dance tc this tune, despite the ideological
somersaults they are having 1o perform.

Working Class Opposition

As we have documented in previous articles
conditions for the working class are atrocious.
Neither intemational capitalism nor the locai
factions such as the ANC have any interest in
or intention of changing this. South African
workers need 10 unite, both black and which.
and oppose all factions of capitalism. They need
to struggle for better wages and conditiens
against the common enemy. It is particularly
important for black workers to break with the
ANC and take the road to class politics.



South Africa after the Hani Murder

The ANC - The
Shield of South
African Capitalism

The murder of Chris Hani, a leading member
of the South African Commumst Party and one-
time head of the ANC guerrilla organisation,
has once again created a major crisis for the

apartheid regime in South Africa. It seems

likely that this was the intention of the murder-
ers. Those accused are connected to the fascist
AWRB of Eugene Terre Blanche and the extreme
right wing of the ultra-racist Conservative
Party, although the role of the South African
security forces has yet to be explained. For years
the ultra-right have been systematically outma-
neeuvred by the National Party led by President
De Klerk for years and this is an act intended
to disrupt the slow process towards a power-
sharing system between the ex-colonial white
minonty and the black majority. Plunging that
process into chaos is their best bet of avoiding
black majority rule.

Conditions of the Majority

Amazingly the black supporters of the ANC
have shown considerable restraint. It is true that
Mandela was booed by the youth element in the
ANC when demanding calm, and it is true that
there have been some nots. However the scale
of these has been relatively small. The death-
toll (some 28 people} in the week of Hani's
funeral has largely been down to the indescrib-
able brutality of the South African police
against black demanstrators. It is also lower
than the normal weekly average.

“This restraint is all the more amazing when we
remember that, for ali the wlk, the sitzation of
the blacks in South Afnica is worse than ten years
ago. Black workers still earn only an eighth of
white workers and unemployment in the town-
ships has nisen to almost 30%. Income per head
has fallen 1.5% every year since |981. As
inflation 1s around 20% and there is no system
of social secunty the situation is explosive.
However the South African state has not been
slow to channel anger into conflicts it can cope
with. State funds and state agents have created
a mini-civil war berween the poarest workers,
pitting Xhosa against Zulu, ANC members
against the followers of Inkatha. If the blacks
fight each cther they won’t fight the systemn.

ANC to the Rescue

But the best defence of South African capital-
ism is the ANC. For years the US and Bntish-
based mulunaticnals, in their aim of maintaining
stability for their investments have been push-
ing for an end 1o apartheid. Their preferred

a

candidate has been Mandela. After the murder
of Hani it was Mandela, not De Klerk, who
cailed for calm. Whilst De Klerk didn't bother
to come back from his holidays, Mandela
1sisted on making two broadcasts for peace
on South African TV on the day of Hani's death.

Now is the time for all South Africans to stand
together against those who, from any quarter, wish
to destroy what Chris Hani gave his life for - the
Sfreedom of all of us.

Financial Times 19.4.93

ANC marshals on the streets have largely kept
the angriest of the youth in check. This has been
the role of the ANC since long before Mandela's
release three years ago. The African Nationat
Congress is in reality the movement of the South
African black bourgeoisie. Its leaders no longer
live in the townships but in previously white
suburbs like Boksburg where Hani was eunned
down outside his home. There are now biack
millionaires who finance the ANC and supply
Mandela with a wealthy life-style. As the CWO
has argued for z2lmost twenty years the ending
of apartheid will only marginally improve the
civic status of blacks. It will not end their
exploitation and poverty. In fact the ANC's
democratic programme for blacks is essential
o maintain the capitalist state in South Africa.
As the Financial Times concluded

The expeciation that taiks, due to resume soon, will
set a date for elections, was a vital safety valve.

In a editorial on 19th April, 1993,

It will change nothing for the working class in
South Africa which must develop its own
programime. As we wrote only last year,

Sauth African workers should not be diverted from
their own programme as apartheid’s collapse
dominates the agenda. Workers should continue 1o
fight on the economic front for better wages and
conditions and against redundancies, Here they
will immediately come into conflict with the ANC-
dominated unions. These will call more and more
openly for workers to give the ANC a chance, be
patient and even make sacrifices for the “good of
the country”, All this shit has been heard before.
South African workers will have to break with the
millionaire businessrmen who fund the nationalists
and their henchmen in the trades unions. With the
collapse of apartheid the real class struggle can
begin.

Black Bosses Closer io Power — No Change

for the Workers (Workers' Voice 61, p.3)



DEMOCRACY AND
PROLETARIAN

MASSACRES

While the moves towards a settlemnent in South
Africa continue the violence aimed at preventing
such a settlement escalates. On the one hand the
progress towards an election continues with
almosi indecent haste, and the reason is clearly
that the situation of both the Government and
the ANC is becoming extremely difficult. For
the ANC the scale of viclence has made its calls
for peace, restraint, moderation, patience and so
forth almost incredible, In the week after the
peace demonstration of 2 September, 100 people
were killed, in August 550 were Killed and in
the last 3 years 10500 have died. Escalating
bloodshed is strengthening the hand of the more
radical elements who openly call for ending the
censtitutional talks and carrying the war into the
white hearilands. Their cry of “No peace, no
peace™ and even the Pan African Congress
slogan of "One settler one bullet™ has been heard
on ANC demonstrations since the military
teader Chris Hani was gunned down. The ANC
leadership bluntly informed the government
that unless an election date was fixed they could
"lose control” of their supporters in the townships.
Similarly the comparatvely minor massacres
of whites coupled with an unprecented
breakdown of law and order have produced a
steady haemorrhage of support for the Nationalist
Governmeni. The formation of the right wing
umbrelia organisation the Volksfront is a further
threat.

For both the ANC and the Nationalists the sooner
the election the better, for the svoner it is the less
support they will lose. The agreement of a date
for the elections of 27 April 1994 and the
agreement on the constitution of the Transitional
Executive Committee (TEC) are both
achievements which indicate that the momentumn
1o the election continues. These achievements
are at the expense of great concessions on the
part of the ANC. It appears that some sort of
power sharing with the Nationalists is envisaged
until the end of the century and binding conditions
providing a framework for the future constitution
wiil be laid down before the election. The TEC
which was supposed to guarantee the faimess
of the election by limiting the atrocities of the
1+ ice and army requires such large majorities
1o averride a government decision as to be
virtually powerless. For the Nationalists, their
entire programme since 1990 amounts to a
complete repudiation of all they have stood for
since 1912 and the adoption of the piatform of
the opposition. It is not surprising they feel
vulnerable. rather it is a measure of the desperate
situation of SA capitalism that they have been
able to do this at all. However, as the CWO has
continually pointed out it is the ANC and the
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Nationalists who represent the mainstream
interests of capitalism.

The right wing parties and Inkatha withdrew
from the constitutional talks once an election
date was fixed. They are conscious that an
election will reveal the marginal nature of their
support and they demand that their 2ims are
guaranteed in advance of the drafting of any
future constitution. These aims amount to 2
separate Afrikaner republic, in the case of the
Afrikaner right, and a loose federation in which
Inkatha and Chief Buthelezi retain power over
Kwa Zulu, in the case of Inkatha. Such demands
which are essentially a continuation of apartheid
and the further Balkanisation of the country
come from elements of the petit bourgeoisie and
certainly are not in the interests of industrial
capitaism. Indusirial capital requires
reincorporation of the existing homelands and
a ur}ix:;p' s(alel guaranteeing stable conditions of
capitalist exploitation - precisely the policies of
the ANC. F P s

Yiolence

While itis clear that the aims of the right wing
are not achievable, the capacity of these groupings
1o cause bloodshed and camage i< not in question.
The links between Inkatha and the police and
the military have been partly exposed as have
the police and military’s sordid involvement in
various massacres. The Kwa Zulu homeland,
Buthelezi and Inkathz are creations of apartheid
and that the regime has armed them and used
them for its own ends should not surprise anyone.
The regime previously followed a policy of
fomenting blcodshed in this way, however, the
fact that the government has failed to reign in
this violence at this stage indicates deep divisions
in the regime. Indeed De Klerk still retains some
of the people responsible for this butchery in key
cabinet posts. Even the atiempt to stem the
violence by sending the anmy into the townships
in August has not been successful. If the violence
continues at the present level the timetabie for
the election will be threwn out.

Exploitation and massacres for the
working class

Both the aims of “democracy” and the further
division of the country serve the interests of the
bourgeoisie and not those of the working class.
The fact that it is workers who are being
mobilised for the killing and who are the victims
shows that the bosses have succeeded in
persuading them to be cannon fodder in these
battles. While many workers can see through the



lies of Inkatha those of the ANC still retain some
credibility. The fundamental issue for the SA
bosses 1s restoring profitability and this means
stabilising the social situation and so regularising
the exploitation of the working class. The
finance minister, Derek Keys, stated quite clearly
what was required. The economy must be
restructured and government spending must
fall, jobs must be cut in the civil service, there
must be a wage freeze and interest rates must
rcmun hngh In addition massive capital
investment was required. Mr Keys went on to
add that there was agreement on these matters
between himself and the ANC economic policy
chief and that he often invited the general

secretary of COSATU (the union federation) to
correct his economic plans one of the more
important of which has been to raise VAT by
40%. He thinks the behaviour of organised
labour in the tripartite National Economic Forum
(the bosses, government and unions) has been
“outstanding”. {Financia! Times 19/4/63) There
is similar agreement on the issue of foreign
capital investment and Nelson Mandela's trips
abroad to persuade groups of businessmen to
invest in SA are now regular events. All this
clearly demonstrates that the aims of the ANC
are those of industrial capitalism and exciude
those of the workmo class.
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