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INTRODUGTION

sl noc ttc pub I lcatlon ot Cdnun l st Rlvlqr m. I

{ta rrl o, ttt lotlfnltlor!.| 8ur.ru t6 tto
R.rolrtloo.r, Ptrty t lBnP! h.c pr€-dod tPt6.
ln plrflcul.r, fh. cff.&s lo Frroc. hlva con-
tol ldrtld {.lrGal y.3 lod f.hro up thc task ot
puDllshtng. ragulr Jouro! I rhlch Ylll lct a!
Ita Duftpfrc. of o.rr tlid.ncy ln Franc.,. fhtls,
R.rur C mlsna oor scfvcs a! tta Surarur!
polltlc.l org.n ln Fr.nco rhl Ia Coi[un t rt RcYlfl
to ErBl tah i*lai. r! tll. l8Pr 3- lnf.rn6tlonal

'pl.llclfloi. Frrctlc.l lY til3 Dlnt thlt fi6
Fr.q ?t6t lcEflofi rl I 1 rioaar Dre oftla thln -,
tta cfitr! I organ (5 tlms ! yo.r lnlflally)
md rlll contclo.r'trlll rhl.,l, lltltouoh llot
un lertlltt I ntu'n tloo!Ily, r.l.far H.a dlr.ctl,
to J'll. thqdlct I 6nd prrctlc.l !'ol ltlcll
pr6tc pdad by jt. Frcoci llfulf loo.

thravr, it. l P &ca fiot €onlloe ltl rcrk no

flr6a .r'.ar Ihf,r lt ! lr.ady h'3 ! Pol ltlcll
pnaaaooa buf at.s to prmtc dttcustlq ond clrFl-
llcltlo{r ot th. codm l3f Progrlr |ti."nttla-
allr .3 a rt g te.rds darrng lncro.clne nu-or3
ol rtrolutlorrl3s lalo a cmn Polltlcrl lrEE-
ral il+tt a uoltl.d Polltlc!l PFrc+lct. Slnc.
It e.rfrnc. of CR I r. lra Pl.asld to hcvc

racalvld corcsDon(bnca lrct grouPs'ln Lo(lco
loolc?lyo Ccrnl lta Alpfct!trI, Arg.o+ln.
lEmc€tprcloi Obrlf!t. .nd lndl6 lRaYolutlonlry
Prolrtrlall PlEttc.t .t r.ll .s tro lndlYl&61!
ffrro{ho.rt I't. ffld. ln t.plng rlt$ our cl:
ot Prb I I 3t I aC cot c*rBpoa(bnc. ,n I dr arly cqt-
lt f bd. to loi.matton. I Pol tttca I cl.rl' lcltloll
i. lra publlthlhg llt. Th$.t e. roc.lvtd frc
{'lt tlctcln c radct togsttq' rll'll osr ttoly'
ln tun.lf! I. tQa lo b. sl. to Pulllsh polltlcal
dtalotu. rtth ofllor grqD3 a(d tc rclcqt ony

cll! (tra orCcnl3!tloG3 c lndlvldutls' oo

l'tlr r any afrr qicct ot thr Bur"urs rork'

ln ltl! .dtttQ rt hrr. rlto ou+l lncd rh!+ r'
b.l tfla !t ttc frlsf PrsDlstl v. tol. thc cf lslo
rnd clr!3 slTuggl. md Yhlch d.tlnG ftc Alobtl
.trd hlttorlcll confod ln rhlch Erglng ord

ahtlng r.volutto.trt groiDs rrst lr't'ttclr
Gtlvlty. lt tr ln thls oY.r.l I coofort ttat
ttr fh6.s oo lh. l{lDr3 Slfltc l[ Brltlln 5t

fh. rtlclc on Eordtgl!! lnd th. l?allrn Lrtt tho{ ld
clolr aia, lny tlscooc4tldr! $out o|r iaodrncr'a
ylcr ol th. octura ol lh€ I nt*oct loo6l cl.'! ptdy
,. !r-o ts.tltrg lo (fca+!. A I ttdlgh r&fi ol I'blr
utlcl. h!3 roltld Er. thon !O Frrr to ba tr.nJ7
lltad tofo Engll!h, flii'r illl no lotgor bc ,oy

JtEtl f lc.tloo fr Engl l3h !e..Lrt lo ltto lnlr'
nattooat prolatar lcn caD aquctlng o.rr vlryt m
r.rolutloo.ry dgonlt.tlon rlth th. !ct.o l-G.|

doef,rtts. cl 8rdlgtsr, Tb. .cq.4.orlng ticrl,''
rtetndlly prDl tshcd br.tto PCIllt oo frr! 61110o -.
ot tfrc vtrtull dlsf nfllratlql -a'f ti. I rltrnrtloa! I

cclnl llt Prty (Progr[. Canntstrt ]n f982,
clclr lt lhor! tor c .lls:lrt untr3t.ndlflg ot lt.
rrlotlorEhtg bttl.rr prt, .od cl!3t avol dr salng
?ta orgaoltlflorrs rolt t3 tta prcsrv.c ot !b5 

'flctc mllt pr|nclplG oo fh. oll. Mnd r lt rlQlc
tll l-a &r ol thc r.ss.! oo tltc otir. only a

Claloqtlc!l cmtrsl3 can rYold flr.!. tn pltf.ll!
and cr.atr {4p fidsllct t lnd Fl ltlcll b.313

ta tlnttng tlp ttc cE utrl3t ldYaoc. tu'rd rltt
tlro c,3t ot tt. uortlog clost. lt lt tro. Jutt
sudr ! b!313 t'irt tltr 8rr.atr fotn6 to 

'l!54!t''Itr lfat gy .nd t stlca lor lnt rY.ntlon lo fll.
3lruggtd rhldt ll. aho.d.

IF, FEN|,IRY T9C'

al ro b. rlfutt d.



PERSPECTIVES
OF THE BUREAU
To !ll but the bllnd lt ls cl6!r thot yo lre llvlng
ln ! per lod ol protound rorld oconoolc crlsts thoso
cllocts cro not llmltod to any slngle counfry Blonc.
For ovr tcn yrlrs - lrolD +hc drys rh6n lt ras
tcahlonoble +o reJect iho concopt ot oconoolc
crlits rs ou+lpdod - revolutlonarlor hcyo be€n

an.ltslng thc s'lsls 6nd sltulflnE lt ln dacadEnl
ccplfrllsars borblrlc cycle ol rorld rlr - recons-
trucflon - qrlsls - rorld rEr. Th6 tro groups
rho helpsd to forn tho lnfoi-nltlonal Burocu IPClnt
rnd Crct h6ve tol lored Marxts flEthod fo shor hor,
ln the !9e ol l@erlallgn 6nd lhs r.orld aconomy,
the lor ol vrlue stlll oporatos, th6t the rlso
ln lhc aganlc corDosltlon of coplfll 6nd tho sub-
saquanl tEndancy for tho rate ot protlt lo loll
ls ltlll !t thr .oot ot 2oth csniury capltellsmr3
rol.ld crlrls, Just rs lt u6s tha balls ol tho [pro
llnlicd natloncl crlsss o, the l9th c.ntury. And

Ju3f is tn thc lgth contury capltallsnts crlses
culrlnrH ln tho dayoluctlon o, exlsttng c.pltal
(through'blnkruptcles), .llorlng a n6r qycl6 o,
tccllulctloo brsgd on tckoovrs rnd lprg€rs to
bcgln, so lho 20th ccnfqry crlse! ol yorld lrp-
.rlillsi crn only be rcaolv.d by . corr€3pondlng ly
Ero Elsslve dcv6lultlon ol oxlsflng clpltal rt
tho lcvol ot ihg econofilc sollopso ol n.tlon slrtes.
Thr oconalc functlon of rorld ear ls pr6ctsall
+hls. lt l5 lrlport6l!sn,s lnerorob le .solutlon'
to tha crlrl3 ot th. rorld oconoEy Jusf rs fo t9l4
and 19f9.

For iavolutloncry Mrrxls+s horevgr, fhg ocondrlc
cflils ls not only the hlrblnger o, y6r, lt 6lso
Provldcs thc 66trrl6l basls tor tho dev6lornEnl
ot q rayglqtlonrry rgsponsg on thq prrt ot .thg

prodrc€r-s ot 5urdluc y.luo - tho lnternotlon6l
rorklng cl6s3. Foced rllh 6vei.-dlfilnlshlng rdtes
ot rctuin oo capltrl lnvestod cnd tho lncrooslng
lnrdequecy ol thB n€thod3 e,rp loyod by fhe liporlol-
lst oetropo les io offs€t +hts docllra by ralslng
oxtrd?iollts lroD fhe porlphoral ore6s (usg ol
choep labour, choop ror m6t6rlals, nonopoly prlce
cgntrols), tho advanced c.pltcls fhedsolvcs are
Fio cnd Dor. torcrd to try end lncroas6 conpoil t-
lvc.r.rg bI attrcklng tho llvlng 3tandards 6nd rork-
lng condlilons ot lhelr orn rorklng cl6ss. Tho
currmt iretlon!l rsctlons. 6nd rest.ucturln9 ol
oconoolca ln the llp6r16llst hoartlands at-e par+
ot thls prgco3s, tnvolvlng mlsslvo lay-oft5 6nd
lncrcased rxplortaflon through 3peo+-ups and +he
,ntroductlon ot in6r technologyr cs yell !s [E-o
dlrsqt r+llcks vla r.gE cuts, dole cuf3, roducflon

ln soclrl ssr-vlcos etc. To the oxtont that tho
rorklng class llghls 096lnst th63o aftrck! re hovo

tho basl3 tgr r rovolutlonory rosponsoi to thc
e:(tsnt thrt ccpttal tlndr ltlclt lltrlt€d on

th. one hcnd lroo lullY ravolutlonlllng
tho productlvo to.c6s by lnod.qu.t prollt lcycl3
cnd oo +h6 ofh6r ,rou cheapenlng thc cosl ot prod-
uqtlon ttrough, for sxc[p lo, ,orklng cllss l'!3lsl-
6nce o. thclr eb3olute lDpovgrlshflpnt, ra icY6
lhc bcsls lor th€ oponlng ol lorld Lor ,. Thtls

thc crlslr provldas tio llpetus tor6rd! both rar
cnd revolutlon. thlle lt Is ! trulsn ttat only
ths raktng clca3 con provoot a turltar lrDq'lll-
lst urr (rhcn by thls ro rB.n c uorklng cl63s
rcvoluflon lo overthror tfio systlr rhlch d4endr
on 16r for lts survlvcl ) lf lt r ful lacy fo 6srrt
th6t lh. rocson tlor ld f.r, hls not olreody biokao
ouf ls boceuse tho clos3 strugglo 13 Prcrantlng
ti. On th. contrary, 6 mlllfrnl rcklng clas!
can l.ssen tie r@ tor mlnoouvre of tta clprtllllt
clr3e, lloltlng tho rrng. ol austcr lty ElJuras
It ccn opply lor fecr ol the 3oclll and polltlcsl
rcpercusslons to the cstrbllshed o.dcr. And thc
lots rooo toi' mcn@uvr9 l0p.rl6ll3D hrs fhr clo!f,
ro lro to lorld lcr ,.

ln g€neral thon lhe trcJc€tory ol thc crlsls lJ
pushlng tho bourg€olsle torcrd! rcr rl l.toot lt
bclng oble fo undors+and fhls process. (For thc
bourEeolsl6 lho rims rrcc ls the rerult ol the
ldcologlc!l rlvrll-y befyacn tlo co{Dett ng palltlcrl
syltons, not thc resul.l a? colrpstltlon bstrFn tro
lmprlallst 6nd equrlly capltlllsf blocs). At
thc saDe tlnc tho Internotlonrl prolofarlcf ls
bclng pushcd onto the sflge ot hlstfy !s lt
responds to ths cltoc+s ot the crlsls. Horey€r,
unllko tho bourg€olslors ,solufloni io the srlrls,
+h. proletarlan solutlon ls not lnoyltrblc.
l,lllltcnt clo5s rtrugglo rnd 'soclll unieeii Eay
shak6 bqt can bc contalnrd rlthln the capltcllsf
,ruErork so long as the eorklng clcas ls rlthout
rgvoIufIonary poIlflcrI consclousncsi rlld flro
prccflcrl coroll6ry ot +hts - lts orn poltflcll
rcopon ln tho lorfi ot an lod€pcodcof clrgs plrtI.

Durlflg tha S€vontloi tho populrr port{rr rftr
ol tho c.pltallst h.arf lrl|ds ttrt llylng sfrrdards
rould koop oo grrduolly rlslng .vaporltod. Bourg-
ools soclologlst3 rho fh!q- l scd tho I o0bourg@ I r-
Itlcotlont o{ the yorklng clr3s, lts dlsappcarancE
as an lndependanf soclcl or polltlcrl ,orc. hava
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bcan t I lencad. S I lrncod too roro fho lr rou ltre
fovolutlonrry pol ltlco I qquolerplits yho .rguod
th6t thr bcsls lr revolutloo ln imodoin caplf-
clls!' lry ln thc isoclcl mvollont' rrther ln
th. Ecterlal rsrllty ot th. ond ot post-ror
racoostrucflon and thq subsoquenl at+acks on +ho

llvlng rnd raklng condltlons of tho rorklng
c lrss.

Ihllc thc crtsls ltselt de3troyod such noo-{,larx l st
notlonr a3 th. polslblllfy ot c crl3ls-tra. coplt-
.l lsr lts contlnulng dovolopDonf undoiElned tho
rs3urF+lonr ol org6nls.tlons rhlch 6{lorgad ln
tto 70'3 on[ounclng that th. q'lslr rrs hro a'go
tic rlroluflonry p€rlod 1t36lf ras upon us.
fhct ttass orgrnlsrtlons t.ll6d to reallso ros
ltlt th. and of fhr post-r6r b@ ,n th6 capltcl-
lst rFtropolas slgn6llcd th. boglnolng ol c n6r
pf,lod ln tho cconoGlc cyclc rhlch llpEnt thaf
tocld crpltallsn rcr hoadlng toeardr sconqrlq
collrpsa but oqt ltet thls collopse rls lfitpdlatoly
larlneot. Codlnlng oconomlc lflrEdlofI5n tlfh
polltlc!l sgontonal3lr cnd confuslng the ganor.l
futh tirt th! cru of clpltlllstr's docldoncr ls
!lso tha €r! ot prolatdrlen revolutlon, fhos.
orgrnlsuflons ovarlooked lhe fact fh6t only rhen
ttr rorklng closs b€gln3 to brElk tror thc ldsolog-
lcrl sfcnglohold ol tho rullog cl6sr ond ac+
ouf3ldo of fho capltelltt tromorot'k can a revol-
utlonary pq'lod b. srld to hlvo 4onod up.

Thc htrtfr, of tlra crlsls to dotc has shoYn ?fio+

tta rqklng clrs3 docs not rospond ln 6 llnoar
fushlon to lncralslng austfftty. thlle the hlst-
cy ol ovco tfic tprt slgnltlcan+ ol +hese struqgle!
(a.9. ,roo Portugtl r74, lran r78, Pollnd r80,

Tunlsllrnd ilorocco 8rl/t) conllr s thof rllss raYol-
utlorrrrt coosclousness doss not arlgo auiollrtlc-
clly out ol tho oxperlencc of 3+rugglo ltsoll.
l{or do prolotlrlan orglnl3ctlors tlth 6 Potontl!l
tor dovo loglpof nocasslrl ly o@rgo, oven lodlr-
aqtlt, tr such struggles. The rolotlonshlP
brtr.€n fho crllls, cl.ss srruggle, tho grorth
ot fia roroluttonory garfy ond tio devo lopiEnt
ot clcas consclouinoss cennot bo und€rstood ln
trrns of Fchcnleal sch6ln.s. Evon l, te are not
yqt lrt !n h€dtofo prc-revo I ut I onaiy porlod thls
6ca not F.n {t.f rBvolutlonlrlo! dust.onaln
llolc?ed ,rol! fh. rorklng cllss untll tho rDrnlng
of ihe lnsurroctlon. Ovol. r docldc o, oconofilc
crlsl! hcr oponcd up sDall, but rldonlnE SPo|.-
tunltl6! tor rgvolutloo6rles lo Eoln c horrlng
oltpnggt lho br-old masr ol rgrkers. ln tho cop-
Itollst rptreolca tho tradltlonol lolt plrtl65
orc lorlng lt€ clloglanco o, thc rorklng class
rhlle tt€ tr6& unlonsr lnablllty to dolend oY6n

tto lDcdlatE ocgnorlc lotare3ts ol tho cl6ss
Ir ttte b63lr lor corrunlst rork ln lactorles and

yo.kpl6ces. ln ihe p6flphsrrl 6reo3, d6splta thc
end ol colonlallsm, thc crlsl3 ls lrposlng evr-
grorlng d€pandcnce on lnperlcllso by local ccooo-
trtles. The grorlng cv I drnco ot fie lTosslblllty
ol lchl.vlng ncllonel llboietlon urdaf ccpltrlls!'
lncludlng iho follura of ilcol3o, l! lradlng fo
ronorod polltlc6l quostlonlng rnd rftspts to
clrrlty tho corurunlst progioe on thc brsl! ot
l.l6rxl3ir. Prolstarl.n mlnorltlsr ora cdnlng Into
oxl3+enca 6nd lt ls lncur$onl on royolutloncry
orgrnlsrtlons to rolat! to theo as P6rt ot tio
task ol clsrllylng the tasks ol comunl3+s lnlor-
notlon6l ly.

llhlllt ro c6onot ovcrcoqE at rtll fhc obJec+lYc
llBltu to our rork lrPolqd b, the rrta'lal tltu!-
tton, ths current pqrlod lnposes gn rcvolufloncrles
fsc fh.n 3liply thc tast ol thoorqtlc! I cllrltlc!-
tlon. Todry tho srtuotlon llclng tho rorklng cl6ss
dorond3 thct revolutloncr163 unda-rtrnd rpt odly
tfie gon€r'a I prlnclplcc ol fhe corrunlst Progrlm
buf thrt re l.!rn onco og6ln hor to trenllor! tfiem

lnto c concrote gulda for rctlqn Io fhr class
strugglo. An !n6lysl3 ol thc aconolc crlsls,
u3ln9 tho iools ol I'i6rxl9t ocooorl cs, l5 

'3sonflallor clarllylng our porspoctlyae lnd helPlng tD
doflnc qlr +osks ln ths pcrlod thead.

THE EYOLUTION OF TTE CRISIS

Aftoc 6 perlod of unpracedently lo, grorfh rrtls
( llEuntl ng ta Dlnus ra+E3 ta fhr DlJor 16!tf0
lEdusfrlol countrlcs ln ,982, th. l.r+ lro Flrs
havo b€on dcacflbed rr thc boglnnlng ol ecollqrlc
recovoiy by tho bourgcolrlo. ln prtlculor cn

upfurn ln the US Econoey ha! lod les?orn econorlst3
to t!lk ot tho A@rlcrn locooptlve rhtch 15 Pulllng
ti. res, of fho rorld (or ct rny ra+r lho llesfarn
bloc) oot ot iocosslon.

Accol'dlng lo fhe estl no+E! ot tie llf, tS lndus-
frlal output lncroasod bY l.rt tn 198, and by ,t
ln 1984. Thc oqulvolont tlguros ,or all Yo3t.rn
countrlos aro loror: 2.t ln l9O, cnd l.9t ln 196l;
and tor l{catc.n Europe soParatsly loter ttllls'
l.l, ln l98, and 2.251 tor 1984, accordlng fo the
rErq g.xrtrous oEcD stotlstlcs. ln lte us 6i
llllllor ner Jobs have b€on croc+gd 3lncc Docqtbar

1982 ond thc otllclal uno4loyman+ ille ho3 .,rAP€d

troo lo.7f io 7.21 oYc/- th. latlo Pslod. At ttc
lanc ttm lho Yolu[E ol rald trtdo har ,'lsan b,
2t aod . nEro raptd its. ln qPorts to tho US har
l6d +o a sllght roductlon fn tho 198'l lrods dttlclt
ol rhdt are knorn as lho inon-l I axpq'tlng &vql-
oglng counlrlosi (lrqi tSibn tn 198, to t'l'bn losl
yccrl. fhs'c 13 eYldonce fhcn tlllt thc up+urn

ln thc Us econo y ho3 provokcd hlgh€r rcte3 of
grorth ln li. ror- ld sconooy. 8ul do fh.tc lrgl'

,



bar out tha vtcl +h!t fi. rcrld .conooy ls on ihe
rold'to ra€oyary? Thc rnlrsr to thlr qucatlon

rlqulFrJ Era l't![ r colPal. l3on of grorlh rrla!
tlt {'lt Etghft.3. lt d.mndt !n lpprcclltlon ol
hoi ltrr pr!3crt plrlod dlfl€r3 lroE .rrlllf
3t6gat ln thc po3t-rar Parlod a3 c rholq cs rcll
at !n undarstaodlog ol tio bsslr ol thc currcnt
tDfurn ln tht torfunc! of tha tS aconooy. A lErc
hl3tlrlcll ov.rvl.r rlll thrrcfor. hclP uJ to
Put lta Prasant r racoval'rr tnto pcrrpictlvc.

It tt. Dr.!.nt rls! ln lnduslrl6l oulPut 13 slt-
llattd tr thc po3t'{Gr cycl. cs r rholc rc llnd
Itlt at lta slG flm at ttc llf lrr lnnoqlclng
lhlt flrc rcrld rconqry hcd tlkfi 'a d.c ldcd turn
lor tt. bctltrt +h! Flnloclal flnca rls polntlng
crrt ltlt 196, frorft ilt s rcru only !qu.l to
hllt tl|. rnnurl !yor!g. bo+r.an 1966 lnd 1976.

Evln th! hllhr r.+. grrdlctad (rnd.rtntuolly
rchl.r.d, lc 1984,

rrould ba clota to +ftQ rvfig. annual
rat ot groith bqtran t967 lod l975.buf

.. r.l I b.lor thr gro[t,| rrlt ln th. y!ar3
ot pa.k cc+lY lf, .r (Flaanclal tlmor survcY

oi lorld Erl|klrg 2l .r.8,1)

And tll! bourg.otil.'! orn prcdlstlonJ lor 198,
lro ,of a rlorlng dorrn ln thc gro[tt r!i!, fo
r.cx//I.d 2.7rtt lccadlnC to ttc OECD rhlch polntld
out latt tcrr thrt tftls rould bc thc rrlor.st
tlnc. Iorld llr 2 tor lh! tilrd yarr ot tn .@n-
clc rEvf,y. . Al I thlc .Qlrlcllr b.!rs out
I'lrc ttrrlrt p.rs9.ctlv. tirt, d.tptt! tc rpcclflc
up3 and dornr ln lorld erorfh l.!t!3, fha oYarull
tloiocy ls dflnrlrd!, contlrllng l+c Prcranf
pllod ar or. ot Pfi.ll.nt crl3l! rnd fh6t I rPar-
tllltlr 13 drfilng to !n cnd of lfs ,rd cyclo.

Aglln, tfi. cplrlcal it3o6rch.s ol th. bolrlDltla
llad lt! rcoaonlc colrEntators to lcknfflcdgo
thot I'il! t nd.ocy lor grorth r!t!! to d.cllnc
ls tic rcrult ot dacllnlng lrvastFnt co{tnactld
to flra fllltng r!t! ot Protlt. (Fr o(nlpla ln
thc Fltranclcl Tlpr ot 17.9.84 on! could rcrd,

isavrr I ttudlor ot fha lollg-tlrn dcvolog-
llot ol ti! lnduttrlsl ccooo l.t hcva polntad
to tic drcllnc ln th. ovarull rlfa ol I nva3t-
Dnt Jlnc. 197, ... rtJoclltrd rlth +hc

roslon ol protlt6bl I ltY.r

l.t ft n c.atrl I t llrl rcld outloot ot c!D-
Itlltit .cqrorlsf! Dlltt lf lrPorslblc lor licr
to coer.h.od +h!f thls d.cllnc 13 lntrlnSlc to
It. dynlllc ol clpltlll3o ltsclt. lnstud thc
tncrttrblc concluslon ol such rcDort3 lc thrf
lcrturar ouaf b. takrn fo tcll@urrgc protltrblllty
llld prodqstl vc lnv!3frpntri thc llrst lEngst
thrla Ilrlflr batng tt! ncld to provld. a rBc

"lrxlbla' 
I cbour lorcc Yhlch t3 nat iov.r-p!ld!'

Th6t tt, ! .lcomandrflon to lncforsc ttc r!'b
ol .xploltltlon ol +h! rorklng cllsr Yl! utlttP loY-

r.of, rlgG cutt, tPccd-up!. rt.rl. And +lrl3 ls
o(actly thrt th! coPftrltsl clrt! ls dolng, 'lfhgrccfcr o- ta3scl' tucc!3t, rcrldrldc but ncvrith!-
ltss thclc rftccks on tha rorktng clr33 htv' tallld
to producc lhc arcurf o, 3urPlus Yaluc rhlch rould
provldc th! lcvrl ot lnvcltrlnt naccls'r, to
!chl.v. fhc hlghr grorth rut r ol th. .!rl, ,c!r3
of ttc poll-rar Prr lod.

Th! lbovc arcPh c l.!rly I I t urtra+cr ttr Pott't.r
accurulrtton cyclc !r rallcchd ln th' rltr ol
rdurn oo c!9tfrl ln ftc uS. Af+rr r"chlng 6

po.t.l!|- D!!l ln lhc nld{or th' hlttrlcll ttod'
cncy lr lor fh. ra+! ol Prottf lnd h'nct bu3llctt
r.turnc to drc I I na.

ln t!ct, !s tlr !s ll.t+trn EuroPc l! conc'rnod

ttc 2-rt grtrttr rcto! cnY ltlgad lor tht nqt ,rrr
q' ro rlll not bc cnoqglr le pravclri ! turthqr rl3r
ln unrlp loyiEnt (rhtch ls ffPlctcd to I ncrc"a
by lE to ovsr 20n ln 196rl. lt h!! b!'n erlculctcd
ti6t tn th! U( rlono 20,0fi, ncr Jobt r Dnth sra

rcqulrrd sll4t, to sloP unrlP loYlEnf rlllng lur+hf,'
But dcapttr thc rcctructurlrg rhlch 13 taklng plrco
ln llcrtrll EurQc 6t thc EErt, lnYolvlng !hut-
doinr lnd mlstlvo lay{tl! tn tradltlon!l h'rvy
lndustflc!, nrr lnYostrEnt l3 bltng dlrccttd torards

lncrlallng outDut pcr lndlYlducl rcrkr lroil !
raduccd lndutfrlal brsc, rathcr fhrn lDrords
lncrc.glng crprcltr. Thc I nfoductlon ot ffia
tdvrncad tcchnology codlmd rltt rblol ula lncrc.3ca
In o(ploltatlon have rr3ultad tn ! f a+lc glortlr
ln lho r6tu ol oxploltltlon (or, lr l'tr. ccpltlllst
s+lnQolnt, ln oulput prf prlon, ol Lctt EuroPrcn

rorkrr oyrr thr lolt f!, yarr! c! cach oa+lonll
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crpltal socks dosPcrufclY to rqn'ln ccnPctltlve

rlth tts rlYcl
120

Thl3 13 not on argunEnt lor colontoll3r but cY I d'nc'
ol +he dcvcloPrEnt troP rhlch rDdorn lflperl6lllt
rclatlons hcYo toPocod ofl thc 'ncr n6+lon3' rhlch

hlvs suppossdly Ea l n€d ,'ndePcnd€ncr fr6 llIpd'l'11str'

Tho ncld lor ,orrlgn cxcirng' In or&r to lund &Y'l-
opltenf proJec+E has tcd th'. cconottl c! I l, brckrcrd

oraas lo concantrrf€ on grorlng ca3h (fop3 loi
oxport rhlch tn furn has lcd to c rcdlctlon ln.lood

*trut lo. th. locll populttlon3' OYor tfi6 lo'+

"r""n 
y"o", pol' c!pl+! lood ou+Put in Lctln AtErlc!

i", go- aorn lzli 11o,n l98t-85 thc ftgure lr l4''
tn ,rirlca P€r capltc ,ood outPuf t'll ll' btlrcrfl
iczo ona r'980. At the s6E flto fh! crudt rnd o'+an

lorclblc rca leccoent of tradltlon6l agrlcultural

;;;;io;"" by caPlfrllrt tlrnlns rEtlrod3 l3 produclrg

th o* ,*t ot sol I ri'orlor ln thc rld yrld
as the dustbov I lr th. USA cr'ated by lnftnslYc

rtr"at tarotng. Evcry ycrr ttr clrtft ls loslng 2'bn

tons ot +oP soll but tllc fho pcDula+lon ol tftr
Us ccn reaotn obllvlous fo th' cl lrct! ol tho l'lbn
tons lost troar tho l,S, tor th' rurcl m33as ln

olrc€e I lkc fh. Srhcl thc 
'ncrorchEnl 

ot tltc dtsft

-.i" starr"+ton and lnolntnf tlcal.ll ' 5! nllllon
Atrlcons tn mrc ticn 20 countrlc! lrc crrr'n+lt
una". tt""o+ ol dcrth through strrY'tlod - ' 

t!t'
,iicrr fs not th. rcsult ol gcogrophy c n6tura l

dtsaltcr but tir consoqucnco of drcltnlng c!Pl't'l-
lsnrs lnlblllty to dwelop lt3 back'ord !rt6t'
ii. itii.r, oought ontv htshllshts fhlt lt 13' tltt
i,J"ri:ii;; ietailonsttlp rhlch praYcots ! lqlutlon

,hlch 13 tachnlcllly rl+tln lts lrEeP '

fhcro 13 gcrhlpt no Ercatar 'I4l! 
ol lt' lrttlon-

"','i*, "i 
'"rrtt",tso ind ltr bcrbrrous altcgtt lo

*. a..tot* ePoch thrn thc rorld lood rlturtlon'
;;;;; lo't Y"cr, r+ thc a'F ttt '! 

tic ur

i*o-""i'in" i.,,ira I orgrnls'+lon ra! lorlcrstlns

.;;; rlta.*t"t crop (l'?6tm torrpr - 8' w

-" iilri ia" ,t 
^grlcultursl 

DaprttrEnt st'ttd ttat

itt*ii.rrr" thc outlook ru not g@d 'b:9cusc ot

ii. i.r-i"t"t of dtrDond os dev'loplng counlr le'

i.lt'-"ii"r"a itnonclal proolccr rnd I rrge drbt

.*i tJ"n'"*, t."ttnttn ( lbld 
'''12'84) 

' ln tlrrs

;; ;;;;-"J 'dq*nd hrt ncv.. b..n hlshc but

i" i"# "i ."'noltlt productlon dfl'nd only txlstt

li"r".'i-itiltn bc mdc' ThB' rhl l" us outeut

"i'il.'.. i."t* t3 prcdlctsd to lncrtas! bt 96

i""-t iir]'ytat ona rhllc corrlc grcln hlrvaf!
i"' t.r**" Alr lca trave b!'n cuf by 22''6 ton3

;;;';;;t'-;t, ftc us 
^erlc''rtsrrl 

DlprrnEnt

;';;t;;;; rtnon"t"t l^can+tve3 to tdiErs fo

i."1.-".*1""0" ldlc ln ordq'to llml+ lts stock

1i"""-,i't.itt :urpluscr 't 
a ft!' rhcn'lt s"ro

;.;;;; l"p"trri to Producc 69rlsulturll Prod-"'

;; ;;;.; +t" tltetv lcral ot fi'nd(loc'cltl

Thc lort of coPlirltsl cconoal cs hcrc Plrc'd 'tltc

tt5

t1o

Thls I I I u3trr+lon
lf +h. UK cconooy

l! t ndtc6tl Yc ol
rhr+ rostruqtur lng

lnYolvrs tor
rorkorr !! o rho lc.

roo

Agrln, 1.1r. Flolcl6l TIDI! rePrts thot '
li probob lyl6; lnsrrrlclont caPlt!l equl

thcrc
pnnnt

ln Elrq€ to Prorl& rnythlng llkc tu|I 6plo,.
lEnfl (29.10.8,1). Evcn ln tho uS the ottlcl!l
parqatago ot thq rorkforco unsQloyrd 13 stlll
itgtr.. tton ln ttr se'cal l.d otl crllls rqccrslon

ot t9?4, rhlle ,outh unqlp loytEnt hcc rctu'lly
rllm ln ttc l6st 2 Yc6rs.

o5

TIf CRISIS It{ IHE PER I PI€RY

It lt. us I loccnoitvct ls prortng unoble lo Pull

Irglrn Europc out ol rrce3slon tho sltua+lon

o{ tir cGDn tcllly backrlrd rtata3' thq !q{rllcd
5l.d lorld, Dora thon aYor rcvt'ls thc dopth cnd

rrtut ol clPltalllt bcrbrrlsn' For 3tct'e rhlch

tlrouehout th! Post"rar p€rtod hrYo b6.n unoblc

lo racrP. llrc &.lnotlon o{ learlall!o' tra
'thcla acooo[lc role ts supPllers ol t@d ond rol
ra,ltftals rDd thclr Polttlcll rolc 13 Pc'ns ln

thc ttrrt glc.anoouYrqs ol om or qti.r bloct

any falk oi tconool c rocovel'Y lpPrars llkc 6 bad

Jofe. Oncc Erc ro cln lct th' bourEcolglcr!

cn lrsts lPeak la th.lll'alvos'

'(Fd +hc rd tlorld) +hc totll Oronth

,O*t a ln thq llr:t lour Yoar! ol thls

daae 13 h6rdlY mcrc lhln lhat echlrted

ln r slnglc yaar ofl rYq.ago tn thc daca&

W to 1976.
For ttc &bt-rl dden countrlc! thc

posltlon Is rorsc' ThcY 6rc oxpaqtcd lo
'gor tv . llttlc undor I Pcr ccnf thl3

ito., i.- thcn h6lt thelr htttortc aronfl'l

;at!.r (Flncncl!l Tlnca 2l '''8'l)
For the PoPulrtlone ol th€sc crcrs th"r tlguros

In'4.--"t" rcductlon! ln llvtng 3tandrrd5'

I"*i"o i"."tt"lno mllllons dorn +o +ho Polnl

lt-iit"i"" pov.rfy - l'c' tD st6rYotlon lovels'

i" i.ii" 
^",*t." 

a lono thsro ra3 a lo' &op ln

i;; ;;;'." b'fio€n l e8o-81' For tho o!J-

*iil.i-^t.i.* strt'e th! mss ot fho populcflon

; ; ;". olt thrn theY r€!'e undor colonlollsr'

,



&p.nert !f!ta! ln ! vlclou! Cctch 22 rlfurtlon.
Frcld rltt ttc n ad tor torolgn dch€nEc ln q.dor
lo rlndrltrlrllrrtr, an lncrccalng propoitlon ot
leplcultllrll land ls put oy€f lo c.sh crop! rhlch
lncrcacos +ha nad to lmort lood 6nd thcrafor!
tor lor.l gn dchlngo. lncrc6slngly ln$tad to
lerlal l!{ ftrough ths vcrlous idcyolopnFnfl
aglncltr ond b!nh3, tte d.pcodant stlfes tlnd
I'i.t tt. ool, rcy ti.y h.v. of sorvlclng thclr
d.bts 13 by c)eocflng rrcrc. lb( all fhl! lr
hrtDdrlae rt ! th rhan clsh crop 6nd rrr ne+€f-
lll prlcar orc beln9 lorcrcd rnd lflpor+rd goods

cr cosflog Dra (Ugrndr, lor lortancc, must 91or
30t lEio cotlac todoy to buy c lrrcfor than l0
Foru s!p.l rhlch tlghfrns fh! Cctch cvon turthf,

,FRO{ PERI P}ERY TO C€NTRE

fho trtc I rorld dlbt h.s nqr ra6ched cololsrl
Prqa.tlone (l8mbn by t984r. 8y lar th. lorg.si
parf of thls h.s bran run up by countrla! outsld.
It. clpltrl lst rlroDolrr. ln l97l thc outstondlng
&bf! ol thc roycloplngr counlrlcs ras t7lbn.
A (hrdt lat r ltl! f lgurc hld Juryrd to Itorc
Itrn 3r20bn rltlr fhc cqst ot !.rvlclng thr 6t
(tl lobn) muntlng to 20, of tholr dpori cornlngr.
Todcy L.tln lrrlc. alonr or.r trrobn (of rhlch
Bruzll oir! 3l00bn) rnd Bllck Alrlclrs tofol drbts
r. tlrobn. ln l98O Polondrs lnablllfy to pay
Itt d.bts to Lstrrn b6nk! rlrd govrrnoonts theo
ttat rr. dlc cp.nad rry thc prospccf ot brnk coll-
apt6, .sprcllll, ln Lost ga'mny, lnd torc.d Last-
rn nagotlllErs fo ra3chcdul€ (postpona) p.yEnf
ol {'tr. d.bt!. Todly Polrndrs l2irbn drbt rhlctl
tpparmd to bourgol s comnfrtors rt thc tlrE
!3 itlra Dlf lDadtrfa ihieot to thc sysffi socms
r.latlv!ly lnslOnt tlcrnt. tl,or r6schadu I lng 6nd
raalruc+tlf I ng ol drbfs, lnd cvcn ol tntErcat p6r-
|.nfs cl dqbtr ls ! raoulcr occurrcn@. But fhcac
rl+At3 fo potpooa fhc dly ol reckonlng by both
dabtor lnd lcndBr stotc! allkr do not nEon thot
+ia fhraaf ol aconoolc collopsa has dllrpporr.d.
On thr cootrlfr, tha irrd lorld (hbt crlsls.
9"ov lta rn lncrc.Jlng thr!.t nof Just to thc
c.pl+.|ltt pf,lphry but to th. he.rf lcnds ot
lDfl!ll!6, lrcludtng tic cfrongsst lipcrlrllrt
poff, ttc US . Ihl lc fhc US eovornrnt to! nol
30 aogEr" to sca ti! reschadullng ol polrndr! drbts
(rhao lf ,rs lrgaly Europcon bants rhlch r.rc
flr.otlncd rltlt collcpsr, todry, r,th US banks
lald lo hryo tour tlnas thclr rul crpltal lo.ncd
out to Latln Arrlca, thc rorldr3 trD3t lodcbted
stalr3 h6vo lronlcally tound thol|relvar ln r pos-
Itlql to rmogott ct! t€rnr toi tho peyoEnt ol
thrlr d.bts bacruse ol fhr clfcs+rophlc lopllca-
tlqr3 fllllr rcncging rosld hlva on lnporlrltslltrs
tln.nclal ltruqtura.

iAlr.ady Moxlco, Brlzll lnd Argrntln! tr!
tcchnlcally blnkrupt 6hd hove only b€fl loved
trom bolng orflclolly daclcrad !o by th6 US

govrnEnlr! rorll3ltlon that ll ltlry d.t!ulf
on tholr d€bt3 thsn fhe tS b6nktng !'lructurc
rould collapr€ a3 rcll.r(rlha Crlslr ol Flnrncc
capl+clr ln l{orkorsYolc. l7 Juoc/Jult 1984,

Lcrt rcor thr US govq-nlpnt hod to !t!p ln lnd brll
out trq BlJgr Amcrlcen brnks - ilanulrcflrafc Htnovcr
(,1+h lorgrst, cnd coollncofrl llllnols (loth l!rgr3t,
aod nor thr rul.! ol thc artlp hovc shrngpd so ttql
brnk! havo to havc E hfghcr daPortf: lcndlng ratlo
rhllr fprc llxcd +!rm lorn3 lrc balng nafptl r+ad
rlth thc dcA.ndon+ stlta! (to avold dqbt PaY[pnt!
rlslng rlth uS lrtffcaf r!+43).

H.6nrhllq, os th. lerr ol fh. rqprfcu3slorl or thc
tystcfi !! ! rholc ha3 i!6Yodi thc lorgalt drblor
stotrs froll ottlcl.l ly bclng &clrr.d bankrupt,
tho vcry ralkclt ccononlca orc lott ln thc posltlon
ol b.lng ioo p@r to lncre6!€ thrlr ddt! and thrlr
populltlons ore lcl+ to sforva. Lrsf yarr lia
Us $yal.nn nt rcfu3cd to 3upport a llorld Bank lund

1or 3ub-slharrn Atrlq! 6nd thc Flnrnclrl Tllcs
covlrage: ! dccllnc tn ncf c6pl+rl tlor! to thlr
rcgloo lrsr tt0.8 bn ln 1980-2 to tl bn ln | 98!-7
(l2bn losr than +fic Us Fcdcrll Rct.rvc Brnk pwPad

lnto C6Tincnta I I I I tnol3 lrst ycr).

Ncvlrthcl63s, liperlallsm do€sn'f h6nd out loans

or rerch.du lo drbts rlthouf tllPolln! llrlct coodltons
on thc borrorlno govornrFnts. Ihllr thc burdcn
ot prylng o{t thc dobt! ltuclt ls cnough to lod|c
lnorlDu3 !utrrrlng on th! rorklng rnd unlPloYcd
!l!ss!c (tilcn, counfrlas, lor cxarplcr havc qut brcl
en lood lnport! to tarylce thalr d.bt rhllr lrodt
turplusca - such rs Brlzllrs lr3+ ,c!r - arc ca'tln
up by 6f scrvlclng.), tt! llf and tir lrorld Bank

contlnuo to lipola rustlrlly rtdrs rltt ttolr loans
rhlch lncvltably rEan hlghqr prlccs, rlga cut! cnd
hcrshli'roiklng condltlqns lor thc rorklng clat!.
ln Arganflnr, loi .x!rD lo, thc llll ol ltc !lllt.r,
Jun+6 lnd rc-lntroducflon ot tdrflEcr'lcyr hls blan
lclorprnl€d by ar sxploslon ot ragc darands rhlch
tha ltif has opposod as lnllltlonory. Argcatlnr
prc!.ots ! rpcclol problor lor tS lnp.rt.llso ln
thot lt rcntr to bc s€.n 03 rupportlsg rd. ocfrcy'
cnd do.s nol r6nt thc ll.F r! condltlons to bo slon
to brlng oboqt, r.turn lo slll+rry rula. Horaycr,
th6 problolll ol ltilF oustcflty condltlonr fi.crrb.f lng
ih€ lot ot lhe torklng cl6tr aod opprcascd !!!sr!
ls a rprs gcneirl ond dceper onc rhlch flrl.cctanr
to undrElne Ysctrrn llperlallsr. Tha llfrs latlf
to th. pllghf ol iha nrrd Yorld - flrc lDosltlor
of curr6ncy dovrlucllons, rlthfrral ot tood !ub-
sldl.a, hlghor productlylty ond yqt rra cooo.n+r!-
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ilon on export lndustrles - rosults ,n locrolslogly
uoboorab le condltlons lor tho proleiartaf end
tho sr6?roleiarlan masses ot th6 dependent sfatos.
t estcrD tmpq.tallsn yhlch, desplle Roogan and
hls alllrsr tllk ol th6 delonco ol d€ipcracy,
l$ o[ly lntoresfod ln the fo.m of ggvornmonf ln
Porcr rh€n lis econoolc on7iloiuglc lnterosts
lro thrertsned, Is flced rlth +h6 prospecf of
govstnaon+s collopslng as 6 rosul+ o{ th6 acononlc
crlsls alld isoclal unrasf' on the part ol +he
sr,tp6r-xploltgd, un€tup lorgd and sfarv lng nlsses.
As lhe Ftnonclol T ltres oPtly put lf l6st Octo6or:

'For llestern governDon+s lt ls r dlsquloflng
pro3psct ... Exlstlng lhvostmsnf ls throat€n_
ed, sources ol rar Elaterl6ls and coinodlllos
Jeqprrdl sed rnd securlty lnforosts _
prrflcularly tor th6 US - pofentlally undsr-
rlnod by tho prospoc+ of radlcal qhangos
ln key pro'Iest6l.n stotes...i (J.lO.04)

Clecrly fho US loconpfI vs has dooo nothlng to
prevelrt the docllre ot fh6 dop€ndenl s+dtos.
ln facf hlgh US lntores+ aEtas rhlch hove beon
respooslble tor the tS sucklng ln surplus v6luc
lroo all over- the roild, thor€by en6bllng ll to
fuel lts oyn econoolc i locorDotlvor, hrvs ooly
6r6c6rb6tod the crlsls ot iho dgb+fldden s+cies
and lllcreosed the threa+, not Just o{ thelr ovn
collapsc, buf ol a flnonclal crash ln fhe US

Itsell.tll Ye+ ytthout hlgh lnterost roies +ho
US rould bo un6bl6 fo aftract +he lorolgn Invest-
Ent rhlch hrs r6confly fuoll6d Econonlc gror+h
and allored fho goyorollon+ to run up a l2o5bn
budgef deflclt (by th6 ond of l9g4) rlfhoui lt
pt'ovoklng nasilvc lnllotloa. Las+ year one thlrd
of tt€ denlnd for crodtt tn th€ US (rrom bo+h
govorment and buslness corpora+loos) rcs maf
by forelgn lnvostors. Bu+ rhllo th€ rolattve
sfrorgth ot US clpltll ellors It to drax ln
surplus v6lue.frofi oufsldo lfs6lf, thus reduclng
tio lipac+ ol iha crlsls lor fhc norrent ln fhe
USA, thts only fur+her re6ksns lts allt6s ln fhe
lJestgrn bloq as a rholo ond h6s lod to E rocord
trado deflclt by fh6 US rl+h ths res+ ol lhe rorld
(g l robn by Novoflbq. 198,t) .

As tlio dollarrs volue lncrgasas ln relailon to
otfier curroncles so oorg US monulacfured goods
bscglE uncompotltlvg on fh6 rq-ld mErkel, lnduclng
a soorch tor furthgr noans ol lncroaslng fh€ rate
ot 3uiplus voluo (ou+p'lf por rorker). Tho US

c.nnof escapo tho lars ot caplf.llst productloo
rhlch d€mand contlnu6l Invos+flEnf ln oer const6n+
qapltal ln ordgi to produco lndlvldual conxiodl+los
[pr-6 chooply and coflpeiE on the xorld oarko+.
lhot ls hopponlng ln tho US shors that the rnosslve
!f,ount of lurplus yaluo roqulred 1o oqulp lndus+ry
rlth rcre advrnced capt+.1 oqulpmont cannot be

9enoraf6d by US lndustry ltself. US caIllfal hls
coog to depend on surplug value lrgfi abrood ,or
oxpansloD and cannot ottord +o let fhls drtndlealry on unproductlyo expendliuro such a9 flnlnqlog
lh6 govol.nmerl+r s dobfs.

Mllltary spordlng fortus a lffgo p6l.t ol +he US
govel.nmentr! deflclf. Undor Re69an tho propdrflon
ol the Fsdara I budgsf spsnf ofl arms h6s Incro.sed
lro$ 21.1, to JOt. lt ls no colncldonce thol
i{oshlngionrs posf-€lecllon dlscovory ol fhe ng€d
+o reduce th€ govo.nmonir s budgot dsftclt should
bo accoopanl€d by ngt moves to llorlf fhe 6rmj r6ca.

THE CRISIS IN THE EASTERN BLOC

Althor.rgh the flguios 6re not so easlly avaflable
lhe {act re orns lhaf th6 Easfein bloc stolos cre
oxporrenclng tho s.mo c.lsls ot prolltab tty as
+he l{ost. Thoro are. slgns olso fhot, as tn ll€storn
Europo, lhe reconf unprecodenlly lo! post-rdr gioxth
,'oios yhlch yors hlghllghtod by polandrs cr,3ls
ro{-c tol lorod ln l9B4 by hlgher oqtpu+. guf, Itke
ihs l{est, ltc econohlc basls for fh6 trrscovoryt
Is pcecarlou3 rhllo lhe tiproved n6tlon6l gror+h
ral6s themgolyeg do no+ rlllfch eorllgr ,lgur€s ln
tho posfuar portod and aro lccooponled by docltnlng
llvlng sfunddrds lor the rorklng class. A3. ln tho
Hostorfl bloc, ousfortty ls the order of the day.
Thus, 6ltor ldrgo cutbdcks ln lnvestnoflt by Rusglors
Eu.ope6n sotol lltqs ln 1992.

icll but Polond (xhlch could hGrdly reduco
turfh6r) rnd Eost crltrany (buoysd by Ugst
oernrn credl+, dld so ag6ln tn 1981.' (tbtd,
t 7.9.841

It ls .lot Just ln Poland th6n +hct tte lg8ors lre
provlng tq bo ! dgcado of gcononlc crlsls lnd th6
1984 liproved grotth rltos (on av6ru9o ot 3.fl ln
GllP toi Conocon ss . rhols! have fo be soon In ths
conioxf of fho fi-av lous fro yeors ol sf6gna on
or rctuol decllne as yell 6s +ho overrll hlsforlcll
coniaxt ol ths post-ror perlod 6s 6 rhole. Thus
lf ro l6k6 Russlon c,rpttal ltsolt tho 4.4t rls6
ln lndustrlal producilon onnounc€d by tho S+6tE
Plannlng Corlitsslon ln tlovdrber t984 (I, Dore +han
plannod) c6n be soon fo ba pdrt of an htstorlcEl
iondency tor grorth ra+es +o decllno.

Russl!rs lndtstrtal productlon (, chon ge)
tSourcerO.Oyker The Sovlet Economy f, Flncnclal Tlrtesl
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AlthouEh +h€ anount h6s been roducod roco lly'
;;;; "t 

a vholo ls stl ll lndobtod to ll€s+ai4

*r*"*rtt 6nd banks (io +h€ tune ot l5i'lbn
I'in" *o ol l98J; coaparod {l+h t7l'3bn in 1982

l"o'i*b" In 1980)' ln countrlos llks Poland

a"O *r"n"t, lhls has ltl6on+ opre and lrcre belt

ii"na""i"n'*t fho rorklng cldss as lndus+rlal

"."or"tf"i bocones lncroaslngly dlrecl€d +o €x-

"*t" 
ato sorYlca +ne debts) vhllg cut! l'r govorn-

'oJnip.t"u subsldl6s (ln ordor to roduco s+oto

sp.naingl conllnuo 1o fuel lntl6ilon' Havlng

llarood {rom oxperlonco tha+ a suddon lncrolso

ln prlcos can provoko nass pro+ost frofl the rork-

ing "rut", 
endangerlng +he sfablllty of +he si!t6'

+nl eottstr governoent hss nov takon to .socldl

consultattons' (rlth tho olllclal lrada unlons

lnd +he modla) bolore In'troduclnq Prlc6 rlsos'

ln 1984 an avoraga rlso of tol ln lood prlcas

cane lnto lorco (alter hconsu l+a-t lons't on 1")
rhlle ihl3 Ysai +ho governmeot ls Proposlng rls6s

ln tho p.tcq ol boslc toodstu'{s 6nd tuel Bhlqh

yould n66n an ovoroll lncrs6se o{ ' iurther lz-lft'
ln Hungary, Yhlch has had a 29I Icflotlon r!+6

"tn"" igsi, Prt€6 .lses on lood (20')' domostl c

luol (25f) and transPort ('5-lOot) lnt'oduced

ln JanuarY vlll mo6n a turthor 7I rlso ln ths

co3i ot tlvlng for fho Hungarlan *orklng closs'

Evon lor relltlvely prosporous East GornonY tho

rrltlng ts on th6 vall. fhtlo st8+€ subsldles

heve kop+ thc Prlce o{ boslc loods a+ l960rs

loyols +hls me6ns that 15, ot the S'tafo budg€t

nov 9oa5 on subsldlss at +he same +lme 6s I mgor-t3

ol oora 6dvaflced l{es+6rn technologlc!l goods has

l6d to a muntlng lorelgn dobt (oYer llfibn) rhlch

hoi tg bo sorv lced.

allor qreator compctl+lvenoss rlth tho tl6st' Thus

iiu .uiottru blck\'6rdness o{ tho Russlan aconomy

""" O" t.." not Jus+ trom lts loror agrlcullural

rates of returo and rellaoco on lmpor+€d l{es+orn

n""i" irt bY lts lo' l6vol o{ lnvesfflEnt ln relotlon

i"-" t"r.t organlc conPosltlon o{ capl+ll +han lfs

,i.i.", .,""t". ln .fact +he lat6s+ Flve toar Plan

iirt*at, Is b6sod on ilnfsnsl{tcatlon'r of +ha usa

oi urrt*tnn nachln€ry and labour as tho naln sourco

;; ffi" inau.tr io r outpuf ' Th I s vear tho st!+o

i",iri"t"t thai 961 of ths I ncro6se ln lndus+rl6l

ar*r"t ,"tt como iroo 6n lncroase ln labour prgduc-

iirliv. l" l6ss +h6n anvrhere slsa tho Rus5lan.

"**iln ",""t !s belng lorcod to Pay lor +ho crlsls'

ln l98i more torks'st "ges 
rero llnk€d to produc-

;;r;;;, ;""n.." Ysre told lo sack surplus manporern

,iri.'ina.opo, urgod them to trt6p lhe tromolrdous

;;";;r;; ," have lor srorth lo ldbour produ'tlvlfvd'

ARI'IS LIMITATIOI'I iALKS: A REVERSAL OF THE

DRIVE TO IIAR?

Ra6gants ner-lound deslre to go dorn ln hlslory

o" i 'pauttaun+ ol poacetr and Russlors ro+urn to

the a.." n"qotla+lng +oble at Genovc h6va l€d +o

,pu"ufo+fon-fn tho iapltallst pr6ss o' fho boElnnlng

of a nor psrlod o, do+ento lnd 319h3 of rellel sbou+

+ho reduced dlngar ot nuclear tor' Hosovor' lor

tto real neonlng b6hi d those filoves 
'rom 

a us Pra5l-

d6n+ rho has lncroased,nllttrry sPandfng by 40t

Io throo y6ar3 and a Russlln Poll+buro f,hlqh

lrstructed lts repressnfatlvo to ralk out ol the

lasf Gonovo tllks re h6vs to look beyood tho persond I

doslros ol thts or ih.+ polttlclan and tak6 accouni

ol fho matertal clrcuns+ancos ln xhlch thoy 6re

op€r-atl ng.

Yet +ho rolatlYe backvardnoss ol Russlan s+6+o

capltaltsnr le6ds lf to rely on lts Europoln scioll-
lfos lor 6 l6rge Part ol lts mo'o odvancad m6chln-

ery 6nd oqulpman+ - 6ll'h6r by thelr dlroc+ lrport
lroll tho l{gsi or by purchoslng llostorn nknorholn'

Llke +he tlSA the Eag+orn bloc lolder sucks surplus

vllue ln lrom l+s satoltlfBs, +hough no+ +hl'ough

th6 ntros mdrko+n m6chsnlsm ot tlo6+lng 6xchtn96

rlfes. At a Coltlocon surnml+ Esetlng last Jun6

l4oscor s+lpulafed ihat supPlles ql Russlan onergy

and rsl. mat6.lol dollver los Hould hencoforth dopond

on Eastorn Europo provldlng Russla \tl+h mor6 lood

6nd better qu6llly machlnery lnd equlplnenf' Tho

noed toi lorelgn curroncy to buY such goods ls

on addad lnp6+us lo th6 Coftocon st!'tes +o dlvert
productlon to +ho oxPort m6rke+ and moun+ up

lurthor d6bts.

|lor6vor, the crlsts ln +he Eas+ern bloc ls not

Jusl the rosulf ol Comecon lndsbtedness to the

lles+. l+ ls re+her +haf lho latfer ls dus to the

chronlc lack ol surplus volue avallab16 loi '6-
lnves'hent ln nor capl+sl equlprEnt rhlch vould

Hf+h US ttl lllsry spondlng at an all-+'lmo hlgh lo'
+h6 posf-r6r P€rlod and 6 colossal budsel dotlcl+
+o raduce lt rould s6on lhai unproductlvo sPondlng

on arns lould bo the flrst lo be cul back' ln lact
thls ls not fho c63o. ln +he tlrsf budgst ol hls

sgcond +orn ot olflGe Roogan rlll propose cutb6cks

ol !44bn ln non-dg'fenco govarnnent sPendlng' Apart

{ron t8.7bn frEoov tuGn olf +he ol ll+!ry budgs+'

tho np.osldent oi peacon prefo!'s to cuf dolEstlc

sp6ndlnq vhlch le6ves the annual a'Bs budgo+ a+

oround J2l8bn.

For Russ[6 too mlll+!ry sPondlng llposss an enorfllous

burd6n on iho na+tonal sconohy' Although lh frrlef-
ary or valuo +aros Russlan lmporlalls canoot m6tch

Us expondlturo on aros, as d Proportlon o{ annual

GNP (ll-14, accordlng to tho laiesi CIA flguros)

Russlan d.ns speodlhg ls r€laflY6ly groater -than

th6 US. llth docllnlng econoirlc grorth Russlars

lncroaslng dttltculty ln mtlnt.!nlng l+s slde of

tho arms r!c6 [s ov!d6nf. From an cveiage cnnual

lncroaso o{ ,, ln fho Slxtl€s 8nd durlng the tlrst



hall ot ttc Ssyenfles, fhe grorth ws 2, 6 y6ar
bc'tlrrn 1977-61. By 198, thls h6d rls6n io 2.gl
but evan fh. CIA rdDlts ihal ftls ls llluch loss
Iton lt! groy+i ln US Dtllirry sp€ndlng.

FC botb Russl! and the tS +hor lt rould rppgar
to Erl(c scoooilc sonso to cut olltfory spcodlng.
6ut llPlrlallsf ocooorlcs ls not boslcally 6 que$-
tlon ol fte ialloc6flon ot scarce rgsourcsst 6s
tta acrdqlc t€xtboots prcpound. ln thc reel
rrld lhe tro rlyll rsuporrororsi orq obllged
tD vlc rlfh Brch other to prolacl tholr ecooool c
ald sfatrglc I nlerasts throughoqf the rorld,
lnllfssts. rhlch 6re dllly belnE thrortenad by
thc local oconqrl c, loclal cnd polltlcrl lnstsb-
lltt, rhlch cccoipanles ths dapenfng ot the
ffld crlsls. lf,parl!lls 13 no rpre 6ble to
dlsaca thon lt crn tul.n produc+lon ovor to +116

dlroct ,ultllE,lt ot huEln neods. The sorl€ crltls
o, protltlblllty rhlch has producsd lo(€r fl.tlon.l
grortfi rutrs lnd lncroca€d the burden ol Ellltery
lp.ndl n9 or oaci nafloral ccpllcl €r(!c€!'balBs
tb! f lv. to r!r. Thus, rhlle the us budgst der-
lclt rnd tha strclr ot €ver-lncrcaslng rr[s Prod-
uctlon on fhe Russlan eqonony provlde t pouorru I

Ipctus fo fhc nogotlrtlng trble - rhBre tho nore
l6nto3tlc sspccl5 of nuclcrr ror lre dlscussod
(e.g. ttta trllltcrl3rtlon ol 5p6co, - prgparrtlors
f6 thr tlrE rhon tho [yrl.d Proxy vors oxlstlng
ftdly rra or€rrhe l[pd by dlrsct nllllrr] confronf-
rtlon bottoon ths tro blo6 aro proceodlng 6pace.

Itllr Russlar Dllltlry leadarr 3trcas fhe n6€d

to kecp rp rlti US dcve lognEntu ln hlgh techttology
ullpoffi ltro US ls rs-€qulpPlng lts conYontlonel
lrc.g lnd sitpulrtfng to lts t{ato !llles thot
thay alst lflcl.arse theli trllltcry sPendlng ln
prrpcratlon lor o iconvantlon6l 16r'.

Jern, tor qc|ple' rhlqh {'lr€oretlcally h!3 oo

rtry. hls lncrqcsed lts Dllltary spendlng borond

flir It llilt sot by lfs US-traEd constltutlon.
ln O€co6er l6st ,ear lloto rnnounced 6 doubllng
o, lt3 rconyontlonalt arlrls sPofldlng 10 enoble
lf fo lplment US dlrectlves to lnprove laclll-
tles tor US Dlonas ol Eurqgeon bosos and +o boo3t

stock3 ot .runltlon ln ordor to 'l@rove tie
Alllamart ablll}y to tlght rnd ius+aln 6 convefl-
flonrl rar ln Eurogot. llhllo the leodors tolk
ot p6ac. rnd lho .Edle bl63t3 us ,lth lhe conse-
quaoca! ol a nuclear holocaus+ the populatlon
ls bolng prcparod ta accept tha advent ot
rconvootlonalr rlr - 65 It thls roduced lhc daogr
of nuclolr rar, or as It rorld rar rere any less

brbrrlc lor bllng rcA€d rlth "conrentlooclr
Icagon!.

lar 13 an tntqgrrl por+ ol 146rl€llsc end +ho

Clvo tqrords roild lor Is Prrt ol thls lotol.nal
dyr lc rhlch operutqr I ndaPondently ol the

subJec+lyo rl I I of lndlytdu.ls. lnel.tal lst rlr
connot bc abol lshcd by dd$ands foi ch6ng.3 tn th6
pollclas of govel-nElls. lf can only bc Sol lshcd
onco tho sys+.6 rhtch dcpen& oo tlr !s ttre solutlon
to lts crlsls lt oy€rfhroun. And onl, thoso rto
produce th6 yorldrs surp lu3 v6luo - the lntor-
naflonll rorklng class - have tho potanttol porcr

dgvolopcnt ol o ooro advlnced mdc o, productlgo.

AI{ OVERYIEII OF IHE CLASS STRI.(;GI.E

^lIO 
THE TA9(S f REYq.UT I$URIEs

To ld6allsts ihe strugglo ot roik.rs to Dalntaln
thelr llvlng 3+rndaids ln tlre ioca of tlta €cotlo5lc
crlsls rlay app€ai ! poor b6sls tor ths baglnnlogs
o, a flght +o lrcnsloin +he rorld. For l4orrlsts,
ho(ovor, thls baslc atruggla ot tha rcklng class
ls thc Elt6rlal sflrtlng polol lor ! hlghsr, r€vol-
u+lonory rtrugg lo.

Slnco th. ooso+ ot fho pressnt crlsls rq hrvo 3a€o

somotilng ol tho Forer ot th. rorklng DlsecJ d|.n
they strugglo togethor. GovornlEnts havs tott€rod
or collapsed (e.g. lr6a' Pol.ndl aod on occcglonr
spcctllc ctt6cks on the rsklng pogul6tlon hovo

been ieqdarlly rlthdratn (o.9. after tlle ,ood

rlot! ln l.lot-occo ond Tunlsl. lost tcar]. yst rlltt-
out oxcop+lon fhe rorkfng clrss:lrugglo her b€cn

contctnod rlthln the oxlstlng clPltallst frlDrork.
Thls ls lnovltable, glvcn the.6bs€nc! ol ! rovollF
tlonlry plrty fo Puf forr6rd tfto uolrt progrlm
lnd develop r6yol uttoniry consclousnoss lnsldc
thr cl!3s r[rYerEnt. HorgYEr, lt ls fgt lor ravol-
utlortrlE' to bo{Eolr lhe dole.fs but r6fher to
diar the lessons troa thofll and use lh{ as the
blsls for poslng concrcfe stePs torar& tta rdol-
utlonary gotl.

Thls l! nof slply thc trsk of pr@rgard!. lt
nslns cst6bllshlng 6r ol-96n I s€d pollilc!l prqtenc'
rlthtn the rdklrg closs rhlch lr san bY rcrk9l'r
6s otrerlng, nol only !n !ltcl-notlve polltlc!l
atE {or tte fuiure, but cn ol+El.natlvc rEtlrod ot
struggle ln +ie here .nd nor,Ight to &tend thotr-

3alY€s lgElnst qaplt!lr3 lttlcks.

tahtle tho patont tn6blllty ot the trlda uolonS

to delond ro.kers .gllnst fh. eti€sfu o, lho crlsl3
ha3 producod 6 carieln sc€ptlcllD tot.rds thase
q'grnlsatloos arrcngst lorkgfs, lrrdo uolon3 and

ihe nEntallty ot trado unlonl$r ror.ln pox€rlul
yelpons rgolnlt fhe dore loPDent ot co I ndaPendant

closs s+ruggle. ln lo3fern Eurqo tor qlltPlo,
tha so-cllted sconolc racov€rY har b€on lccosp-
!nled by Dcssly. l6r'ttfs and lrcrors.d 6:0lolt-
6tlon ylth rhlch tho lrrdo unlooe hrve coPl lod

as they lolloY the dlctatEs of economlc roslruct-
urlog ol fhetr natlonrl crplt!|. Alt€r r p€r lod



of relattvE PlsslYIty lhose lncr€6slngly vlclous
lttacks 6nd +ho t66r o{ unoflp loyman+ havo Pro-
vo*ed reststanco fro[ +h6 ro-klng class - bu+

a ro3lstonco yhlch h6s boon cont6ln6d by tho trodo
unlons vtfhln lndustrlal, notlonal ond ovon

roglonal bounda.les. Thus' +ho longos+ slrlks
ln Brltlsh torklng closs hlslory has bsor} foughf
and lost on +ho basls o, tsave our colltrt2l;
EolElan 6nd French s+oelvork6rs hove lought sePdr-
ato battls3 loi ! d6lonce ol 'thelr i lndust y

lnd lo Frrnce l+s6lt ,or . doronce ot sfhelrn

reglon rlthln tfig couniiy 6s a Yholo. Evon not

Spanlgh !hlpyard tork6rs cre corductlng 6 detor-
oln d but lsolated flght +o save +holr Jobs. Takon ,

ln lsollfton the rorklng cl6ss can only lose such
b.ftlos ,hllo the bourEeolsle congratulotos ltself
on acqulrlng a [prE rflexlblo' lnd coopll!n+ rork-
torcs. Yet d€splto fh6 tomporary oxhaustlon rhlch
struggles llko thls musi lard to the dls6s+rous
outcorE ol follorlng tr6de unlon tacflcs provld63
rlmunltlon for .evolutlonarles In thelr call for
the y{r'krng class to llght rlthou+ the trado
unlons. Thls ls trua unlv€rs.lly ond flot Just
ln ferto|.n Europe - rheihor Il b€ lo the Eastorn
bloc rh€i'g tho oxpq'lonc€ of Solldarliy shors
hor +rade unlont3t nrerllsmn rorkod +o quoll ihe
clca3 s+rugglg and gof Poltsh torkors fo lccopi
eusterlty,a rh€ther It b6 ln a poilphoral are!
lrkc Eollvla rhere the frads unlons lost yoar
p€r3uodgd uo.k6rs fo dccopt lncr66sos ln tood
pilcas ln tfie inotlonEl lnterssfl.

Ti6de onlons everyrhero cre pe.petr6+ois 9l natlgn-
!llst ld@logy - an ldeology rhlch pllys lnto
the hcnds of capllallsn boc6us6 I+ rorks agalnst
the developmnf ot I ndopondent uq-klng cllss
struggle lod bocduso lt plts ro.-kers ln dttforenl
d'oa3 ogolosf 6.ch other. ln fha somo y6y capltolrs
left-vlng portles, lhrough thelr ld6nflf lcollon
rlfh fho lntsrosfs of ihe natlon6l copl+sl, rork
to &rall tho class strugglo by preachlng the
aoss6go of austerlty dnd sell-sac.lllca lor +he
sake of tho llatlgnol ocooony.

Thus, rhtle tho lncrsased .usteilty mo6surgs
lnposed by lmperlallso on lho debt-rlddon sflt6s
aro laylng the basls for masslvq soclel 6xploslons
( tood rlofs and Eass lootlng arE bocoolng co rtoo-
plac€. ln Brazll, lor ox6mp16. mony suporm6rkefs
nor e4rlo, orlrEd guords to y6rd olt affacks lroltl
! hungry populdco.). the bourgoolsle ls lrcreas-
lngly rosortlng fo naf lona I tst nanil-lmporla I ls+n
ldeology to control the class sirugglo.

It 163 ln iuch a yoy thrf Argontlnots noy Radlc.l
GovernEpnt e6s able to put +ho lld on vld6spro6d
class slrugglo ,hlch broks out l6st somo€r (ln

publlc sorvlc6 lndus+rl€s, ID6at cuttlng,sugar and

onglne6rlng) 6ftar +he nrestoratlgn ol dolpcrocyi
by clatmlrg that lt ,ould hove granfod real t.lge
lncrgases It lhes6 had not boen oPPosod by tho l['lF.

At +h€ sarE tlho lhe governoetnf ras also clalDlng
lhot iRaul Allonsln has bogun the battle lgalnlt '

lnper la I ls& and lnternaf lona I { I nanclol usury".
But tod6y tho bEfllo tgalnsf LtPorlollso cannot
bo tought on iho basls ol notlonallsn. lsPorl6llsmrs
donlnr+lon o, th6 rorld ocofiomy ln tho 20+h cantury
n9an5 lh6t so loog 6s copltrllsn survlver tho Perl-
pherol areos ol thot oconofiy aro doomod to roGlln
dspend6o+ on ona or othor Inperlolls+ E!51€f.
yhethor lt ls couch€d ln lornt of 6nfl-t!f
rodlcallsm as ln Argontlna. lslanlc fuodanontll l30l

as ln lran, or ln str6lghlforrord notlonal llber-
ltlon ldcology as ln Nlc.raguo and much of Contro l

Anl6r lc!, 6nfl-lmporlollsn blsed on natlonollsltl ln
pr6ctlce rEons class colllbora+loo ond opet.aios
fo dlvort rorkors lron llghtlng tor tholl orn lnter-
natlgnal I ntorosts.

lf ls the lask of co,munls+s +o flgh+ tho natlonalls+
llluslons and ldoologlos rhlch exls+ everyyh€!-q .

lnslde tho rorklng class ln one lorn or 6nofher.
ln a nql.€ proclse sens6 too our trsk ls lie sone
th€ rorld ovor. Revoluilonorlos ovoryyhefe are
tEced rlih haylng to develop rovoluflonary pollflcal
consclousnoss Insld6 ihs torklng class and of bqll-
dlng o revolutlonary org6nls6tlon lo thelr iovni
areos. Such 6 fask c6nnot talt for- tie gu'lDre6k

of noss closs s+rugglo nor doos li dlscppgrr ln
tho qv6nt ol 16r breaklng out. 0n the confrcry,
th6 nsed tor +h6 proletal.lot to orgonlso og€lnsf
lls orn bourg6olslo Fort!lns para[Eun+ durlng q6p]t-
!llsf y6r as y6ll as ln tlmos ol capltlllst po6co.

Har6ver, uhllq lt ls fru6 th6f rlthout sfrong local
orgonlsatlons flrnly roofed ln tho yorklng cl6ss'
iho rovolutlonary parl-y cannot mofuro, lf ls equally
true -th6t +h€ prolelarlan revolutlon ls ln+€rnrflonal
or lt ls noihlng. The +ask of bulldlng l+o lntor-
na+lonol p.r'fy yl+h an lnfornoilonol prggrarEE
tharofore go€s h.nd ln h6nd rlth the nlocrll tosks
of rsvoluilonErles.lfl lt ls tho rosponslblllty
ol exlstlng org6nlsotlons lo rork totrrds d€{lnlng
th€ cornmunlst proqrarslo af tho s6na tlm os
sirong+henlng tholr c.paclty lg ln+orvone In tho
d6lly s+rugglo ond lo preparo to lntqr{efle lo rlder
cl6ss baftlos as ihey occur. Nono ol lhls can be
dono sl,Dly by propogandlslng abslr.ct gorEralltles.
The questlon ol codcreilslng tho rayoluflontry ray
foriard ls balng posed and l+ rglDalns tor oach org-
onlsatlon to devolop approprlaio lacflss lor tho
sltuallon ln rhlch lt llnds l+solf es eell cs to
cohlr lbuto pollftcolly and p..c+lrrlly fu the
dovolopmohf of lhe Intorn6ttonal prrty ot +he
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prol6tarlat.

It 15 rlti both those tasks ln vl€r that +ho

lnternltlanal Burecu lor tho Rovolutlonory Pariy

16! to@d. By rganlsl ng on iho basls ol a

gsllorally rgreod platlorn tho Bureoure llm 13

fo dcttn€ tlro trlmoYork fq- 'tho forglng of a

ceEn progrrI5E rnd t+ratogy.Ylfhln the Yorklng

cl6s3, ln IsoPtng rlth tho task of tho prolotarlan

vrnguqrd to ro€strbllsh tho lnt€rnatlon!l PaitY

ot tte rorklng clrss.

rothoi to toster +he grorth ol r€al orgctrlgrtlons
rhlch org the Produci ot a llvlng s+rugglo ln
o6ch g€agr8phlcoi arer. ln lhls rly fho Bure6u

alms to be an ogsnt of, noi ! barrler ta' tha

lormltlon ol a party rhlch ls lnt€lnotlonol ln

every sonso and vhlch ha3 solld roo+s ln the
s+rugglo ol the rorklng cl63s rhaiover lt 15

prosont.

Fooinotos lq thc arllcle

Ilt For o nora dstal lod Horxlst 6n'ly3ls ol tll€

But lh. Bre.u ls not tho Party, nor lnd€€d ls

It ! iogrougrpnt. lt 15 part qf o p'oco5s

torar6 bolt thca€ goals' lt s€€ks +o avold thq

crror3 of fhc Pas+ rh€ro ons naflonol centr6'
by vlrfuo ot lfs Prostlgc tmpos6d lts rl ll on

tie ottrer cons+liuant orgontsatlons (os happoned

rlth th€ Coelnf.rn tn tho l92ors); and rEra lnoo(F

lutaty, tt s@ks lo 6vold a sltu'tlon vhore the

process of thc forsltlon of 6 rorld Proleiailsn
party 15 held !P bocause ol fhls ot' thri conlunc-

turai anelysls. lt does not soek to estobllsh

Fsltms tor ttsoll ln thl3 or that countrv buf

pro3ont crlsts cnd the oPal.lt
so6 xcl.lsls and lflParlal lrllttr

lon ol lmpel.l!llsn,
ln Comun lst Rev lEr

t.
TZI S". 'Thoses on the Mlnersr Sflker ln tile
lsgug for 6n overvlgl o, +ho lossons to be drdrn

lrom lhls strugg lo.
tll Tho ortlclo'Bordlglsd ond tho lt!ll6n Lolltr

ln thls lssue deals more fulty rlth the nature

ot +he royolutlonory Parfy ond the framerork for

datlnlng l+s t.sks. The flq+ lssue ol g4g!
Rovler rlll contoln an ar+lclo on tho f6sks of
Ero-iu+Ionarres In capltaIIsnrs PocIPhq-'I arels '
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THESES
MINERS,

ON THE
STRIKE

l. Tho hq.olc doloinlnatlon ol the Brltlsh Dlners

ls Jus+ one nore exolplo o, th6 holgh+onlng closs

cgnfrontaflofls creotad bY the onYard morch o'
tho rorld crpltollst crlsls. slnco tho grooi
Pollsh ovonts of l98o-81 +ho lorch ol closs
strugglo hcs p!3sod lron the unqlP loyod (ln
Brttaln, Hong KorE, tho Moghrob lnd Brazll lo
ne{E only tho .most uol l-publlclsed) +o ths qploy-
od ol thc edY.nccd copltllls't countrlos, 3uch

os tho'l nllllon Bolgl.n Publlc sorvlce rorks's
rho paralysad thof countrY, the French cor and

sto€ I rorkers, tho uS trlnsporf rorlers and nost
rocontl y, tho Spanlsh shlPyard rorkors. The

nurber and nllttancy ol tho strugglos lhors tho

cdpsctty ot tho rorld rorklng closs to tlgh+ os

e cl!33 arter years of copltollst aftlcks.

2. Thcrq attccks ore Port of ! dosPorafo lnltl6-
tlv. by tha rorld coptt.llsf clcsi to solYe iho
oconmlc crlsls of ihelr syetem. ThIs crlsl!,
rhlch t3 part ol tha zoth contury crpl+allst
cyclo o, booo - slunp - rer - roconsfructlon ls
dcsp€nt ng and oll ellorts ol iho bourgoolele lo
cura lt havo ,cllod. Tho curront rorld-{ldo
proco3s ol coplfal restructurlng t$ Part of tho
bo!{-goolslers afiorpt to rovlvo 16}o3 of Prollt
lr tho cqll|potl'tlvo envlronoont o, rlY.l natlonol
capltals. Thts lnvolY6s tho oxpulslon of vost
nu[6q's o, Yorkors lrom fho produqtlYe process

rnd roploclng than xlth capltal lntonslvo, hlghlY
outdEtrd tochntquos, Alttoogh thls cannol curo

tho crtsls tho hugo nunbors ol Yorkors oxpelled
,roan the produc+lvo 3y3+gn croltes ! iresefv.
6rDy ot tha undDPloyod'rhase Yory exlstence on-

cblcs the capttlltsts to lntonslfy fholr lttccks
on thoso ln rork vl6 spood ups, chcnglng shlft
patforn! (1.c. Incroosod hours) cnd real rage
cuts.

f. Thl3 ros?ructurlng exPlolns tho natuco ol
oony of tho present sfruggle3. Tho Brlilsh mlnersl

strtto, llko tho Franch sfeolrorksrlr ctrlke ln
Lorrelne and llko +ho 3+rlk6! ln tto shlpyards
ot Northern Spaln, essentlrlly broko out as o

dofonce o, a plrflculer cqrunlty rnd sp€cltlc
lndustrl. Such economlc pdrtlcul!rl3!| ls us€d

by tho unlons +o llolt the clm! ol the strugglo
( toi- ox6rplo, thc NUMrs c!f,pelgn has beon basad

on not buylng 'forolgn corli). Such ecoooolc
notlon!llsn holps to hldo the lntornotlonol I nter-
6rts of +he rorklng class os a Yhole cnd prevont3
It ,rom 6xpr6sslng lfs 3olldarlfy by tatlng 3+r lko
cqtlon +ogother.

,1. Nevor+helesi, tho slato'3 Preparatloos ln ad-
vence ot ihs Inorsr 3frlkc lndlc6h tho nor Infun-
slty ol ihe class rtruggle rs tho stakes b€c*
hlgh6r rlth the doop6nlng ot tto crlsls. Tho cr
heslvo dotq'mln6tlon ot th6 bourglolsle Yas PqrtGctl y

exprossed ln fho Rldloy Plon agoln3l tho llln.rs
vhllo tho unprocodontod vlolenco ol +ht Brltlth
Stat6 strlpped 6eldo lts dorpcratlc nrsk. lts rlof
squads +errorli6d coflrunltles Ylih lDunlty; ror+'
blocks prevenfod trocdom ol 0|ovosofil ond rll thls
ras acconponlod by a propagandc cliprlgn lo JustltY
tho lrrost lnd lnprlsomEn+ ol thouiands of Blners
lor +rlvl.l otfoncag. ln responso thc rorkar3 h€Ye

had to adopt ner meihods of class Ylolenco Yl!
co.,rmndo ralds on scrb bus6s Protoctod by fho pollco,
sofilng up barrlcad65 6gelnsi pollce convoYs ond

selzlng local radto ttotlons to gat ovr thclr Poltri
ot vley. Thls clrss ylolence ls a torefasto ol
hoy fhe uorklng clcss rlll hrvo fo rosPood to [Eto
rn atlecllvs ,lght ln tufuro strugglos - and an

eftoc+lv6 llgh+ meon3 lgnorlng +ho crl93 ol 'Illcgali
frqr tho rullng cl!3s rhlch blctontly uses fhs legcl
systoa and the pollcc ogllnst lts ioun' rol'klng
clr3s.

5. The socrct bcllot ls nor one of the borrgroir I er s

strongosf u€apone. ll ls ured by crpltallst! lnd
unlons Dllks to buy tlrle and lroqEnf fho rorklng
clais response. ostonslbly deoocratlc, lhe b!llot
ls b6sod on rorkers respondlng cs lsolltad lndlvl-
duals 6nd no't ln tbe collcctlvc I oloresis of thelr
claes. Thus, yhon +h6 l{lr4 Ylthdrot Plckets frm
Notts. to hold a bcllq+ fhe stoto ras glver tlm
+o brlog ln 8,000 pollce to stop fho strlko sprerdlngi
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rh6n NACmS mon txlco vofod +o sfrlko +he unlon

dld a doal rt+h tts NCB io k€op ths nlnors
lsolot d.

5. The mlners' strlke lully conflros rhct revol-
u+tonarlos hcvo argu€d lor decades. Though +rados

urlons sllll refoln tho suPgor+ cnd lslth ot
trlltlons ot rorkert 'tod.y 'lh6y aro cqPltollst
ofgons rhtch no long€r sarvo 6vsn tho lrc!6dl ats

lnteros+3 ol tho rorklng class slnco they exlst
to nogotl ote the prlce ol rlgE lcbour. ln thsss

doys ol austorlty and decay thorq 13 nottlng tor
tlrg unlons lo negotlofe because crpltlll3o has

mrthlng but socrlflces to olfer. Unlone todoy

are p6rt ot tho oelns tor fransElftlng thd ro-
qulremnts ol the captfallsl s+ale to tho rorhers

ord ol llnlttng thelr s+rugglos to thls or fhot
tr6de. ln ths Presont strlka not only the tlw
hos I l[rlted the tlghf to a slnglo s€ctlon of the

rorklng clcrs, othor trtdos unlons hoYo sPaclfl-
crll, preyonted elfoctlYo solldlrt+y rl+h +ho

nlnors - the most blotant exarP le bslng +hs TGIU'5

doflnltlon ol tho tro 3olld.rt+y strlkes bI
dockors or slslY a dlsPute oYor +ho Dock Labour

Schqm and nofhl ng to do rl+h the mlnors. Todcy

the 3truggle lor fho lmmodlcte lntsrests of +he

roillng class 13 a strugglo foi lts long+orm

lnlerestg. ln ordof to succosd tho s+rugg lo hEs

ta go beyond ihe llmlts of a slnglo lndustry or
! slnglg ircde - t.e. beyond lrodos unlonlslll'

Every strlkc todcy ls o polltlcol strlke'

7. Tho mlnorst 3trlke ras not callsd by iho NU

but grot oui of +ho large nufibors of rlldca+
strlkes rhlch had rlr6ody brokon out ln Scotllnd
and Yorkshirs. Cortonrood Btnois axtonded tholr
3frlke by faklng ! Iosflef fo tho r€st of South

Yorkshlre and Yorkshlro Dlnois ln turn brought

out Soofit Islos (oftar +ho latt6r hod slld trnor'

lo c bcllo+ to st lko). The longer the strlke
ront on tho grea+or Y6s tho unlor!3-cootrol oYer

It. Thts ros parflqularly duo +o tho toct +hat

tio rorkers creot€d no orgrns fo run the strlko
fhmsolves but lelt lt ln tho hands ol unlon

otfl6lale. Ilth not even bronch noo+lo93 tsklng
plece nlny mlners hod lo rely on th6 lles of the

Tv tor +hetr lnformotlon, and rlfhout tho lnl+la-
tlvo thct mlss assort llo3 6nd s+rlko coflrl+faes
reflect, lt ros !ll too eosy lor the t{Ul'l ta dotlne

the strlker: purpose lnd tlc+lcs ond lor tho

orlgln6l dynonlsm lo bo los+. Tho mass [potl ngs

of prolotartan de[pcracy aro not Jus+ e nlce
rl+orno+lYo fo the PorslYtfy ond lsola+lon ol
the clpltaltstsr bollot box dadEcrEcy. +hey 6ro

ao ossenttsl basls to Y6go ar oftoctlYa llgh+
ig.-il.rt-T-t 

"*+r" 
I t r"d i+rungf iT:frI n'oottn

capltollst sfrt6.

8. Ths evolutton o{ the mlnoisr strlka shors thct
rorkersr strugglos do not necossorlly leod ol +hol'
oyn lccord fo the creltton of Prol€tcrl6n olgcns

ol mass dsrccracy snd a b6ttle oulelde ol +hs trcdos

unlon fro!€xork. fhtlo the dur6tlon ol tho slrlke
ls tsstlmony to +ho do+srolnctlon ol iho mlnors'

l+ ls also o stgn ot the tlexlblllty ot lh€ Ln4

and lts oblltty fo brlng oxPresslons ol genulno

class strugglo lnto tte lrandork ol trrdos unlonlsn'

9. Thus, alttough tho ltrlnors themso lves shored

. tresndous rlll to flght cnd rhlle other t'orkers

ser th9 nggd to unlie' ln cn el6rEntary rcY (mony

ol +hon fo' the tlrst tlF fn th€lr llve), fhls
tnstlnctlve clsss soltdrrl+y llckod tho coneclous-

noss to break through fho lles lod orn€uvras o'
th6 bourgeolslo. ln thls 3ensa s c'a spoat of
+he iaklng class ln tho Pre3E!+ peflod bolng un-

dotootod In struggle but slnce lt laqks tis c!nt-
lrulty ot a!.reno3s o, lt! hlstorlc tosk - +o

destroy coplttllsE - te can 3tlll lry that lt hca

not yei tltted ths burd€n ol +ho counfeffievol utlon

cs roflocted ln ltt suPport for trad€s unlonlsn

ond soclal d€rrccrocy (or tha Lsbour PartY) '

t0. Ilth the mlner3 coqletoly l3ol6+cd lnd tho

Sta+6 trluttphlrt tlre Propogendo odchlne of +ho

bourgoo [,s'16 ts srltchlng frql attlcklng +he trlnrs
to ottcitlng ihs rhole ol tlre tofklng ;l!ss' on

th6 one h.nd fho Tory press ls puttlng torYcrd tho

dorertls+ lde! thlt the late ol lho mlnd's' strllo
shors thot all rfrugglos by lny rtrkors rra a Yasto

ol ilne. Rotnforclng thl3 fror a dlltofent tngle'
the Ttc and Lobour Porfy 6re lnslstlng tho+ tho

nlllersr deloot ls a d6{o6t lor +r6des unlonlsn and

th€y frc olready trylng to channol rorkorsr

struggtes lnto the deleflce ol trrdB unton rlghts'
Tho rosponse ol revolutlonorlos ts +to+ lf rr3 fhs

trados unloos rho lsolafed +ho lnor3 and Yhct tho

mtnsrsr s+rlko sttovs G flrat no group of lorkers
caa llght a dor€rolned strte on lt3 oln' The lesson

of thls strlko ls fh6t oYory s+rlke [ust llrk up

rlth olhor xorkors ln strugglo' Unlllc6tlon ot

the strugglos ls the only Path toricrd'

11. Glvon tha stronglh of trodos unlo[lst ld€ology

durtng tho strlko' tho Posstblltfy ot the exlsflng

reak revolutlonary lorcos dlroctlY tntluooclng [t
r6s renots. Horsver, our t69k reqalns to e'(po36

ths rolo ol the trldes unlons cs ogohts thlch ost

agalnsf tfte I nteresfs ot the rorktng class' The

aftermoth of the mln€rsr sfrlke rlll oP€n uP tn

oppor+unlty lor rovoluflonolles fo lpcll out tho

lsssons ol the s+rtk6 as lorkers foco the

consoquences ol {ollorlng +he unlon - olbelt a

'mllltartr unlon Ilko the NtH'
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12. ln fhls rork ro no+ only hovo tg countor-
.ct tho doroltlsf Propagand6 of L€lt ond Rlght
bul 6lso fo I ncrooro our cctlvltlos lll tho
rorlplccar. Thls clnnot bo dor. ooly by propt-

9!n,. and cxhq-t6tlon to g€nq'61I so fho rtruggle
end {orn ttr lk. coll[lttoos. to !u]l !l3o try
to concr.e'h I y oxpolc the rolo ot tho urlons, nof

Just bt crltlclrlng ftolr spcclllc octlon5, but
olso by lupporflng or putttng lorrord sPocltlc
sloganr cnd dotrlndi rhlch tond to unlfy rorkr3
ln dlllorcttt lndusirles os roll !3 rlfh the un-
6q lorod. ln thl! roy tho unlon stronglohold
ovcr fto cllss cdn bo brokon. lloro fhon ovsl'

thor€ Is ! nood to oitobllsh rq-kplaco gnor43

ol tho rmsf corsqlous rorksrs rho rt ll recogflls'
ln evory struggle the necassl+y ol tho al*ntar!
task ot coqboftlng unlon nonoouYrca to PostPoria
6nd underGlno rorkortr 6ctlors !9!lnsl caplt!lrt
cttacks. lI thls roy ro rlll bc torglflg o llYlrg
llnk bofuoan tho comunl3t mlnorlft ( tto 'r@r,
of th6 clas3', ,tth tho proeont cllst strugglot.
Only such o untllcotlon con gucrantoo tltc clalct
tufuro - comrunlrs.

lntornoflonol Euroou ,or ths RoYolutlonory Pcrty
F6bru.ry 198,

ARI ICTES IN FARSI

Roodars lroo lrln m6y bo lnlorssfod to knor thct

+h6 tollalng foxts ot +ho IBRP or lho PClnt/CE

h6vo b€.n +ranslltad lnto For![!

l. Lofior lro! Pctnt to Stlo,l lpubllrhld ln Englllh
ln Rovo I utlonory Porrpecll vls 2l l.

2. il,oney, crcdlt cnd Crtrls torlglnllly Publlthcd
ln RoYo lutlonary Porspoc+l vcr 81.

l. IBRP stct€Nnt on +ho lran/lroq tcr ipl6ll3h.d
ln Erg ll!h ln lorkers Volco 18, ln ltcllan ln
Baftoglla Corunl3f6 12, tacr a2, lnd ln Frcoct ln
RoYuc cg{nun I rfc 21.

Phqtocop lor al thcao aro avalloblc fro. the Ssreou.

Atl I tqrs ore ovallablc troo tho tK od&css. ltu
1 lr also avrllcble froo tho llsll6n rdfost.

sond El.0o por I tBlD !s o qontrlbutlon lollrds
copylne and postogo.
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BORDIGISI1yI AIVEP

THE ITAI.I{IN I-EFT

The r6crnt cr l5l5 ol Communl st Progrom (honco-

,orrord Progrertt! Coounlsf!) ln 0clob6' I 9e2 -
undoubt dl, lt3 tDtt s.rlous yet - h!! ltd to

lhc rcFc|oor'g.nco ol tho cvo.-recurrlng Pol6nlc
oboul th. n.turo of tho Bordlglst dllsPorc3 a

polcolc rhlch h!3 olyrys beon br36d on tho tolso

ai5ulPtlo^: Eofdlglsm ' ihe l,6ll6n LeIt'

Evoiyor. hlt ch.llongod qt lrofi thlr btsls'
rhoti.r lt ,.. ln tar-oll l9il, on th' blrth ol
tho I ntainrt I cn! I I sf Cqnnunlst Por+y (PCln+) or
todly, on tho occ!!l9n ot tho lart ra5poctr bolng
'\atd to Progrm.. The gcrl. lt llucY3 thc t'rE:
sorxrooo ,lros cn lnltlal 5hoi hoplng th6t tho
oth.rs rlll ttrc rt lhc sooo t6rgo+. 8ut thosc

rnlgq.s hav. got to undorsflnd,and overythlng
posllblc .srt bc donc to E!k. 3ul-o that th.y
rarErb€r ona thlng3 thrt tholi gunr only knol
hor to llro ln qno dlrcctlon. B.c.ruso tfio toct
15 thlf trqD th..nd ql tho znd loild tllr cnd

rDro clc6rly 3lnc. tho spllt oI 1952, tho Jolnt
n.rE Bofdlgc - Progr.m. ccn no loogor b€ ldentl-
,lod rlth the ltall.o Lolt, .lth.r 1.l tol.f,l! ol
o:grnl3ellon6l contlnultY or, stlll l€!3, ln toros
of lts 0olltlcs and progr6nmo.

Dy extondlng nBordlglson lo loclud. th€ carly
Bcrdlg6. tho rBordlglsfi' ol Pt-ogramta rnd then
iho PClnt .ll th. ,undallEntdl pollllc.l l!tuo3
oro lelt rldo opon. Flrtt ol !ll, tho quottlon
ol tha rolo ond ,unctloo ol th6 party, yhothor

In actu! I cllsg rtrugglot oc or r.gErd! lts l.5kt
lD o glvcn porlod. Sacondly, tha cver-pl-ob lo.ct I c

"notloorl quoltloni end lts not un lrportan?
coroll.ry ol lho lnaly!13 ol lfiperlallsm ln ltr
(pst recoo? porlod o, tro ogporlng blqcs. Flnally,
fhc trcdo unlon quo3+lon rofi.ln! opco slnce ,oi
8ordl9! lnd hlt iollorer! tho ,t!cflcrl. prob lolll
l. rgducad io th. novor-re3olyed altornatlv€ ol
roconqucrlng th. old unlon! by klcklng oul tho
ottlc6-hold6ft or tho c]'oatlon ot '.lor onos - l.o.
thoy havo novor lclf tho old ,roriorork of tho
lrd lntcrnctlonal. Th€so ar. not ro6ll polntc,
osp.clolly rhon onc cgnsldort lrrot out ol th.sc

fhrso lundlDontdt ls.uo! olhcrr eEorgc rhlch, ln
o.dor to 5lnlpllfY tho dl3cus3loo, rr srn d"ln'
!s itcctl c!'l

ln sgltc of th6 blllous ou+pourlngs ot th'sc
isnlporsi tho lt!llan Lott, ln lts conlrootltlo[s
rlth gordlglsit, h.5 voiy oliqn hrd tho soI|a lln
os the I atter had ln lh€ Thlrtl.s rh.o collrootlng
Trotskyl!n. Durlng tholo yoors ol Ylolcn'i co!nl'r-
r6volutloo St!lln, liter h.vlng llqsldotcd 6
randorad hrrnlots lny lotorncl @posltlon' had

elovltod th€ physlcrl and pollllcrl tlgurc ol
Trotsky to .nony nu bor one ol hlt rdoFttlc
.ocl.llsdli. All tho o?po5ltlont cbroad !ho, clfhar
ln dood3 or ln ro.'ds, rcJoctcd I'ic co{nfer-
revolutlon.ry cout-5o rhlch tho n€r Ttar r.t lTo3ln0
on thc cx-Sov l9t Rspubllc, clr to bc d.nosncod

lor thot Dost 'holoous'r ol crlocs: Trotskylslr.

Just oe Bordlg. nttar 1929 ccrtrlnlY cpuld not
bo contuscd rlth TrotskY, so fhc lflllln Lclt atlor
l94l cosld not bs conlucad rlth Bddlglsn, but
th. snlpcrr kopt on flrlog. On rcro thln go.

ocqaslon rc yq.e dllgad to dlttancc outsclYat
lron th6 contuslon botrosn Eordlglstt lnd thc
Itolton Lott. Ac rc croto lo l95f'

rHeblt 6nd ih.oretlc!l lnortl! haYa Dant ttrrt untll
nor Boi'dlglts hli bccn conlurcd rlth tlr. ltlllrn
Lctt, espelll ly mngst ffirn l3ta lbroad. Or
rrth.r, thc ltlllan L.lt hrt bco contus.d rlth tho
nrDc ol Bordlgc lnd rlth hl3 pcrsonal thaotlas.

Tho porg€tu! I llolrllon o, lhlt co r6do, duo to
hls hcvlng bc6n tho rD5t irorshlplad! ond thc
roit 'botray.d', couplcd rlth tho llgt lirt thr
cod-ldos closa to hla rero sllcnsod by hls rxcap-
llon6l .loqucnco ... prov€ntod fhc lornatlon ol
a crlllcal ercreoosr dflronqst tho caltl'ldo3 o, tho
Lolt 6nd rlth lt the contlnulty, lncludlng tt.
oig6nlsatlonol conflnulty, ol r harlthy cgmrnlrf
nuclous. l'n tho ltruggl6 !9aln.t Bolsh.vlsltlon
ond tfi.n StcltnlsD Bordlg! rca ooly rn ob.dt.nf
cnd tlrrd suppofter, ncvor !n lnltlator. Thur

l,



tt ls posslbl€ to 6rgus +hat frqll the expulslon
ol ths Lott (192)) unill hls por+lal 6nd lntsr-
eJtlng ro-omergoncs not so long ago - Iarg€ly
dsc ig clJollng3 tro& our party - Bordlgo ,as
.Pparantl, the tlghter rho Proforr6d to ro|Ealn

lof cl@s+ thlr+y years burlod under +ho enorDous

rulns ot tho 3rd lnteror+lonal ihlch collapsod
hlstorlcolly rtth tho rlso o, StollnlsD ln Russlo
rnd fh€ .osf ot th6 rorld.

A tlc of retreol ln r giro.+ exporlonco ls char-
actgr I sed by . JuiSled rssortnont ol trlsms'

(Lonlnlsr, TrottkylsE, Sto ll nl sm, Bordlglsm).
Tha'lsD' ls +hc dlsflncflv€ slgn of thls or that
rchut'ch' rhlch tho dlsclples ot lho doctrlne,
thoso msters ol €very toctlccl lnnovallon, aro

olyrys dellnlng rEie proclsoly 6nd glvlng nor

Itte to - tlpllylng a procoss of docadonco, ll
rpt ol ogionerot lon.

ln rsc6o+ dgcados ths hlstory ol those po.+l6s

rhoso llfe hcs bcon llnked to that ol tho CoGnun-

l3t ln+grnatlonol hcs conrlrmod our observ6tlon
thlt only r tex poqp le hEvo been oblo to 6vold

contarlnatlon by the ld6ology ol rg+16!+. onlY

a lar hlvo res|rtned true to rell-taught ldoas

rathor than to tho personol rork or protonslons

ol tt€ 'oduca+o'si. Aoong theso tov lt ls only
rlghl le coun't tho ll.ll6n Left rho, olthor exllod
ln Fruncc cr Bolglum or lmPrlsonod by Fasclsm,

openly dls+lngulshed thons€lvos lrofl +ho arblfrary
llld goleolcel eplthct ot 'rBordlglsfn.

Our obJect horo t3 slmply to lln6lly irendor unto

Caoser thot ihlch ls Coosarrsi. le cro not golng

to do.l tlth Bordfgls ln general but Ylth tho

rcrf ygl l-knorn and bgst-docu0Eniod 6xpor loncos

ot thc ys!r3 ln qurstlon. Thus, Bordlgls , 6s

c p€rtlculor and "orlglnali llno ol +ho'rght hai

had sa lrPact rlth tho Partlos ol tho lnter-
n6tlgnal thon llth us bocauso ot tho polemlcs

conduqtod b, ihc l€cdlng or96ns ol +ho comlntern'

It rrs convenlont lor thqi io char'ct€rlso and

Jy3tqnatlcolll contuso tho tllovemsnt of +he ltollan
Lclt vlfh tio p€rsonol posltlons ol Bordlga'

ErerYonc recognlsei fh.t tour-fllth5 ot lh6

thoqollcal r6rk ol thls curront ias duo to

Soidlg. and thus ho alrrys con+rlbutod hls lour-
tttths to polltlcal and orgdnlsatlonal octlvl+y'
rt l66st untl I 192). Havlng sald th6t ro {l ll
see rhen Bordlgars thlnklng roatly only rellectod
hlr dn vlgrs and then, on tha othor hand' Il
rat ! p6rt ot +he rhole fheor€tlca I 6nd toctlcal
h€rltag€ ol fho ltell6n Lol+' ln olh€r tords'
yo vlll 5e6 hor fho lalslflcatlons of Stallnlsn'
bofh lnsldo and ou+slds Russla, ldontlllod Eordl96

rl+h the Lerl'.

Bi/t tlrst ot 6l l, hor us+ +ho York of r nl lltant ot
fh6 revolutlonary Yanguard bo cons I dgrod? - Hl!
moro oc less rolovont confrlbutlon io the 6l6bf!-
+lon of thooretlcal problems ln gonera l, fo econo-

Dlcs and hlstory, or lo moro strlctly pollflcal
and tac+lc6l prlxls? llo bsllevo thes6 lssues ousl
be cons ldered ln o sfrlctly llpersoncl Yay, cven

rhen the, lro hlghly Personol: ln tho senso thot
tho roroluflqnary, ln rhatoYer ePoch ho tr ke3 hls
contilbuflon, rhaiovor hls n!0|o, rorks rlfh thg
Inst.um6nte accunu la-tod by tho sclentlllc.York bullt
up by the class. H. takos uP tho fhanes Yhlch

o+hers boloro hlm havo ou+llnod and olaboiatsd rs
fa. a3 ras posslblo glveh iho spectflc levql ot
m6+urlty ol fhg rorklng closs at any glv€n Polnt
ln copllollsmts exlst€nco. The revoluflgnory
lntelloctual rus+ loc.n to rld hloself o, any trlcE3
ot lntelloctu.l elltlsrn, lhe notlon of puftlng hlm-

3olf on e Podostal. Thls ls o bad hcblt glcked

up tro{D lho ,o.;6 o1 6g6denla lhon lt llnrt llore

dlractly llnkod to fho socfarlonlsn ot tho mo3onlc

lodge. ln thls ssnse ro cen s+lll frko a rlso
pl6ce oi advlce tro[ Morx rho dld no+ coflsldoi hlm-

s6lf fo be a Marxlst rhen confronfed by csrttln
thoorlsrtlons of "M..xlsni. llo must clelr our houl6

once and for all ot th6 theory ol ithg leadsr'-
(duclsrEl and +ho tEntall+y ol th€ bro+i6rhood'

symboll3od by iho lntalllblllfY ol on6 lnd lhe sPlne

l6ss posslYl+Y of fho othel.s.

ln sum, te can stafo rhat,or u5 ls +6kqn as i€ad'

+hr+ th6 ltcllan Lslf sunk rools ln the llvlng
fol-roln of soclallsm Yhlch ttsol' rls pul to th'
t6st by thq hard torflo'tlva oxperl€nca o' the lsf
liorld ta6r. ln keoplng rlfh ! oaluro crltlcll qx-

pd'l.nco, the ltallon Lelt ron+ on elff 'tho rar
to gncapsu I ato socl 6 I I s,llr s ear I ler rsYolutlooary

lnltlctlve and cloarly 6'llc'rlated tho sonpll mes

op6n, sonetlngs l6fent, oPPo3ltlon l'o the larg€ly
nRugsllnn dlrec+lon ol tho lrd lntornatlon!l' ll
.ctod, snd s+lll ac+s, as a polo ol atfrocfton {or

thg yery f€r toicos lhtch roralned on the terrcln
ol revolutlonory class struggle !lfer tho traglc

dl5lntegratlon ol the lotornrtlonal as o unlfled

fo.co and tts passog€ ovor to thc lrperlallst rar

lront,

l5

Thoro ts a baslc nothodo loglca I dlstlnctlon b€tve€n

se€lng lh6 lormotlon ol the Lott l4orxllt curront

as storrnlng lrofl a +heor6tlc6l and polltlccl
consclousnoss, ltsslt connec+od to evonts ol tho

lst lo.ld lar; and s66lng lt a3 thc resulf ol lh€

lntrpretatlon ot thls cr thcl ccT ade' or ol thls
or thlt rogrouPment. Th6 tlrst l5 a dlalgctlcll
formulatlon ln kooplng rlth M'rxlso rhllo the second



goos back to Ide.llsm and subJoctlYl+I.

The lnlancy ol the ltallan Lelt ras chcroc+erlsed

by abstcntlonlsD. Such lnltlcl ldsas rsro to
havo r strongc and unfofessen nofaftorphoSls os

thoy roro put under the tost of hcrd r66llty.
Thc curro[t ro3 cbttsntlonlst un+ll the Congross

of Llvoino (1921). l+s lbstentlonlsn loy sonE-

rhqre befloon . theory end a tactlc.lll FroD

l92l un+ll 1924 l+ ros eloc+lonlst rllh ! moro

or lgss pronouncgd nottolglo tor abstenflonlsm.
By thc loolo Convontlon fh6 lt.llcn Lott had

flnally sharpenod lts thsol-y 6nd locflcs Yl+h

the dtssolutlon ol the 6bst€nttonlst troctlon
!nd, [Dro declslvcly, rl+h +he foundlng theses
lor tte constltutlon of the Party cf tho Coogrsss

ot Llaorno (1921) and Romo (1922)'

Bordlge shrgrdly 3toered . mldd16 course du.lng
fie process ot clcrlfylng fhe tasks ot ihe p.rty
(a problo rhlch also crousgd posslons ln sovral
sccllons ol tho Cofirunl3t lntern.tlonal). Thls
rould be r cqnEn9loce tact lt tt dld not olso
shor so@thlng o, th6 gltbness aod theorotlc!l
lnstabllfty ol +hls corB'6de rho r.s contlnually
osclll.tlng betr,een a dE+ermlntst cnalysls of
tho l6cls (rhlch c!.F to hlD naturclly) End a

conv€n I 6n+ d I a I 6c+l cc I I nferProtrf I on bocrorod

lrom Hlrxlso and therefore expressgd dotor[ln-
lstlcllly, accordlng +o the canons ol o groatly
ovor-usod pos lilv l3+ 5cl6ntl5m.

fo rl ll 360 +hat rhorsvor fhe ll'allcn Lsft ls
taced to dlsaqrec alth Bordlg6 tho orlgln ot
tho dlsagreemont ltes ev6ry tllns ln c dlllerenl
I nlsrprotatl on ol Marxlso. At the safllo tlm6,
tho portyrs Polttlca trom tho congross ot Llvc''no

to ft. oustlng o, tho Lsf-i ln 2t - lo. lh6 most

plri rcll6ctlng ths ldeology of our current -
ere not oaly stlll v6lld but coostltuio thlt rhlch
has survlYcd tho ld6ologlcrl ond o.'gonls6+lonol

dlsaJtor rhlch oYeirhelmod the lnt€rnatlonol ot

Lenl n.

The yerrs 21 ond 25 roi'o a tl[l6 ot lntonslvo
Bolshcvlsatlon o, the P.rt163 ol lho lntoin6tlonal'
Th6 beglnnlng ol thls Proc655 had boen dramatlcally
slgnolled bY tte chongE ot guard tt the top levols

ol those soctlons rhlch rorg con5ldg'od to be

rlotsctodr by Lelftsm. lnsld6 the Russl€n Party

opposl+lon to thls pollcY tras hldden and dld no-t

oxlst Internlllon!lly rp.rt tro' our opon danun-

clatloo rl+h th6 lol.nltlon ol -ths Comml tfse of

lnto3o [En+on+€ r mutuol agr€enEnt CollllDlttosl '
fhls ras sontott I ng ner ln iho hlstorY of ihe

It6lton L€tt. For tho llrs+ flne the lnll'lotlva
tor teklng up frontal Posltlons ol struEglo camo

lron tho nerlb€rshlp, ol!log a coltoc+lve aod de-

personalls6d ledd to ou. curront, rlth Eordlgc
dragglog behlnd. Thls slluatlon rl I I remcln untl I

the da, that ihe corrados ot the Lelt no long€r
hove to lcke ony tur-thar lnltlallves to delend
Bordtgarg ovn theoretlc! I con+rlbullon 6galnlt thc
Bordl96 rho ,on'i lnto voluntary rell-conf lnglEnt.

Tho h6rd baf+lo lought by th€ Corfil ftoo ol I ntesa

unltl thc Lyon Congress llg?rt ln tlct served os

a tlmoly olarm bell regordlng tho Pollcles bclng
tflpoiod by th€ con+ral orglns ot tho lntErnctlon!l
rnd d€sarves to bo oxomlncd fll tho llght ol evqnf3
yhlch lollored. Horever, lt lr certoln thaf no

theoroltc!l dlsagreonlont exlsfed then boircon ti.
conradss ol the Cooml ttge lnd Bordlga - aP.rt froir
6 tondeocy by thls corrado to iglvo ln' ln tho t.cs
ol the onornour pressuro coitlng lro! Moscor lho
vlered lhls lyPe o, pronuncl.rEnfo by tfio lt!llan
Lelt as r bro.k rl+h +h€ form.l dlsclPllno ,hlch
oxliiod ln tho namo ol r6al revolutlonary dlsclpllne
- rn ex6[p le rhlch could hove rlntluonced olh€r
countrlos, p.rflcularly the G€rmon Lolt.

Thg Noplos Convon+lon, rhlch l6s glYcn tho iask
of docldlng rhethor or not to contl nuc tlp Fk
fhe Coitrol ttoe ol lnto3o, r!3 cbltgod to proc6.d

ln eccoidcnqe rlth ihe haJorlty. BordlEo ras thus
put ln a olnorlty so thot tho 96r+y could carry
on tho bottle untll tho Lyon Congross 6nd nof caplt-
ulote to the proscrlPtlons ol Zlnovlav, then SecfclarY

ol +ho lnlornatlohol. ln +he lpoco ol r 
'ol 

nEnthr

the Lott, rhlch ct tho t{atlonol Conventlon ol 1923

h6d boen ln tho maJorlty a+ all t ltD.s rnd hrd tclt
Itsolf to hove tho solldorltY and syl+othy of th!
ofllclal rpParatus (a +arm thtch dtdn'+ hlYe +he

sanE ltgnlflccnca a3 lt l6tar ltsuEd ln ftc hlstory
ol lhc rorkoist trcyorEn+), lqund tlsolf strandod

ln the d6sort. Thl3 flct ltsell nerlts a poge ln

the h lstory ol lhe lt.llan Loft. tlorcvor., tor thr
flrst flD6 tho nost consclous co 'adgs bogan to

recognlse,ln all l+s gravlty and lrpor+anc6, thal
tho vory oxlstonco ol thls currenl Ya3 sllgplng
ar6y and becoolrg rrapPod ln fhet lcrE€ly artlflcl6l
afuEsphorc ln rhlch gordtgots thtnklnE hrd bccole 

-

lsolated and rhlch nor 6xlsf6d llke a sllkroro ln

the cocoon lt hld roven lor l-troll'

It ls too easy and,trcreovor too convorlont to
affrlbuie tho dlssolutlon ot fhe Lett to Fasclsm

on tho one hand lnd to thr Sttllnlst r€dcflon on

tha othsr. Tho lacf remolns thc+ frot 1926 tha

Lelt h.d Practlcally c€6sgd +o 'xl3t lnsldc +h'

Stallnlsi- Internatlonel. ln addltlon, oll subscqt/ont

developemnts ln tho ldo6s, ihe Publlcr+toni and

th6 org6nlsotlon of thls curren+ occurred Ylthout

+ho physlctl presenc6 of Bordlga' For the lpst
p!.t they dlvorgod lrom hls llne ot thought and

u"p".tetiy ,rom hl5 Polttlctl tlftffud6" 
'n 

cttltude
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lft6l vos not cccldgnta l on hls p!'f lnd ihlch
routd lost untll the fall ol Fasclsn.

tlh.t re al.e deollng rlth then ls ths r@+ c6uso

ol lsolatlon 6nd l+s conn€c'tlon fu o partlcular
yry ol se.lng +ho ldeologlcct and Polltlcal prob-

lem ol Marxlso. Bordlga never coosod to ccnsldsr

Russla !t an e€onomlc ontl'lY rhos6 ovorrldlng
ch6raci6r los soclallst. For hlm lt ,.s onlY

StGlln lnd tho lnternotlonalts pollctos rhlch
hod degon.ratod.

Frdr thls polnt tho Posltlons bogen to dlvergo:
Ihlle fha Lell roqld contlnue to rnovo olong fho

lrudltlonal llnc lnsplred by a dlaloctlccl v16r
qf hlstorY tn gsn€ral afld ol tho strugglo oJ th6

proletrrtat ln partlcular - rhlch lod them io
s€€ ttct the porty rnd +ho tasks ol th€ reYol-
uf loncry ml l lttc had b-n rudrccd to nothlng
rs c r€3ult ot the changEd obJecilvo condl+lons

- Bordlgr reE lned consls+ent f,lth hls coiP lolalY
detcrtrlnlst outlook ond conroriEd to lt hore'
to hrve rrlften tconslstontn rlthouf ,lshlng to
3Dllt hrlrs lbout rhothei thls courfosy to hltn

sorvca as !n a postorlorl Jus+ltlcltlon ot hls
idolng nothlngn or rhe+hor tho loglc of hls oen

personal tntErprslatlon ol a rtgldly dotormlnl5t

pr-ml!3 rls to rlthdr6t and rcl+ {or a radlc6l
ov€iturnlng of thq ner slturflon bofore he tolt
It rould b. Posslblo to once agoln spsak ol +he

prt, and fhs reyolutlonary ml lltla.

Anyray, Bordtg! xos io rE+lculouslY oboy +hls
lnporoflvo ,hlch rEanf that ho took no po.t ln
rhal the comrados ol-gonlsod ln the F.ac+lon Abro6d

roro dolng, Just as he had no+hlng to do rlth
tho rqk ot ro-rornlng th€ llrst cl6nd6stlno nuclol
rhlch rould oventuolly leod +o +h€ constltutlon
ol lho p6rty. And, vhat ls torse, lmoensoly
ItDgrtant gvents llko the lnsurrectlon o{ +he

Spanlsh prolotarldt, fh6 collapso of the I nte.-
notlonal and the 2nd llperlallst l{6r, !6nt bY

elthout clErlflcrilon or crltlclsm and el+hout
hls fhooreflca I contrlbu+lon. Yct fhls rork ras
nsodod ln ord€r to d6mons+rafe tho poloi and con-
tlnult ot arxlsm and, abovo all, ?o Preparo
th6 lndlspensablo neans, ln tho shape of 6xper-
lence and ldaas, for the luturo reylv6l of +ho

cllss p8rty.

L6 ara not trylng to lounch o porsonal pole,nlc
hore but al.o only omphoslslng tha, tho pa+h of
Bordlglsn dlvergod lrorl I'hot ot fho ltallan L€tf
tor fhe safio r€lson th6t tho dlalec+lcal drothod

dlv€rg€s lrotr detgrnlnlsfl - a 
'll6fhod 

thlch assun€s

ih6f +he rovolutlon can do tlthout +ho rlll ol
Dan.

polltlcal s+rugglo, hls formol 6nd sonllnontal
6tt.chrrEnt +o tho lnferndtlonal rnd to fha Russlan

econonlc experlenco, rould le6d hlm lnto sgrlous
orrors ot porspocilvo. ThuE, lnstoad ol tho counter-
rovolutlon and tho solld 1016 Playod by llporlollst
capltollsn ln tho rar Bordlga th6orlsed ! dlstlnctlon
beteoen -th€ coplfallsi poYers Yhlch rore dlvldod
on o scale o, dlflerent dogroes ot rosPonslblllty
(capllallsm nutber l, capltollsm nu[bar 2, otc);
Insterd ol tho y.r belng unlvorsally clpltallst
and obJectlvoly countor-r€vo I ut I onary - the Idoa

Itu+ th. b.tllgeronls could bo blckrard ln rola+lon
to qns .nd progrosslvo ln rela+lon to otfiors.

Thus, for us on +he Lett a reolly par.doxlctl sltu-
a+lon aroso - ot havlng l'o dotond fh.+ pcrt ot
Bordlg6's thlnklng rhlch h6d legltloately come fo
b6 parf o, lhe trodltlon ol fhe ltallln Lefi lnd
ol reJ€ctlng that ehlch re undorstooC +o b€ un-
m6rxlst 6nd agolnsi ths lnfersst! of ,he rovol-
utlonary strugglo. ln a rord, ihe Lef+ found thefi-
s6lves rl+h +h6 rosponslblllfY ot havlng to defend

tho Bordlga of be{oro fho decllne AEalnst the
Bordlglsm ot the rolfen hasonlc lodge.

Thus l't ras ravoctod Jus'f hol much of oll thls could
bs convlnclngly cttrlbu+od lo ! Parflcular llar
ln hls EEntal [6ko-up and hoY nuch, on lho other
hand, should be put doin fo lho nYhlmi ot the lntell-
oc+udl. Thls ras an lntolloctu!l rho rould ,l ll
hls tlma rl+h speculatlons about the clast Elll+lc
ln+6rruptod by lacllo pdradoxes or hlstorlclsm typ-
lcal of someone rho ls o comp loto bourgools ccadefilc
sngogod on dl ll6fan+lsl rasoarch ond rho has earnsd
hlms6ll tho tltlo iprogrosslve" ln academlc clrclec.

l+ romalns a ,act th6t, lroo the constltutlon ot
thc p6rty untll tod6y, iho dlstlnqilon ,c have dravo
heie has bocflF nrore proclsely 6nd clgcrlY deflnod.
The parfy lnlllfon+s !l-e very cloor abou+ ih6 Problros
rhlch havo ln tho n.ln conflrflpd such a dlstlnctlon,
io tho polnf o, provoklnE practlcrl and o{'ganlse-
+lonal ropor-cusslons. Horevor, lf Is not a bad

ldea l'o look al then agaln froo o dlstance and sub-

Ject then io an obJoctlve crl+lquo rhlch noverthelest
ls consclous ol an ltallan Left too oltsn con{usod
vlth Bordlga and, uhat ls rorse, rlfh Bo.dlglsh.

86lor ls r sutunory ol +ho ldeologlc!l and polltlcal
sfandpolof of the ltallan Letf, d.llned ln an uh-
gqulvoca I r6y.

l. Th6 dlalsc-tlc6l ln+orprotatlon ot exlsi'enca
and +h€ rorld uhlch comes trofl Morxls6 and rhoso
valldlly has bson contl.mod by iho vlclssltudes
ot tho prol6tarlan strugglo l5 +he lndlspofls.bls
lnstrumont of ravolutlona.y th€ory ard Praxls.
Froflt +h6, by nol obylous, conslderallon fhat thg
parfy ls dovold of any hlsto.lcal conten+ ll ltThu! lt r.s lhe+ gordtga?s over-long absonce from
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ls dstlched trqn +ho cl6ss coftes tho recognltlon
ol the p€rn6nent n€€d lor concreto and Indlssolublo
llnks b6tr6cn party 6nd closs. lt ls equally
obvloE thot tho class, lslt lo ltsolt, ls contused
and dlsorlentod and ls theroloro lncopablg ol
cccqDllshlng lts htsforlc +csks rlthou't tho
leadar3hlp ot lts party.

The rerolutlon, lho oxerclso ot tho dlctolorthlP,
!5 yqll !s +hs constructlon o, the soclollst
socloty' lrc the ro3ults of lhs successrul cofi-
blnaflon ot fhess tyo ,undatEntal subJectlvg
fcccs and tho I nterdopondonce belyoon th€{t.
ln lacl noltr lng rould hay6 heppenod ln hls+orY
elthooi tho lnlerventlon ol human rlll, Just as

rlll rould ecf ln yaln ll lt codsod lo bo the
6l€lDent rhlch rscllsrs tha obJoctlvs lorcos by
yhlch lf hos boen do+ornln€d and ln rhl.h lt h6s

Its or lg I ns.

ArEngst tho subJectlvo forcos ln thd rovolutlonory
procoss thore ls no deteiolnatlon (rlll) rhlch
ln lts +urn ls not dotermln6d' The Let+ ha3 lnt€r-
protod thls thoor€tlcal posful.te of Harxlsm to
traan lhat ihe llnks betresn ths Party lnd th6
n6ssgs, betrecn th.lr strugglo and thelr ln+6res+s,

aust bo pernonent. For lh. Left th9.6 aro no

obJocttyc coodlflons urdgr. vhlch those llnks rlfh
+hs nEssos must bo brokon, nof eYen ln +hs dsrk€3t
p€rlods ol r.actlon, beqausc once you bor dorn

and subnlt to lhe enenyr s Pressuro +fie hlstorlcol
unlty of thq class cgoses fo 6xlst end you havo

p8scd bcA cnd bdggagr ovor to capltcllsm.

2. ln seolfsecetu I perlods, Just 6s nuch 6s

dtrlog reccflon.rY torlEn+, the ltall6n Lett has

r€pudl6fcd tho lheary ot tleiporary r€llrelEnln '
Thal ts, thc ldo€ that ihe oporatlon ol cepllallsn
l'iselt,by !€aos ol lis orn lntorhol l|€chrnlcal
procels, rlll lnevl+lbly leod to 6 rovorsol of
lho obJocflve sltu.+lon lnd Ytll !llol even rotlred
reyolullonartes to tako uP thelr pl6co ln tho

r6volutlon6ry bat+le once cg6lt, hevlng suddonly

6nd altEst [lraculously boon broughf back to llto'
Such r sPurlous and ttl3e cnfl-dlaloctlcdl datr-
lnlsn rhlch takgs no accounf ot thg oscllla-tlng

natu.e of th€ struggle - tho hlgh rnd lor polnts

ot th. Prolet6rlan rEvem6nt; Yhlch, ln dlttlcult
sltultlons, c.nnoi lork out rhal to do o' rha+

not to do but lnsteld theorlses iproventlYo

desd'fl on' - thls hes novGrr beon pari ot lho trad-
Itlon ol M.rxl5m as pr6cllssd by revolutlonarlos
such rs L€nln. Tho Octobor Revolutlon ras posslblo

ngt as a rgsult ol the tudden aPpeaitnco o' ths
Bolshovlk Per+y. buf bscluso fhls Party reprosontod

- at a tlnlo rhgn +he oass69 t.ero moYlng +orards

lngurrectlon - tto cllnrx ol decados ot strugglo'
Thls s+ruggle had lnYolvod gruelllng thooietlcal
tralnlng' dtsPutos end spllts, buf durlng those

tho p6r+y had novor lost thg lolsf contldonca ln
fho rorklng n6ssos, evon rhsn thoy s6ccd fo bc
.b56n+ or cor.upted and domlnated by countoi-
rovo lutlon6ry and troacherous forqes.

J. Tho lllll6n Lelt consldors the Russlan exPer-
lonce ar nevor hovlng gpno beyond ccpltcllso. ln
prrtlcular, econoolc plannlng undcr thc euiplcqe
of tho st6+o, ,hlch rls lnltlillt d'lcn+od torards
+ho consfructlon ol soclcllso, h!5 Provldod fhe
basls for +he ltrsf mcJor oxarP lo ol st.te caPlt-
allsn: en organlc unlflcctlon ol ecoroolcs and

polltlcs rhlch l! cha.actertstlc ot th. llllal pheso

ol monogo ly capllallsnrs dsvaloPnEnl.

4. Tho ltell6n Lolt consld€rs crPIt!lltl! c5 ccon-
oBlc6lly, soclally 6nd polltlcally 6n lnteEral Yholo,
ilth !n obJecilvsly ronollthlc atructuro. Thls
Is tho case evon ln thoso countrles rhlch s€€D la35

advancod and rhore tho oxtrrnol slgns o, ccplfrllsltl 3

unoqual dovelopment aro tnoro obvlous. Fronl thlg
consldaratlon, rhlch stco! tr l tho @3t ololFntary
Marxl3m (and rhlch, bocausg lt ls 30 olellonfary,
clnnof sctlsfy tho thoorotlcal halrsPllttcrr Ilt
lollor5 that thc Amerlccn oconqly ls no dl tlercnt
tron the Sovlet oconofiy - ehen vlarod ln trrm! ot
clplt€llst practlce. ln the salro vey, Arnrlcnn
poll+lcll pollcles ore no dl rf.rqnt tror thoso ot
thq sovlof Unlon, rhen vlared ln t€r85 of +ha crlo-
ln6llty ol r clais rhlch surYlYo3 on tr6r lnd tht
sxploliltlgn of lhc ro.klng n€sso! throughout th'
ror ld." t 2l

T}IE PARTY

Frol! t954 to t9E2 th6 quos+lon ol tho portY has

baen a cofluon eleoont ln oll o{ Progl-otlrlc's crl3cs'
Thls ls soficlhlng ot a Prradox rhrn onc trkcs lnto
cccoun+ thet ProgrlrEars Bordlgl30 has rlvcy!
prgsentod +hls Prob lsnt lr pers4torY and 9rosulP-
tlvely "lnvrrlant'terms. ln tho second holl o'
the 40s, rhon lhc tcsk ol recon3tltutlng fhe polltlc:;
6nd organls.tlon of tho lt!ll.o Lclt r's undorrcy
(rll-hout tho supPoif ol the greof leldgr rho rl3
stlll sulrsrlng trom +hc cf,octi ol lha coll'PSa
of +he frd lnte.notlonal), Bqrdlgo - tlro 'suPer-
portylstn - contlnued to turn hls nosg uP at lhe

Prr+y tor the sltlplo reoson 'thot ln ! Porlod ot
posFrar reconstructlon therg icould nof bo ! Pltco
loi a rovolullonory lorce to llre lolt ot the PCI

llf6ll6n Codrunlst P6rtyltrl ln such a porlod lt
rould h.ve bssn boftor It Boidlg! had con+lnu'd

ths 6xperlencs of tho Frcctlon through an organlsed

p6rty {orm rhlch Yould havo atroys hld to take the

cl6ss strugglo Into account, rhotevet' h'pPenod'
(R!+hsr thlD a sfudY group rhlch, as !uch' could

no+ lake upon lts6ll tho tlsk ol tntsrvEnlng ln

thos6 llmltod 6roas rhsro tho cltss ltruggle Y6s

thsn bel nE fouqht. )
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Attor the 19r2 3Pllt rhlch porh6ps occurrod ftoro

through ngcossltY ihan cholco, Bordlga ras ccn-

vortod to the lder ol the necesslty lor the perm-

cnence ot the closs Party. Thls absurdl+y 
'IEan+

that lho ono rho s.r no posstblllty ol +hg

polltlco/orgont5ctlonal con+lnul+y ol tho partY

- aod ln thls rosp€ct hls onthuslEsm to-the spllt
rcs socond t0 none - contrlbutod' desplt€ hlnsolt,
to ths dlvlslon ot +ho p6rent Parly lnto 1'ro Yould-

bo lntornctlon!llst Partlos '

Thus, polnts 7, I lnd 9 of j9g!I33-I of the Thosoj
1952 soonDlstln ulrhlng tho PartY €laborated ln

ertor the sPllt 3toter

{... tho Po.ty, evon though nunqrlcally sm6ll

lnd only rcoklY llnked to tho Dass ot fho
prolctarl6t and thl lsl' stl ll Jcalously gu6rd-

lng lts thoor€tlco I trsls !s a duty ot the

llr3t oidar, absolutely rofu5€5 to bo con-

sldcred a9 ! clrclo of thlnkers or slnPlY
! study grouP Yhoss [Embers, h6vlng conslderod
yastcrdarrs truths +o bo lnsultlclont, hovo

lost llght of theo eltogoiher ln tholr seorch

lol. nos trulhs.
Th. Pr.tY, dosP l+6 lts roslrlcfed

nulsors drte nl ned bY +he preY.lllng countor-
revolullonary condltlons, doos not cooso

to proselytlso 6nd propagandlso lts prln-
clpl93 tn 6very rr ltlon dnd orol lorF, 6Y6tl

It lts lEcttngs cre sPorsoly lttgnd6d ond

Its Press h6s onlY ! llnlted outlef.
l+ ls ovenfs, nof ths rl ll ol rl9n rhich

thu3 de+q'Dl ne thc oxlont ol ponotraflon
lnto th6 broad ols3ot and llmlt fhls to a

small cofnor ot the oY6iall actlvl+Y. Never-
tholess lto Party novqr mlss6s an opporflinltY
lo ortsr lny chlnk or crack slnca lt roll
undqrstands thot th€re rlll be no revlval
untl I fhls port ot lts ac+lvlfy Is grea+lY

lncreased ond b€eonos doml n.n+.n

Thls dgosnrt rcy vs'y ,nuch - ltrs onlY o small
step ln fhe rlght dtrgctlon but form6lly lt stands

ln opgn con+rast fo tho nlhllls+ posltlons of
! ter rpnths preylously. ln splte ot thls tho
polltlccl oxlli6nce ol Programlla ln tho docadcs

rhlch lgllorod ros markod by strlct lsolatlon
lrom ths clast 5fruggle and they evon abandoned

thos€ xchlnksn yhlch only constant uork lnslde
the cl6s3 can ollor to becons idornlnon+t ln
tu+ur6.

ln {act lt ras ln ltls porlod ihoi Programd. ro-
tracsd lts steps, gavi up I ntervenl'lon 6nd re-
nouncad'+h6t sEoll corner ot l-h€ ovorall ac+lvltYn
ln ordsi to d6dlca+E llssll to roltor.tlng ths
lnvarlanca of the nsdcrod p.lnclpl€sn. Ths l-hoor-
etlcal loinul6tlon rhlch best sxPross€5 the sssenco
qt tho organlsltlon throughout +hls perlod ls
that ol tho 'hlstorlcll Plrfy'r and tho n'lormal

porty"' At flrs't glonco l+ sedlis fha+ fhls dls-
flnctlon rould help to doilno more proclsoly (thoqgh

trom a raiher obvlous basls) the posslbl lltl95 for

lnterv6n+lon by tho rovolutlonarY vangua'd ln ro-
latlon to tho obiectlYe condltlons' Or, lFre
exEcfly, In an oponly countor-revolutlonary sl+-
u.llon, vh6n +ho ecohomlc, poll+lcal and soclal

do.nlnatlon of the bourgeol5le ls lotol and

cons€quontlY +ho aesponse of tho rorklng cl€ss l5
et lti lorest l6vel, or 6ven non-3x ls+en+ (closs

ln ltself), tho opportunl+les .nd posslblllllos
tor +he party 6re roduced lo clmosl nothlng' The

v€ry llnks botveon Party 6nd class can be broken

and cn ovei-d€€Por gull devalop bofrosn lh9 rorklng

,n6ss6s and fhelr advoncs guord. From lh€ gvldencg

ol lrgquont slmllar sltu6+lon5 ln the hlstory of
the cla5s struggle lt ls lnposslblo for tha Parfy
to go boyond tho condltlons lmposod bY ro6llty by

eppeallng to rl ll or by outbursi3 gl voluntrrl5o'

ln suqh condl+lons tho par+y must st|-ugglo osson-

fl6lly tor lts orn con+lnulty, orEonlslng on th6

basls ol lts chos€n Prlorl+lor thE botter to 6d6Pt

+o +h6 lorce ol clrcums+anco. At the sone tlmo

It h6s to conllnuo io hold tog€ther, rhef,e thoy

exlst, thoso tlnost ot threods Yhlch keoP It llnked

to tho llle of lhe closs; ro-tylng ther th' lbaent
thoy ar6 brokon; crolllng them onev lf lt ls startlng
fron . condlllon o-f absolute backYcrdnsss'

ln opposlte clrcumsfances, ln s sltuetloo of Porer-
tul rosurg6nce ol clrss sfruggle' fhe party can

nore elslly carrY out lts role as e pollflcol lo6der,

os a rofei-onco Polnt for the sfruggle, rctlng eore

6nd nor6 lnclslvelY tn fhoss spacos tor lniervontlgn
yhtch tnaturallyn bogln to opon up.

It +h6 "hlstorlcal/lo.naln dls+lnctlon rolers to
lh6 re6l posslblllly of Intervon+lon ln rela+lon

fo . ch.ng6 ln tho obJactlve condltlons, rhlch r|atns

tha+ ln countor-revo I ut I onor y porlods lho Pcrty
ls prlfilrlly 6n orgah lor +he consorvatlon ol tho
progralmo aod ol thooretlcol etaboiatlon vhlch
16leg,rlos - hot by cholco but through llocesslty

- lnte.venflon lr the clos3 to sPorodlc aPlsodos;

and ll by "lorhal par+yi lt moans tha porar'ul and

atfectlvo rola ol r6al lo6dershlp ln ths mass [ove-
m6n+; th6n the dls+lnc+lon can bo 6ccepted - on

condl+lon thlt tho sscond sltuatlon ls understood

+o bo 6 consoquohco of thg tlrst. The p6ss'ge troo
tho ihlstorlca[' to tho hlo|-mot' stago ls not only

de+6rmlned by +h6 ,nlturaflon ol the obJoctlve con-

dltlons, but also bY tho Partyts caPacltY to gror

rlth th6 conlradlctory ovoluflon ot evont3, othsl'-
rls6 tho lro phosos co.so to bo tro aspocls ol lho
saln, procoss and assurno a crYstalllsed autonotEug

torm. Token sapara+oly, lhe flrs+ ondi up bocoolng

a slavs to lh6 neg6'tlvs consequonces ol tho countd--
revolutlonary porlod; -tho socond bocolms onthrallsd
by 6 dlrago yhlch g6+s lncrodslngly out of roachJ



lr o/ttr roi&, ll th6 prrty Is lntrndcd to bc

{'ll. polltlc!l lnsfruEnf ol th. clcrr slruggle
md olr.yr dlsts at dt ttersnt levol3 ol lntensltY
rbltlyc thc flturtlon (so loog rs caPltrllst
Falaflons ol productloo lrstr, thofi tio lorest
gol nts lnd tto perlods ot upsurg€ arc not tho
qrly mnts ol cl!33 3+rugglo rhq'c fhc pcrty
n|st und.rttlrd hor to lqt rnd tsctlcrllY sh6p€

Itc lnfry.ofldlt. It thls 13 nat lhc clso then

It -osr ltrt ltc party l: I poltflcal lnslrurEnt
ooly ln prtlcullr HEots ol class !fr!991" (the

Est llyouroblc), tltlng lt an I ntrDl'ttent lDd

aplsodlc ra!9or tor tho clrs3. ln thls crs.,
c?.ll I'lroulh lstt ng ln good t!t{.ll. tt.re ls an

lortlf.bl! rlst ot croatl ng fhe condltlon! tor
Ita I lquld.tlon of rhlt !lrordy oxlsts lnd lha+
coold pot lrtlttly b€ deY€logcd lror lf.

It ls nof ! q6s! o, sooo dlsclPl.3. [prc
rScdlglsf thlo Bordlgr, hlvlng cairlcd tfto
trlglml dlitlrctlon bGi.r€n ihtstorlc!l' cnd
rtarrl. prf, to cbsurd leogths. ln lorDr I loglc
!ua$ cr rq+f.mr co{lclullon t3 Polslble but lf
lt. hoIcylf, trlstiloa 6nd hr3 q+rrrly dangorou!

lEllcltlon3 tc pcr3Pcc+lvc5. lt lnaYltobly
1c.& to tt, throry that th. Parfy, tho I tt3 truleot
ot lnd potttlcll lo.dar ln +ltc clcss struggl€,
13 not Just rcatrlctrd to actlng ln tlnls ot uP-

turgo tn th. clrss struggle but fhat lf 'lllilsli
ba bcn ln ruch p.rlods, or rothcr llr pl.e-

r.rolutl(xff, and l.evolutlonary Porlods. 0n tfie
ol'h* hord, lts PrcJoncc ln count€r-rovo lutl onqry
prlod! rould,!. Judgad not 30 ouch us.lqss as

dlngroos - slncr tn ticso Pcrlods tta PlrtY ls
Ec clsl l, coofaql nltad by QPftunlsr.

Tils 13 . ttPlc.l qxrq lc o, lt€orctl cs I elabol--
rtton l.lvlng th. dlal.ctlcol mthod bohlnd ln
{,lr. sasch ,or llchrnlcsl lrrs. Hcvlng rejectsd
th. hypoflr€! ts thot lo thr lolrt faYour.b l.
pc lodo ti. DD+ttlc.l r.ngu.rd Eust do lts uflo3t
lo lltrltrlo oar lllfcvrr Po3llblc. to crlltc lhosq

sllll, ,ln ltnts rtlt th€ class, fhcre remolns

oal, olla olir hYpothasts: lict th€ obJsctlYr
co[dltlon!' bclldes hrvlng ths clpaclfy lo dpve

'ttr! clrrs lnlo octlon, also hav! the Porer of
lDooflnass l y crec+tng !ll +ho condltlon5 !p3+

flvourablo fu fhe blrth ot lhc revolutloncry
parft. Thc aachcnlcal seqseocl ! d'ls13 - ravlval
o, cl.$ rtrugglc - blrth ot +he party 13 the

odrar coacluslot rhlch rcsul+3 from th€orctlcally
brclhlrg $ hlstrlc!l gh6se3 lnto rrterflght
coeftrnfs - l.c. the ssporltlon of the qnargenco

ot clct! struggle lod the cl.ssrs 6.ln Poll+lcal
lnJtnEnt, th. part.

It tr ona tttng to 3tcte ttef ths cl6ss sfrugglo
sprrtclrc.s htgh God lol Polnts hlstorlc.l ly,

lccq'dlng to the dsgroo ot condltlollng by th.
bourg@lsle. lt ls lnoth6r to gtrlc ltr+ fha clcss
strugglc dlsrppears rnd rlth lt fhr clris cnd thus
thc paro.nent nocesslty lor ll3 poll+lccl I nstrurent
dlsoppcors. Eyon lhough Prograflia h!3 nof tol lored
thls pctlt to l+s llolt lt ls alrays brlnglng ltsel.,
lnto llno rllh th€ lmoEloed hlstorlcrl party, q!r-
crn.d Ero rlth tho reconstructlon ol fho rf!ltrudlrnl
polttlcrl piogr€mto +hrn Ylth fhe necasslty to I nt€rY-
anc ln ttoso chlnts of etrugglo rhlch qan uP lror
tlfls to tlno. Or, nore exoctly, Progratllra ,s con-
crn6d rlth cordlrlng bottr nocosslfl€s ( +lr. hls-
falcal and +ho loml.l porty)+ius ln6ln+.lnlng ltsell
rcrdy fo plung€ lnlo desperato aqtlvlsD rh6lr fho
prcsurcd cruclal hour coG€s (tro 1975, 3lc Pra€dlxlt
Aoadaus Bordlg6mus).

Thls rotstng fo unquastlonod dogma ot ths separatlon
betreon a countor-revol ufl onorY +ado, ond a revol-
utlonrry tonorro , befYGgn tho hlstorlcel rod +ho

lrDcl condltlons ,or l'ho ol.gont36+lonrs cxlstetrce,
mrant th!+ the moro +he htstoFlcal p6rty FYod !Y

frcn thc n t€rlll and soclGl condltlons ot tha class,
rhsth€r lo terlF of Praxls or ln f6flrs of lFntr I

oftltud€, thc norc fho loroal Pcrt, clIle lo hovc

[qfcphys lca I connotailon3.

The rErc th6 hlstorlcol porty crG uP 6grlnst lts
qn lmvltablc ltnth. lockcd rs lt rrs ln tto vlca
ol an unflvourabls sltu6flon rlth ! Prolotarl6t
rhtch cluld hardly ral3c lts head, the ror. thc
proJ.qtlons ol thc ln6gtnotlon shlpod tho torna I

party. Tht! poErlul, nonollttlc, onnlscl6nt enflt'
ln rhtch everythlng had boen lor€seeo lnd rusolved,
rls 30 pullsd uP rlfh lts orn lnvrfl6ncr 'th!f lt
no longor consldergd lfselt !lllPly a3 ! polltlcal
lnstrunent ot tho class 3fruggl6, but 6s fhc pr+
Itguraflon ol soclall3ll lt3€ll, or rather !5 c pol-
lflcal rEnod. As such thls slngle 3elt-6nclosed
onllty ovorcooes gvory tyPe of cgn+radlcflon alrd,

rs ths oigant3ed axPresslon ot lntolllblllty, lt
elone cEn bo the subJ6ct ol tte Prolof8ilan
dlctatorshlpi r subJ6cf rhlch docanrt +oleralE rn,
Itrm ot tnternal dlscusslon, iuch loss dofiocr&y,
Eran dlrect donocracY.

Uhllq ProEraisE's dolly cxlst9nce hcs bgsn charactor-
lsed by tactlctl lnt6rprofotlons noro lo .ccordance

rlth thr lats of mechcolcs thcn rlth c hlstorlcal
do+errlnlst ylor, lts tuture acflvlt - becau3e

tt ls not bound bY tie PosslbllltY ot ldrodlcts
conllrorflon or non-con t I rootl on - 13 rldc oP€o

to ldo6tl3t oufbursts ot groat lntoflslty.

tf tho p6rty ls undorst@d as the ionsclous vlng-
gu.rd ol tho cl6ss, +ho only lnst'uaenf caplblo
of olaboratlng tactlca, stratogY cnd ! prodFl[o
(polttlcal condlflons tor the revolu+lonaf? oY€!-
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+hror of capltolfst socle+y); l{ I+ It soon 63 rep-
rosenllng l'hg flaxlmum l6vsl ol class consclousness,
thls ls all a co.r6c+ Mlrxlst lormulaflon. ll
th6 torfial priiy ls uhdorslood as o$bodylng lts
ihls+orlcaln to tho absolu+a l1mlt, 6lnost as

o da lurglc ,lgur6, rlvolllng God for .ll hls
poxel.s, ttr6n fhls ls +ho D6+erl6l for ldoollst
sPocu la+ loo.

The loglcal consoquonce of thl5 supposed Inlall-
lblllty ts the conceptlon ol lho par+y os puro
cnd pq-ioc+, lEmurs froo any posslblltty of srror,
oxerclslng l-ts dtcfatorshlp oulslds ot and ovor
+ho cl.ass yhllo lts lnterh.l lli6 procoeds r,lthdu+
any n€6d lor chscklng agolnst r6sllfy or dlscusslor
b€cluso rovgryfhlng{ hos boen lhought out ond pre-
dlcted botorohand { the theore+l ca I pr€suppos I t Ion

ol org.nlc ceni-rllsn - tho bur6oucr6llc expresslon
of lnvarlance). Thls ls clos6r +o +he do{lnt+lon
of o rellglou3 order th6r lo 6 polltlcal concoptlon
of human bolngs sf.uggllhg for lhelr omanclpallon.

Glven thesa posltlofis lt ra3 lnevltablo fhot rhen
dlfleront perlods oi class siruggl6 prosonted
the pcr+y rlih the problom ot deflnlag lts 1016

fno dlstlnc+ and dlttlcult-to-reconcl le t6nd6nclEs
uould orErge on +ho fa.r6ln ol lnio.vontlon, -
Tho nnoihlfig car bo donen vlerpolnf, follorod
by tho cctlvls+ vlorpolnt: precu.sors of dog,na+lsn
on tho on€ hrnd and opporfunlsm on th6 other.

Programn6, notrlth5tandlng tho Innumsroblo spl lts
- 6ll cenlr€d round +hs quostlon ol fho 1016 ol
+hs par+y ond Intorventlon - has nsvel- oscaPod

lrom thls duallrn. lts +vo'soulsn hav6.lYlys
co-oxls+€d atd rhen tholr tffeconclllblllfY h6s

oltte.g€d +hgre hava beon lrreparable broaks rlfh
all th6 ai+endant alt6r-!ltects.

Foofho+es to tho artlcl€

Ill B6causo the PSI (ltcllon Socldllst Par+y). hod

hol beon fac6d rl+h some ol lho hlsfoilc cholcos
facod by othsr parflas ol tho Socond lnfeFodtlono I

ln 1914 thore ras no obvlous brolklng polnt rlth
th6 Rlght Ilng ot Tu.afl and tho Cenfrlsts af.

Sorrdtl. A{tor the Bolshovlk Revolutlon absten-
+lonlsm ln elec+lons agalhst ths cor.uPtlng parl-
l6m6n+ary pracflco ol fhq SoclalJst Poity geolEd

io the ll'!llan LEt+ iho corroc+ tactlc to dlstln-
gulsh ltsolt from tho bourgaols soclal delrccrats
lnd a fllo6ns ol helghlenlng Prolotarlsn orar€noss

of lhe need tor lts orn org6n ol govorn[pnt -
lhe Soylot. Fo. moro lnlormdtlon obout th9 lflll6n
Lelt ln Eng I lsh, see R6volu+lonary Pel.spoctlvgs
19r iTho lf6llan Leff and lho PerrDlneot l{e€d tor
Parfy'.
t2l ln lact thls quo+atlon corprlses on orllcle
rhlch orlglnally appaar€d ln ryEg un&r tha
tlfle icrtsls of go.dlglsm? - PorhaPs. ln lny
cas6 l+r3 no+ a crlsls of +ho ltall6n Lettl'
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A NEW ERA
cCI MNIUNIST

FOR
PROGRAIVI

ProOrtrai t Gorltull
I ProdDc Ccunlst! h

on ovcr fha Partrr rol
lghllghts thc .nplt!lr ot lio Pr.rlost .rtlclc' I'? rg'ln

Ih. l.ltat Gl,lrl3 o
. lnd t.rtl h.Yc lcd lt to rPtlt. llt. r. !l.. t'klng lt!'

(p9ft{o ttv to rt'Tubll3h ln Engltlh rn .rtlclc rhlch rcr orlgln'll' pub ll rh.d ln Bltfrgll! Cqrun Itt!

no. t8, 1982 .nd no.l' t96''

To 6dt!lG oncr r errort 1a cert6inly '
s1g,[ of Daturlty. For revolutlonarlce a

..itl"al Gxanin€Elon of Eerhod - even

r.rhcn ll 1s lnEPlred by excepElonal
clrcuDatancc8 | such 6' an tntcrnal
cr131l - 13 8 Prsctice aa n€cctaEry il
iG 1a he81lhy. ComDunist ProBraE
(hcnccforth Progranma) spPcora to hsvc
entcrcd on thi. Path' Itr
self-ir1t,lctslD l6 a1l the more

surprlring, 81v.n thc Eeriourne'! of thc
rcaiont for it and tlre open admi'aalonl
ProBr.Ea! har nia to m6ke concerntnS' lts
oen crlat3. rAbovc art ah'ra 7c an

obv!ou, gorttlct, .nd orEtnis,.tlonat
criaTr, ln tha second Dlacc thcr'
appcars. on thc surfacc, ao bc tvo
antithaGIc., vays of con6id'rint sociuf
contr.d!ctTona .od thc intcrvcntion of
th. Pat.ty ltr lDct.

f'ThJr Poriticr, .nd ortanlsattonal
crislsd, rhc self-criticlE continueE '
"ir thcrcforc a ref Tectlon of a

Dolrtlc.1 vagucncsl vhlch 1t ls ctat$cd
acco,.ganics organiaational Precisio't

ATonBsldc thls asPcct therc -,'5

anolhcr, tlso link.d to thc vagucncsc of
thc tact!ca, I inet dcf Tning our
actlvtiy, J.c. thc devcroPn"nt of tuo
dltfGrent conccPllonJ of ,ctlvitt' to bc

f ollwed in ralatiorn to thc r,orklng
crasl and to r,ovd,mants of social
ilrugelc. uhich ate .Treddy exPrcstions
of the coatradicciona in social reality'
Frq th!' Point of viev thc Palrstjnian
qu.ation, r,hich gar ao inPorcsnc ,n lhc
iatcrnat crisis, i5 onlY onc of thc
knoca to be unravci lcd-"

To Eutrt up: they adrni ! hlvin8 been
trlEtaken in everylhlng. Thc flrat .rror
uas thBE of not knoein8 hou to Slvc t,hc
orE6nis6tion 6 hoDoseneous pol I t lcal
llne for'analyalnS roclal phcnolena and.
thu6. lntrrventioni thc aecond ua3
sttenpting to 8et round thl. ob3taclc
( snd rrhlt an obccaclc I ) bY an
adElnlEtr8tlve i burcaucraglc 8nd
centr8l16in8 Practicc alncd !t.
containlnS and or|oothinS, ouE evcry
lnEern6I conlradtction.

Are thesc problcna c8uaed Just bY r
false vay of looking at EhG intcrnal
organt6aEion of thc Revolutionrry ParBy.
uhich Boea by the nalt|e of orSsnlc
cen!rallsn? Or ara thcrc olher. Eorc
profound dl rec3lont uhich Prograua'r
re-thinkltt8 rtust Eake?

It is by nou pass6. not, to say banal' Eo

shut thc door after thc hor3c has bollcd
by EaylnB: "a partY vhlch makcs ao
,rislrkes cannoi cri5C, it i3 vcrY
difficult to crcate a parcy ehlch kne'a
h@, co corract iE6clf. rc it thit thlt
L,c itre atcctrpclng to do. On thc othar
i'and, ll,,rxlsm cerches u, that hc it
right uho J.kca the lc.st ristd&car not
hc aho ncvcr nakee anY.r I3 thlt
genuine E€l f-crltlcl arr? Pcrhaps. BUE

ue don't uanE such an attamPB rt tod€3ly
to be merely a le[porary lnvcrsloD of
the arrogance thaE has rluays
characteri aed Ehe Protraruli 3tt r

poI i E lcal betn8,.
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nl.concGgtlonar ln thc 'Ecclcr 1r
Pro3r.Drurl of tha rcecnt p.tt 

'rhcncvcr thc problcr of lntcrvcntlon ra,
con.ldcrld lt vra aa thG bltlt for r
rhcSorlcal cxcrcl!a rnd onc heard trlk
of thc cryrE.llln. purtty of thc
doctrlncr of th€ dcrlred ldeologrcal
monoll!h1t.t of rhc lnfalllblc Party' of
Ehc prcflgurltlon of loclal1sn, etc.

our doublt rcraln. Too often rJc hrvc
..cn about-turnr, rccolprnlcd gr
unrccoEpanlcd by rclf-crltlcltm (usurlly
uneccoupealcd), r!t!rd1nB problernl of
maJor fltnlflcancc. llke tho6e of th€
unlonr or of nr!lonal llbcr6tlon ri6rE'
elChout vltnc331n8 !n adcqu.c.
corrcctlva analy.lt. But Ehla 1a
certalnly not thc polnt. llerc tlc llmit
oursclvcr to tlhlnt note ot
6elf-crltlcl3lr. uhcth€r or noE 1E ra
Programrare. 5lncc thc lasuea trcaEcd
arc of gcncral lntercsEr 8nd ec lntcnd
m.r.l(lnt our contrlbutton !o ther! uhethcr
or not thlr hor bcen requcated.

&r.llE aa Alu.tt

very oftcn 1n thc hlttory of Ehc
uorkcrar n<rveEcnt. today Et ln Ehe pastt
and crpcclally uhen thc cloE6 struSEle
sEatn8tcr (thrt is, r,hen the
bourteoislcr B politic6l and econottric
doolnatlon docr noE allou the exPretaion
of uorklnt cl6a. aalrlrstlona except ln a
Irrttcd lnd cplBodlc r,ay)' part6 of the
vanguord havc bcllcved Ehey could
rnlcrprrt the "feel" of the Elme in Eaya
uhlch 6re not only dlfferent but
oppo5l!e. ElEher they havc belleved
nothln8 la to be donc, or they have
enbraccd thc aost frencti.c activistD. In
thc flrst c6!Gr cven Phere thl9 16
conpletcly undeclarcd or Ju6t hinLed atr
the trlry of rclatln8 to th€ cl6aa I

confront.tioni. ltt probleha and needa,
ii lndlff.rcntls!l. In the 6econd. the
nccaEs.rry and unavoldablc acEivity of
the polltlcal vanguard even lf 1t ia
6itulled ulthln r fralenork of a very
neak clarr rtrutgle, ls tran6forhed lnto
an !ctLvl6n uhlch ia the more frenetlc
thc oorc t'ha cxternal ,r.tuatlon appear6
to bc unr6Ell lcblc.

fror lhc cxtcrrlal srtuafion ahd arrlv.ra
rE thc conclurion that there 1. nothlnt
to be donc "out61de", Thc ta.Lt of r
v.nturrd are thuE nece566rlly tlDlEcd to
preacrvlng th€ princrples 

' 
to the Dost

abrolutG obrervance of Lheir lnvarlsnccr
to the thcoreE 1ca1 elaboratlon of thc
Eort lnpor Lont po1 i I i cal 6nd aconollc
qucrt lona r to the devcl oDEent of thc
futurc c.drec r ul thou! takt nB any of
thli to the outalde trorld - becrulc to
do ro la consldercd not Just urelc.t but
even dangcroua for thc or8,!n1satlon and
rt.811lt.nti.

To r.cclve from the oulEider to
elaboraee, ulthout returntnS thr frulta
of tta polltlclrl lIork ea6 thc foriula
EhrouS,h shich the Party td88 ruppoacd to
rcB6ln uncontanlnated and eaccpc ell
fornc of oDporLunl6m. The coroll6ry of
thls po6ltlon could be nothln8, othcr
than aectar16n.i.5mr thc !lo3b obscurc
'rlnv.r1ant16ln", with a nctrphy3lcrl
conc€pt1on of i: Pure and 1nfalllblC
P8rty. Such € Party u.. not lntcnded to
bc the polltlcal lnEtrunent of thc clrrr
stru8gle, rcf lect lnB 6nd condltlonln3
Ehc contradlcEory novem€nt of thc cltrrr
buE rather lhe fruit of a laborltory
invest 1gat1on, Photo8raPhin8 thc
contin8ent sEpecEs of 6oci!l evcntt 1n
ne8Etlve and PoBtPonlnt thel r
developrnent until better bimeD.

AparL from the problen of nethod. onc of
t.he moEE Eerious con6equences of the
attendlEt thesrB (1.c. th6l 1t 1a

nece666ry to uait for fevourablc
conditlonE befoEe enga8inB 1n polltlcal
rrork in th. cla66) is Ehc dlstortlon of
the role and functlon of Ehe Party by a

f6lEe lnterpreEation of the class
Etruggle and the ljay 1n rrhich lE 13

exgresEed.

Revolutlon6rle6 .rre not gj.ven the ta6k
of deciding urhen, buE onlY horr Eo

lntervene. The Partv' or raEh€r the
polltlcal vsn8uard of thc claca. uhcn 1t
i. in a posltion to acE 8! alli doe8 noE
choose uhen to lntervene in thc c1a€5t
even less does rll choo6e not to do 3o.
fnstead iL adJusEE the uay in uhich tt
intervenesr the tactical aspecta of lLD
inLervehtlon, in linc aith itE intcrnal
force6 and the external 6ituatlon. AII

Thc i nd 1 f fc rent 16t
di,vorces lhc tasks

po6ltlon conpletely
of revoluEionaries
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rhla laket Plrcc on thc btrlr of
unavoldabla obJcctlvG condl tlont vhlch
tha Party canno! chanS€. but shr.ch I

ncvcrihclcrr. lt crnnot f!11 to fora a
p6r! ofr on p.ln of dlrlnlrhtnt lt. role
ar a pollt lcll vanguard.

Thc "there ,,3 nothtnB to bc done
porltlonri 6nd ltt attendlEt apPendlx,
oncG lhcorl3ed ond codlflcd at the
vangurtdtr rrode. of ctl.tcncc ln thc
claa. stru8Blc' tave blrEh to thc
polltlc!1 "tcndcnclesn thlch today 6rc
6ltBncd ln thc revolutlonrry "tollleu"'
?hc ftr6t such tendency 13 that uhich
Blvcr thc van8uard thc t68k oI
grtrnl3lnt ln frrcttgnr not, P6rElc6r or
ralher of 5cudy1n8' elrboratlngr of
polntlnS Ehc u.y foruard, buE not of
en!€rlnt thc 1lfc of the claar struBBle'
Thr .econdr Ghc lctlElnatG d6ughEer of
the flrrti foreaees thc neceB6lty of the
Party only in hl3torlcaI nonenLE s'lhen

thc level of tshc cl56r stru88lc
aulonosrously supPll.r lhc GffccEl'vc
condltlon! for lhe aelzurc of Douer.
Flnsllyi th.rc 13 ! Ehlrd t€ndency
ehlch, althouth odDittlnt th€ nccd for.
Psrty even in count cr-rcvolut lonar y
pcrlod3. llEltE lta 16lG to that of
belnt 6 acrc aPectator of events. 6 Eore
or lcrr quallfiGd cottlBcnEator on thG
polltlcsl r€611ty uhlch aurrounds 1t'

Thc act1vl5t lendcncy' conversely, has
been nuch riore bu5lneE511ke. In Ehe

Bldst of the cl6ss lt haa nevcr rtl6d€
rrdlsElnctlons'r of the sort JusE
dctcrlbcd ca to thc type of or8anl6atton
.rh6 the_ vanguard Ehould provlder but
only on 1tr 16le. AlthouBh sdnlEtln8
that cxternal factors €xert Eortle Eort of
condltloning cffect l,hlch. ullly-n1lIy'
rousE be taken 6ccount of, the
voluntarlat side of the acllvlat
posltlon ends bY eantinS, to force,
ulthout aucce6a r thc lrechanl6!15 uhlch
llc behtnd thlr extcrnol lmnoblllty.

In other rorda. 6ctiviEt voluntarls]n,
bellevln8 lt has Iound ln thc vsnBuard!s
lntlobillty thc Primary cau6e of all
d l aordcr 6 | YheEher rnternsl
(ort.ni6aEional) or external (tenuouc or
non-extEtent linke r,1th the uorklng
clase), throwe 1lrc1f into everY
€ituation' pur.uea any and every epiBode

lnd coE.lt. thc opport!c crror: th6t 1.r
of bccorlng cnvclopcd in Bh. sllu.tlon
rnd raDcctr of thc .ere1y contlntcntr
and rcarlnln8 Gntn.rcd thcrcln.
l'rorkcrlstr apont6nelBBr cconoRlgm' ln c
nord. opDortunl8lttr are the lort
lnocdlatc dangcrs faced bY the
voluntrrr.at tcndencyr 6a agon al I t
ent.rr on thc rord dlrectly oppo6ltc Lo
attcndlrE.

In both carc! u€ arc ln thc preeence of
thcorctlcal eloboratlone And pol ltical
pr6ct1ce, rrhlch. each rn lta or.'n udyi
fall to dnleer thc qucstlon of
1nlervcntlon. of tactict' of thc corr€ct
rel6t1on bctueen ParlY 8nd claee,
i,ndcpendcntly of thc lnteorlty of c16r,
e t ruggl e.

Th. (hrc.t lon of Trctlc.

ReturnlnB to ProBraDnar 1E aeecs ' that
ttt Eclf-crttlclsm t.kct the bull by t\e
hornBr by 6dDlttln8 th6t ul'th1n 1t!';

brea6E ther. duell tuo roulr. rhote
GxlEtencc can goE.hog be traced back to
thc ncthodt of voluntarlsm and 6ctlvloo'

ThuEr lndeed' ve read: "Aroogsldc thls
aspecc,tt (thc polltlcal-or8.nlsatlonll
crr 6lr - cdltorrs noEe) irthcre it
anothcr. also linkcd to thc vatucnc'a of
th. t.cttcal ,ines dcfininB our
,,ctivity: I.c. thc dcvGroPIr'.c'rc of cuo

different conceplions of dctivity Eo be
fo!lottcd ln in relatlon to the uorkioB
c.tass and to mov.,mcnta of 5oci81
scruttlc. ehich .rc alrcrdy. cxprc56ions
of the contradictions in socia'
reality.t' Furthcr of,r to rakc Ehc

concept cxPltclt. the t€xt contlnuea:
"Thc Probren ts Posed in thesc !'r"si
hov does thc Earxiac Co',r',unlsi Parct'
tnterv.nr 7n !,ovc'enLs uhjch ncccssarlly
do not havc a PurclY ProT'tarian
chrrectcr (hcre vc havc in ftind the
Fale6tinran national denande ) or yhich
5,dvancc dca.t1d6 vhich arc so .lraltcd
that thcY the,-cforc are unaDfi ta
overcornc tha contint.nt f talfrcvork
doninaccd by bour9cois or oPPortunlac or
co, ) aborat ionle t forccs?t'.

And herc thc bacLBround queEtlon
unequlvocally emergeai ttHcra ue Timic
6111-541r-cs to observinB thac <l,tth re$ard
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to aha ialrty', .ctlvicy) teo convcrtcnc
crrora ,tavc trrdtllot att!' bcca
c{ttCcd: t) th.t of lanor lnt lo
pr.ctlcc trl€ rctl aovctenta a, not
6uftlcrcotry uaurc .nd ltBittnt onctclt
to ergratnlna thcir arturrtTon ln
proD.aand!.t acr.J; 2) dcsPltc thc
t ortal h*gc P.td . co lltrxT.t thcory .td
ahc tllegcdly .orc r.dtc.l tucurc
icrugtr. tnvolvlnt thr cntlrc
prolctarlat. thac of D€ctnt onty thc
prcscnt aovcacnt aod ln Practlcc
,,battdottlna oacaelt co 7t. Thcy ,t'c tvo
tcndcnclclrr - the aulhoE concludcr -
"vhtch starc ftn a cowon chcorctlctl
l'lat , vhlch condltion cuch ochcr tn
turaD tlvtat a 5lntrc otttnla.tion'6
.rcalvlCl, thc dual char.ctcr of tDc
dntlthcrlt belvecn boch 'rccivtst' and

'ac.d{|cltqt . vf titn thls f alsc
dntiGhctlt thc hittory of our Iornal
ortanl.ttion hra bccn fouthi trtd 

"p.r.clrt .trtl b.I nt foudlt. n NoE baC at
..oiliifonr to. QulG. .9art fron
polentcr, lt 3cctll !o usr at the clEc of
thc thlrtlcth annlver3sry of the for!81
exlEtcncc of ProgranDa r lhat 3uch
rcportlnt ProblcEr havc rcltalncd
urrsolved for an inordlnale len8th of
tiic. For .n ortanlratlon ghlch
belleved 8nd clsim€d th8t 1t h{rd

rerolvcd, both on EhG formal and

historlcsl planr all lhe ProbleDa
inhercnt !o thc conEGruction of thc
uorld Coautll!t Party (herc reference to
hordita vaa Dandatory), adlllE.lonE of
Lhtr tyPG lrc not ! Eribut. to slncerlty
rnd to thc fecundlty of sclf-crlEiciEo,
but, arc rathar 6 hYnn to Polltlcal
r rrc8pon3lFllIty.

Thlr rcvcals not only the m6nif'Et' lsck
of a corrccB and unrtary E€thod for
laclnt and reeolvlng thc probl€rl of the
roic and func!ion of t'h. Pol1tic61
(rrB,an1a6!lon of the class 6tru881er but
,rl so thc 6orry si tustion that Ehe

Indcpendcntly of EhlE Ecrlou. aPllt and
.rl I thc othcrr Prcccdint 1E . lhe
or8anfsatlonr. polltlcs havc led 1t lnto
EhG dllca! of clther opcnln8 ltrelf to
( Iast 3lrutBtr 1n th. aacctlc SuisQ of
cont€rpl!t1vc academlGler' or elsc of
throulnt ltrclf lnEo the flAht
rigardlccr and tlrereby Jolnlng uirh sll
thc other lrovcncnt i st3.

cuppoeed Party r.cognirct rtrclf a! tuch
only rn Lhcte tlJo cxErcrc poaltlont.
rdlthout cver bclng .blc Eo con3ldcr .
third 'htpothe.t.n and thur corrccc
It3cIf.

fn other uord6, one 85kr Protrrltlr hou

to brld8e thc 86P beteeen onc bank - on
yhlch rh€re lter Gtr8tc81c vlilona.
an!1yt ic caPac i tY 1 fund6Dentrl
thcoretrcal rcqulEltiont - .nd the
othcr r on lJhlch thcrG cavorta the
rpontoneity of thG claDr 6truS,tlGi hou
to f .rcc uP to t'rnovementa uhlch
neceecarrly do not havc a PurelY
coltllunl 6t character".

In Poland aE in Palestlnc thc blrth
cIaEs resPon6e nuEt 6tart frottl
psr!icular "objective'r condltion6r

If thc cl6tE st rugBle u!3 abl c to
autonoltously expreai 1tlclf rn t'rEt of
cgluruni6t a1n5r ev€n 1f thrgu8h the
purlfyr.ng crucrble of Psrtlat defcaE'
and retreat6. Lhen therc reould bc no

nced for a Party' thc clsss eould not
necd to have lt3 vanguard cxPrc"cd tt !
polltlcal r€ferencc polnt ehlch knov'
ho, ao n6ke the ilrmedlatc and flnal
toals comPa!1blc and hou to' pat' fror
Jne to the other. If thln8r ecre llke
thatr the only ta6k of revolutlonarlct
uould be to dl56olve thefiEelve! lnto thc
movenenE r hakin8 6ure they rcntlned
attached to it' and sorklnt lndlvldually
to ensure Ehat the fln8l alnt cont'lned
ln the movemcnt uerc not dlsPcrscd'

I f th€ rui 5t s and !urn' ln thc cla63
E!ruB8,1e do not occur like th16' and for
L.nlii"t" this is irrefutabler tha

neceEsiEy for lhe effective presence of
the clasE Partyt far frou conforalng to
one of the tuo po6lt1on! dcfincd sbovc'
stens from ltE 6o1e 81r of brin8lnt
about the naturatlon of coIlllunist
obJectrveE frot! thosc aEP'ctE of Ehc

claec srrrrggle uhich do not and c'nnot
have such alms. t'/hstever thc tltlc or
place Lhc c1a55 5tru88,lG 1a ltlPcdcd and

lnfluenced by EhG econot|ric and 3oci6l'
air...ta.r,.". shich Producc lt' *Puret'

DovementE extGE ne1lher 8B thc bcSlnninB
nor at, thc end of a clatt Dovercnt | 6nd

thlB 1s even norc Erue in the ablence of

a class PartY.
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dol not Gorrcspond 1n .nY Y'Y to thc
aaplrrtlonD of "purc" coltr|unlat'8' In
Palcrtlnc thc ra6sct ltove on th' terrrin
of n.G1on6l15Er 1n Polond on thrt of
denocratlc and econoDic dem6nd5' The

r6le of lh" vantu6rd, lf 1t exiat6t and

of rGvolutionaricE 1n Seneral . 1s to
chanS,c thc poltt1col contcnt uhich the6c
nov.renta spontrneou6ly Slvc lhemse l ve '
3o at !o dlrcct then onto cotDtnunlat
tcrrainr nGrthcr absndonlnB the[ at
'rtnauf f lctenE 1y meture", nor talllnB
thern a6 the "realr' expre6sion of the
claer struggle or as the only po661ble
araa for acElon'

To rePeat. the correct dialectrcal
relstlon bctu€en the PlrBy't eork (1'e'
rt5 capsclty for lntervenllon Slven lts
osn li.ltailons) and the 6ponBaneous I

aorlctllca chsoBlc and contradlctoryr but
never pur€. oovcEent of the c1as5 b86ed

on speciflc econoElc 6nd politlcal
detnanda (uhlch not even the cla6s it5elf
h66 choacn. but uhich ar€ obEtacles 1n

thc aarly aLates of 1ta d.veloPment). r6
found n€1ther ttllhln Eh' nover|tcnt aa

Euch nor ouE s r. dc it.

of dirtyinB therr handt, or lnto thc
actlvlei €rror of JunPtnt ln tnd
frthtlnB to the deatsh for thc alkc of
"concretenees'r rJi !hout bclnt sblc to
jutnp out a8arn. At first tlsncc lt
uould appear that Pro8rartrl6 l3 cnbarklnt
on 6 third road, r.hrch althouth 6t111 '
long one, it eert.rrnlt norc dlrecti r''n
lhc rc.l dtatectit, ahc rcvo'utiootty
Porty js trrat force uhich. ttchou$h
ctartlnl f.on Posltiont oDscur6 to thc
rrafs ,,ovcnent, at^slEts thc tcal
prcssurcs irl hrstor')' r'hich 'llot' 

thc
approach and f tttdrly tho unTon bctt"ceo
tia real r,ot'enent and thc conqunit t
fiovettcnt.tl

The formula is a bll ob6cure. butr np6rt
from the alleged existencc of tuo
moveDents trr thin 6 6in8lc PrgccEE t ue

seem to bc ln the Pre6encc of 6 correcl
approach for deslinB stth EhG queal'ona
the class 5trrr881e Po5e6'

The r61e of the PartY conslsls of:
interprctlng the initial condi Liona '
dircoverlng in thet0 thelr limrtsr 8nd

6urp6gsinB ther by cnbraclnB 8 tacBic
ehich takes 6ccount of the 6Peclflc
conjuncturc and thc avar lable
opporiunitle6. This iE jn order to
preven! the class movernent fron losin8'
lrorcntutlt ori gorsc still, fron reacting
agilnEl the oriEinal econonic densnda

onO extinguiBhin8 thel! uiEh false
polit ical sille.

In practlcc, rrhat this Deans for
nitlonal liberatlon uar6r once the

hr rEorical pGriod of the progresslvc
bour8eolElc ie deflnltely closed (for us

th13 perlod h6a b€Gn over for some tiue)
and for econoqlic demands I is that
revolutlonarieE neither have the tsaEk of
tailinS the nationalist movement nor of
lrnlting them6elve6 to the level of the
economic deoands of union 5tru881e '
Ratherr thelr task i6 to start from this
exlttlng basiE and rarsc lhe lcvel of
rhe claEs stru881e 60 that 1t altns for
hiSher Eoal s, EdkrnB good care not to
fail tnto thc atLendrst error for fear

Dut ue read further oh r on lhe
Pale6rinlan question: "it it ncccss'ry'
on the ottrer hand, to rcco&nlJc thc
vholc neanin' of a struBt'c in 'ction:
ee considei poslt.il'c thc 'r'tccor'ouJ
outco$c of the basictt'l' boutteois
stru887. arainst Israe" s co'oa"7l6D
vhecher o" not ec. or thc ptotcttrian
ttoven.,nt in geoertT, ar€ able 

'o
inf-lucnce it.'r There iE no doubt' tlvcn
in. 6tatc of the lntcrnatlonll
revol utionary forces, that ProBramha

rr""*" "tatt"rt 
any real Possibrllfy ot

influencfng the PaleEtinlan eventt ln

""r- ""r, 
neverthele66, it 1E not thc

,-".l( of revoluLionarie6 to adJuEt

thenselves Lo the si tuation by tayinS
itat lt is "positivel' Ev€n tf only 1n

;;;d.. one does noE uork for "the

"ppro"ch 
and finally the unlon bett'een

the reel rrovetrtent and thc Gomunial
movemen!'r by judginB the forricr potltlvc
,., in. "ut.tt.l "i ttt" lattcr' ThG doubt

is rJhe!her, for Programrna ' the PoalClvG
aspect remains even shen influcnEial
conununi st forc.]s lDanlfest therie6'lve3'

2l

\.ri !h rcBard to urrlon activlty too! Lhe

rrethod is unclranged: "ln fact' our

".ii*ity 
of jntcrrentton in scrugglc

il,r, fZr v"a,s, bcel trnitcd to 
"E-l.u2t 

"t unton deaands' fhi6 it thc
truth. 8ut (rrts l,rsrs, thc Problc,Is il



hal. Dooed, ltc obv loua narrogncoa. t'd'
u. rc.Tiac tha acccc.lClt for r,idenlnt
our hoFizonr. ctuad uc to dlacovcr t"
thc othcr Pc.ctlc.l bacea for
intctvGntlont aad thcsc - ttoo,cn'c
dcaands, houcint, .nci.rlitarjsr,
reltreeslon atd tll the othc!
,nanltc6actioni of.oclai contrud i ct 'ono
- tave u5 ncr, g..aPoni 

'nd 8,reat"
conf id.ncc In faclng thc v.rY 6',IC
.conaic .nd unlon s tr uggl c.tl

Very good! But thlt doer not take
account of thc f!ct that the Prjrnary
td6k of a comlunlst Plrty lleE not ao

rnuch tn lhc selrch for ncv and uid€r
lrorlzons for 1tt commltDen! Eo sEru8glc;
not 3(, nuch thc rerrch for practic6l
econotrlc basca rlon8rlde other Practlcal
baces dealint ulth gencrel Polltlc6r but
of glvlnB 6 Pollt1cal rleanln8 to
econohic E t ru8Sl e.

It la obviou3 that. SLven a stru881e
uith certaln llntts, ,all Possible
ctfortB chould be Dade to orEanl6e 8nd
extend it r but 1t 1i luE! as obviou6
that 1f thcsc lltoitt 8rG not overcote
Lhrough cffcct 1v. pollllcsl propa8snda,
onc could or86n1€e 6nd extend 611 the
strugtle6 in thc uorld grlthouE mokinB
the BllBhtett contrlbution to Ehe

revolutionary E6Eur6Elon of the uorklng
clase.

tltat haa allJayD dlstln8ul6hed coErmunlsLs
frottt dll Eh€ bourgeo 1s-rad ica 1 forces,
rn the paat and todaY, 1a not thelr
propensl!y for 6tru88Ie (th1c should be

a glven fact) but their Polltical
contr ibution. uithout ehich all
expresEionE of Eoclal revolt uould end
by belnt lrredeeoably de feat ed.

ltc Prlc.tlnlrn qrrc.tlon

AmonB thc several reason5 for
Progranna's devsstatlnB int€rnal crlsis
the P€leatinian queatlon could not fail
L.o :bG Gnor.ou6ly lmportont. FrrsE of
.rll, tlhetber they 1lkcd it or not, lhe
r6suc of the Hiddl. Ea6t, as all
practlcal lssue6r came into confllct
uith those tno 6elf-acknorrledged souls
uhich. uhen faced reith a 'rrea1"
si!uationr ecre incaPable of lltaking an
analycis that avold€d ei Lher

lndl ffcrcntl r! or uncritIc61ly folloulnj
thc iovcEcnt. In the accond pl.cc. lhc
PrlGttlnl.n queE t ion becarc llporttnC
b.cruac ln !n orBanlrat{on such a3

Prog,rami\l4. lrhtch pretend6 3o EUch to bc
Eonol lthlc cnd invarlant, tend.nclct
r6n8lnS f rol altnost uncondltlonal
rupport for the bourgeote obJcctlvcr of
thc PLO !o !n 8ttendrsm. rclltlourly
arJaltlnt thc cDcrgence of t'truc" clarr
.tru8tler could no! be tolerttGd. Thc
exlatence of a thj.rd lrybrld position,
condltlon.lly.upportrnS the Pa I GDt.l nl an

bourBcolalc and ndking 6n 111-conce6led
dlstlnctlon betueen fhe ProBrGs5lvc
r6lca of the bourS,eoi6 and prolet.,r'1an
progr6mmcar only added to th. prgble!|'
Abovc all, 1t is unaccePtdble lhat
anongE! .Euch tdeoloBical confusion. lhe
sp11t- 1n the orBani6ntion only t'aLe'
pl6ce uhen one of the "tendencles"
decide8 to 81ve up on lhe trounds that
1t 1E ucclessr not to say hsrDfulr to
remain 1n51dc !he organlaotloni ehlle
thc latter hasn't prevenled it in any
way from oPportunl stical ly recohc111n8
the orthodox t lth the unorthodgx. thc
real eith th€ unreal' thc possiblc ulth
the lnpo6 51b I c.

Up uflti I t$o Years ago lt u83 ttluch

easrer for Programna to cont6ln varlouf
approaches to the "social quertlonr'. lt
onc d.ceprs Ehe Bordlgist 6xioo that
bourBeoi s revolutionary movementE (as

the politlcal exPres6lons of th'
economic suPerEedln8 of feudal relatlona
of productlon) are aluays progr€aElve I

i t folloea that revolutlonrrle3 rruEt
EupporE Ehem. Thrs hean6 that. vhenever
Ehe level of class struggle allosr ltl
the international proletariat and 1t3
poliLical guide (:rlrrays Programna) nu6t

81ve direct assrstance to such
movements. ln dddition to th15
Pro8rahma a160 adds the concept of
supporL for the Polltrcal vlctory of
these bourSeols forces, uhehcver 1t i6
not in a po6iLion to Eive any concrcta
aid.

Nou, u].thout there having been any
6iBnificant changes in the rclaEions
betureen the national intereatE of any
nat ional bour8eoisie dnd irtperiallGnr
ProBrarnma 6uddenly announces the end of
Ehi6 hrstorical period. Thrs is in the
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context of internrt lon'l rsrket
procrascs that rer€ contolldatcd dccadcg

.ttoI and. [orcovcr, Ylthout grovldlnt

.^y cxplan6tlon uhsttocver' TheY

descrtbe th" bour8col6iG t'hlch 5L1ll
sorkc on thc terra, n of n6tional
tndcp.ndencc e6 non-proBrc!'1vc and '
tonrcquent I y 1 dleGervlng of nelther
EupPort nor acclalm' Thc tactical
conclurion 1a thal todsy cotrmunlats
should not Subordi.nate thc corner'Cone6
of thc Proletarlan revolutlon lo
bour8eoia n6tlonal lnterc6t6r Gvcn ln
s l tuat lons reherc - becau6c of
underd€vc l oPllent a6 a consequencG of
rnperl8li5t domlnation - rhG flrst
nd;i festat i ons of class 5tru88le
rnevrEably .15 6ume a bourS'eoi6'
na! lonal16t character '

corrlrunitt!- not only do noi concrti' 
'hcprtr.ry ti. (thc ProtctarTan riruttlc in

thc Faric! ccncc) .nd th. sccondt'y (tha
Dtrul,ttc lot ttatlontt sGIf-
dctcrainacion) buc thcy do not cvcn
fortuTatc , conoist€nt sttttcSy for
usrng the sccoftd as s 'orc' of
sLcpping-!'ton to th" firc''n And JuEt
to [akc the trlnsiEion fror the 6tru88lc
for n6tional aelf-dGtcrnlnlt1on to lh'
coE|nunlst rcvol ut ton Gven more

confutlntr Een lrRea belov one reade:

":G Is ncccssal,.y. on thc oth'r hand ' to
r.cotnise thc vholc tc,nlnt of t
strugglc in action. 9c cons'der
potrrrua the vtcaotioua oul'cg,,c ol the

bas ical ty bourBCois c'ru8,87' sSainsc
lsracT'a cotoniarisn r,fttchcr ol not 9c'
or thc ptorcttrTan 

',ov 
c'.cnt in tcnerrll

.rc .blc lo infrucncc it'rl

At lrrEE ihcy conElder thc struBBlG of
the Palesllniln proletsrlrt Iar naclonal
acl f-dctcrllinatlon 'an c E tent 1al

"i.ppirrg-.to.,e'r, 
a klnd of Eprlngboard

aor.aa"- th. cottl[unl at r€volutloni
aubEequent ly ' the EsDc ttru88le r ei !h
1tc partiai objcctlveir 1' not to bc

underatood taclicallY a8 a

"stepPing-stone'r for e futurc
transformstion lnLo thc cortrluni 6t

revolution. And to cooplet' the clrclc'
dlsregardlnB the orlStnal spproachr
,trr"u-a..f.i"d thc €nd of thc hl3toricsl
period of ProSre6sive bourteoi t-
iemocratic revolutiont r uhlch tDPlted
that lhe task6 of revoluEionarlea no

lon8er consr sta of Eupport or accldln
for- th.rc hiEtoric!l exPeriEcnt'Er Eh'y

consider po6ltlve 'Elre victorious
outcotrtc of the basically bour8eols
;;;;;;i" against rsrael'c coloniallen '

O

And here the ProbleEr slart'

Irr ProS,raEo! Co$unlrta no 20' October
1982 rec rc6d, in deferencc to thc n'u
.rpproach 'rL'€ v.irI crcat this nationaT
struBEtc not .s , bourlcois rcvo'ution
to be cotpr.tcd. but as chc consequencc
of. ot-ttonal f.caor vtthin a 6tCu'Elon
eherc caPit.|i5,4 la already cstablishcd'
In Ghis srtuation chcreforc th6

bau.Ecoicle rod ahc Proictariac havc no

cor.la tas&s and Ehc Arab bourBcoieiQ
contronl' thc non-Arab bour Ecois ic
L,ithin th. f ramevotk of sorld
,',p.,r i.7 isa. deoanding t Pa"slTnian
n"cron"t statei a d'Qand vhich a75o

corrcsponds - as vl shall see - to the
paa"arra intcrcsts of P'Iestrnjan and

Arab PtoTctarlans atd vhlch for chcm 15

a nccei6,ary bridee in their PassaBa
to&t.,rds thc coltrruni 5 t revoTution'tl

There i6 En obviou6 contradlction
beEueen the Preui6e lhat "the
bourB.oisie and the Proletariat have

therlfore no coDllon taske" and Ehe

cotrcluEion lhat admlts of a coincldence
hetueen'rLhe present intere6tsr' of the

tuo classeE on Lhe nat'ional queEtion'
on the Previous Page there i s a

diffctenE, blatant'Iy conLradlctor)
approach !o lhe Eame qucstion: 'tapplyiog
tiis co.,c"Pt to the strur''c of the

Palestinian Pro'ctar iat - vhich
n.rtur-a7ry does not incend co r'nouncc
irBhE)nB for a return to the terrttory
r c las= drl.-ed fron - t'eans that

Even rf one re6d3 thc tienLcncca tEiccr
Ehe confusion retlains' It Beems as if
Progranmare urlEerr lre morc inlerc6ted
in iernointng EraPPed eithin tuo opposrnB

gost Cions, tolerating all t*:
contradictions. than theY aFc '1
aEtemptinB to €8caPe vl! I r|ore thorouth
coneid"."iior, of the queetion'
Progranma lacka a clear Perapective on

hou EhG Arab Praletarlatr aE rrell as the

Palestinian prol€trriatr ahould begin Eo

act r on tlre ba616 oi lts osn speciflc
r""itay, aSalnEt the lntcreEi6 "1
,tp"t,.l, ". 

and the national

E



Thls 1E thc onlY say t'o GxPlain
Progrenoar e approval for th€ PBlcEtlnlan
bouigeolslc'c porelblc vlctory ovcr th!
IEr8ell bourtcoiEle, and 1t' obvlous
difflculLy in deflnlnt rhc rolc of
comunl6tr (81ven they exlsE and arc
ort.inlsed) 1n the bourSeo i s -democ rat lc
revoluEion. They do not knou uhether or
not thlE revolutlon should be uced aa a

EEeppln8-atoncr ai an esDcntlal brid8'e'
tov;;d8 the objecllve. of thc aocisllst
rcvolutlon. Bu! Eherc ia sorcthlnB GIsc

to be .mphaslaed' snother gem fron this
,r.ry rtch tource. "ft hao cmer9cd troa
,ncctnr, discussjons thac tt 75 vc'Y
dLfticutt to act in . constsLent fa6hlon
in such a uay that thc Party lt ablc to
r..ca}nisc thc Iinitcd naturc of t
struht)G. :,,ithouc thie meanJ.n9 jn
pracC icc chat r t hrt to ttve t' uP'

Thio haa bccn aackedTy 711L':'Lratcd by

ch. ltiddlQ Edstcrn situdtion, uhcra in
Progrrlu c{unlsta uc asc PrTna'l1Y
conccrn.d vlth sho}rinr 'he 

tendcncy oI
.an on- oinl stru\Src to assumc a tocial
and Prot.tarian naturc jn priccTce'
fhis EcndcncY is for us thc l,losc

IuportanC coaponent of euch a sttuggle"'

bourceolciec. Glven fhlt lacl of
not.i."afr.. they addrccr thcD'GlvG' to
itr. i.t." tnd lrrelevant qu"stton of uP

to uhlch Polnt rnd ln shlch forrr
bourtcots dcmands should bc tuPported or
dircclly advocatcd.

Today LhrE no lonBcr EccEa Eo bc thc
caac. No morc attendlEE elth re86rd to
socl:1 conflicta, cvcn vhcrc thtrc arc
polltic!Ily b8ckuard' no norc t8{11crn
uhen consrderinB tha Partlculdr I

second{rryr featlrre6 of a siluaLtolr' Nou

Pro8ramma i5 LakrnS .ccount of and 1r
interested in "the prrncipal elertetltt',
!he dynaml.: of thc class struggle'
"8ut" - ttrc artlclG contlnLleE - "to
rcspond co/-r.ctty to siturtlons lt i5
neccssary also to tec L',lat ls the Dost
)hportaot elemcnt - not 60 ruL'h ln our
e-t,es, ats theorcticlano of t'Ile
proleldrian mo!atucnt - but in thosc oI
thc particlpdnt.t ,n thc atru8,81c' And

chis rs ,roe the 'secondaty' guestion'
hzstorically destined to bccome less
tnportdnL, assumcs arI thc ,mPorEancc ol
a pr tnc i Pal issue. "

The confusron continu€6r the preniseE
never a8reelnB urth the conc1u6lon5-
But h<'fore considerlnS the rclatlon6hip
beEueen prrmdry and secondary issuear it
! s necesEarY to teE r1d of Lhe faI6c
antlthe6tr bct!.,een t,h6! 1r lDportant. !rr
,rour eycs aB theor€tlcians of the
proletarj.an movenentrrr and 1n che cl'ea

of !hose inhabltan!E bf anothcr galaxy'
Lhe'rpartrclpanLs in the 6tru881e'r '

ln Ltre era of rotLlnB imPerlalismr L'1 '-h

thc decadcnce of lnternIlt i()nai
caprLalisn makrnB a thlrd uorld L'ar

lnmrnenL r there are no genera:

" theoret i cdl " rnLereELar the excluErve
property of a poliElcrrl vanguard, and

other r "Lhrs uorldly" ' 
contingenL

interests, 1.ri Lh lherr overehelninB
burden af uretchednes6 for lhe
oppresEcd, tdlthouL there being the
possibrlity of. overcominS, the 8aP

betueen Ehe firsE and Lhe secotrd' Thrs
is true of the class stru88le uherever
it occurs, even iR area6 1e66E favoured
by ecohotrlc developm.:nt and Lrith
unfavourable pol1t j cal circunstances '

The aI Lernatlve 1s nor that cither ue

are faced trith a polittcally InaLu'e

strug,Ble ehere rhe approprlatc slr.tLcgy
and ':acLrcs are Ehe Prrrnary 6c'rL _ su1:\

as eould cie :ld,hE Lhe 'rtheoreticians of
the proletsar) an movetnenLrr i or lhaE "'e
:rrc confronted uith a 6trugglc uhere Ll e

.:ombatants Jrc flShting fot lrrnrLed,

Up unLil tuo years a8o Protramma I uhen

confronted by 6iD11ar problerns, 9ou1d

havc taken uP a dcfenElve PoE1tlon
dround its tuo t'soulst' and everyone
rrould have been haPPY. one ' 

Lhe

a!Eendl5t (ln.rxirhallet) soul rdould have
'renained huddl ed on Ehe 6hore of
un6ullled Marxi st prlnciplG t'hilst
uaitinB for the PalcEit rnian eventE Eo

Sive blrth to Pure Proletarlan
moveBlenEEr unconEatnLnated by bourgeoi c

Jnd natlonallst ideoloBy. The other '
Lhe hoveDentist (Menshevik) soul , uould
havc Eupported or scclalltred (dePendinB
oo the circumsLances and the balance of
forc..s) the PLOt or uould have preached
.Lhat Ehe Paleatinian prole!ari8t t'ake uP

na!lona1lst denrando aB iLs oun, seeint
that the Palestrni4n bourgeoi6ie had

shorrn iEself incapable of Pursuing
those.
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Ecctlonrl lntcrctt..
prlorltr/ to thc lrtt.r _
recondlry Ln!o Drtnclp!ldt the .a!a tlra uavlnl
corNtunlrt rcvolution.

thus tl vlnt
thlt 1r turnlnB

lntcraEt.r and
Soodbyc to thc

Aa 6oon rt you ipltt thc partlcular
loccaurc 1t Gxlit3) froa the general{bccaurc lt L rlrryr lqatrned to bGnerely polcntl.l rnd nothlng ir donc tomake lt real) you hsvc lrade an cnorn<ru!atep toErrdr opportunlsr. In fact thlBd18t ! nct ton bGtyccn theoretical andconcrctc 1ntcre3t, doet not correEpondto- lhc rc6llty. Thcrc la no loglcalcchcra uhlch suDpllcr-- r communtst
str6tegy, uhlch ulll bc v6lid tomorros,.
and t trcllc for thc concretc rltuation
to ehlch ell alrc 1. 3ubordinatc ln thc
6horE tcror. Thc clasa rtrugglc doc6n't
consiat of 6 coD[nunl rt movcEent 6nd a
real DovcDcnt running, on parellel llnec
uith peoplG Eettint ouG elther on the
onc (prlnary) or thc other (aecondery).
What cxl!tr 1r th€ spont6neous. confuoed
and very often contradi.ctory
eelf-expree:1on of the uorking cl6ss.
baacd on partlal and contlntent
intcr.'st5 both In the Gconomlc aenac and
on the lcvcl of polltlcal dcoanda. Thc
pol1t1cal vanguard of the claEsr or
rsthcr thc ParEyr if lt cxisEa 6nd if it
ra capablc of operatlngr rruEt. no rnatter
hoH dtfflcult and hou long the proceg€l
intervcnc 1n thlE Etruggle to Eove 1t
beyond 1ts orLSlnal content and provlde
it r,lth a Bcneral rcvolutionary
p€rspecElvc. Any othcr Etandpolnt rE
hrghly dangeroue and all the more 60 lf
it.1s trirncd into ! forEula.

lrbcrrt.lon 
-.nd bourgeois aoveacnta lanor . nce rhjnt. The onty novcrty rr iithc thcory of contr.dlctlonr uhlchrcvcrlr a lurprlDrnt lfftnlty Uoth fnlori add content urth anothcr. norelnf lu€nt16l r opportunls[ _ Maotsn.

Morcover. 69 f6r !a the Palestinian
qriigt ron 8o9Br Progrstntla'6 banal
either-or achelia c8nnot account for all
Lhc cconoelc condltionI: froo the
prc.encc of inLcrnatlonal Imp€rrali6m to
the lntereit. of the Arab bour8eoisier
frol tlic Palc6tlnlan bourgeoisler s
asplrsLroni for lndepedenee to the
prolct6riat'a llvlnt condltionE. Stil1
less can thc Eheoretlcal ju6EificaEion
of lhc slte'rn6tion betueen prrmary 8nd
Eecondory iacucs be 6ccepted.

tJhen Hao foLrnd hrnself carrylnt out lnIrr6ctlc€ o gar of natlonal llbe;ot1on fnthc confllct uith J6panerc ru,pcrralrirdurlnt thc Elddle of a civl.l uarr ha prr
tlhlng to lnstall a dlctrtorrhlp 9h1ch.1n pglltlc6l and econoElc con!entr e6abourt?o13. Having had to dtvcr! thG
Srcat mcjorlty of thc .Chr.neac poor
pc.aantry and proletariaC onto thl.
caplt6llat terrain. he uai obltgcd to
develop thc Lhcory of contradlcttohr, of
thc alternation bclr,cen prtDEry 

"rrdaecondary questions in ordcr to defcr t,g
an .ver nore dratant . futurc thc
dlctatorshlp of the .prolet8rtat and to
brlng ever clo6er the dlcE6tor6hlIr ofrrthc four revolut ionary clatcell.

Letra turn fron Prograrraa for i nonent
to quotc Mao: "fn cdpitalist sbclctjcs
Chc ti,o contr/,dLctory forces, trrct
prolciarr.rC and thc boutgcolsic, foru
thc n4!n controdic|ion. fh€ other
contradictions, for cxa,r'.pre .trr€
coot.adiction betvcen r.rhat reD,ains of
thc fcudr, cTasa and thc DourSaolsj.,
thc contradlction bcctecn thc
pe|it-bourecais pcasanCty and Chc
bourteoi'ic. thc contrad ict lon
bctvcen imperialism and che coronles,
clc., trrcse 4re all deCcr!,lnGd and
i nf, ucnccd by thit PrinarY
concradlction.

In se l-coTonlol countri;s .9ucft a9
Chind. the rtlacionship lretue"a the
pr irr6ry, contradictions ,nd the sccondiry
concradictionli form.s a coraPlex Plccur€.
l,)hcn i,/.pcri!, ilin urr!c.rshes a vdr ot
nCBreseton atdi.rst .a country of thte
t),Ite. the varioui classee of $uch ,
counary. apar t f.n!n I hon;df ul of
traitors. aFe Jble ao tefiPoiartry unit.
la ordcr to carr)' on a natiooal L,4r

aBrlnst iaperial i6n. The contra.diction
bex.recn. lr,PertJ)isn and that country
then becomes the l'ain contr.dlction,
vhereas a71 the cont.d,dicEions D€teeen
the var ious c-lasses in thc countrrt
( incTudinE tttc lr tmar)t contradictlon)

On the
opportuni Em

.rnalysi6,

other hand ' Prograrura' s
re8ardins the modern

of inper i sl lsnl' nation81
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3re tc,'por/]: i'y rcTctat'd to s'cond

rlu." ,i asstne eccandrry if"portan'e'

Transferred ln ttr€! placc ":d
.:;;;;;;;' but not ln co ten! ' 

the

;";;;; ".;t.'nE 
about th' tran.formaLlon

,rf prrm"ry lssues lnto Eccondsry onetil

";";;; 
'"" follout from usoism'€

urrlrrientlonal helrr, In the Lebonon. aa

in all caPltall't' counErlea 1n Lh?

uoildl the clacr Etru88le expreaEeg

itseli betveen bourgcolt 6nd imperlallst
rntereEtG on thc one hand and

proletarion intercst6 on the other and

Lhi $ repreaenEa Eh' Primary
conEr6dlcEion. But in rea11!y thls does

rrot haPpen. Thc Pdl es t lnlan
,,roleLarlaE ' 

under fhe Political
rtrfluence of ltr rlountt bour8eolsle'

- cxpres6e6 natlonall6m. ghtch Ehould be 'r

,;econrlary l$sue. Butsr 6cCOrdinE to
'Programma: ttit io neccssaty also to sec
L'rrat Js ttte most lnportanC e7':menc rrot
so much in out et,ct ar chcoteticiant of
Llte pr<rletlrian tr,ovc',enc bui ln those of
Llre participz,nte In th. 6trut81e' And

trris i6 hotr thc 'sccondary' guestion,
ttistorlcarly destined to beco@c 'les.'
ir/npirtdnE. .lssum€a a77 thc irlPo,.tance of
., prin..ipt7 issuc. "

rather to deveioP r tacEic of

iii".""".r". 1n Ehc real dyneulc of nhrt

il--- n"pr'..r"g, ttsrtlnt fron th:
iiotJ".aiu*t r1rr.'at-1on, snd PointlnB out

boti lt. econoroic and pol it.ic6l
iitfa"tfott", ln order to bridge tlre eaP'

;;";--;;';". Lemporal but PoI1Elcal'
betlreen the confuced, srrd spontalleouar

.".,ii*.trtfo"c of Lhc claEs srruggle'
,i"t. bourSeois and peE i t-bourBeol6
ii.r. p."aoir""a. , and c l asE atrugBlc
vrth a conmunlst content'

Thi6 aIl aa6umes the unproven hypothe5lE

Lhat there are polltlcal revolutlonary
forcea 1n I posr!1on to opera!G in the

6ltuation 1n queEtioni 1f Lhis 15 noE

so, the m.lln i65trc uould be Lo cre4te
th; 6ubl€cLtve condltlons or to

encoursSe those shlch are there
em[rryonica1ly, ulthout for el1 Ehat

throrring onesel f lnto the arms of tha
bourgcol sle r lnventlng or re-lnventlng
opportunl at 1c rheoriet about Eoclal
contradict.lona' l.n the style of MaolErr

and 1tE nev vaEiantS'

P.rrfect r as long 5a tha 1o81c of tlre
.rr8unent is accePLed and no doubtE
dssail the reader. According to
Programoar the natlonal questlon' not
proletarian revolutlont 1E not, on Lhe
agenda in the Lebanon. The Prima::y
rssues Bi.ve vay to thc aecondary. vh.y?
First of allr because ln ProgrammatE
eye6, national liberation La a concrete
issue uhich inspirea both the
bour8eoiaie and the prolet6rlat to acE.
Hhereas the proleLarlan revolut lon and
Ehe Eubjectlve conditlon for lts
developnenL appear to be far auay. In
Lhe second plecc. Progratnma argues, they
cannot. undere6timate thc tmpulEeE thaE
spark off soclal evcnt 6.

.\I1 thi6 is true ) but i t 1s also rrue
Lhat the ta6k of the revoluti.onary
'riirority i6 not to adapf to a 6ituatlon
becous€ it is a glven concrete fact, nor
still less to close ita eyes Lo the
l).rs ic causeE I uhi,ch aa such can onl 1,
brlnB inlo being parttal and po1irr,ca1ly
r.:rron.:outs economic demandE. Its task is

d(
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THESES OF
COMfrIIUNIST

THE ALPTRAUIVI
COLLECTIVE

( Mexico)

Stoc. tl,l€ publtcltlon ol CorrDunlst RoYlor I tt'
iottoltng thetcr hlve becn sent to th' IBRP bY

th. Cqlunl!t Coll€ctlvc ol AlPtrsuo ln Mexlco'

Thoy rcrc orlglnll lY publl!h'd ln gllgllg
conuol3ta f4 acd t, tYcr 42!' Io crc 'c-
iin-i6niii't." hrt. togtthtr rtth th' lofe
auction rrlttcn bY tht PClnt tor th' IBRP' ln

ad- to lato tho and our rotPonlc 'Ycl 
l'blc

to r rldlr tnlrnrtlon'l cudltoc"

Thc gcoor! I Prlnclplrt uodtrlYlng thsso thosc!

unOouOt"at y cG rlttlln tta clost co4at! ol thc

prolcf.rl.t. C.rtclnly tha thcao3 ogoo uP rrplc
lpcco tor dl3cut!lon and cl!flllcltlon on c!!}.n-

tlrl polnt3, ! I I'lrough fh. t{'xlcln corrldos h'YG

rmtlD! lat th{ ouf ln a ruthcr 3chqtrllc

aod mchrnl3tlc ianncr. ln goncrll though r'
.rc vry Plcltcd to notc fhct thls grouP ldhras
to thc rEthod lnd contcnt o, thc tlarxlst crltlqut
ot golttlc!l acon6y rlfh lts ovarell lnrlycls
ol cel?al lrrrt econcrilc dovo loplpnl rnd tho

crl!t3 ot th. crpltrllst rpde ol producllon'

Thc Coll.cflY! lltrcloir rocognl!'t tht 3truct-
urel nlturc ol lhc prgsant crlsl3 cf6itolng trom

lhc rerl t Il&ocY tor th. rot! ol prollt to llll'
ln th. tlrtt Prrt thc co.rldtt rflcul'tc thc

cruclrl th.sl3 ot contarporary hlltorlcol ro!llty:
th.t tho only l.y o{rt ot thls crltlr lott open

,or celt.llt. 15 th. vlolrnt dortrlctlon ot the

lorcrg rnd Ern! o, Producflqn. ln lhoft. rr'

vhllr lt ts truc thrt lhc ogon conlrodlctlon bo-

irc.n thc dcvaloPFnt ol th. lorcos 
'nd 

rolotlon3
ot piodu€t I on -!nr thrf cr9ttcllr' contrlnl

'lts orn lnfcrnal obitaclG to lh' proqrocalY'

dovt logrpnt ol tho Praduc+lvo lorc's" (ftrctlc 5),

It shosld n vcf ba ,orgottrn thlt In th' lb3once

ol a revolutlorry 6lt .naflYo - l'a' lt crpltcllso
lin,t cofl3clourlY ovorthroln bI thc Prolotorlrt'
It rlll only b€ .blo le r.crooto lhc condltlons

lor ! ncr crclc ol acqumulatlon by c progrcaslvo

borbf llrtlon ot rocl.tr.

ylth 'tha crl!13 ot clPltrl' ond ttc rclallooshlP
botycan cil3t3 lod Yer !r. cubllantllllY cfirct.
Horovor, fhr polltlc!l conclutlont rardlad on thr
llrit polnt lln p.r.graph c ot th.sls 2l lh.rPlY
(honstrltc 6 dlngcious 3chqiotlx that li othr
orgrnl3.tlon! (o.9. lho lCC, hcs lcd to Posltlons
out! I dr thc rcal dynlnlc o, cllrs rclatlons. ln
tlcl th. .et.rflon thrt fho dostrucllon ol .ll ffla
ot prolatlrlan coDtclousnttg lr I nacatrry Pfa-
cordltlon lo ttto o{ltrcck ot lnPrlollrt rrr rulcg
ouf any rcvolutlonory Po55lbllltl.3 durlng l4l.
sour!. ol thlt v.r. Such cn lrtlrtrtlon acluos
fhc llct lhrt ear could tunctloo !s ! Dana to glvc
vont to dcngrou3 soclcl tcoslonsr !a rat Yf,y rldl
thc casr rlth thc lrf Idld lor. fhut lor rl.tod,
thc thorlt glvcr crcderce to l'ltc thca, thlt thc
lrd lorld ylr h.s nof yrt brokcn out belusa ol
th. strnd trl6n by fh. Prolctrrllf (slnca lt l!
th. orly lorc. ccpobla ot graventlng th. clnlllctr.

llth thls rc cotro fo thosls 5. ll Y. .grr. thlt
thc crlrlc todoy ls provotlng lncrcrrlngly 3cYra
toql!l tmrlons and ls lntllctlng.Ycr-hlrdr
condlftons on rlde soctor3 ot thc clat3 lnd rorclng
It to rct, rc must clso orph.slsc thlt {'lt! llr3t
r6ponr.! o, tlto class havo ban uadar lhr rlF3l
co{plotc control ol trcdtsunlonl3t .nd ne-Socl!l
Odpcrotlc oigGnlsrllons - l.c. ol lha torcc! ot
cosnlorrcyol utlon. ln tho irJorlty ol c!3.3 'lha3.
torc6! 3uccad ln llposlng ! n.tlontlllf costant
on thc clr3t tfrugglc, oxcclly ln lln. rlth llr.
bal ltcotc tcndanclc! rnd pragoratlonr ol tlr. bour-
golrlc tor r.r. ln ottor r6ds. th. crl3lr qraatlt
exccptlonrl ly s€rcro €oodltlont tc ?ia Prol.tflat,
rld. scctor! of rhlch blcqr PraP 'od to .ct. But
.ctlvlty ln lfsolt crn elsllY b'o dlY.itod onto !
con3€rv.tl vc course, torEtlDs oPon I y nltlon! I I ttl c,
bt thc unlont. (For !x!,Qlc thc r.cont ttfueglca
ln the Frcrch rnd ltcllan sta.l lodsslrlat. c ttr
portr ot norttoi-n Europo.) Thc ualoflt cr. rtlll
ln o potltlon to ogoreto on thr trlgLot.ry b.3at
ot thc ltrugglo rnd on th. pravll.nt llluslon lDng
lho rorllng mossos rbost th. vlrtu6 ot diEc.lcY
rnd tho orilclclly o, trrdc unlonlgn. Th! prcs.rt

Thus thc dcllnlllon ot thc Prob lcDs !3soclatod



slgns, 'therglora, ccnno+ yot bo s69n as exomplos

of a iiearakonlng ot iho P.olel'arlat... ln lts
hls+o.lcol contlnulty as subJoc+t, but ra+he,-

!s th6 lnlilal announc€mont ol j'h€ PosslbllltY
o, such rearakoolng' reallzoble only rhen +he

prqsent ltnlt3 oro overcono. A.ld ln th:s th$
rgvolu+lonary lorcss must Ploy ao osscntlal rolo.

Thls dltter:oca cf dsrlnl+lon ls lmpg.+6nt slnc€
l+ ls stl.lctly rol;ted -,o th6 prlnclples bound

up rl+h the rcl€ ol tho revolutlona.y party .nd
Its orqanlsotlon lnd not Just to the lnforpref-
,tlon ol +ho present hls+orlc!l Porlod os 6 ,holo.
ll It ls lri,s lh.,t fh€ sltu6+lon ol th6 class
ln Yasfern Europ6 ls fhe key to a dsllnltlve
vlctoiy of -tho conmunlst rovolutlon, lt ls not
at all l"ruo fhat tho axploslon oi class conrllcf
ln oth6r ports ot +ho *o.ld depeods on fho class
ln liest6rn Europo. U[doubtodly a vlctoiy lor
th6 R€voluilon {ould turn out fo bo ophe sral
ll an actlv€ rnd lunctlonlng solldarlty ln +ha

tom ol rovolutlon ln Europo rore lrcklng. Hou-

ovef, thls do6s not rEan lh6t th6 tlrst llnk to
be broko[ ln iho capl+ollst ch6ln must of lecess-
Ity be ln Europe. Nelthor doos lt ll|oon +hoi !
passlvc closs ln Europs mechonlc!lly do+orfilnes
the passlvliy of tho proletcrlat ln ofher 960-
polltlcal reglons. ll thls rere fhe cass our
Moxlcrr corrados rould b6 Justlllod ln havlng
e ralf rnd s€o lttlludo and ln follorlng a pollcy
ol orgonls.+lonol dlsongag€fllont troo prol6tarlon
sfruggles ln thai coui+ry ol c6ntr6l Ane.lc!.

A llnrl consldoroflon on polnf JIll. onca agoln
+h€re 6ppears +o be r tgndoncy to eb5oluflss phel-
orEna. The formulatlon ol lhe lhesls doosnrl
trko lnto rccounf the dlalecilccl dynomlc ol 5li-
ua+lons - rl+hout rhlch coorunlsls cennot drar
a cofiplote plctu.e or deto.mlno +he ovorall tgn-
dency of a Dove ont. Thls ls not tho place fo
rogoat oul. analysls q, iho events ol the lafe
Slx+les. Hoyever, lt ls c s€rlous error +o mlstaks
! nlovqrrent ol tho nlddlo class. ol petl+ bourEools
ln+ellcc+uols naklng usB ot o speclllc prapons lty
io rct by tho pioloi'arlai, fo. a r65urgonf move-

lEnl ol th. rorklng class .s such - l.e. to. o

proletarlan eovomenf ,hlch ls Ind6pend6nt o{ lts
class eo€oy. Thls Is noi denylng lho exl3fenc€
ol yldosp.eed ro.kersr rpvenonts du.ln9 thls
perlod. lt only moans ldontltylng prevalonl
+endencl€s and r6cognlslng - {rom the llrm stlnd-
polnt ot class cutonomy - the prodomln6ntly potl+-
bourg€ols dlr6ctlon .nd n€o-socl a I de ocratlc
charact€r ol +heso strugElos. At +ha+ tl!l6 yo

hcd not tully anf€rod lnto ths cycllcll cr Isls
of coplt!lls+ cccumulttlon, rhlch hl'ts the Pro-
lotarlat h.rd cnd dlroctly. Rathr ro vsro llf-

nos$lng tha lnltlal sklrnlshss, b6slc6lly the out-
coDo ol clpltol r6s+ruc+urlng lts odDlnlstratlvo
lppa.atus and th6 upsettlng o, thg post-rar pol-
lilc!1, dlplomaflc and mllltary €qulllbrlum. Thls
sltultlon ras 10 dflect the patlt bourgsolslo ond

Dush l+ lnto irctlon; par+lcul6rly lls lnlsllectual
5t.ta rho - glyerl +hs lsolatlon ol rovoluilonary
polltlcal rci-cet and .rivcn +hs rld€sprerd exlsfsncc
ot soclal deipcr6cy ond the Inlluenco ol potonildlli
ner c€ntres of ll,lperlollsn (Chln!) - ploc€d thom-

s9lvss at tho hoad of torkertr rEveoonts ono act6('
6s stlmull to thoD. Bu+ +hls ro5 stlll corplofoly
rlthln fhe loglq ol soclal denocracy and tr.de
un lon lsm.

Hhat +he Alptraun Collectlvo qalls "successlve
vavos ol olleosiYo anC relr6a+t g, fho prol6+arlaf,
beglnnlng from +he 6Os, ror€ ln ieallty the ups

and dovns ot a comple+€ty Economlc struggle - l.o.
o s+rugEle rlthlh tho fromotrork ol bargalnlng and

nogo'lta+lon botveon capli.l and l6bour. Every

econoalc s+l-uggle, lndoPeodonl-ly ol +ho hlstorlcal
poflod ln rhlch lf fek€! placo. ls potontlally
a class strugglo, carrlos ,lthln lt that ls, +ha

loElc ot tho hlstorlc colltslon bofroon iho classos'
But l+'s nof foi thls reason lhat tho strugglos
of the late 5Os can bo dlstlngulshed fro Provlous
ones or tavourably cg[Fared to gresent ipvemeh+s -
no mcttor hor {ragmenled ond rdo{llnaladt +hesa

mly bo. Tho sl+uatlon ot capltal todal lt dltfor-
6nt lrqn tha+ ol 68 and so also 15 lhe obJectlYe
posslblll+y ot +od6Y'5 movem€nfs rhlch hovo a pot-
entlal lor develoDnent 6nd grolth boyond fhe boun-

darles royoaled ln th6 s+ruggles ol 58.

an iho quostlon ol the party, +he rordlng ol thesl'
4 slds-s+e2', i:) lssuo ot tho acflve and guldlng
rolc ol the revolullonurY pa.ty ln rorkersr
struEgles and ln ihe fotallfy ot ths classrs
struggle (not only cconomlc), lt soons to uj 1l''
th6 +hose3 renaln at ! vory genoral rnd lbstract
l6vel on rhlch ts can roach pci'fecf agr6elEnf,
but as a dotlnltlon ol tha rol€ ot +h. party the
are lnadoquate - honco atso as on actlvo confrl-
butlon touords lls lnterratlonal constltutlon'
no nofter hor nuch lhls 13 oPenly avouod. Thus,

olthough ldentltlabl€ as conlng rlfhln +he nlnarrrst

rovolutlonary ctnpn, th6so thgsos havo not bogun

lo tako 6ccouni ol thgse subslrni'lll dltlerences
rhlch h.v6 alroady de-tormlned the poll+lq!l s€par-
6+lofl botroon oul- o.ganlsallons and +hat ol tho
ICC (soo thosls ,). On +he olhor hdnd. l.o YarmlY

rolcorio thosls , rnlch statss o de+ormrnotlon to
dlscuss 6nd co-ordlnato lork on 6n lnternatlonal
scalo on th€ basls of +he only posslblo lssu[ptlon:
thlt thls ls p6r+ of a p.ocost torords fho polltlcal
ond organtsotlonal horDgenlsatlon ot revalullona.les
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'ttrougholrt the Yor ld.

Ic llnd oursclves tn cor!, leto rgrosipnt rlti
thcaes 7 and 8, at le6s+ !t tfte genorol leYol

the, rfc lornulal€d. The posltlon o, reJoctlon

ol porll.lFntarlso and trado unlonlsr has long

blan oor trrdltloo. The goooral pronlea that
thoy arc ln3fru[Ents lor the consorYatlon o' +ho

clpltollst rFO ol Prqducilon l3 tho nccessarY

startlng polot tor dctlnlng oth€r aspects of the

Prob ts., lncludlng o llno ol rcflon for revolutlon-
lrles to tlke Yhon theY flght rg.lnst theo'
tha c r!d!s ln tha 3o-callod lnfern.flonallst
rlllcu all knol thrt l'llo s€ilous, subsfentl6l
dl tlorclrcss betYlon our ten&ncy end others
rc!lly dcvaloP pollflc!l llPllcatlons vhon lt
cqps lo the I ssuc! d.clt xlfh tn fhesl3 I ot
ttc ila:( lcans.

Coos I dored as lf ltands, thls lortrulailon ot thc

co0radcs rppear! let' loo goncal. l+ tends +a

ploc€ on thc s. a lavol t o lns+ltutlon3 ol
bourgsol ! soclefy lhlch lctuclly hava dl lleront
oilgln! and ro16, clthough ot ths saG tlE tiey
both dlsPloy 6n cascn+lrllt consorvctlYc and

counlBr-fevol utloncrY fuflctlon. Thc gno, p!rl-
larpnt, c! rn ln3lllutlon 13 r truo chlld ot the

bourgeol s ltrto, gucranior o, tho unlty ol thG

Soclcl body oround thg orgcnlsetlon ol bourg'ol5

doqlnafld (1.e. the st6+or. l+ ls cn expresslon

of the pollttcEl and ldcologlc!l doolnctlon 6lrq6dy

rorched bY the bourgoolsl. ovor tho rholo soclcl
collastlvlty - l.e. over all clasrot, strato and

lrrctlon5 ot clcssas lnto rhlch soclety ls dlvlded'

Its trsk - gtven thc acc6Ptcncc of the rulos of
tha grm b, th. vr3t toJorltY of socl'ty - 13

to dollna ths Plrtlcul6r llglslrtlvc nortE ln
yhtch thc adolnlstrlftYe, soclal and pol ltlcal
lcctort ot bourgsots soclety usl oPcral€'

The oth{, tho trado unlon. rls born as on ex-

prgsrlon ol fhe dlscrepancy befroen tho lmmedl6to

lnteicafs of a qlcas - the prolatarlat - from

those ol tho bourOcols clcss. Thlt 15, lt ax-

pressos l{to drllY rn+6gonl3m b€+ro6n the lnterests
ol labour ard c€Pltrli lts lunctlon ls to
negotlate donand3 ol ono class rl+h (or aEtlnst)
fte olhgr. Th. {Toda unlon h!3 novgi b€n' ln
Itscll, 6 revolsflonorY orgonlsltlon, nol evon

ln lgti ccntury nrthology. lfs task ls, ln l+s

glv.n clpttollst cont6xt, thc l[Utpdlat6 delence

of lobour, es a vrrlabla cotrponent ol coPltal,
lnd ttgl.eroro of tt" ldElgdldtd l'tterests o' tta
uol.k€fS ov€f ard lgrlnst those ol lhe bosses'

Horov6r, rlth tho norrorlng ot the lll'lis ot nsg-

ottrtlons, rlth caPIialrs coqtlon ot 
'6ge

baigllnlng !s a iFchan lsn ln +ho concon-tra+lon

of capltrl, rlth fhe lnt€gra+lon ol the unlons lnlo
tho lnstllutlon! ol econoolc Pl6nnlng, cs t thlrd
p6rty (tn addltlon to th. s+ots rnd bossca' - 6ll
phsnoiEna Inhoren+ to tho dynamlc ol decadant c@-

l+allsm - unlons havo ln olfect bc€n transtot'rEd

lnto .ntl{trker lnstltutlons. lnd€ponontl, of
tho soclol corDosltlon ot thelr blsos' Thls, ol
cours€' 6st not oltor thg fact fh't th€y rrg m6da

up ot rarkers, fhot, In ofher rord!, fhg unlon ls

ao orglnlsltlon supportld by [Erbers of ! clr3s'
Cer+alnly the rolson rorkrr suppor+ th€t lnd arc

orgcnlsed ln3lde th6o 13 thot thoy lrc donlnrled

polltlcclly cnd tdoologlcrll, by capltel cnd by

the lorces rhlch expre33 tho hl3loclc and IEFdlatr
olms ol caplt!|. But thlr $oons iltct a) thc revol-

utlon rl ll P6ss lneluctoblY oYsr tho col'Psa! ot

thes€ lnstlfuttoos; b) the possrgo troo tho proseot

sltuctlon ot trlda unlon dqrlnltlon to c rcvoluflon-
ary sltu.tlon ls through tho Pollflcll vlctfy ot

the rovolutlgnorY progro[09; c] thg rsvolu+lonary

Pro9rar.6 cln only be put lorrlrd b, agltltlon'
Pro9ogand! and tho Pol ltlcrl struEglo ol revol

utlonorles rlthtn the rorklng clrss, thtreYcl fhey

tlfld th6trEelvcr and hence 6lso rf the lank and llla
laYel of the trod€
ol lhg c lass Drepon

un lons,
dorant I ough

+h6se.

D6llnlng rher. rnd rhqn tt le ncce3sf,y to rcf rltiln
the ronk and llle ot tte unlons ls c qu's+lon ot

trctlqs. Ths thoses of the Fttth congress ol fho

PCln+ h.Ye da{lnod thr llnt+s lnd crlirl! lor sol-

vlng fhe prob leo. lf t!! Piecltaly round thls cholc'
politlcal prob lom thrt thc dt llrroncq betr'on our-

lolves cnd olhEr rtmbsrs of ths tlrst thr€€ lnlrf-
natlonol Conloroncot Yoie del I nrelod and d€ogemdi

nol round thc vaguo cnd Insulllclont g€a'r' l !ttlrD'-
aflon th.t the unlons by nor rr! tnsxorabl, rnd

obJectlvsly coun+er-roYo I ut I onary o-gonlsltlons;
nor round the trulso tho+ they clooot bc consldred
6 nxrrns ol Prolgtdrlon rtruEgle'

Lc tlnd oureelvos tn cor? letq 
'gr6eEnt 

rlth thosl!
9 rhlch aPPorently rofors to caftaln loftlrt clalri3

thrt they 6ie cllrtng rlth thc progrestlve bdrg-
6olsle ol Cqn+r6l and South AlDrlca, o posltlon

rhlch al30 support3 lh.lr Polltlcs ot 6rncd strugglo
(thc Sandlnlst! Fronf ls ! good cxa'p lcl '

Ie h.vo to odfllt +hot fhc €xact Fanlng ol liesor
lO rnd ll esc.p.ts us. lt ls truo fhlt lhe notlon

ot oonopoly sta+o capltcl d63 not coottln rlthln
It c concegt ol the i.ssentlcl drtqrolnuf3t lol.

the dove logrEn+ ol capltrllso, bccause lhty do 'iot
cltcr ellher ln a nproEresslvei s ln c rcgresslvc

9en!o. But +hls 66s nGtt prcvsnt stato oncPoly

capl+al lro$ belng onc of +ho forre ln Yhlch c+ltal

tt

t and rhan tht llte
rqstos ltsol I



oppeors hlstoilc!lly, rlth oll lf3 chrrocterlttlc
soclol rclottoos. On tho othr h6nd, fhls l3

exrctly Yhat tha corados go on -t! ,rgue li' +h6'ls
I . rhrc thoy coirct ly conclu& th.t ' ln -ths

o'rd. thc stcto, !s an ldoal collcctlve coPlt6lltt,
proves lltoll to bc a roal colleqflvc coPlillltt.r
5o rhy l! tho noflon o, statc mDogol, ccPltllllir
,o bo roJqc+od os icn !d6ologlcal subtarlug€'?
fo 3hall rlst an lnlcrPrtlotlan ,c{- tho reord
lroplng thot thc colrodor rlll clcrlry tho polxf
,or u!. lt lr 6 conn|on thlng tor 0luch o, tlia
lott bourgoctsio (trom thr ll4po3odly rner lolt'
to thc furcrlcan u I tronat I ono I I rts, e.g. ln
Nlcorogua cgdtn) to con3l do- ltato nonopoly cap-
It.l 05 3ollle+hlng rogdrato rnd sooEhor dlstlnc-
tlvs ln ltrelf. Stlrtlng ll-q! thls vl.r ot ttltc
npnqpoly crpllol thoro lro thoso rho Portray lt
!s !n lntoroadlott ph65e bctreon cdplfollsm lnd
soclollro (ln th. rbostr Slellnlst trcdltlon)
ln 6doi to 631!bllth lt rs r prlh.rY obJocflvc
ot prolotrrlon strugglo. 0n thc othcr hond, tlrr.
6l.0 thosa rho, tron lhc atrndpolnl ot nrtloncllll
and p.pullst pollflcs, consldoi' 3t!tc rpnoPoly
copltal 6 oo3t6 rgrlnst rhoQ l+ lr Pos'lblc
to nobllltc thc prolatcrl6t cnd sinll ond nlddlc
c6p lta I ln c @onon front. Thc rolrcnco llrc
Moxlcan cqf6d.t noke (the5l3 l0! +o olllancos
ot thc 'lctt ol caPltol' rlfh isoctd-3 of +ho

prlyatc bqurgoolslo' se.fit to conllrn qur lnfr-
prctotlon ol thc corcd€sr d.tormlnotlon +o +ckc

up poeltlens 6gclnst fhosc tro dlllorcnt mystlllc-
o+lqr! rhlch lro b!!.d oo lhc saso promlse.

:,uqh dgtermlnollon ls ogcortary cnd cgrroct ln
. reyglullonery group r but t. canno+ thcrc thc
vler that oncc iho concop+ ol stotc rcn9oly crp-
It6l l3 tubJBctcd lo obvlou! my3tlllca+loos ll
oust bo rcJectod a! ildsologlcol rubterfug4n.
Slnc. thc thelcs provldc u! rlth thc yory key

to undorsf.ndlng clplt.IIrnrs dyno lc throogfi
rf.flrlca+lon, ra sec lt ct utcless rnd coofra-
dlctory ta r{rJ6c+ +hs conccpf of o copltll o(F
nlnlrtcrad by ! ro9lm6 o, ! colloctly6 sfalo
copltrllrt Enopoly - oll tio rEr-c so rloco fhc
cqrodca hlvo ottabllched os on€ ol the ossen'tl!l
posltlonr o, ! rcvolutloncry oroup 'thc rocog-
nltlon thqt ln thc !q-collod lsoclrll3lr countr los
th6 coplt!llst ,Ede ol productlon donlnatcs -
ln lts lpoclllc loiD ot 3tofc copltcllsm.'(Th€sls
5t.

Agort trcn theso blurrod odges, rhat ought to
bo undcrllned ln the qoorcdos' thoscs ls thr vol-
ldlf, ol the subttanco ol Yhot fhcy rrt ln rcaard
to the copll.llttdrnaolc ond lls rE pnt! ol crltls'

I ntarnotlonc I clcrlrlcctlon olEngtt rarolutloflorlos,
3clrEth I ng ths collf !d.s rro PrQorcd ta, Judglng
lroo fh6lr relerance to uorganlscd tntrvcnllon
ol .n ln+erna+tonol 3ccls' (fhaslt 5). Fof u3 ttc
irr.po-f^nco ct +he grorlrlg orFilencc of rcYolutlooorY
tondanclos 6nc groupt lD or.!t ol tha rorld hlfhcrto
.xclurlyclY donl nated by counter-rqvolutlorory lorcet
- Sfollnttt, Trotslyltt. lloolrl, costrolst, otc. -
Jutllllr! lhs qryhrslt ro hlvs Plcccd oo lhs rork
ot fh.s. corodot ood on thlt tlrst st? ln lt
dlr€urslon prqcols. lt lt on lmoifrnt tark to
estobIlfh scrlou! rolltlons bafr.co c un|tts ol
fhc Euiopcrn trodl+lon ond that rll lntarn.tlon-
alltft. Thc prospcct tonrrds rhlch l. .la Goortantl y

ilovlng ls tho roconttructlon o, tha lntrnotlql.l
Poify ol th. prol6t6rlct' le orc rtlll a loog rry
troo tfil!, but tho Dlrch hct tlnrlly bcgun. SlorlI,
cnd rl+h oxtronEly small nucl.l, tlth tiourrnds
ol problofls ot,6ll 5h!po5 and ttz.rrtoDthlng hos

bcaun lnd l! novlllg. Alcreoort o, til! rhould aci
15 c 39ur lo cq|.-odot rho lor ycrrr havc bran
rtruggllng lnstdo fho rorkln! clcst ol th! rpaec.lulr

Europoch dorpcraclet ,or thg rcccptcnca gl rcvol-
utlonory ld.c! ond orgrnlsoflon. lf la an lntPlr-
ctlon to 90 torrcrd rl+h 6 rcndod ronS ol
cofirlfitonl ond l.6!l dctorDlnrtlon In ordar to cl'c!fo'
ln oach relpcctlvc nltlonal zonc, thc polltlcal
and o.'gonlsctlonol loundotlont tor ! llrely rootad
6nd pororlul lntornctlonal Part, ot thc proletorl!t.

For th6 lEf,P, PClntr lov.ds'1904

IIRCDUCTIqi

Thc lh6s$3 prccontod h.ro lrc thc rstult ot dls-
cus3lonr rhlch the ColloctlYc hos dcvclogcd durlne

+hc lrtt ,our yecr3. Fc olmoEt tro yarrt +ho

AlgtrluE Collcctlvc r6s thc boclbom ol th€ ccllYl+,
of thr Mqxlc.n Prrty ot thc Prollfrrlrt (Plf,) ' Ihank;

io this th. Plf hcc dcre lo9cd toD r.volstlonlrI
postllons, lor oxaflPla on ontlaorll![otarlsn'

ln ttc lcst tro yoort (1982-84) the Collctlve h'r
pursucd lt! yorl ol dltcurllon rnd thcrctlG!l/
pollflcal clorltlc6+lon strlctly tn tha lrarErorl
ol fhe tnternctlonol roYolutlonrrt Etlllsu'

f,!x lco D.F. crch, l98il
Colactlvo Cqlliro lrrc Alptroum

.Thc lltc ot lnduslry ls lrcntlortEd loto
o succaeslon o, Porlods ol norrll rctlYltY,
prospq.ltl ond !trgnotlonn. l4orx.CcP l to l,

As ro hoys alroady sold, our coBron+s on tho lhoses
of tho CCA orc lntendod lo conirlbuto fot6rds

,6

c) Th. prossnt capltollst crltls has on lntornaflonrl



a

dlEr3loo and !u3t bo scen a3 ! clas3tc crlsls of
oic-lcdfirl.tton rhr. tho lnduslrta I cycle hls
B*.g!!rl l, sc.ll lts poilad ol prosp€rlty tollored
b, cflsls rnd strgnltlon.

b, fha cqrtrrdletoryi n.tur,e rnd Evqoenl ot iaplF
!ltsr ts clerr trd llre untoldlng ol tho porlodlc
€yclr o, lndrstry rnd lts llnol rs3ult: gqn€fal-
ls€d Gfl.ls.

c, Ealot r crlsls ot ovlr-accuor lrtlon, tt flrst
bi.tks out ln ltrc tl€ld of speculatlon rod lat€f
fcadtcs prodrctloo, trrd€ and tho flnrnclll n!f-
ttt. out agacul.tlon ls only . tr!|porory solutlon
tit clDltal lst overrccumr lrtlon. Tho dlsocg.n-
ts'ttloi ot prrodEf tor rh ldr lol tors . 3pecu I atloo
lo cn lolrlt.blc result ol expanslon durlng thc
prc.dl n9 P." lod of prGperlty.

O Thc acaorlo ol lhe cllsls lr unlvlfgrl,
OG!l,.. c, lt. ral&ld. qlurrlon ot crpltall3I
rod'ttc toferrltlcrtlon ot tls control over all
brtrdEc of paodrcfton ln ttc rorld lcflorr.

.t Th. crtetr tcr e l,or|d dlparlon brclusc ttt
l'aJcfory h.s l€d tt fo a)ernd ln r splrcl lr{
fh. Oyalop.d couotrl!! lylth c grcrtor rglnlc
cqocttto[ ot c!ptt.l, to lrclu(b all +hc ro3t
ot tlp couotrl.r ln tto rorld capltullsl sysfar.
th. artastt ol tl|' cflsls rc bolng lnteoscly
talt D, th. rholc capltrl lst aconery.

It lh. crlrls r. re nor lltlng tlriough l! th€ :

msulf ot th. cortllct bcttccn the onclEus drvcl-
oelrf ot llro productlvc toica3 (oxl3flng roalthr -

ard I't clpltolls+ rul.llont of productlon rhlch
srt tl3 th. prlyot! pproprlrtlon ol Productlon. .

lhut E cle s€a hor tlta day€logE[f ot fh, Prod-
{st! ra lorc.3 hls bacs in.ob3trela tor qagl+ll
lnd hor ttr reloflons ol clplfaIl3t productlon
hovo bGGa r bll.rlrr lo tfie dicloPrEnt. of l'hc
productlvo lobour lorcc.

gt Ti. d'raloetrt ol tlr. q'lslt.revqrls fie
dtr.dlctory nrtuio ol caplfaltst rs!llty lnd
l,t htsttrlc.l It llrltld cnr.ctcr ol lts ielatlon3
of,rodrEtloo rlttIn rhlch tho progre3s|Y. dcvel-
ernt of loctal productfvc Jq'css caonof bc cott-
trlEd. I lltc ot crlslg occur Yhon c.Plfrlls,
lr €bllgrd to.b3tmr. grorlng nasc ot piodu;tlvc
trcG l'trlbt r.v.! I I ng t ti dccrdont nrturi.

ht Accordl ng to ttlr loglc. c$tfrl lll lE forc.d
to pf,todfcll lt lod !loloof l, dcrtrq, . grwlng
rlr of lt! socl.l tbrc.s ot irodudtloo, lncludlng
tt rrolrt*lrt.. Fr'6 {tls lo+rnrl t &ocy
*9.r fia llc,rs lty lor tars to prolong lfs

a(lstrnco as ! rhole. Hl3torlc!lly, ra havc racn
that .vry y.r ls: tol loncd by . pflod o, rlcor-
sfructlon. l

!, [ll't lt! bxrccrbatlon ol ttc crllls ltre c!pl+!ltst
syltlo ostrbl lihod fhc condlttons lor flrc posstblltty
ot ltr ortr overthroi.

b, Th. progresslvc do+€o I ng of lic crlrls crcafer
tii ccndltlons lor tne ddeloprnt ol pfotqtartrn
conlclousnss! .nd lts scl t{rEsn lsltlon. A5 r cd!-
s€qu.nc. c.pltal trlcr fo doltroy l.ll! glfa ot ti13
corldlburoBs b, ln+egratlng tlrr prol€tarlat ov.ry-
rhric lnto ltu ldrology. lo I'lr ls rot lt rotntorcos
nrflon!llrt tdrology lnd oarglnrl ldlologlc! suct
6s t€.,nlsr:, 6Eology; +tra paaca ip{aqlt, tha he-
sexull Eveflrn+, ctc ln ord€r 'to trrgrot .ltd dls-
pcrso prolltarlln i:ongclousncrs rhldl ln tfralt
ls al l-oobicc lng and lnicrnrtlon!1.

c) Crpt+rl tnon3 l,tr.t tho ooly rrt oqt of ttc crlrls
ol o{arrrodustlod 13 r8 rnd tnlt to gst fo ftls
polnt lt rusf f lrst. ol !l I &s'tfo, orcry li!c6 ol
proletrr lrn con3clo(rsncat.

d, ln I'io past fcscls! lnd antl-fuJclla src rtt
cftec+lvc ruy ol lntreratlrg tt. prolctcrl.t llrto
baurgrol s ld.ology. ?o('., lt 13 ltr rrl{| ol tf.
'socl.llst blo{l agslnst ltt rdcf,Ecr.tlc I93t rn
rorj.dr. fh. arctencc ot ltrta c4ltllls! ln Cl6a,
ln fl]carugud, .nd ot I lb.rltloo mucrnls ln
Ouataoale, ta.El S.lvrdor, etc. hlYe ! cl.!r Flolng!
dt I l3lflon of lto rcrld Prol€t.rlet tc the caus€

ol ooa of +h; tro r'lvrl capltlllst blocr lnd tr
A Thlrd Isld f,lr.

2

t
' .l Fr th? 69r on"th*e hrc ben r n'sur!!no! ol
-.thr rdoluttboart rctlvltl ot fht iroleflrlct oo

a rald sclle. Ali. lotqrn.tlooll EYrEol ias rruPfu
tn tll. tdn of sricccs:iw rlvca ol ollcnrlvc tnd
retriat rhrc tic varlou! nrtlonal trlctlont ol
tho prglrtrrt.t sl?ogele rgrlntt ttt port ot th'
ffild bour.gool3lc.

b, Ihc hlltoa-Ic corirrsc ot I'lro priEcnt ctlsr t+rugglo

tr drtBnrlmd by ltc balancr ot lo?G.t Mr6n
c+ttll .ana tno prolstart.t ln $.!lrfn E{rQ"
fhls. Ir bcclusc tho axfan3too ol tit Glr!! tl"uggb
to tlra r€t oi tte cornl? lct ritcrr ltat! lp rorld
copltal lso as a rhol! @qld! oo lt b'lsncc o'
lorcrt tn Eure!. .,

,7
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Polond ln 198't , boslcallY duo to fho nodlatlng

scttvlty ol lho Solldarnosc unlon, a porlod of

rcll'ux bogan. Thls ras soon supersedsd by +he

doyoloplEnt ol struggl6s ln Hol land and Bslglum

ln 198, and +hq recont movenenis ln France'

Brltaln rnd Goroany.

d) Today te are ltvlng ln e Porlod charac+erlsod

by the re6Y€konlng of +he Proletacfal, ln lfs
unlty lnd lls hlsforlcal con+lnulfY 6s subJoc-t'

Thls Inyolvos +hq rosurgonco ol comflunlst groups

as a lpiEnt ln lh6 d6vo loptnont of lf3 solt-
consclousngsg.

o, Organlsa+lons rhlch do not recognlso tho rovol-
utlonory role ot tho prole+ailat cannot corry
ou+ tbe tasks rhlch the hlstorlc novansnt of +ha

cl6ss llnposes or thom.

b) ComiunIst org6nlso+tons lDust beco{tr6 lhooretlc!l/
poll+lc6l brldgos to. lransnlfflng and asslnllttlng
fhs expsrlenco and revolutlonary herltogo oJ +ho

prolotlrlan movdFn+ and thus movo l+s +orards

lt3 hlstortc dlrsctlon. Tho progranrE of thoso
organlsatlon3 rlll doveloP and synthoslse +he

gxporlonc. lnd hlstqlcDl herlfago ol th€ prol-
etcrlot €s o rholq. ln thl3 roy, tho proletarlan
class prlnclpl€s rl ll BxPress fho hlstorlcal
dlmsnston ol fhe protetarl6n lpvement 6nd Yl ll
synthoslse lts thoorotlcal /Polltlcal oxper l€nc€.

I tho recoghl+lon of fhe rorklng class ds lhe subJoqi

of tho reYo lutl on;
* ih€ roJecflon of unlons (by keePlng outslde them) i
r the reJoc+lon of Parllafpniarlsn 6nd oveiy klnd

of aloc+oral oPPosl+lonl
* th6 roJocilon o, 6nY klnd ol alllance rlfh any

s€cfor ot +he bourgeol s l€ I
t +h6 r6J6c+lon ol popular lronts ond nltlonal
I lb6ratlon lnove onts,
r the rocognlflon th.f ln tho so-called rsoclallst'

countr les th€ capl+ollst flodo ol Productlon prsvalls

ln lts speclflc forn ol s+!fe coPltollsnt
+ thg recognl+lon +ho+ +ho comlunls+ rovolutlon

rlll hove c pr?-€mlnen+ly lntorno+tonrl characterl
r lho rocognltlon lhat soclallsn rlll succead oflly

through +ho Ebollflon ot crplttllst t-olatlons ol
produltlon and specttlcallt rlth tho abolltlon of

rag6 labou
i the recognltlon of tho nsod fo lorgo tho Party
ot the prolotarlat thlch vlll hovo an lnterna+lonal

d lrEns lon.

1

d) Froo our Polnf ol vles, Ylth the acceler6tlon

of tho class struggla, dlscusslon 6mong Fevolutlon-

arlos and tholr organlsod lBterventlon a+ an lnfer-
naltonal l6vol ar6 nocoss.ry rnd lnovltdble'

6

6) Le recognlso th6 oxlstonce of an lnforn6tlonal
rgyolutlonary Marxlst ml lleu roado up of rovol-
utlonory orgarIsttlons (lCC' c80, PClni) rhlch,
dospflg thelr m6ny y€lknosses, suppor+ and doiend
tlro essenilal poll'ttcal prlnclpl6s ol fho prolo-
ferlan strugglo.

b) Colmunls+s aro nol outsld6 tho prololarla+.
but rather are lts mosf lucld glem€n+s. Thelr
task lr no+ llergly +o enqourago the orgonlsatlon
of tho proletarlat as a necossary flo,ion+ of l+s
orn se l f-org6n l3at lon, but fo yo.k to dpvelop
tho s6l t -consc lousnoss o, lhe prol6+arlat. Coom-

unlsts €|6ody tho contlnul+I ol tho hlstorlcal
s+ruggl. ol the clasr ln lfs hlghest noranis,
such [s the Parls Coltmuno, +he Russlafl Rovolutlon,
the Gorrnan ReYolutlor, stc.

c) ln ou. vlor, 'the qontre I polnts rhlch dls-
flngulsh comrnunlsts lrom th€ bou.gools camp vl ll
b€:
+ the recognlilon ol clpllrllsf dBcadonca;

tJe consldor +h!t copl+allsm Is decadEnf' oecadenco

mo6ns ths decllne ol the specttlcllly capltcllst
nrode ol produqllon, rheroln lndusti16l capltal
domlna+es as a soclal rela+lon ol productlon'

Th€ docadenca ol fhe systorn loplles tho 6cconfua+lon

ol coflpotltlon and tho anarchy of speqlltcally cap-

Itollst producilon, as rolt rs tho g€net'r I sharPonlng

of all coniradlcflons - glven that coPltrllsD has

aftotnsd l+s hlsforlcal llmlls; l.o. fhe llDlts
deto. lned by l+5 oYn devalopn€ni a,d lls co'tro-
dlclory nature.

Thls ls oxprossod ln th6 perlodtc 6nd lncrelslngly
vlolent conlronfatlons bgtroon fhe ProductlYe lorces

and the relattons ol praductlon. The lar ttEt ex-
plalns +he devElopn6nt ol tho capTtallsi sys+6m

ol producflon ls 6lso the basls for und€rs+andlng

Its docadaht nofure. tn our vlor,both +he dev'lop-
n6nt .nd decllno o, th€ 5yst6[t resls on fvo essenllol
dolornlnantsi one exPresslng l+s forlrt ln tho gonoral

IEr ol +h6 tall ln the ra+o of proflt; the olher

- the con+onf - ls gxprossad ln +he torrns I aod roll
3lbJugal-lon ol tho labour procoss 'lo caplt6l.

Thc docadont n6+uro ol +he caplt6llsl systen ts
+hus oxprossod by tho tondon'll a I llll ln tho rato
oi prollt. Tho 6lr of ihe syst6ltr ls iha+ cEPItol

5
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be 6llorod to lorn and gror rlthouf InieruP+lon.
Thls lnplles 6 grorlng oxPlnslon of copltal rnd

a concotslt.nt tncFooso ln ths socl6l productlvlty
ol lobour rhlch rE6ns, In luro, ao accol6.6+od
devglopment of fho prqducllYo ,orces.

To the €r(fant th6t tftls grorth ln capltt'l occurs,
Its organlc co,poslilon chao965. Thus, thero
ls an lncreose ln +fi€ YolurE ol ihe dloons ol prod-

uc+lon ond ln Productlon ltsell ln r€latlon to
the value qorpoiltlon ot caplt!1. Thls brlngs
abou+ l{ls'gradu.l ,6ll ln tho ra+o ol Profli
b€causs the vrrtible Prr+ ol copltol, rhlch prod-

ucos surp lus valu9, dlElnlshds.

fhls ls rhon the capl+all3+ crlsls oPons up -
rhen the accutlulated capttal l3 hlghor lhon tho

rata et prollt lt ls capable of genoraflng, or

iothol-, rhen iho grorlng organlc co(Posltlon
does nof corresPond +o c grorlng gonorallon al
v6lug.

tlvo rhlch sfarls trom o natlonll fron€tork 15

condamfted ln adyanco fo go ov6r to caplt.,l Yhlch
bas6s lts rhole oxlstenco on the l€rfllo ioll of
the natlon. Above all, the proletarlan s+rugElo
nust sa+ out to break YIth ovorY klnd o{ natlonll
barr ler.

All bourgools tqndenclos ond Pat'tles (ot the rlght
or lott) llne up .round lntor-cl.5slsf posltlons
(lomlnlsa, popular lronts, e-tc.) ln order to tlght
lgo I nef +he proleldrlat.

The prolotarlaf s+ruggles lgalns+ clptf!l a! a vho l'
6nd lgnores lts varlous lrac+lons tnd s€c+or9 '
Even If lts strugglo ls ,ormolly carl€d on ln a

ndtlonol fro@tork, lts con+6nt ls lnfernotlonal'

96 conslder +hat plrll6[Ents tnd the unlons arE

io+ flp6ns o{ strugglo for ihe prolgfarlai' elther

ln lhls country or ln any othsr, b€causo thoro forms

are usod by +he bourgsolsle to nodl rfe proletarlcn
sfiugglos and lntegrate +h€m' Plrlllnants lnd

,nloii 
"ru 

o lurther caplt!llst sYstlflca'tlon Yhlch

9lr6fgthens lts dofilnoilon ov€r +ho rorklng clcr3'
al lonotlng lts revoluilonary rctlvIty'

9

l0

'll

I

ln thls yry, thq ovor-accumu lat I on ol caplfrl
ln relatlon to tts abllltY to 6xplolf l'bour-

l€cds the capl+atlsf sYs+en fo cr!sls' +hl3 crl-
sls ccn bs coun+or+al.ncod by c6pltal accumula-

tlon tisell through the dltlerent noasuros lnfior-

ent ln lts dccumulatlon Process' ono ol ihoso

neans ls the lncrecse ln thg moss of surplus volue

obtllned lroo on lncr€osa ln the +ofal ficss ol

capttal erQloylng a greaior nufl{'or of Yorksrs'

Anothr taY lf can b€ counfer+alanc6d Is bY the

grwlng productlvltY ol lobour, IrPlYlng !n ln-

lrerse- ln the ratg ot exploltaflon obtalnod by

th6 a(tractlon of both relcttvo an lbsolute sur-

flu" ,"lut. Buf these countsr-tondenc I as cannot

contlnuc lndetlnlialy slnce +heis colEs a +ln!€

rhen the nulDor ol rorkqrs can no longor bo

lncr66sed, rhsn Yoiklng hours no longer bs Prg-

longoa ana xhen soclally nocossary labour tlmo

""n'* 
fong"" bo reducod boclusa ol n!+ural and/

or soctat itrtt,. ttt" develoPnEnt ol tho prod-

,"tir" roa"rt thu5 leods to cn opon co'rtradlc+lon

ritft 
"opr+"ff"+ 

relatlons ol productlon rhlch' lf
It rgached absolute llmlts lould fio6n an absonco

"i .u"o,r" vrlue In ralatlon to fho accunula+od

i"t"-ol t"prtor and l+5 roqul!'omonti for 6xP6rslon'

iir-.ont."a t.t*v naiuro has brought caplt6llsor

to theso llmlfs lnd shoYs th6+ lt ls lls oln

lntornal obstacle to the progrosslvo dsYgloplpnt

ol +he Prgductlvo forcas '
1

lo recognlss fhs Proletarlal 6lono as tho revol-

uir*r.i "rul""t. 
At +hls rprrent ol lrrevorslble

;;;";. of lhe capllo I lst s'stem ( soo the5l s

sl ttre grot"tortat I'ust braak any ldeologlcol

"" o.ilfr*r enfoniq rtih caplt!l (rho+he' Prlv6+€

or state capltall' le consldar that lnY parsPec-

Lo consldgr tkaf progrEsslYe bourgeol3 f6cflons

ao not urlst and that the 3trotegy o{ ths Prolet6rlat
arnnot unrta"g. an tlllonce rlth any soc+or ol +ho

bouroealSls, hor€vor 'Progrssslvot lf tr6y aPPoar'

itr ,+.rgsf. of fho rorklng closs mssf bo the lol.k

ot fhe rorklng closs ltsell'

lle consldor thct tho no+ton of monopoly statq cap-

Itotl.. ao"" not Prov lde a concopt for qxplalnlng

ii"'..tt"t,", deteroln'nts ln thc d"vo lopment ol

...,i",f*. lt ls retier anothor ldoologtcal subter-

ir"" i.t ti" lnf6rprotaflon ol cepl+sllst reclltY

,ii"n'"".r* es +ho basls lor tho lelt ol c'pl+al

i."lr"iii, it" olll6nces rlth prlvcta s€ctors ol

+i"'i"rrg""r.l.. Tho gro'lhg lntorv€nilon o{ th€

;i"t 
-i""i" 

econo'y only oboYs the .narchy ol

."tii"ittt Producilon ltselt: lt sxProsso3 tho sx-

,"il;;;; 'or ii. 
"on*oarttlons 

of tho capl+ollst

systel[.

L6 consld6r +haf natlonalls!+lon or stotl{lc6tlon

;; ;;;;;;" ;; produc+ron' rer trcn. ProParlre +ho

I"r'i". .""*"ntttn, only :+rengfhen th€ do"lnrtlon
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of coPltel ovor lago labour'



ln lh. cotc ot tlctltlcctlon ol lho bonks lnd

spoclrlcollY that rhlch occurrod tro Yelrl 600

;;i;, llncncc coplfal o' 6 lPsclllc rolcflon

"i "."a,Jf 
r" l! not ollqlnrtcd tlnce ltr rolo

in irtt a+aoor"tfon Procetr ol coPltrl conllnuos'

sttll lrtt hcs roclcl caPltrl bson ollrln'tod
rlrc. !l!tlllcctloo onlY changot Jurldlc!l Prop-

orty bt Fan! ol 6 Echlnts[ thtch orglnl!'t thc

.i..rl"tf* ot crPltcl buf rhlch rhlch Fon3 thot

It lt stlll rtthln th. ovlrrll lrcErork ol c!p-

Itallst r.lotloot ol productlon' ln thl3 rcY'

thc sclnl caPltcl bccoret tte Jurldlcrl oJncr

ot capltal rs ooc of ltt rcProducilvc oxprcallons:

th. caeltal thlt dr!r! tnf.l.cst. Thc rcaulf ol
ttlr rcvcrnt lr ihr dePersonc I l eotlon ol fh'
tunctlo.l par torFd by tlnoncc copltrl rlthln ctP-

Itrlltt rclrtlons ol Prodoctlon ond lfs roProd-

uctton loglc, thut pre$rvlog lt at ! hlghcr loYcl

ol dcYclopFnt.

ln thls rcY ra noto thot clpltolltt rcl'flons
:; ;.;,.;i", +ake or o o.rc rbslroct 'nd 

lr-

"".'."""i-.i""""a*. rcvoo I I ng'v'n FL clolrl'
fi";;;;; tetlsilsm lbout thdr' ln tlrc rnd'

il; t;;;;; .t "" ld'al collectlv' coPlt'lltt'
r""rr"-iittit lo bo e r'cl collrctlvr caPltlllJt
I' i"Lri"tt"o brnkln0 and 3clarttd P'rtoon'l lo-ron*oi-,na 

a oorc obrtract ond rll'n'fcd tcha!

ol dool natlotl.

Stotl f,lcrflqn !! ! l.ons ol gurrlrf'ol8e thc loglc

ii-fl,. n.ttonot rrd lnlcrnrttoo'l crplt'llrt
.""""ir"tfr" grocols over lnd 

'boY' 
on' Prrtlculor

or'r.goft frcllon. ln thls !cn!o' ro cln !t!t'
ii.*-t* meosuro! flkoo by fho ttorlcrn ttrto hlrc

oou *in "f 
to molnfaln Gnd protsrY' tht clPlt-

6l Itt soclal cont lgurotlon'

rl"'!9" !'F ff!!:91

lll To contrct, riltr to: Aplffrdo Po3ta I 2l-964' Haxlco, D.F. c.P. 04000
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