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INTRODUCTION

Since the pubilcation of Communist Review no. 1
the work of the International Buresu for the
Revaiutionary Party [IBRP] has proceeded apace.,
in particular, the comrades in France have con-
sol Idated theassives and taken up the task of
publishing a reguisr Journal which witl act as

"' the mouthpisce of our tendency !n France. Thus,

Revua Communiste now serves as the Bureau's
poiltical organ In France whiie Communlst Review

" I Engllsh remalns. as the iBRP's Internatlonal

publlcetion. Practically this means that the
Franch-pubilcation wii} appear more often than-.
the central orgen (3 times s year initlally)

and will contaln weterial which, although not
unlsportant lnternationally, reietes more directly
4o the theoretical and practical poiltical
probiems posed by the French situetion,

However, +he IBRP does not conflne 14s work to
+those areas whers |+ already has a political
presence but ales ¥o promote discussion and clart-
tication of the communlist programme Internstion—
aily as a step towards drawing fncreesing numbers
of revolutionartes 1nto a common poiltical freme-
work with & untfled poilticei practice. Since
the appesrance of CR 1 we are pleased to have
received correspondence from groups' In Mexico
{Colectivo Comunista Alptreuml, Argentina
{Emancipacion Obreral, and indla [Revoiutionary
Proletorlan Platform] as well as trom Individuals
throughout the worid. 1n keeping with our alm
of publishlng sny correspondence which hay com-
1ribute o International polltical ctarlfication
we nre publishing the Theses we recelved from
the Mexlcan comrades together wlth our reply.

in futurs we hope to be able to pubilsh polttical
dlalogue with other groups adqd we welcome any
comments {from organisations or Individuals) on
this or any other aspect of the Buresu's work.

in This adition we have also outllned what we
be{leve }s the Marxist perspective for the crisls
ong class siruggle and vhich defines the global
and historical context 1n which emerging and
existing revolutlonary groups must tframe thelr
activity, I+ I3 In this overall context +that
the Thesas on the Miners Strike In Britaln must
also be slfuated.

The article on Bordigism and the ttallan Lot shoutld
clear sway eny misconceptions about owr tendancy's
view of the nature of the International class party
we ore seeking fo create. Although much of this
articie has walted more then 30 yesrs to be trans-
lated Info English, therw w111 no longer be sny
Justitication for English speskers In the Inter—
nationat proletarian camp aquating our views on
revolutionery organisation with the mechanical

dogmatism of Bordiglsm. The accompanylng article,
ortgindlly publiished by.the PCint on the occasion .

of ‘the virtus) dlslategration of the Iaternational
Communlst Party (Programma Comunistal in 1982,

‘clearfy shows how a Marxist understanding of the

relatlionship between porty and ciass avolds seeling
the organisation's role as the preserver of abstract
comuntist principles on the one hend or the slmple
tali~ender of the masses on the other. Only &
diatectical analysis can avold these twin pitfalls
and creats the theoretical and political basls

for linking up the communlist advance guerd with
1he rest of the working class. I+ Is from Just
such a basls that the Bureau Intends to sisborate
1ts strategy and tactics for 1ntervention in the
struggies which 1le ahead.

"IBRP, FEBRUARY 1965




PERSPECTIVES

OF THE BUREAU

To all but the bilnd [+ Is clear that we are Ilving
{n a perlod of protound worid economic crisis whose
ettects ere not {Imlted to any single country slone.

For over ten years - from the days when [+ was
fashlonable to reject the concept of aconomlc
crisis as outmoded - revoiutionarles have been

* analysing +he crisls and situating I+ In decadent
capitalism's barbarlc cycle of worid war - recons-
'+ruc+lpn - crisls — world war. The two groups

who hetped to form the |nternatlonal Bureau [PCint
and CWO] have followed Marx's method to show how,
In the age of lmperlaiism and the world economy,
the law of value st1i1 operates, that the rise

In the organlc composition of capltal and the sub-
sequent tendency for the rate of proflt to fall

Is 51111 at the root of 20th century capitallsm's
worid crisfs, Just as It was the basls of the more
Iimited nattonal crises of the 19th century. And
Just as 1n the 19+h century capitailism's crlses
‘culminated In the devaluatlion of ex!sting capltal
{through’ bankruptcles), aflowing a new cycle of
accumulation based on takecovers and mergers to
begin, so the 20th century crises of world Imp-
erfattsm can only be rescived by a correspondingly
more massive devaluation of existing caplital at

the leve! of the economic collapse ot natlon states.

The sconomic function of world war Is precisely
this. 11 is Imperlallsm’'s fnexorabie "solutlon®
to the crisls ot the world econcmy jJust as In 1914
and 1939.

For revolutlionary Marxists however, the economic
crisls 1s not only the harblnger of war, I+ also
provides the materlal basls for the deve{opment
of a revolutionary response on the part of the
producers of surpius value - “he international
workIng class. Faced with ever—diminishing rates
ot return on capital Invested and the Increasing
Inadequacy of the methods emp loyed by the Imperfal-
ist metropoles to offset this decline by ralsing
extra-protlts from the perlpheral areas (use of
cheap labour, cheap raw materials, monopoly price
controls), the advanced capltais themseives are
#ore and mare forced to try and increase compet!t-
Iveness by attacking the living standards and work-
Ing condit+lons of thelr own working class. The
current "raticnal Isatlons” and restructuring of
economies {n the Imperlatlst heartlands are part
ot this process, !nvoiving messive fay-ofts and
Increased exploftation through speed-ups and the
tntroduction of "new technology™ as wel! as more
direct sttacks via wage cuts, dole cuts, reductlion

in soclal services etc. To the extent that the
worklng class tights agalnst these attacks we have
+he basls for a revolutlonary response; 1o the
extent that capltal finds itself ilmited on

+he ons hand from fully revolutionlsing

the productlive forces by Inadequate profit levels
and on the other from cheapening the cost of prod-
uctfon through, for example, working class resist=
ance or -thelr absolute Impoverishment, we have

the basls for the opening of World Wer 3. Thus
the crists provides the Impetus towerds both war
and revociution. #Hhile It Is a trulsm that only
the working class can prevent a further lmperlal-
Ist war (when by thls we mean & working class
revolutlon to overthrow the system which depends
on war for Its survival} I+ {s a fallecy fo assert
that the reason Wor!d War 3 has not already broken
out Is because the class struggle 1s preventing
I+, On the contrary, a militant working ciass

‘can lessen the room for manosuvre of the capitalist

class, Himiting the range of austerlty measures

1t can apply tor fesr of the soclal and political
repercussions to the established order. And the
less room tor manceuvrs Imperfaltsm has the closer
we are to Wor!d War 3.

kn general then the trajectory of the crisls Is
pushing the bourgealsle fowards war wlthout It
being able +o understand this process. (For the
bourgeolsle the arms race Is the result of the
ldecloglical rivalry between two competing political
systems, not the result ot compet!ition between +wo
lmperlaiist and equaliy capltalist blocs). At
the same fime the International proletariat is
belng pushed onto the stage of history as I+
responds to the effects of the crisis. However,
unilke the bourgecisle’s "solutfon® +o the crisls,
the proletarian solution Is not Inevitable.
M1ITtant class struggle and "soclal unresi® may
shake but can be contalned within the capitallst
framework so long as the working class Is wlthout
revolutlonary poll+ical consclousness and the
practical corolfary of this - Its own pol!tical
weapon In the form of an Independent class party.

Durlng the Seventles the popular post-war myth

of the capitaiist heartlands that |lving standards
would keep on gradualiy risling evaporated, Bourg-
eols soclologists who theor!sed the 'embourgecis-

Ttication' of the working class, I+s dlsappearance
as an lndependent soclal or pofitical force have



been slienced. 5ilenced too were their would-be
revolutionary pollitical counterparts who argued
that the bas!s for revolution Ian "modern caplt-
~altsm® lay In the "soclal movement® rather In
the materlal reality of the end of post-war
reconstruction and the subsequent attacks on the
{iving and working conditions of the working '
class,

Whife the crisis 1+self destroyed such non-Marxist
notlons as the possibility of a crisls-free capit-
altsm 1+s contlinulng develiopment undermined the
assumptions of organisations which emerged In

the 70's announcing that the crisls was here ergo
the revolutionary perlod Itself was upon us. _
What these organisatiors falled fo reailse was *
that the end of the post-war boom In the capital-
Ist metropolas slignalied the beglinning of & new
perlcd In +he economlc cycle which meant that
vorld capltallsm was heading towards economic
collapse but not that this collapse was Immediately
Ieminent. Combining economlc tmmedlatism with
poltitical spontaneism and contuslng the general
truth that the era of capltallsm's decadence I3 -
also the era of profetarian revolution, these
organisations overlooked the fact that only when
+he worklng class begins +o break from the ldeclog-
fcal stranglehold ot the rullng class and act
outslde of the capltallst framework can a revol-
utlonary perlod be sald to have opened up.

The history of the crisls ‘o date has shown that
the working cless does not respond In a ilnear-
fashion to Increasing austerity. Whije the hlst-
ory of even the most significant ot these struggles
(8.g. from Portugat *74, iren '78, Poland '80,
Tunislasnd Morocco 83/4) conflrms that mass revol-
utlonery consclousness does not arise. automatic~
ally out of the experlence of struggle !+seif.

Nor do proletarian organisations with a potentlial
for development necessarlly emerge, even Indir-
ectly, trom such struggies. The relationship
between the crlsls,,cliss struggle, the growth

of +he revolutionary party and the development

of class consclousness cannot be understood In
terms of mechanlcal schemas. Even If we are not
yot In an lmmedlate pre-revolutlonary.perlod thils
does not mean that revolutionarfes must remaln
Isolated from the working class until the mornlng
of the Insurrectlon. Over a decade of economlisc
erisis has opened up small, but widenlng oppor—
tunitfes for revoiutlonarles to galn a hearlng
smongst the broad mass of workers. In the cap-
1tailst metropoles the tradlitional left parties
are losing the sileglance of the worklng class:
while +he +rade unicans' Tnabltlty +o detend even
the lmmedlate economic [nterests of the class

Is the basls for communist work In factorles and

workplaces. In the peripheral areas, desplte the
end of colonlalism, the crisls Is Imposing ever-
growing dependence on tmperlalism by loca! econo—
mles. The growing evidence af the Impossiblilty
of achleving natfonatl -1lberation under capltalism,
Including the fallure of Maolsm, s leading to -
renewad polltical questlioning and attempts to
clarify the communist programme on the basis of
Marxlam. Proletarfan minoritles are coming Into
existence and 1+ Is incumbent on revolutionary

‘organisations to relate to them as pert of the

task of claritying the tasks ot comeunists Inter-
nationaliy. ' ' :

Whilsf we cannot overcome at wili the objective
fimlts 40 our work lmposed by the material sftus-
+lon, the current perlod imposes on revolutlonarles
more than simply the task of theoretical clarlfica~
tlon. Today the situation facing the working class
domands that revolutlonaries understand not only
the general principles of the communlst programme
but that we {assrn once agaln how to transfora them
Into » concrete gulde for actlon In the class
struggls. An analysis ot the economlic crisis,
using the tools of Marxist economics, Is essentlal
for ctar!fylng our perspectives and helping to
detine our +asks In the perlod ahead.

THE EYOLUTION OF THE CRISIS

Atter a perlod of unprecedently low growth rates

{amounting to minus ratas for the major Western
Industrial counirles In 1982} the last two years:
have been described as the beglinning ot economlc
racovery by the bourgeolsle. In particular an
upturn In the US economy has fed Western economists
t+o talk of the American locomotive which Is pullling
the rest of the wortd {or at any rate the Western
bloe) out ot recesslon. '

According to the estimates ot the IMF, US Indus- -
trial output Increased by 3.3% [n 1983 and by 5%
In 1984, The equivajent tigures for al! Western
countrles are lower: 2.3% in 1983 and 3.9%5 In 1984;
and for Wastern Europe separately lower sf!!{:

1.3%5 In 1983 and 2.25% for 1984, according to the
more generous OECD statlsticss In the US 65
mllllon new Jobs have been created since December
1982 and the ofticlat unemp loyment rate tias dropped
trom 10.7% To 7.28 over the same perlod. At the
same time the volume of world trade has rlsen by

2% and a more rapld rise In exports to the Us. has
ied to a slight reducttan Tn the 1984 trade deflc|+
ot what are known as the *non—oll exporflng dJovei-
oplng countrles™ (from $53bn In 1963 to $45bn last
year), There {s avlidence then that the upturn

In the US economy has provoked higher rates of
growth In the world economy., But do these tacts



bear out the view that the worid economy 1s on the
road to recovery? The snswer to thls questlon
requires more than a comparison of growih rates

1a the Elghtles. [+ demands an appreclation ot
‘how the present period differs from eariler

stages In the post-war period as a whoie as well
gs an understanding of the basts ot the current
upturn o the fortunes of the US economy. A more
historical overview wili therefore heip us 4o

put the present 'recovery’ [nto perspective.

11 the present rlss In Indusirlal ocutput 13 sit-
ueted In the post-war cycle es a whole we find
that st the same time as the IMF was announcling
that the world sconomy had taken "a decided turn
tor the better” the Financlal Times was pointing
out that 1983 growth rates were only equal to
hait the annuai average between 1966 and 1976.
‘Even the higher rate predicted (and eventually
-achleved) for 1984,

"yould be closa to the average annual
_rate of growth between 1967 and 1976,but
wel} below the growth rete In the years
of pask activity.* (Financla]l Times survey
on Worid Banking 21.5.84)

And the bourgecista's own predictlons for 1985
are for a slowing down in the growth rate, to
around 2.75% according to the OECD which polinted
‘out lest year that this would be the "slowes?
since World ¥er 2 for the +hird year ot an econ-
omlc recovery®. All thls empliricism bears out
the Merxlst perspective that, despite the specliflc
ups and downs In world growth rates, the overail
tendency is downwards, conflrming the present
period as ons of permansnt crisls and thet Imper-
tallsm Is drawing to an end of [ts 3rd cycle.

Agaln, the eepiricel researches of the bourgeoisle
lead [ts sconomic commentators to acknowiedge
that this tendency for growth rates to decline

1s the result of declining Investment connscted
1o the talling rate of protit. (For example In
the Financial Times of 17.9.84 one could read:

"Several studles of the long-term devefop—
ment ot the Industrlal economies heve polnted
40 the deciine In the overal! rote of Invest—
ment since 1973 ... 8ssociated with the
“orosion of profitabtiity.”

Yot the necessarlly |imlted world outlook of cap-
“ttallst economists makes It impossible for them
1o comprehend that this decline Is inirinalc to
the dynamic of capitalism I+selt. instead the
Inevitable conclusfon of such reports Is that
measures must be taken fo "encourage profitebliity
" and productive Investment®; the flrst amongst
these measurss beling the need to provide & more

nf{laxible® labour force which s not “over-pald”.
That 13, a recommendation to Increass the rate

of exploitation of the working class vie unsmp loy—
ment, wage cuts, speed-ups, et.sl. And “this Is
exactly what the capftslist class is dolng, with
greater or lesser success, worldwlde but neverthe—
lsss these attacks on the worklng class have falled
to produce the amount of surplus vaiue which would
provide the level of inveatment necessary to
achleve the higher growth rates of the earily years
of the post-war perlod. -

RETURN ON CAPITAL IN'US. -

_ OACE MOWEAM STANLEY

The sbove graph clearly illustrates +he post-war
accumulation cycle as reflected in the rate of
return on capltal In the US.. After reaching &
post-war pesk In the mid-60s +he histortcsl tend-:
oncy ts for the rats of proflt and honc_a'buslnou

returns to deciline.

In fact, as far as Western Europe !s concerned

the 2-3% growth rates envisaged for the next yeer.
or 30 will not be snough to prevent a further riss
tn unemployment {which Is sxpected to increase

by im *o over 20m n 1983). {+ has been caiculated
+hat In the UK alone 20,000 new jJobs a month are
required simply to stop unemptoyment rising further.
But despite the restructuring which s taking place
In Western Europe at the moment, Involving shut-
downs and massive lay-offs In traditional heavy
Industries, new lnvestment 1s being directed towards
tncreasing output per Individual worker from a
raduced Indusirlal base, rather than towerds
Incressing capacity. The Introduction of more
advanced technology combined with sbsolute Increases
in exploft+atton have resulted In a dramatic growth
In the rate of exploltation (o, trom the cepltalist
standpolnt, In output per person) of West European
workers over the last few years as each natlonal



capltal seeks desperately to remain compatitive
with Its rivala. .
[ e 120

This t1iustration
for t+he UK sconony
13 Indtcative of
1104 -what restructuring
1 ] tovolves for

105| workers as a whole.
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Agaln, the Finactal Times reports that "there

1s probably now Insufficlent capital aquipment

In Europe to provide anything ilke full employ-
ment" (29.10.84). Even In the US +he offliclal
percentage of the workforce unempioyed Is s+l
higher then In the so-called otl erisls receaslon
of 1974, whila youth unemplioyment hes sctually
risen In the last 2 yesrs.

THE CRISIS IN THE PERIPHERY

tf the US 'locomotlive’ 1s proving unable to pull
Western Europe out of recession the sttuation
ot the econowmically backward states, +he so—called
~ 3rd World, more than ever revesls the depth and
_extent of capttalist parberism. For states which
throughout the post-war perlod have been unab e
to sscape the dominstlon ot Impertalism, from
their sconomlc rofe as suppllers of food and raw
“moterisls and thelr political role as pawns In
the strategic manceuvres of ons or other bloc,
sny tolk of economlc recovery appears llke a bad
Joke. -Once more we can tet the bourgeclisie's
oun facts speak for +hemseives.

"(For +he 3rd World) the total growth
expectsd tn the first tfour years of this
decade 13 hardly more than that achleved
fn a single year on average tn the decada
up to 1976.

For the debt-ridden countrles the
position Is worse. They are expscted to
grow by a little under 3 per cent this
year, less than hait thelr historic growth
rata.® (Financlal Times 21.5.84}

For the populations of +hese aress these flgures
mean dasperate reductions in llving standards,
‘dragglng lncreasing mllitons down to the polnt
of absolute poverty - l.e. to starvation levels.

In Latin America atone there was a 10% drop In
income per perscn between {980-83. For the maj-
_orlty of African states the mess of the population
are now worse oif than +hey were under colonlallsm.

This s not an argument for colonlaslism but ovidence

ot the deveiopment trap which modern tmperlalist |
relations have mposed on the "new notlons® which
have supposedly gained Independence trom Tmperfalism.
The need for forsign exchange In order to fund devel-
cpment projects has led the economically backward
areas to concentrete on growlng cash crops for
axport which In turn has led 4o a raductton tn food
output for the local populstions. Ogar the last -
seven yesrs per capita food output in Lotin America
has gone down 12%; from 1981-83 the figure i3 14%,

In Africa per caplts food output fell 113 between
1970 and 1980. At the same time the crude and often
forcible replacement of traditional agricultural

techniques by capitallst farming methods 1s produﬁingf

+he same sort of soll erosion in the “3rd Worid* -
s the dustbowl In the USA crested by Intensive -
wheat farming. Every yesr the earth 13 losing 2%bn
tons of top soll but while the population of the

US can remaln obllvious fo the eftects of the 1.5bn
tons lost from the US, tor the rucal messes Tn
places 1ike the Sahe! the encroachment of the desert
meons starvation and Imminent death. 33 mitilon
Africans In more than 20 countries are currently
under threst of death through starvation - a fate
which 1s not the result ot geography or natural
dlsaster but the consequence of declining caplisl-
{am's tnablitty to develop t+s backward aresas.

The Afrlcan drought only highilghts +hat 11 Is. the
imperislist refationship which prevents & salution -
which Is technically within Tts grasp.

There 1s perhaps no greater example of the trration=
atfty of capltailsm and [13 barbarcus etfects In
the decadent epoch than the world food alfuation.
In December last year, at the same +ime as the UN
Food and Agricuitural Organisation was torecasting
a record world ceresal crop {1,761m tonnes - 8% up
on 1983) the US Agricuitural Department stated thet
navertheless the outlook was not good “because of
4he jow level of demand as developing coqn*r!es
tace contlnued financial problems and iarge debt
servlicing requiraments® (1b1d 5.12.84). {n terms
ot human need "damand® has never been higher but
1n terms of cepltalist productior demand only exts’s
when a protit can be mads. Thus, while US output
of coarse gralns 1s predicted to increase by 96m
tonnes this year and while coarse gralin harvests
In southern Afrlca have been cut by 22.5m tons
potween 1981-84, the ys Agrlcnl+ural Department

s providing financlal Incentives to farmars o
{aave croplands ldle In order to 1imit Its stock .
of unsoid grain surpluses at & time when "1t seems
that future capacity to produce agricuttural prod-

ycts far exceeds the I1kaly level ot denand'(loc.cl+)'

The laws of captitatist econumlcs'havo placed *hqi



dopendent stastes in a viclous Catch 22 sltuation.
Faced with the need for forelgn exchange In order
to *Indusirialise™, an Increasing proportion of
agricultural land !s put over to cash crops which
Increases the need to Import food and therefore
for forelgn exchange. Increasingly Indebted to
Imperlaifsm through the varlous “deve|opment®
agenclies and banks, the dependent states tind
thet the only way they have of servicing thelr
debts s by exporting more. HNow all this Is
happening at a time when cash crop and raw mater-
lal prices are belng lowersd and Imported goods
are costing more (Uganda, for Instance, must grow
305 more coffee today to buy & tractor than 10
years ago.) which tightens the Catch even further,

‘FROM PERIPHERY TO CENTRE

The total worid debt has now reached colossal
proportions ($800bn by 1964). By far the largest
part of this has been run up by countries outside
the capltalist meiropoles. 1n 1971 the cutstanding
debts of the "developling" counirles was $7ibn.

A decade later this tigure had Jumped to more
than $520bn with the cost of servicling the debt
{$110bn} emounting to 20% of thelr export earnings.
Today Latin America alone owes $350bn {of which
Brazil owes $100bn) and Black Africa's total debts
“ore $150bn. In 1980 Poiand's tnab!fll+y to pey

Hts debts to Western banks and governments when
they were due cpened up the prospect of bank coll-
e&pses, especlally In Nest Germany, and forced West-
orn negotiators to reschedule (postpone) payment
ot the debts. Today Poland's $27bn debt which
appesared 1o bourgeols commentators at the time

a3 "the most lmmedlate threst to the system® seems
relatively Insignlflcent. Now reschedulfng and
restructuring ot debts, and sven of !nterest pay~
ments on debts 1s a regulsr cccurrence. But these
attempts to postpone the day of reckoning by both
debtor and lender statss alike do not mean that
the threet of economlc collapse has dlsappeared.
On the contrary, the "3rd World debt crisis®
provides an Increasing threat not just to the
cspitalist periphery but +o the heartlands of
Imparfafise, Including the strongest Imperiallst
power, the USA. Wuhiie the US government was not
30 eager to see the reschedulIng ot Poland's deb+s
(when 1+ was largely European banks which were
threatered vith collspse) today, with US banks
sald to have four times thelr res! capltal loaned
out to Latin Americe, the world's most Indebted
states have Ironically found themselves in » pos-
Ttlon to renegotiate terms for the payment of
thelr debts because of the cotastrophic implica-
tions thelr reneging wou!d have on Imperlaiism's
tinanclal structurs.

"Ajready Mexlco, Brazl! and Argentina are
technically bankrupt and have oniy been saved
from belng offfclally declared sc by the US
government's reallsation that 1f they default
on thelr debts then the US banking structure
would collapse as well."(*The Crisls of Finance
Capltat® In WorkersYolce 17 June/July .1984)

Last yeer the US government had to step in and ball
out two major Amerfcan banks - Manufacturers Hanover
{4th largest) and Continental !i{lnols (10th largest)
and now the rulas of the game have changed so thet
banks have to have a higher deposit:iending ratlo
while more fixad term !oans are being negotieted
with the dependent states (to avold debt payments
rising with US Interest rates).

Meanwhlis, as the fear of the repercussions on the
system as a whole has "saved" ths largest debtor
states from oftlclaltly belng declared bankrupt,

the very weakest sconomles are teft In the position
ot being too poor to increase thelr debts and their

. populations are left to starve. Last year the

US government refused to support a World Bank tfund
for sub-5aharan Africa and the Financlal Times
envisages a decline in net caplital flows to this
reglon from $10.8 bn fn 1980-2 to $5 bn In 15853-~7

. (32bn less than ‘the US Federa| Reserve Benk pumped

Into Contlnental |1linois last year).

Nevertheless, Imperlailsm dossn’t hand out loans

or reschadule debts without Imposing strict conditons
on the borrowing governments. While the burden

of paylng oft the debts Itself Is enough to Induce
enrormous suffering on the working and unempioyed
masses {Many countries, for example, have cut back
on food Imports to service thelr debt whils trade
surpiuses - such as Brazii's l(ast year - are eaten
up by debt servicing.), the IMF and the Worid Bank
continue +o Impose austerity riders with thelr loans
which lnevitably mean higher prices, wsge cuts and
hersher working condltions for the working class.

In Argentina, for example, the tail of the miiltary
Junta and re~introduction of "democracy™ has been
accompanfed by an exploslion of wage demands which
the IMF has opposed as Inflatlonary. Argentina
presents a speclai problem for US [mperfaltsa In
that 1t wants +o be seen as supporting “democracy™
and does not want the |MF's condlitlons to be seen

to bring about & return to milltary rule. However,

- the problem of IMF susterity conditions exacerbating

the lot of the working class and oppressed masses
Is & more goneral and deeper one which threatens
to_undermine Western Imperiallam. The IMF's anawer
to the pilght of the "3rd Worid* - the imposition
of currency devaluations, withdraval of food aub-
sidles, higher productivity and yet more concentra-



tlon on export industries - results in !ncreaslngly
unbearabtle condltions for the proletarfat and
the sub-proletarian masses of the dependent states.
Western Imperfallsm which, desplte Reagan and
his alitest talk of the defence of demccracy,
Is oniy Interested in the form of government In
power when 1+s economlc and s4r strateglc {nterests

. are threstened, (s tacad with the prospect of
goveraments coliapsing as a result of the economic
crisls and "soclal unrest" on the part of +the
super-explolted, unemployed and starving masses.
As the Flnanclal T!Imes aptly put It last October:

"For Western governments I+ Is a disquleting
prospect ... Exlsting Investment s threaten-
ad, sources of raw materfals and commodi+les
Jeopardised and securlty Interests -
particularly for the Us - potentlaity under-
mlned by the prospect of radical changes

1n key pro-Western stotes..." (3.106.84)

Clearly the US locomotlve has done nothing to
prevent the decline ot the dependent states.

In fact high US Interes+ rates which have been
responsible for the US suckling in surplus value
trom all over the world, thereby enabling 1+ +o
fuel its own economic "locomotive®, have only
oxacerbated the crisis of the debt-rlidden states
and Increased the threat, not Just of thelr own
collapse, but of a financlial crash In the US
ttself.(11 Yot without high Interest retes the
US wouid be unable to attract the forelgn Invest-
ment which has recently fuelied economlc growth
and aliowed the government +o run up a $205bn
budget deficlt (by the end of 1984) without i+
provoking masslive Intlation. Last year one third
of the demand for credlt in the US {from both
goverament and buslness corporations) was met

by forelgn Investors. But whlle the relative
strength of US capltal allows I+ to draw In
surplus value from outside Itseif, thus reducling
the Impact of the crisls for the moment In the
USA, thls only further weakens I+s allles Tn the
Western bloc as a whole and has fed 4o a record
“trade deficlt by the US with the rest ot the world
($130bn by November 1984).

As the dollar's value Increases In retation to
other currencles so more US menufactured goods
become uncompetitive on the worid market, Inducing
a search for further means of Increasing the rate
of surpius value (output per worker). The US
cannot escape the laws of capltsilst production
which demand contlnual Investment 1n new constant.
capltal In order to produce Individual commoditles
more cheaply and compete on the world market.

¥hat Is heppening In the US shows that the masslve
-amount of surplus vaiue requlred to equip industry
with more advanced capltal equipment cannot be

_from 24.1% to 30%.

genorated by US Industry 1tself. ys cepltal has
come to depend on surplus value from abroad for
expansion and cannot attford to et this dwindle
away on unproductive expenditure such as financlng
the government's debts.

MItitary spending forms a large part of the US
government's deficit. - Under Reagan the propor+tlion
of the Federal budget spent on arms has Increased
It 1s na colncidence +hat
Washingtonts post-alection discovery of the noed
to reduce the government's budget detlcit should

. be accompanled by few moves to liml+ the arms race,

THE CRISIS IN THE EASTERN BLOC

Although the flgures ars not so easily avallable
the fact remains that the Eastern bloc states sre
expertencing the same crisis of profitabllity as
the West. There are slgns also ‘that, as In Western
Europe, the recent unpreceden*ly tow post-war growth
rates which were nightighted by Poland's crrlsts

wore foliowed Tn 1984 by higher output. But, like
the West, the economic basls for +he "recovery”

Is precarious whiie the fmproved natlonal growth
rates themselves do not match eariler figures In

the post-war perlod and are accompanied by dectin!ng
Hving standards for the working class. As in the

‘Hestern bloc, austerity Is the order of the day.

Thus, after large cutbacks In invesfmenf by Russla's
European sateliites In 1382, .

"atl but Poiand (which could hardly reduce
further) and East Germany (buoyed by Wes+
German credit) .did so again In 1983." (ibid,
17.9.847

I+ Is not Just In Potand then that the 1980's are
proving to be a decade of economic crisls and the
1984 improved growth rates (an average of 3.3% In
GNP for Comecon as a whole} have to be ssen In the
context of the previous two years ot sfagna+!on_
or actua! decline as weil as the overal! historlcal
context of the post-war period as s whole. Thus
1f we take Russlan captital Jtself the 4.4% rise
In tndustrial production announced by the State
Planalng Commission In November 1984 (1% more than
pianned) can be seen to be part of an his+orlcal
fendency for growth rates to decitne.

Russla's Industrlal production {% change}
[Source:0.Dyker The Soviet Economy & Flanancial Times)
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Although the amount has been reduced recently,
Comecon as a whole Is s+111 Indebted to Western
governments and banks (to the tune of $63.3bn

at the end of 1983; compared #ith $71.3bn In 1982
and $45bn in 1980). In countries ITke Poland

and Hungary this has meant more and more belt
+ightening for +he workling class as {ndusirial
production becomes tncreaslngly directed to ex-
ports (1o serylce the deb¥s) while cuts Tn govern—
ment price subsidlies (ln order fo reduce state
spending) continue to fue! Inflatlon. Having
learned from experience that a sudden increase

In prices can provoke mass protest from the work—
ing class, andangering the stabll1ty of the state,

. the Pollish government has now faken to "soctal

consultations” (with the otficlal frade unlons
and the medla) before introducing price rises.

" in 1984 an averags rlse of 10f In tood prices

came Into force (after fconsultatfons® on 15%)
whlle this year the government !s proposing rises
in the price of basic toodstuffs and fuel which
would mean an overall lncrease of a further 12-138%.
In Hungary, which has had a 26¢ [nftation rate
since 1981, price rises on food {20%), domestic
tuel (25%) and transport (55-100%) introduced

in January willl mean a further 71 rise In the
cost of living for the Hungarlan working class.
Even for reiatlively prosperous East Germeny the
wrlting Is on the wall. While state subsidles

_have kept the price of baslc foods at 1960's

levels thls means tha+ 15% of fhe State budget
now goes on subsidles at the same +ime as Impor':
of more sdvanced Wastern technological geods has
fed to a mounting forefgn debt {over $13ibn) which
has to be serviced.

Yet the relative backwardﬁess ot Russian state .

capltallism leads It to rely on 1ts European satel!l-

Ites for a large part of Fts more advanced machln-
ery and equipment. — elther by t+hetr direct import
from the West or by purchasing Western "knowhow!.
lke the USA the Eastern bloc leader sucks surplus
value in from I+s satellites, though not through
the "free market" mechanism of fioating exchange
rates. At a Comecon summit meeting last June
Moscow stipulated that supplies of Russlan energy
and raw materlal de|iverles would hencetforth depend
on Eastern Eurcpe providing Russia with more food
and better quallty machinery and aquipment. The
nead for foreign currency to buy such goods Is

an added Impetus fto the Comecon states to divert
production to the export market and mount up
further debts. : '

However, the crisis In the Eastern bioc is not
Just the result ot Comecon indebtedness to the
West. |+ 1s cather that the latter Iz due to the
chronic lack of surplus value avaltasblée for re—
investment In new capital equipment which would

allow greater competitiveness with the West. Thus
the ralative backwardness of the Russlan economy
can be seen not Just trom its lower agricultural
rates of return and reliance on fmported Western
grain but by T*s low level of Investment th refation
4o a lower organic compasition of capitatl than its
Wostern rivals. in fact the latest Flve Year Plan
{1980-85) Is based on #intensificatlon* of the use
of existing machinery and tabour as the main source
ot growth in Yndustris! output. This year tha state
calcuiates that 96% of the Incraase In lndusfr!ui
cutput must come irom an Increase in labour produc-'
t1vlty. No less than anywhers else the Russian
worklng ciass is balng torced to pay for the erisis.’
In 1984 more workers! wages were }inked to produc—
+ivity, managers wera toid to sack "surplus manpower™
while Andropov urged them to "tap the +remandous
reserves we have for growth in labour productlvity”.

ARMS LIMITATION TALKS: A REVERSAL OF THE
- DRIVE TO WAR?

Reagan's new-found desire to go down tn history

gs a "Presldent of peace” and Russla's return +o

the arms negotiating tablie at Geneva have ted to
speculation In the capltalfst press of the beglinning
of a new perlod ot detente and sighs of relfet about
+he reduced danger ot -nuclear war. However, for _
+he real meaning behiad these moves from a US Presi~
dent who has lncreased mi11tary spendling by 40%

ln three years snd a Russian Poittburo which _
Instructed 1ts reprasentative to waik out ot the

jast Geneva talks we have to look beyond the personal
deslres of +his or that poitliclan and +aka account
of the materfal circumstances In which they are
operating. . :

With US mititary spending at an ali1-+ime high tor
+he post—war period and 2 colossal budget deflcit
4o reduce [t would seem that unproductive spending
on arms would be the first to be cut back. In fact
this Is not the case. In the first budget of his
second term of offlce Resgan will propose cutbacks
of $44bn In non-defence government spanding. AparT
irom $8.7bn already taken off the m} | itary budget;
the *President of peace" preters to cut domestic
spending which leaves the annuai_arms'budge#'a+"
around $218bn.

For Russta too mllitary spendlng Imposes 2n Bnormous
‘burden on +he natlonal economy. Although ln monet--

ary or value ferms Russtan Imperialism cannot match
U5 expenditure on arms, as & sroportion of annual

‘GNP (13-14% accordlng to the latest ClA flgures)

Russlan arms spending is relatively greater thanm
the US. With declining economic growth Russla's
increasing ditficulty in matntaining 1+s slde of
the arms race 1s evident. From an average annual
Incresse of 5% In The Sixtles and durlng the flrst



half ot the Seventles, the growth was 2% a year
_ between 1977-81. By 1983 thls had rlsen +o 2.8%
but even the CIA admits that this Is much less
than the growth In US mliitary spending.

- For both Russta and the US then 1t would appear
~+0 make econcmic sense to cut mllltary spending.

4 Byt imporlalist economics Is not baslcally a ques~
“tlon of the "atlocatlon of scarce resources" as

- the acadealc textbocks propound. in the real

world the two rlval “super-powers® are obilged

to vie with each other to protect thelr eccnomic

and strateglc lnterests throughout the world,

Interests. which are daily belng threatened by

the local sconomlic, soclal and polltical Instab~

~ Titty which accompanies the deepening of the
world crisis. imperfaifsm Is no more abile to

" disarm then I+ can turn production over %o the

direct fulfliment of human needs. The same crisis

of profiteblilty which has produced lower natlonai

growth rates and Increased the burden of millitary

spending on each natlonal capltal exacerbates

the drive to war. Thus, while the S budget def-

Icit and the straln of ever—Increasing arms prod-

- uction on ¥he Russlan economy provide a powerful

Impetus o the negotiating table — where the more
fantastic aspects of nuclear war are dlscussed
(e.g. the milltarlsation of space) - preparations
for +he t+Iime when the myrlad proxy wars existing
today are overwhelmed by direct mliitery confront-
atlon between the iwo blocs are proceeding apace.
While Russian nllitary leaders stress the need

.40 keep up with US davelopments in high technology .

veapons the US |s re—equipplng !ts conventional
forces and stlpulating to Its Nato allles that
+they must Increase thelr mliltary spending in
preparation for a "coaventional war®.

~ Japan, for example, which theoretically has no

.- army, has Increased 1ts milii{tary spending beyond

. the 1% timlt set by !ts US—-framed constitution.

- In December last year Nato announced a doubling
of !ts “conventlonal® arms spending fo enable
1+ o Implement US directives to improve facill-
t+les for US planes at European bases and to boost
stocks of ammunition In order o "lmprove the
Alltance's abllity to ¢flght and sustaln a conven-
+tonal war In Eurcpe”. While the leaders talk
"of peace and the medla biasts us with the conse-
quances of a nuclear holocaust the population
is belng prepared to accept the advent of
“conventional® woar - as 1t thls reduced the danger
of nuclear war, or as 1t worid war wers any less
barbaric tor belng waged with “"conventional®
WeaApoOns.

War 1s on Integral pert of Imperlalism and the
drive towerds wor!d war Is part of this Internal
dynemlc which operates Independently of the

subjective wili of Individuals: Imperlailist war
cannot be aboltshed by demands for changes In the
policles of governments. I+ can only be abollshed
once. the system which depends on war as the solution

“to Its crisls It overthrown. And only those who

produce the world's surplus vailue - the inter—

- natfonal working class — have the potenitial pouor

to do this and establish fha basls for the
devalopmen? of a more advancad mode of produc?lon.

AN OVERVIEW OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE
AND THE TASKS OF REVOLUTIONARIES

To ldeallsts the siruggie of wquérs to malntaln

_thelr 1Iving standards In the face aof the economic

crisls may appear s poor basls for the begianiags
of a8 flght o trenstorm the woride. For Marxists,
howaver, this baslc struggle of the working class
Is the materlal starting polnt for a hlgher, revoi-
utlonary struggle. '

Since the onset of the present crisls we have seen
something ot the power of the working masses when
they siruggie together. Governments have tottered
or collapsed (e.g. tran, Poland) and on occaslons

spec!fic a++ncks on the worklng population have

been +emporarily withdrawn {e.g. after the tood
rlots In Morocce and Tunlsla fast year). yet with-
out exceptlon the working class struggle has been
contalned within the existing cepltallst framework.
This is inevitable, given the absence of & revolu-
tionary party o put forward the communist programes
and develop revolutionary consclousness fnside

the ciass movement. However, It is not for revol-
utionarles o bemoan the defeats but rather to

draw the lessons from them and use them as the

" basls for posing concrete steps towards. the revol-

u+lonary goai.

This Is not simply the task of propaganda. |t
means establishing an organised polliical prasence
within +the working class which -Is seen by workers
as offering, not only an aiternative political

atm for the future, but an alternative method of
s?ruggle in the here and now f!ghf to detend them~
selves agalnst capltal’s attacks.

White the patent Tnabliity of the trade unlons

to detend workers agalnst the effects of the crisis

. has produced a certaln scepticism towards these

organisations amongat workers, trade unlons and
the mentaitty of trade unfonism remaln powertful
weapons against the development ot an Independent
class struggte. in Western Eurcpe tor exsmple,
#he so-cailed economlc recovery has beesn accomp-
anled by massive lay—offs and Increased’ oxp loit-
‘atfon with which the ‘rade unions have cnupl!ed
as they follow the dictates of economic restruct-
urlng ot fha!r natlonal capl+al. After a per!od



of reiative passivity these Increasingiy viclous
attacks and the fear of unemployment have pro-
voked resistance from the worklng class ~ but

a reslstance which has been contained by the trade

unions withln Industrial, national and even
reglonat boundarles. Thus, the longest sirike

In British working class history has been fought
and lost on the basis of "save our coal*[2};
Belglan and French steelworkers have fought separ-
ate battles for a defence of "their " industry

. and In France itself for a defence of “their®

reglon withln the country as a whole. Even now
Spanish shipyard workers are conductling a deter-

mined but lsclated fight to save thelr Jobs. Taken ..

In Isolation the working class can only lose such
battles while the bourgec!sle congratulates ltseif’
on acquiring a more "flexible” and compllant work-
force.
struggles iTke this must lead to the dlsasirous
outcoma of following trade unlon tactics provides -
ammunltlion for revolutlonarles in thelr cail for
the working class to fight without the frade
unlons. This Is true unltversally and not Just

In Western Europe — whether I+ be In the Eastern
‘bloc where the experlence of Solldarity shows -

how trade unionist "reallsm™ worked to quell the.
¢lass siruggle and got Pollsh workers to ac:epf
austertty,or whether Tt be In a perlpheral arsa
11ke Bojlvia where the trade unlons last year
persuaded workers to accept increases In food
prices in the ™natlonal Interest®. )

Trade unlons everywhere are perpetrators of natton-
allst ldeclogy - an Ideology which plays Into

the hands of capi+alism because 1t works agalnst
the development ot Independent working class
struggie and because It pl+s workers In different
areas agalnst each other. In the same way capltal's
-left-wing parties, through thelr Identificatlon

- with the tnterests of the natlional capltal, work -

to derall the class struggle by preachlng the’
Mmessage of austerlty and self-sacrlfice for the

" sake of the natlonal sconomy.

Thus, while the Incressed austerity measures

Imposed by Imperlallism on +he debt-rldden states
are laying the bas!s for massive soclal exploslons’
(food rlots and mass looting are becom!ng'common-_
places |In Brazll, for example, many supermarkets
now employ armed guards +o ward off attacks from
2 hungry populace.), the bourgeclste Is increas-
Ingly resorting to national Ist "anti~-Imperlallst"

~ ldeclogy to control the class struggle.

1+ was In such 2 way that Argentina’s new Radlcai
Government was able to put the (!d on widespread
class sfruggle which broke out fast summer {In

Yot desplte tha temporary exhaustion which '

- AT GBS .

‘the event of war breaklng out.

public service Industrles, meat cuttlng,sugar and.
englnaerfng)'affar the "restoration of democracy"

by cialmling that 11 would have granted real wage
Increases |f these had not been -opposed by the IMF.
At the same tlme the goverament was aiso claiming
that "Raul Alfonsin has begun the battle against.
imperlaifsm and Internatfonal tinanclal usury®.
But today the battle against Imparlallsm cannot

be fought on the basls of nationallsm. lmperlallsmfs;
dominatlon of the world economy In the 20th century
means that so long as caplitalism survives the perl-
pheral areas of that economy are doomed to remalin
dependent on one or other Tmperialist master.

Whether 1t is couched in terms of antl-iMF

radicallsm as In Argentlina, Islamlc fundamenfai!sm

as tnlran, or In straighttorwerd national [lber-
atlon fdeology as fn Nlcaragua and much of Centrat
America, antl-lmperlailsm based on natlonaltsm fn
practice means class colisboratlon .and operates

to divert workers: from f!gh+lng for their own Inter--
na+tonal !nfarasfs. .

i+ Is fhé task of communists to ffghf the nationallst
tl[uslons‘and ldeclogies which exlst everywhere - '
fnslde the working class In one form or another.

in a more praclse sense too our task Is the same
+he worid over. Revolutlonaries esverywhere are
faced with having to develop revolutlonary pollf!cnl
consclousness Inslde the working class and of bull-
ding a revolutionary organisatlon in thelr "own® -
Such a task cannot walt for the outbresk -
of mass class struggle nor does Tt dlssppear In.
Gn_the contrary,

the need for the proletariat to organise aga?ns?

Its oWn bourgecisie remalns paramount during captt-'

- alist war as well as In times af'captfatlsf peaca.,-,

However, while 1t Is true that without strong local
orgenlsatifons tirmly rooted In the working class’
the revolutlonary party cannot mature, 1+ Is -equally
true that the proletarlan revolution IS'lhfernafional
or 1t Is pothing. The task of butiding the inter~

- natlonal party with an Infernntional programme e

theretfore goes hand In hand with the "local" tasks:
of rovolutionaries,i3] |+ is the responsibliity.. .
of'exisflng organisations to work towards defining
the communtist programme at the same +ime as- '
strengthentng thelr capaclty +o Intervene In the
dalty struggle and to prepare to. intervene In wider
ciass battles as they occur. MNone.of this can be
dons simply by propagandising abstract generallfles.
The question ot concretlsing tha revolutlonary way
forward Is belng posed and I+ remalns for each org- -
anlsatfon 1o develop approprlata_#acflcs'for-+he‘l'
sltuatlon In which It tinds Itselt as well as to .
contribute polltically and practically to the
development of the Internatlional party of the
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proletariat.

it s with both these +asks In view that the
International Buresu tor the Revolutlonary Party
was formed. By organising on the basis ot a
generally agreed platform the Buresu's alm is

to define the framework for the forgling of a
common programme and strategy within the working -
class, In keeping with the fask of the proletarian
vanguard to ra—ostablish the Internatlonal party
of the working class.

But the Bureau [s not the Party, nor Indeed 1s

* 14 a regroupment. |+ Is part of a process

~ towards both these goals. {1 seeks to avold the
errors of the past where one natlonal centre,

by virtue of Ifs prestige Imposed its wlll on
the other constituent organisatlions {as happened

with the Comintern In the 1920's); and more immod- -

fately, 1+ seeks to avold a situation where the
process of the formation of a wor ld proletarian
party Is held up because of +hls or that conjunc-
tyral analyslis. % does not seek to establish
postboxes for Ifselt In this or that couniry but

rather to foster the growth of real orgenlsations
which are the product of a ilving struggle in
sach geographlcei ares. In This way the Bureau
alms +o be an agent of, not a barrler to, the
formation ot a party which Is International In
every sense and which has solid roots in the
struggle of the workling class wherever 1t Is

 prosent.,

Footnotes fo the article

" {11 For a more detalled Marxist analysls of the

prasent crisis and the operatton of Impertalism,

" se@ "Crists and Impertallsm® In Communist Revlew

1

[2] See “Thesas on the Miners' Sirlke® in this '
tssue for sn overview of the lessons to be drawn
from thls struggle.

. {31 The artlcle "Bordligism and the Itallan Left"
Iy this Issue deals more fully with the nature

of the revolutlonary party and the framework for
detining 1ts tasks. The next Issue ot Communlst

-Ravlew wil| contain an article on the tasks ot
~ revolutfonarles in capitallsm's peripheral arass.
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THESES ON THE
MINERS' STRIKE

1. The herolc determination of the British mIners
1s Just one more example of the helghtening class
confrontations created by the onward march of

the worid capltalist crisls. Since the great
Pollsh events of 1980-B1 the forch of class
struggle has passed trom the unemployed {In
Brltaln, Hong Kong, the Maghreb and Brazll to
name only the most wall-publictsed) to the emp loy-
od of the advanced capltallst countries, such

‘as the 1 mtllion Belgian publlic service workers
who parzlysad that country, the French car.and
steeliwoirkers, the US transport workers and most
recently, the Spanlsh shipyard workers. The
number and m}litancy of the struggles shows the
copactty of the world workling class to flght as

a class after years of capitalis? attacks.

2. These attacks are part of o desperate Inlila-
tive by the world capltallst class to solve the
economlc crisls of thelr system. This crisls,
which s part of the 26th century capltallst
cycle of boom - slump - war - reconstruction Is
deepening and all efforts of the bourgeolsie to
cure 1+ have falled. The current world-wlde
‘process ot capltal restructuring is part of the
bourgeolsle's attempt to revive rates of profit
In the competitive environment of rival natlonal
copitals. This Involves the expulsion.of vast
numbers of workers irom the productlve process
and replacing them with capltaj intensive, highly
sutomated technlques. Albthough this cannot cure
the crisls the huge numbers of workers expelied
from the productlve system creates a "reserve
army of the unemployed” whose very ax!stence en-
ahles the cepltalists to Intens)fy thelr attacks
on those in work via speed ups, chenglng shift
patterns (l.e. Increased hours) and rea! wage
cuts.

" 3. This restructuring expialns the nature of

many of the present struggles. The British miners!
strike, I1ke the French steelworkers' strike In
Lorralne and 1Tke the strikes In the shlpyards

of Northern Spaln, essentlally broke out as a
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defence of a partlcular community and specific
Industry. Such economic particularism 1s used

by the unlons to [imit the aims of the struggle

{ for example, the NUM's campalgn has been based

on not buylng "forelign coal™). Such economlc
natlonal Ism helps to hlde the internatfonal Inter-
ests of the working class as a whole and prevents
1+ from expressing I+s solldarlty by taking strike
action together. :

4. Nevertheless, the State's preparations in ad-
vance of the miners' strlke Indicate the new fnten—
sty of the class struggle as the stakes become
higher with the deepening of the crisls. The co-
heslve determination of the bourgeolsle was perfectly
expressed In the Ridley Plan agalnst the miners

while the unprecsdented vicience of the Brit+ish

State stripped aslde 1ts democratic mask. I+s riof
squads terrorised communities with Impunity; road-
blocks prevented freedom of movement and all thils

was accompanled by a propaganda campalgn to Justify
the arrest and Tmprlsonment of thousands of miners
for trivial offences. In response the workers have
had to adopt new methods of class viclence vla
commando ralds on scab buses protected by the pollce,
setting up barrlcades against police convoys and
salzlng local radlo statlons to get over thelr point
ot vliew. Thls class violence is a foretaste of

how the worklng ciass wil! have to respond to make

an effectlive fight In future siruggles ~ and an
effective fight means Ignoring the cries of "Illegal®
from the rulling class which blatantly uses the legat . -
system and the pollce agalnst Its “own™ working
class, ’

5. The secret baltot Is now one of the bourgeoislets
strongest wespons. 1+ Is used by caplitallists and
unfons allke to buy time and fragment the worklng
class rasponse. Ostenslibly democratic, .the ballct
Is based on workers responding as Isolated Indivi-
duals and not In the collective Interests of thelr
class. Thus, when the NUM withdrew plckets from
Notts. to hold a ballot the State was glven time
4o bring In 8,000 pollce to stop the strike spreading;.



when NACODS men twlce voféd 4o strlke the union
did a deal with the NCB to keep the miners
Isolated.

6. The miners® strike fully confirms what revol-
utionarles have argued for decades. Though trades
“unlons st11} retain the support and talth of

w1l ltons of workers today they are capifallst
organs which no longer serve even the Ismedliate
Interests of the working class since they exist
to negotlate the price of wage labour. in these
deys of austerity and decay there ls nothing for
+he unlons to negotlate because capitallsm has
nothing but sacriflces to otfer. Unions today
are part of the means for transmitting the re-
qulrements of the capltallst state to the workers
and of 1imiting thelr struggles to thls or ¥hat
trade. in the prssent sirike not only the NUM
has {imited the tight to & slingle sectlon of the
worklng class, other trades unlons have speclf]-
cally prevented effective solidarity with the
miners - the most biatant example belng the TGWU's
detinitlon of the two solldarlity strikes by
dockers as simply a dispute over the Dock Labour
Scheme and nothing to do with the miners. Today
the struggle for the tmmedlate Interests of the
working class !s a struggle for Its tongterm
tnterests. In order to succeed the struggle has
to go beyond the Ilmits of a single indusiry or

s singls trade ~ !.e. beyond trsdes unlontsa..
Every strlks today 1s a polltical strlke.

7. The mlners. sirike was not callsd by the NUM
but grew out of the large numbers of wiidcat
strlkes which had already broken out In Scotiand
and Yorkshire.. Cortonwood miners extended their
strike by +aklng a [eaflet to the rest of South
Yorkshire and Yorkshire miners fn turn brought
out South Wales (after the latter had sald "o
In a ballot to strikel. The fonger the sirlke
went on the greater was the unfonr's control over
1+. This was partlcularly due to the fact that
the workers crested fio organs to run the sirlke
themselves but left I+ In the hands of unlon
offictlals. W1th not even branch meetings taklng
place many miners had to rely on the 1les of the
TV tor +helr tnformation, and without the Initia-
tlve that mass assemblies and strlke committees
retlect, 11+ was all too essy for the NUM to detine
the sirike's purpose and tactics and for the
orlgina! dynemism to be lost. The mass meeTings
ot proletarian democracy are not Just a nlce
alternative to the passivity and Isclation of
the capltalists® ballot box dsmocracy, they are
en essentlal basls +o wage an effective fight
agalnst the centrallsed strength of the modern
caplitallst state.
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8. The evolufion of +he miners' sirlke shows that

workers' struggies do not necessarlly lead of thelr

own accord to the creation of proletarian organs
of mass democracy and a battle: outslde of the trades
unlon framework. ¥hile the duratlon of the sirike

‘Is testimony to the determination of the miners,

14 1s also a slgn of the flexiblllty of the NUM
and 14s abliTty to bring expressions of genulne
class struggle Into the framework of trades unlonlsm.

9. Thus, although the miners themselves showed

s tremandous wili to flght and while other workers
saw the nead to unlte, In an olementary way (many
of them for the flrst time In thelr l1ves}), this
Instinctive class soljdarlty lacked the consclous—
ness to break through the I|les and manceuvres of
the bourgeclsle., In thls sense we can speak of
+he workIng class In the present pertod belng un-
defeated In struggle but since 1t jacks the cont-
Tnulty ot awareness of 1+s historlc task - to
destroy capltaiism ~ we can st11] say that 1t has
not yet 11fted the burden of the counter-revoiutton
as reflec+ed In s support for trades unlonism
and soclal democracy (or the Labour Parfy).

10. With the miners: completaly lsola%ed and the

State frlumphanf +he propagands machine of the
bourgeotsle 1s 5w[fch1ng from af?ncktng +he miners
to u*facklng the whole of the working ciass. On
+he one hand the Tory press Is putting forwerd the
dofeatist lidea that the fate of the minerst sirike
shows ?haf all struggles by any workers are a waste

‘ot time. Rolnforclng 'th1s from e difterent angle,
“the TUC and Labour Party are Inststing that the

mlners' defeat 1s & deteat for +rades unfonism and
they are already frying to channe!l workers'
struggles Into the detence of +rades unlon.rights. .

" The response of revolutionaries ls that 11 was the

+rades unlons who Isolated fba miners and what the

miners® strike shows Is that no group of vorkers

can flght a determ!ned state on 1ts own. The lesson
of thls strike Is that every strike must 1lnk up
with other workers in struggle. Unltication of
the struggles 1s the only path forward.

11. .Glyen the strength of frades unlonlst {deology
during the strike, the possibTiity of the axlsting
weak revoluflonary forces directty influencing I+
was remote. However, our task remsins fo expose
+he rofe of the trades unions as agents which act
agalnst the Interests of the workling class. The
aftermath of the miners' sirlke will open up an

opportunity tor revotutionaries to spell out the '

lessons of the strike as workers face the

_consequences of following the union — albeit a

st ltont™ unlon [Tke the NUM.



12. In thls work we not only have to counter- thera 13 & nead to establish workplace groups

act the detestlist propagands of Left and Right of the most consclous workers who wi1l recognlse
but aiso to Increase our activities in the In every siruggle the necesslty of the elementary
workplaces. This cannot be done only by propa- task of combattlng unlon manosuvres fo postpone
ganda and exhortation to generallse the struggle and undermline workers® actlons agalns? capltal's
and form sirike commlttess. We must &isc try attocks. in thls way we wlil be torging a Iiving
+o concretely expose the role of the unlons, not link between the communlst minority ( the “memory
Just by criticlsing thelr spectfic actions, but of the class™) with the present class struggles.
also by supportlng or putting forwerd specific Oniy such a unlflcation can gusrantee the clasas’
slogans and demands which tend to unffy workers = tuture - comaunlsm. ' ) '
in different Industries as well as with the un- : :
amp loyed., In thls way the unlon stranglehold tnternational Bureau for the Rovatuﬂonury Pnrﬂ
over the class can be broken. More than evetr ' _ February 1985
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BORDIGISM AND
THE ITALIAN LEFT

The recent crisls of Communist Program {hence—
forward Programma Comunista) In October 1982 -
undoubtedly fts most serfous yet - has led to
the re—emergence of the ever—-racurring polemlc
about the nature of +he Bordlgist dlaspora; 2
polemic which has always been based on the false
assumptlon: Bordiglsm = the itallan Left.

Evaryona has chaillenged us from this basls,
whether 1+ was In far-off 1943 on the blrth of
the Intornationallst Communist Party (PCInt) or
today, on the occasion of the last respects belng
sald to Programaa. The game Is always the same:
sameone fires an ftaltlal shot hoping that the
others wli! flre at the same target. But these
snipers have gb* to understand,and averything
possible must be done to make sure that they
remembar one thing: that thelr guns only know

how to tire Tn one direction. Because the fact
Is that from the end of the Znd World War and
sore clesrly sines the split of 1952, the Joint
name Bordiga - Programma can no longer be ldentl-
tled with the Itallen Lett, elther In terms of
orgnqisaffonﬁl continulty or, stll] less, In terms
of 143 politlics and programme.

Dy extendling "Bordigism® to Include the eariy
Berdiga, the 'Bordlglism' of Programma and then

the PCint all the fundamental poiltical 1ssues

ara laft wide opan. Flrst of all, tha question

of the role and functicn of the party, whether

Tn actual class strugglies or as regards Its tasks
In a glven pertod. Secondly, the ever-problematic
"natlonal guestlon® and I+s not unlmportant
corollary ot the analysls at fmperiallism in Its
most receant perlod of two opposing biocs. Finaliy,
the trade union question remalns cpen since for
Bordiga and his toflowers the *tactical® problem
Is reduced to the never-resolved alternative of
raconguering the old unlons by klcklag out the
cftice-hoiders or the creation of new ones - [.e.
thay have never [aft tho old tramework of the

3rd Internaticnal. These are not small polnts,
espaclally when one consliders that out of these
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throee fdndamen?al Isruss ofhers emerge which, in
order to simpilfy the discussion, we can dafine
as "tactlics? ' : :

In spite of the blilous outpourings of these
"snipers® the {+allan Left, In Its confrontatlons
with Bordlgism, has very often had the same plm-*
as the latter had In the Thirtles whan contronting
Trotskyfsm. During those years of vlolent counter—
revalution Statin, after having liquidated or
randered harmless any Internal opposition, had
elevated the physical and polltical tigure of
Trotsky to enemy number one ot his “domestic
soctallen®. ALl the oppositlions abroad who, afther
in deeds or In words, rejected the counter-
revolutlionary course which the new Taar was lmposing
on the ex~Sovlet Repubilc, came to be denounced

for that most "heipous” of crimes: Trotskylsm.

Just as Bordlga after 1929 certalnly could not

be contused wlth Trotsiy, so the ttallan Left after
1943 couid not be confused with Bordliglism, but

the snipers kept on firing. On more than one
occasion we were cbliged to distance ourselves

from the confuslon betwean Bordiglism and the
1talTan Laft., As we wrote In 1953,

*Habit and theoretical Inertis have meant that untl!|
now Bordigism has been confused with the |tallan
Left, especlaliy smongst communists sbroad. Or
rather, the |talian Lett has been confused wlth the
name of Bordlge and with his persaonal theorles.

The perpetual Isciation of this comrade, due to
his having bean the most "worshipped® and the
most "hetrayed®, coupted with the fact that the
comrades close to him were s}lenced by his excep-
tlonal eloquance ... prevented the formation of

a critical awareness amongst the comrades of tha
Left and with It the continulty, Including the
organisational contlaulity, of a healthy communis?t
rucleus. In the struggle agajnst Bolshevisation
and then Stalinlsm Bordliga was only an cbedlent
and tired supportor, never an Inltlator. Thus




1%+ Is possible to argue that from the expulsion
of the Laft (1923) untii his partlal ard Inter-—
esting re-emergence not so long ago — largely

due to cajoilngs from our party - Bordlga was
apparently the fighter who preterred to remaln
tor almost thirty years burled under the enormous
rulns of the 3rd international which collapsed

- historically with the rise of Stalinism in Russla
‘and the rest of the world.

A +lme of retreat In a great experience Is char-
acter!sed by a Jumbled assortment of "Isms"
{LonInism, Trotskylsm, Stalinlsm, Bordlglsmi.

“The "Ism® Is the distinctIve sign of this or that
"church® which the disciples of the doctrine,
+hose masters of every tactlcal Innovation, are
always detining more preclsely and glving new
‘Itte to - typltylng a process of decadence, it
not of degeneration. '

In recent decades the history of those partles
whose fate has been llnked to that of the Commun-
1st International has conflrmed our cbservation
that only a tew pecple have been able to avold
contamination by the ldeology ot retreat. Oniy

a few have remalned true to well-taught ideas

" rather then to the perscnai work or pretensions

of the “educators". Among these few It Is only
right to count the 1talfan Lett who, either exiled
. In France or Belglum or lImprisconed by Fascism,
_openly distinguished themseives from the arbitrary
_and polemical eplthet of "Bordlglstn.

Our obJect here Is simply to flnally "render untoc

Caesar that which 1s Caesar's". We are not golng

. to deal with Bordigism In general but with the

_most well-known and best-documented axper lances

of the years in question. Thus, Bordlglsm, as

- a particutar and "originai" iTne of thought has
had more impact wlth the parties of the Inter-

_national than with us because of the polemlcs
conducted by the leading organs of the Comlntern.
1+ was convenient for them to characterlse and

" systematically confuse the movement of the Itailan

Left with the personal pcsI+Ion5 ot Bordiga.

Everyone recognlses +hat four- f!ffhs of the
theoretical work ot thls current was due to
" Bordlga and thus he afways contrlbuted hls four-
~titths to poiltical and organisational sctlivity,
“at least untll 1923. Having sald that we will
see when Dordlga's thlnklng really only raflected
" his own views and when, on the other hand, It
was a part of the whole theoretlcal and tactlcal
her1taga of the |tallan Left. 1n other words,
we wiil see how the falsfflcations of Stallnlsm,
both Inside and outslde Russia, ldentifled Bordlga

+ion of theoretical problems In general,

with the Lett.

But tirst ot afl, how must the work of a miiltant of
+he revolutionary vanguard be consldered? — His
more or less relavant contribution fo the elabora-
to econo—
mics and history, or to more strictiy polltical

and tactical praxis? We belleve these Issues must.
be conslidered In a strictly Impersdnal'wai, even -

~when they are hlghly personal: in the sense that

the revolutionary, tn whatever epoch he makes hls
contribution, whatever his name, works with the
Instruments accumulated by the sclentiflic work bullt
up by the class. He takes up the themes which
others before hlm have outllned and. olaborafad -as
tar as was possible glven the spep!flc level ot
matur ity of the workling ciass at any glven point
in capitallsm's exlstence. The revolutionary

Intel lectual must learn to rld himself of any traces

of Intellectual elltism, the notlon of putting him-
self on a pedestal. This fs & bad habit plcked o
up trom the world of academla when 1t isn't more’
directly linked to the sectarlanism of the masontic
lodgs. In thls sense we can still take a wise
plece ot advice from Marx who did not consider hlm—
salf to be a Marxist when confronted by certatn
+heor!sa+lons of “MarxIsm®. We must clear our hqusa
once and for all of the theory of "the lesder”
{duclsmol and the mentallty of the ‘brotherhood,

- symbollsed by the Infallilblilty of one and the spiner

less passivity ot the others.

in sum, we can state what for us is +aken as read
that the !tailan Left sunk roots In the Itving
terrain of soclalism which Ttself was put to the
test by the hard formative axper lence of the 1s+
World Wer. In keeping with a mature critical ex-
perlence, the i+allan Left went on after the war
to encapsulate soclallsm's earlier revoluticnary.
inftiative and clearly articutated +he sometimes
open, sometimes latent, opposltion to the targely
nRussian® direction ot the 3rd International. 1t
acted, and stll} acts, as a pole ot attrecttion for
the very few forces which remained on the terraln .
of revoluflonary class struggle atter the +raglc
dislntegration of the International as a2 unlfled
force and 1ts passage over to the. lmperlaiisf war’
{front.

Thers 1s a baslc methodotogical distinction between
seeing the formatlon of the Lott Marxist current
as stemming from a theoretlcal and pollfical
consciousness, itselt connected to events of the

‘15t World War; and seeing It as the result of the

Interpretation of this or +hat comrade, o of this’
or that regroupment. The tirst Is a dialectical’
formulation In keepling with Marxism whlle the second



goes back to Ideallsm and subjectivity.

The Infancy of the 1tallan Left was characterised
by abstentlonlsm. Such Inlfial ldeas were to
have a strenge and unforeseen metamorphosls as
.they were put under the test of hard reallty.
The current was abstentlionist untll the Congress
of Livorno (1921). |+s abstentionism lay some-
wvhere between a theory and a tactic.{1] From
© 1921 untli 1924 1+ was electionlist with & more
or less pronounced nostalgia for abstentionism.
" By the |loola Conventlon the {tailan Left had
finailly sharpened 1ts theory and tactlcs with
the dissolutlon of the abstentlonlst fraction
and, more declsively, with the founding theses
for the constltution of the party at the Congress
of Livorno (1921) and Rome (1922).

Bordlga shrewdly steered a middia course durlag
the process of clarifylng the tasks of the party
{a problem which also aroused pessions In several
sectlons of the Communist International). This
~would be a commonplace fact It It did not also
"show something of the gllbness and theoretlcal
Instabl1lty of thls comrade who was continualty
-~ osclllating between a determinist analysfs of
- the facts (which came +o hlm naturally) and a
convenient dlalectical Interpretation borrowed
from Marx!sm and theretors expressed determ!n-
" tstically, accordlng to the canons af a greatly
gver-used positlvist sclentism.

We will see that wherever the l+alfan Left Is
tforced to disagree wlth Bordiga the origlin of

the disagreement [les every tlme In a difterent
Interpretation of Marxism. At the same time,

the party's polltics trom the Congress ot Livorne
+0 the custing of the Left In 23 - for the most
_part reflecting the ldeciogy of our current -
are not only still valld but constitute that which
has survived the Ideologlcal and organisational
dlsaster which overwhelmed the internatlonal of
Lenin, .

The years 24 and 25 were a time ot intenslve
Bolshevisatlon of the partfes ot the Internaticnal.
The beginning of this process had been dramatically
signalled by the change of guard at the top lavels
of those sectlons which were consldered to be
~"intected” by Lef+Ism. Inside the Russlan Party
opposition to this pollcy was hidden and did not
oxlst Internatlonaliy apart from our open denun-—
clatlon wlth the tormatlon of the Comm!ttee of
(ntesa {Entents or mutusl agreement Committeel.
This was something new In the history of the
1tallan Lett. For the first time the Inltlative
for taking up frontal posltions of sfruggle came
trom +he membership, glving a collective and de—
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personaiised lead to our current, with Bordiga
dragging behind. Thls sltuation wil} remain until
the day that the comrades of the Left no longer
have to take any further Inltlatives to defend
Bordlga's own theoretical contributlon against the
Bordlga who went Into voluntary selt-conflnement.

The hard battle fought by the Committee of intesa
unti! the Lyon Congress (1925) In fact served as

a timety alarm bell regarding the poilcles being
Imposed by the central organs of the Internatlional
and deserves to be examined In the |ight of events
which followed. However, 1t !5 certain that no
theoretical disagreement exlsted then between the
comrades of the Comm!ttee and Bordiga - apart from
a tendency hy thls comrade to "glve In" In the face
ot the encrmous pressure coming trom Moscow who
viewed this type of pronunclamente by the Itallan
Left as & break with the formal discipline which
existed In the name ot real revolutionary discipline
- an example which could have "Influenced® other
countrles, partlcularly the German Lett.

The Naples Conventlon, which was given the task

of declding whether or not to contlnue the work -
the Comm}ttee of Intesa, was obllged to proceed

in accordance with the majorlty. Bordiga was thus
put In a minorlty so that the party could carry

en the battle untl} the Lyon Congress snd not caplt-
ulate to the proscriptions of Zlinoviev, then Secretary
of the Internationai. In the space of a few months
the Lett, which at the National Conventlion of 1923
had been fn +he majorfty at all times and had telt
1tself to have the solldarity and sympathy of the
offlclal apparatus (a term which didn't have the
same significance as It later assumed In the history
of the workers' movement), found Itself siranded

in t+he desert. Thls fact Itselt merits a page In
the history of the |tallan Latt. However, for the
tirst time the most consclous comrades began to
recognise,ln all 1ts gravity and Importance, that
the very exlistence of fhls'currenf was slipping
away and becoming wrapped in thet largely artlficial
atmosphere in which Bordlga's thinking had bacome
lsolated and which now exlsted Ilke a slikworm In
the cocoon !t had woven tor .1tself.

1+ Is too easy and,moreoves too convenlent to
attribute the dissoiution of the Lett to Fasclsm

on the one hand and fo the Stallinlst reactlion on

the other. The fact remains thet from 1926 the

t.eft had practically ceased to exist inside the
Stalinlst Internationat. In additfon, all subsequent
developemnts In the ldeas, the pubifcations and

the organfsation of this current occurred without

the physlcal presence of Bordiga. For the most

part they diverged trom hls {ine ot thought and
aspecially trom his pollticat wattitude?, an attltude



that wes not accldental on hls part and which
would last untll the tall of Fasclsm.

Hhst we are dealing with then 1s the root cause

of lsoilatlon and lts connection to a particular
wey of seelng the ldeclogica! and political prob-
tems of Marxlsm. Bordlga never ceased to conslder
Russla as an sconomic entlty whose overriding
character was soclallst. For him [+ was only

. Steltn and The {nternational's pollcles which

had degenerated.

From this polat the positlons began %o dlverge:
While +he Lett would contlnue to move along the
traditlonal [ine lasplred by a dlalectlcal vlew
af history Ip general and of the struggle of the
proletarlat in particular - which led them fo

ses that the party and the tasks of the revol-
uttonary miiitla had been reduced to nothlng

as a result of the changed objectlve condltions

~ Bordiga remained cons!istent with his comp letely
determinist outlook and conformed to It here.

We have written "conslstent" without wishing to
sp!1t halrs asbout whether this courtesy to hlm
serves as an a posterior} Justitlcation of his
"dolng nothing" or whether the logic of his own
personal Interpretation of a rigldly determinlst

. premlss was to wlthdraw and walt for a radlcal

overturning of the new sltuation betore he felt
1+ would be posslble to once agaln speak of the

party and the revolutionary miltfla.

Anyway, Bordlga was to metlculousiy cbey thls
fmperative which meant that he took no part In
what the comrades organised In the Fraction Abroad
were dolng, Just as he had nothing to do with

the work of re—torming the flrst clandestine nuclel
which would eventually lead to the constitutfon

of the party. And, whet Is worse, lmmensely
important events tlke the Tnsurrectlon of the
Spanlsh proletarliat, the collapse of the Ipter-
natlonal and the 2nd Imperlallst War, went by
without clarlflcation or criticism and without

his theoretical contribution. Yet +thls work was
needed la order to ‘demonstrate the power and con-
+inulty of MarxIsm and, above all, to prepare

the Indlspensable means, In the shape of exper-

“fence and ldeas, for the future revival of the

class party.

We are not trying to launch a personal polemic
here but are only emphaslsing that the path of
Bordigism diverged from that of the Italian Left
for the same reasocn thet the dlalectical method
diverges trom determinlsm - a method which assumes
that the revoiutlon can do without the will of
man. ’

‘Thus 1+ was that Bordlga's over-long absence from

politlcal struggle, hls formal and sentimental
attachment tc the international and to the Russlan
economic experience, would lead him Intc serlous
errors ot perspactive. Thus, Instead of the counter-—
revolutlon and the soild role played by Imperfaiist
capltalism tn the war Bordliga theorised a distinction
between the capli+allst powers which were divided

on a scale of dlffarent degrees of responsibillty
{capttallsm number 1, capitalism number 2, etcl);
tnstead of the war belng universally capltallst

and obJectlvaely counter-revoiutionary - the ldea

fhat the bel!lgerents could be backward In reiatlon
+o one and progresslive in relatfon to others.

Thus, for us on the Left a really paradoxical situ-
atlon arose - ot having to defend that part of
Bordlga's +hinking which had tegltimateiy come to
be part of the tradition of the |tailan Left and

ot rejecting that which we understood to be un-
marxist and agalnst the Interests of the revol-
utfonary struggle. I[n a word, the Left found them-
salves wlth +he responsibill+y of having to defend
the Bordlga of before the dectine Ajalnst the
Bordlgism of the rotten masonlc ladge.

Thus 1+ was rovealaed Just how much of all thls could
be convincingly sttributed to 2 partlcular fiaw

in his mental make-up and how much, on the other
hand, should be put down to the "whim* ot the Intell-
sctual. This was an Intellectual who would t11}
his time with speculatlons about the class mifltia
interrupted by faclle paradoxes or historlcism Tyb-
fcal of someone who [s a compiete bourgeo!é.acédemic
engaged on dllietantist research and who has earned
himself the t1tle "progressive™ In academlc clrcles,

1+ remalns a fact that, from the constltution of

t+he party uatll today, the distinctlion we have drawn
here has become more preclisely and clearly deflned.
The party milltants are very ciear about the problems
which have In the maln contlrmed such a distinction,
to the polnt of provoking practtcal and organisa-
tlonal repercussions. However, 1t Is not a bad

ldea to look at them again from e distance and sub-

‘Ject them to an objective critlque which nevertheless
~Is consclous of an |talian Left too often contfused

with Bordlga and, what !s worse, with Bordiglsm.

Below Is a summary ot tho Idecloglcal and polltical
standpolnt of the ttaltan Lett, defined In an un—
equivocal way.

1. The dlajectical Interpretation of exlstence
and the world whlch comes from Marxlsm and whose
valldity has been confirmed by the viclssitudes
of the proletarlan struggie Is the Indlspensable
{nstrument of revoiutlonary theory and praxis.
From the, by now cbvlous, consideration that the
party Is devold of any hisforical content It It
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is detached from the class comes the recognltion

of the permanent need for concrets and indissoluble
tlnks between party end ciass. It s equally
abvlous that the class, fett to 1tselt, 1s confused
and dlsorlented and s therefore !ncapable of
sccomp!ishing 1ts historic tasks wlthout the
leadershlip of I+s party.

The revolutlon, the exercise ot the dlctatorship,
as well as the construction of the scclalls+t
soclety, are the results of the successful com-
b!natlon of these two fundamental subjective
forces and ths Interdependence between them.

In fact nothing would have happened In history
without the !ntervention of human »ill, just as
will would act In vatn If |t ceased to be the
element which reallses the objectlive forces by
which 1+ has been determined and In whlch [t has
1+s orlgtas.

Amongst the subjective forces In the revolutlonary
process there Is no determination (wllf) which

In Its turn 1s not determined. The Lett has Inter-
preted thls theoretical postuiate of Marxism to
mean that the ilnks between the party and the
masses, betwesn their strugqle and their Interests,
must be permenent. For the Left there are no

cb Jactive condi+lons under which these 11nks with
the masses must be broken, not even In the darkest
periods of reaction, because once you bow down
" and submlt to the enemy's pressure the historical
_untty of the class ceases fo exist and you have
passed bag and baggage over to capltallsm.

2. In semi-peacaful perlods, Just as much as
during reactlonary torment, the ttalian Lett has
repudlated the theory ot "temporary retirement®.
That ls, the ldea that the operation of capltallsm
1+self,by means of t+s own Internal mechanlcal
process, will Tnevitably lead to a reversal of

" the objective slituation and wii} atlow even retired
revolutionarles to take up thelr place In the
revolutlonary battte once again, having suddeniy
and almost mlraculously been brought back to life.
Such a spurious and talse anti-dlalectical daster-
minlsm which takes no account of the osclliating
nature of the struggle - the high and low points

of the proletarian movement; which, In ditticult
sltuatlons, cannot work ocut what to do or what

not +o do but Instead theorises "preventive
desertlon® - this has never been part of the trad-
{tton of MarxIsm as practised by revolutlonartfes
such as Lentn. The October Revolution was possible
not as a result of the sudden appearance of the
Bolshavix Party, but because thls party reprasented
- at+ a tlme when the masses were moving towards
Insurrection - the climax of decades of struggle.
This struggle had Invoived gruellling theoretical
trelning, disputes and splits, but durling these

the party had never Jost the least confidence In
the working masses, even when they seemed to be
absent or corrupted and domlnated by counter-—
revolutionary and treacherous forces.

3. The {tallan Laft considers the Russlan exper-
lence as never having gone beyond cepltallsm. In
partlicular, economic planning under the auspices

of the state, which was Initlaily orlented towards
the construction of soclallsm, has provided the
bas!s for the first major example of state caplt-
allsm: an organlc uniflcatlon ot economics and
pofi+lcs which 13 characteristic of the fInal phase
of monopoly capitalism's development.

4. The ttailan Left considers capl+talism as econ—-
omically, soclally and poiltlically an Integral whole,
with an objectively monolithic structure. Thls

Is the case even In those countrles which seem less
advanced and where the external signs of capitallsat s
unequal deveiopment are more obvlious. From this
consideration, which stems from the wost elementary
Marxlism {and which, because 1t 1s so elementary,
cannot satisty the theoretlical halrspiitters ) i+

fol lows that the Amerlcan economy Is no dltferent
from the Soviet economy - when vliewed In terms of
capttalist practice. In the same way, American
political policles are no different from +those of

the Soviet Unlon, whan vlewed In terms of the crim-
Inallty of a class which survives on war and the
exploltation of the workling masses throughout the
worid."12] :

THE PARTY

From 1964 +o 1982 the question ot the perty has
been a common element 1n all of Programma's crises.
This 1s something of a paradox when one takes Into
account that Programma's Bordigism has always
presentad this problem 1n peremptory and presump~
tively "lnvariant" terms. In the second half of
the 40s, when the task of reconstituting the politics
and organlsation of the ltallan Lett was underway
{wlthout the support of the great leader vwho was
st111 sutfering from the etfects of the cot lapse

of the 3rd international), Bordigs - the "super-
partyist® - continued to turn his nose up at the
party tor the simple reason thet in a period ot
post—war reconstruction +here "couid not be a place
for a revolutionary force to fthe left ot the PCI
{1+altan Communlist Partyl®™ In such a perlod It
would have been better 1t Bordlga had contlnued

the sxperlence of the Fractfon through an organlsed
party form which woutd have always had to take the
class struggle Intc account, whatever happened.
(Rather than a study group which, as such, could
not take upon itselt the task of Intervening In
those |Im}ted areas where the class struggle was
then belng fought.) '
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_Atter the 1952 spiit which perhaps occurred mors

through necessity than cholce, Bordiga was cen-
verted to the Ides ot the necessity for the perm-
anence of the class party. This absurdlty meant
that the one who saw no possiblitty of the
poliltico/organisational contlnulty of the party

= and In this respect his enthuslasm for the spllt

was second to none — contributed, despite himse!lft,
to the divislon ot the parent party Into two would-
be Internationallst partles.

Thus, polnts 7, B and 9 of Sectlon IV of the Theses

Distingulshing +he Party elaborated 1n 1852 soon
pffer t+he spllt state:

¥,.. the Party, even though numer lcally smakl
and onty weakly !lInked to the mass of the
proletariat and whilst stili Jealously guard-
‘Ing T*s theoretical tasks as a duty of the
$irst order, absolutely rafuses fto be con-
sidered as & clrcle of thinkers or slmply
a study group whose members, having consldered
yesterday's truths 1o be Insufficlent, have
lost sight ot them altogether In thelr search
tor new truths. i

The Party, desplte [ts restricted
‘numbers determined by the prevalling counter—
revolutionary condltlons, does not cease
to proselytise and propagandlse Its prin-
clples In every written and ora! form, even
If 145 meetlings sre sparsely attended and
Its press has only a limlted outlet.

I+ s events, not the w!ll of men which
+thus determine the extent of penetration
into the broad masses and {imit this to a
small corner of tha overall activity. Never-
theless the Party never misses an cpporiunlty
t+o enter any chink or crack since It well
understands thet there wiil be no revival
untl} this part of Its actlvity Is greatly
increased and becomes dominant.”

This doesn't say very much ~ I+'s only a small
step In the right directlion but formally It stands
In open conirast to the nlhilist positions of

a few months previously. In splte of this the
polttical existance of Programma In the decades
whlch followed was marked by strict lsclation

"from the class sfruggle and they even abandoned

those Ychinks" which only constant work Inslde
the class can allow to become "dominant” In
futurea, ’

In fact [+ was In this period that Programma re-
+raced 1ts steps, gave up Intervention and re-
nounced "that smal! corner ot the overail activity®"
In order to dedicate itseif to relterating the
Invarlance of the "sacred principies®. The theor-

~etical formulatlon which best expresses the essence

of the organisation throughout this period Is
that of the "historical party" and the "formal

party". At flrst glance it sgems that this dis-
+inctlon would help to define more precisely { though
from a rather obvlous basls) the possibilltles for
intarventton by the revolutlonary vanguard in re-
lation to the objective condltlons. Or, more
exactly, fn an openly counter-revolutionary sit—
vation, when the economlc, paittical and soclal
dominaticn of the bourgeolsle Is total and
consequently the response of the working class Is
at 1ts lowest level, or even non-ex!stent {(class

In 1+selt), the opportunities and possibilitles

tor the party are reduced to aimost nothing. The
very ilnks between party and class. can be broken
and an ever-deeper gultf develop betwesn the working
masses and thelr advance guard. From the evidence
ot frequent similar sltuatlons In the history of
the class struggle It Is Impossible for the party
to go beyond the condlitions Imposed by reallty by
appealing to wiil or by outbursts of voiuntarism.

In such conditlons the party must struggle essen—
tlally for {ts own continuity, organising on the
basls of 1+s chosen priorlties the better to adapt
to the force of clrcumstance. At the same time

1+ has +o contlnue to hold together, where they
ex1st, those tlnest of threads whlch keep It {Inked
to the Ilfe of the class; re—tying them the moment
they are broken; creating them anew 1f I+ Is starting
from a conditlon of absolute backwerdness.

In opposite clrcumstances, Tn & s{tuation of power-
tul resurgence ot class struggle, the party can

more easlly carry out 1ts rote as & palitical leader,
as a reference polnt for the siruggie, acting more
and more incislvely in those spaces for Interventlon
which "naturaliy" begin. o open up.

it the "historical/formai" dlstinctlon refers to
the real possibility of Interventlon In relation

+o a change In the objective cond!tlons, which means
that In counter—revoiutlonary perlads the party

s primarlly an organ for the conservatlion of the
programme and of theoretical eiaboration which
relagates - not by cholce but through necessity

- Interventlon In the class to sporadlic eplsodes;
and 1f by "formal party® it means the powerful and
effective role of raal leadership In the mass move-
ment; then the distinctlon can be accepted ~ on
condf+lon that the second situatlon is understood
to be a consequence of the tirst. The passage from
+he "historlcai® to the "formal” stage Is not only
determined by +he maturation of the objectlve con-
ditlons, but also by the party's capaclty to grow
wlth the contradlictory evolutlon of events, other—
wise the two phases cease o be two aspects of the
same process and assume a crystailised autonomous
form. Taken separateiy, the {Irst ends up becoming
a slave to the negatlive consequences of the counter-
revolutlonary pertod; the second becomes enthralled
by a mirage which gets increasingly out of reach.



in other words, 1f the party is Intended to be

the polltical Instrument of the class struggle

and always exlsts at dlfferent levels of Intensity

-~ whatever the situation {so long as capitallst
relations of production last), then the lowest
polnts and the perlods of upsurge are not the
only moments of class struggle vhere the party

- must understand how to act and tactically shape
Its Interventions. |f thls is not the case then
1+ moons that the party (a3 a poiltical tnstrument
only In particular moments of class siruggle (the
most favourable}, meking 1t an Intermittent and
episodic weapon for the class. in this case,
even though ecting fn good falth, there is an
Inavitable risk ot creating the condltions for
the Iiquidation of what already exlsts and what

- could porentiatly be developed from It.

I+ Is not & case of scme disciples, more

~ ®Bordigist® than Bordiga, having carried the

. orlginal -distinction between "historicai™ and
"formal® party to absurd leagths. in formal loglc
such an ‘extreme’ conclusion is possible but 1+
is, however, mistaken and has extrsmely dangerous
" tmpllcations for perspectives. 1+ inevitably
teads to the +heory that the party, the Instrument
of and political leader in the class struggle,

is not just restricted to acting In times of up-
surge In the class struggle but that I+ "must®

be born tn such perfods, or rather In pre—
revolutionary and revolutionary perlods. On the
other hand, 1ts presence in counter-revolutionary
. pertods would be Judged not so much useless as
dangercus - since In these perlods the party Is

" more eas!ly contamlinated by opportunism.

This Is a typical example of theoretical eiabor- .
ation leaving the dlfalectical method behlad In
the search for sechanical laws. Having rejectsd
the hyquhesls that in the least favourable
perfods the potltical wanguerd must do its utmost
4o malntaln or, wherever possible, to create those
" smali, tine ifnks with the class, there remalns
only one other hypothesis: that the objJective
condltlons, besides having the capacity to move
the class Into actlion, slso have the power of
spontanecusly creating all the conditlons most
- favourable to the blrth of the revolutionary
party. The mechanical sequence: crisis - revival
of class struggie - birth of the party Is the
"axirems conclusion- which resuits from theoretlcaily
‘breaklng up historical phases Intc watertight
compartments - [.,e. the separation of the emergence
of class struggle and the class's maln political
tnstrument, the party.

1* 1s one thing to state that the class struggle
‘experlences high and low polinis historicatly,

. dissppears.

according to the degree of conditioning by the
bousrgeolsle. [t Is another to state that the class
struggle dlsappears and with |+ the class and thus
the permanent necessity for I+s poilt+ical Instrument
Ever though Programms has not fol lowed
this peth to I+s timi+ {t Is always bringing Itself
Into 1ine with the Imsgined historlcat party, conQIj
cerned more wlth the reconstruction of the 'talmudian!
political programme than with the necessity to Interv-
ene in those chinks of struggle which open up from
+ime 4o +ime. Or, more exactiy, Programma s con-
cerned with combinlng both necessities {the hls-
torfcal and the formal party)thus maintaining itselt
razdy to plunge Into desperate activism when the
presumed crucial hour comes (from 3975, slc praedixlt
Amadeus Bordlgamus).

This raising to unquestioned dogma of the separation
between a counter-revolufionary today and a revol-
ytlonsry tomorrow, between the historlcal and the
tormal conditlons for the organisatton's exlstence,
meant that the more the historical party moved away
from the materlal) and soclal condltions of the class,
whether In terms of praxis or In terms of mental
attltude, the more the formal party came to have
mataphyslcal connotatlions.

The more the historlcal party came up agalnst Its
own Inevitable ltml+s, locked as I+ was !n the vice
of an unfavourable sltuation with a proletariat
which could hardly ralse 1+s hoad, the more the
projections of the Imaglination shaped the formal
party. Thls powertul, monollthle, omnisclent entlty
In which everything had been foreseen and resolved,
was so puffed up with [ts own Invarilance that. 1+ .
o longer considered Itseif simply as a political
tnstrument of the class struggle, but as the pre-
tiguration ot sociallsm Itselt, or rather as a pol-
it+ical monad. As such this single selt-enclosed
entity overcomes every type of contradiction and,
as the organised expression of Infalllibtilty, i+
slone can be the subject ot the prolefarian
dictatorship: a subJect which doesn't tolerate any
form of Internal dlscussion, much less democracy,
even direct democracy.

While Programma's dally exl!stence has been character-
Ised by tactlcal Interpretations mare tn accordance
with the lavs of mechanics then with a historlcal
determinlst view, [ts future actlivity - because

I+ 1s not bound by the possiblllty of {mmedlate

confirmetlion or non-conflrmation - Is wide open

to ldealist outhursts of great Iq?ensifv.

If the party !s understood as the consclous vang-
guard of the class, the only instrument capeble

of elaborating tactlcs, strategy and a programme
{political conditlons for the revolutionary over-



throw of capitallst soclety); 1t it ts seen a&s rep-
resenting the maximum level of class consciousness,
+his Is &l & correct Marxist formulatlion. 1f

the formal party 1s understood as embodying 1ts
*historlcal® to the absolute !lmlt, aimost as

a demlurglé flgure, rivalllng God for all hils
powers, then thls Is the materlal for ldeallst
specutation. ‘ :

The loglcal consequence of thls supposed Infall-
Ibillty is the conceptlon of the party as purs

and perfect, Immune from any possiblllty of error,
exercising 1+s dictatorshlp outslds of and over

the class while i¥s Internal iife proceeds without
any need for checking agalnst reallty or dlscusslon
because *avery+h?ng" has been thought out and pre—
dicted beforehand {the theoreticai presupposition -
ot organic centralism ~ the bureaucréflc expreasslon
of Invartance}. Thls Is closer to the definition
of a‘reltglous order than to a political conception
of human belngs struggling for thelr emanclpation. .

Glven these posltlons 1t was Inevitable that when
dlfferent periods ot class struggle presented
the party with the problem of detlning Its role

two distinct and difticult-to-reconcliie tsndencles

would emerge on the terraln of Intervention. -
The "nothing can be done" vlewpolint, foliowed

by the sctivist viewpolnt: precursors of dogmatism
on the one hand and opportunism on the other.

Programma, notwithstanding the fanumerable spflfs
- all centred round the questlcn of the role of

‘the party and Intervention - has never escaped .

from this dualfsm. [is two "souls" have always
co—exfsted and when thelr lrreconc!lablilty has
emerged there have been lrreparable breaks with
&l the attendant after-etfects. :

Footnotes to the artlicle

[1] Because the PSI {itallan Soclallst Party) had
not heen faced wlith some of the historlc cholces
faced by other parties of the Second intermational
In 1914 there was no obvious breaking polat wlth
the RIght Wing of Turat! and the Cenirlsts of.
Serratl. After the Boishevlk Revolution absten—
tienism In elections against the corrupting par!—
tamentary practice of the Soclalist Parfy seemed

to the [faltan Lett the correct tactic to distin-
gulsh Itself from the bourgeols soclal demccrats
and a means of helghtening prolefarlah awareness

ot the need for its own organ of-goveﬁnm&n? -

the Sovlet. For more Information about the Italian
Left In English, see Ravolutlonary Perspectives -
19: "The ltallan Leff and fhe Permanent Need for
Party”. :
[2]1 In tact this quofaflon comprisas an arflcle
which orlglnally appeared in Prometec under +he -
+1+le "Crisls of Bordiglsm? - Perhaps. In any
case It's‘not a crisls of the ltallan Leti".
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A NEW ERA FOR
COMMUNIST PROGRAM

The latest crisis ot Programms Comuniste hlghllghfs the analysls of the previous articie. Yet agaln

Progrln-a's contuslon over The perty's role snd tasks have led 1T to split.

Het'e we asre taking the

. opportuntty ¥o re-publish tn Engllsh an articie which was originally published In Battag!la Comunista

no. 18, 1982 and no.t. 1983,

To admit one's errors is certainly a
sign of maturity. For revolutionaries a
critical examination of method - even
when it 1s inspired by exceptional
circumstances,  such as -an internal

crisis - 1@ a practice as necessary as
it 1s  healthy. "Communist Program
(henceforth Programma) appears to have
entered on ‘this path. Its

self-criticism is 411 the more
surprising, given the seriousness of the
reasons for it and the open admissions
Programma has had to make concerning 1ts
own crisis. “"Above all there is an
obvious political and organisational
crisis, in the second  place there
appears, on the surface, to be two
antithetical ways of considering social
contradictions and the intervention of
the Party in theam.

“rhis political and organisational
crisis", the self-criticism continues,
“,s therefore a reflection of a4
political vagueness which it is claimed
' accompanies organisational  precision
_Alongside this aspect there 18
another, also linked to the vagueness of
the tactical ~ lines defining our
activity: i.e. the development of two
different conceptions of activity to be
followed in relation to the working
clasg - and to movements of social
struggle, vhich are already expressions
of the contradictions in social reality.
From this point of view the Palestinian
question, which vas so important 1in the
. internal c¢risis, is only one of  the
knots to be unravelled.”
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To sum up:

they ‘admit having been
mistaken in everything. The first error
was that of not knowing how to give the
organisation a homogeneous political.
line for-analysing social phenomena and,
thus, ~“intervention; the second was
attempting to get round thie obstacle

(and  what an  obstacle!) by an’
administrative, bureaucratic and
centralising practice "aimed at

containing and smoothing - out every .
internal contradiction. '

Are these problems caused -just by =&

false way of looking at the internal

_organisation of the Revolutionary Party,

which goes by the name of organic
centralism? - Or are there other, more
profound directions which - Programma's

" re-thinking must take?

It is by now passé, not to say banal, to
shut the door after the horse has holted
by saying: "a party which makes no
mistakes cannot exist, it is very
difficult to create a party which knows
how to correct itself. It is this that
we are attempting to do. On the other
hand, Marxism teaches us that he is
right who makes the least mistakes, not
he who never makes. any." Is this
genuine self-criticism? Perhaps. But
we don't want such an attempt at modesty
to be merely a temporary inversion of
the arrogance that has always
characterised the Programmists’
political being.

On the

subject of party errors and



misconceptions, in the "Ecclesisa
Programmorum” of the recent past,
whenever the problem of intervention was
considered it was as the basis for a
rhetorical exercise and one heard talk
of the crystalline purity of the
doctrine, of the desired ideological
monolithism, of the infallible Party, of
the prefiguration of socialism, etc.

Our doubts remain. Too often we have
seen about~-turns, accompanied or
unaccompanied by self-criticism (usually
unaccompanied), regarding problems of
major significance, 1like those of the
unions or of national liberation wars,

without witnessing an adequate
vorrective analysis. But this is
certainly not the peint. Here we limit
ourselves to taking note of
- gelf-criticism, whether or not it 1s
Programma's, since the issues (treated

are of general interest, and we intend
making our contribution to them, whether
or not this has been reguested.

Dualiss as Aluays

Very often in the history of the
workers' movement, today as in the past,
and especially when the class struggle
stagnates - {that is,  when “the
bourgeoisie's political and economic
domination does not allow the expression
of working class aspirations except in a
limited and episodic way), parts of the

vanguard have believed they could
interpret the "feel” of the time in ways
which are not only different but
opposite. Either they have believed
nothing is8 to be done, or they have
embraced the most frenetic activism. In
the first case, even where this is

completely undeclared or just hinted at,
the way of relating to the class'
confrontations,
ig indifferentism. In the second, the
necessary and unavoidable activity of
the political wvanguard even if it 1186
situated within a framework of a very
weak class struggle, is transformed into
an acktivism which i@ the more frenetic
the more the external situation appears
to be unassailable.

The indifferentist position cdmpletely
divorces the tasks of revolutionaries

its problems and needs,

24

- this to the outside world

from the external situation and arrives
at the conclusion that there is nothing
to be done "outside". The tasks of &
vanguard are thus necessarily limited to
preserving the principles, to the most
absolute observance of their invariance,

to the theoretical elaboration of the
most important political and economic
questions, to the development of the
future cadres, without taking any of

because to
do so is considered not just useless but
even dangerous for the organisation and
its militants.

To receive from the outside, to
elaborate, without returning the fruits
of ite political work was the forwmula
through which the Party was supposed to
remain uncontaminated and escape all
forms of opportunism. The corocllary of
this position could be nothing other
than sectarianism, the most obscure
"fnvariantism", with a metaphysical
conception of a pure and infallible
Party. Such a Party was not intended to
be the political instrument of the class
struggle, reflecting and conditioning
the contradictory movement of the class,
but rather the fruit of a laboratory
investigation, photographing the
contingent aspects of social events in
negative and postponing their
deQelopment until better times.

Apart from the problem of method, one of

the most serious consequences of the
attendist thesis (i.e. that it is
necessary to wait for favourable

conditions before engaging in political
work in the ¢lass) is the distortion of
the r6le and function of the Party by a

false interpretation of the class
struggle and the way in which it is
expressed. )

Revolutionaries are not given the task
of deciding when, but only how teo
intervene. The Party, or rather the

political vanguard of the class, when it
is in a position to act at all, does not
choose when to intervene in the class,
even less does 1t choose not to da so.
Instead it adjusts the way in which it
intervenes, the tactical aspects of its
intervention, in line with its internal
forces and the external situation. All



The

that the vanguard
" only on its roéle.

this takes place on the basis of
unavoidable objective conditions which
the Party cannot change, but which,
nevertheless, it cannot fail to form &
part of, on pain of diminishing ite rbdle
as a political vanguard.

The first such tendency is that which
gives the vanguard the task of
organising in fractions not Parties, or
rather of studying, elaborating, of
pointing the way forward, but not of
entering the life of the class struggle.
The second, the legitimate daughter of
the first, foresees the necessity of the
Party only in historical moments when

the level of the <class struggle
autonomously supplies the effective
conditions for the selzure of power.
Finally, there is a third tendency

which, although admitting the need for a
Party even in counter-revolutionary
periods, limits its r6le to that of
being a mere spectator of events, & more
or less qualified commentator on ‘the
political reality which surrounds it.

The activist tendency,
been much more businesslike. In the
midst of the class it has never made
"distinctions" of the sort
described as to the type of organisation
should provide, but

Although admitting
that external factors exert some sort of
conditioning effect which, willy-nilly,
must be taken account of,
voluntarist side of the activist
position ends by wanting to force,
without success, the mechanisms which
lie behind this external immobility.

conversely, has

In other words, activist voluntarism,
believing it has found in the vanguard's
immobility the primary cause of all
disorders, whether internal
(organisational) or external (tenuous or
non-existent links with the working
class), throws itself into  every
situation, pursues any and every episode

just -

the.

"there 18 nothing to be done
position” sand its attendist appendix,
‘once theorised and codified as the
vanguard's mode of existence in - the
class struggle, gave birth to the
political "tendencies" which today are
aligned in the revolutionary "milieu®.

" unegquivocally
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class.

‘how does

and coomits the opposite error: that is,
of becoming enveloped in the situation
and aspects of the wmerely contingent,’
and remaining ensnared therein.
Workerism, spontaneism, economiswm, in a
word, opportunism, are the most
immediate dangers faced by the
voluntarist tendency, as socon as it
enters on the road directly opposite to
attendism.

In both capes we are in the presence of

theoretical elaborations and political
practices which, each in its own way,.
fail to answer the question of

intervention, of tactics, of the correct
relation between Party and <class,
independently of the intensity of class
struggle. :

The Question of Tactics .

Returning to Programma, it sceems - that
its self-criticism takes the bull by the
horns, by admitting that within itc
breast there dwell two souls, whose
existence can somehow . be traced back to
the methods of voluntarism and activism.

Thus, indeed, we read: "Alongside this
aspect," (the political-organisational
crisis - editor's note) “there is

another, also linked to the vagueness of
the tactical lines defining our
activity: 1.e. the development of two
different conceptions of dctivity to be:
followed in in relation to the working
and to movements of social
struggle, which are already .expressions
of the contradictions in  social
reality." Further on, to make the
concept explicit, the text continues:
“The problem is posed in these terms :
the Marxist Communist Party
intervene in movements which necessarily
do ‘not have a purely proletarian.
character (here we have in mind the
Palestinian national demands) or which
advance demands which are so limited
that - they therefore are unable to
overcome the contingent
dominated by bourgeois or opportunist or
collaborationist forces?".

the background - question
emerges: V"Here we limit
ourselies to observing that (wvith regard

And . here

framevork -



of a

,rbie

to the Party’s activity) two convergent
errors have traditionally ‘been
committed: 1) that of ignoring in
practice the real movements as not
sufficiently mature and limiting oneself
to explaining their maturation 1n
propagandist terms; 2) despite the
formal homage paid to Marxist theory and
the allegedly wmore . radical future
struggle involving the entire
proletariat, that of seeing only the
present movement  and in practice
abandoning oneself to it. They are two
tendencies" -
"which start from a common theoretical
[law, which condition each other 1In
turn, giving & single organisation’s
activity the dusl character of the
antithesis between both 'activism' and
'academicisy’. Within this false
antithesis the history of our formal
organisation has been fought and is
partly still being fought." Not bad as
admissions go. Quite apart from
polemics, it seems to us,.at the time of
the thirtieth anniversary of the formal

existence of Programma, that such
important prohleﬁi have remained
unsolved for an inordinate length of
time. " For an organisation which
believed and  claimed that it ~ had
resolved, both on the formal . and
historical plane all .the problems
inherent to the construction of the

world Communist Party (here reference to
Hordigs was mandatory), admissions of
this type are not a tribute to sincerity
and to the fecundity of self-criticism,
but are  rather a .hymn to political

irresponsihility.

Independently of this serious split and
411  the others preceding it, the
organisation's politics have led it into
the dilemma of either opening itself to
vlass struggle in the ascetic guise of
contemplative academicism, or else of
throwing itself  into the fight

regardless and thereby joining with all

the other movementists.

This reveals not only the manifest lack
correct and unitary method for
facing and resolving the problem of the
and  function of the political
organisation of the class struggle, but
slso the sorry . situation that the

the author concludes - -

If

supposed Party recognises itself as such

only in thess two extreme positions,
without ever being able to consider a
third T“hypothesis" and thus correct
itself.

In other words, one asks Prograwma how
to bridge the gap between one bank - on
which there lies strategic visions,
analytic capacity, fundamental
theoretical acquisitions - and the
other, . on which there cavorts the
spontaneity of the class struggle; how
Lo face up to - "movements which
necessarily do not have a purely
communist character”.

the class struggle wae able to
autonomously express itself in terms of

communist aims, even 1if through the

- purifying crucible. of partial defeats

~and retreats,

" political

1f
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then there would be no
need for a Party, the class would not
need to have ite vanguard expressed as a
re{erencé point which knows
how to make the immediate and final
goals compatible and how to. pass {from
one to the other. If things were like
that, the only. task of revolutionaries
would be to dissolve themselves into the
movement, making sure they remained
attached to it, and working individually
to ensure that the final aims contained
in the movement were not dispersed.

the twists and turns in the class
struggle do not occur like this, and for
Leninists this is irrefutable, the
necessity for the effective presence of
the class Party, far from conforming to
one of the two positions defined above,

stems from its sole aim of bringing
about  the maturation of communist
objectives from those aspects of the

class struggle which do not and canhot

have such aims. Whatever the time ovr’
place the class struggle is impeded and’
influenced by the economic and social .
circumstances which producé it. "pure"

movements exist neither at the beginning

nor at the end of a class movement, and

this is even more true in the absence of

a class Party.

In Poland as in Palestine the birth of a
class response must start from the
particular “gbiective" conditions, which



do- not correspond in any way to the
aspirations of "pure” communists. In
Palestine the masses move on the terrain
of :nationalism, in Poland on that of
democratic and economic demands. The
role of the vanguard, if it exists, and
of revolutionaries in general, is to
change the political content which these
movements spontanecusly give themselves
so as to direct them onto communist
terrain, neither abandoning them as
"insufficiently mature”, nor tailing
them as the "real" expression of the
class struggle or as the only possible
area for action.

To repeat, the dialectical
relation between the Party's work (i.e.
its capacity for intervention given its
own limitations) and the spontaneous,
sometimes chaotic and contradictory, but
never pure, movement of the class based
on specific economic and ‘political
demands (which not even the class itself
has chosen, but which are obstacles in
the early stages of its development), is-.

correct

found neither within the movement as
such nor outside it.

The r&le of the Party consists of:
interpreting the initial - conditions,
discovering in them their 1limits, and

surpassing them by embracing a tactic

which takes account of the specific
conjuncture and the available
.opportunities. This is in order to

prevent the class movement from losing
momentum or, worse still, from reacting

agdinst the original economic demands
and extinguishing them with false
_ political aims. ' '
In  practice, what this means for
national - liberation wars, once the
historical period of the progressive

bourgeoisie is definitely closed (for us
this period has been over for some time)
and - for economic demands,' is  that’
revolutionaries neither have the task of
tailing the nationalist movement nor of
limiting themselves to the level of the
economic demands of union struggle.
Rather, their task is to start from this
existing basis and raise the level of
the class struggle so that it aims for
higher goals, taking good to
fall into the atlendist error for fear

care not
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‘palestinian question:

whole meaning of a struggle

themselves to the

. words,

of dirtying their hands, or into the

activist ‘error of jumping in and
fighting to the death for the sake of
"concreteness” without being able to
jump out. again. At first glance it

would appear that Programma is embarking .
on a third road, which although still a
long one, is certainly more direct: "In
the real dialectic, the revolutionary
Party is that force which, although '
starting from -positions obscure to the
mass movement, assists the real
pressures in history which allow the
approach and finally the union between
the real and the communist
movement."”

movement

The formulé is a bit obscure, but, apart
from the alleged existence of two
movements within a single Pprocess,. we
seem to be in the presence of a correct
approach for dealing with the gquestions
the class struggle poses. o

"read  further on, on the
“it is necessary,
to recognise the
in action:

But we

on the  other hand,

we consider positive the rictorious
outcome of the basically bourgeocis
struggle against Israel's colonialism
whether or not we, or the proletarian
movement in general, are able to
influence it." There is no doubt, given
the  state of the international

- revolutionary forces, that Programma

speaks without any real.possibility.ofi
influéncing ‘the Palestinian events 1in

any way: nevertheless, it is not the

task " revolutionaries to adjust
situation by saying
that it is "positive". Even if.only in

" one does not work for "the
approach and finally the union between
the movement and the communist
movement” by judging the former positive
in the absence of the latter. The doubt
is whether, for Programma, the positive
aspect remains even when influential

cof -

real

‘communist forces manifest themeslves.

With regard to union activity too, the
method is unchanged: “In fact, our
activity of intervention in struggle
has, for years, been limited to the
level of union demands. This 1is the

truth. But this basis, the problems it



- contribution,

has posed, its obvious narrowness, made
us realise the necessity for widening
our horizons, caused us to discover all

the other practical bases for
intervention, and these - women's
demands, housing, antimilitarism,
. repression and all’ the othen

manifestations of social contradictions

- gave us new weapons and greater
confidence in {facing the very same
economic and union struggle.”

Very good! But this does not take

account of the fact that the primary
‘task ©f a communist Party lies not s0O
‘much in the search for new and wider
horizons for its commitment to struggle;
not so much the search for practical
economic bases alongeide other practical
bases dealing with general politics, but

of giving & pelitical weaning to
economic struggle.

It is obvious that; given a struggle
with . certain limits, all possible

efforts should be made to organise and
extend it, but it is just as obvious
" that if these limits are not overcome
through effective political propaganda,
one could organise and extend all the
. struggles in the world without making
the slightest contribution to the
revolutionary maturation of the working
class.

What has always distinguished communists
from dl11 the bourgeois~-radical forces,
in the past and today, is not their
propensity for struggle (this should be
given fact) but their political
without which all
expressions of social revolt would end
fby being irredeemably defeated.

a

The Palestinian Question

Among the several reasons for
_ Programma‘s devastating internal crisis
the Palestinian question could not fail

. to 'be enormously important. First of
all, whether they liked it or not, the
issue  of the Middle East, as all
practical issues, came into conflict
with those two self-acknowledged souls
which,  when faced with a “real"
situation, were incapable of making an

that avoided either

analysis
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indifferentism or uncritically following
the movement. In the second place, the

Palestinian question becawe important
because 1in an organisatfon such as
Programma, which pretends so much to be
monolithic ‘and invariant, tendencies
ranging from almost ' - unconditional
support for the bourgeois objectives of
the PLO to an attendism, religiously
awaiting the emergence of "true" class

struggle, could not be tolerated. The
existence of a third hybrid position,
conditionally supporting the Palestinian

‘bourgeoisie and making an: 1li-concealed

distinction between the progressive
r8les of the bourgeois and proletsrisn
programmes, only added to the problem.
Above all, it is unacceptable that
amongst such ideological confusion, the
split” in the organisatidn "only takes
place when one of the “tendencies"”
decides to give up on the grounds that
it is useless, not to say harmful, to
remain inside the organisation, while
the latter hasn't prevented it in any
way from opportunistically reconciling
the orthodox with the unorthodox.. the
real with the unreal, the possible with
the impossible.

Up until two years ago it was much
easier for Programma to contain various
approaches to the "social question". If

one accepts. the Bordigist axiom that
bourgeois revolutionary movenents (as
the political expressions < .of the

economic superseding of feudal relations
of production) are always progressive,
it follows that revolutionaries must
support them. This means that, whenever
the level of class struggle allows it,
the international proletariat and its
political guide (always Programma) must

give direct assistance to - such
movements. In addition to this
Programma also adds the concept of
support for the political victory of

these bourgeois forces, whenever it is
not in & position- to give any concrete

aid.

having been any
in the relations

Now, without there
sipnificant changes
between the national interests of any
national bourgeoisie and . imperialism,
Programma suddenly announces the end of
this historical period. This is in the



context  of international market
processes that were consolidated decades
ago,' @nd.' moreover, without providing
any explanation whateoever. They
describe the. . bourgeoisie which still
works on the terrain of national
independence  as non-progressive and,
consequently,  deserving of neither
support nor acclaim. The tactical
conclusion . is that today communists
should not subordinate the cornerstones
of the proletarian revolution to
bourgeois national interests, even in

situations- where - because of
underdevelopment as a8 consequence of
imperialist = domination = the first
manifestations  of class struggle
inevitably assume a bourgeois,

nationalist character.
And here the problems start.

In Programma Comunista no 20, October
1982 we read, in deference to the new
approach "We will treat this national
struggle not as s bourgeois- revolution
to be completed, but as the consequence
of & national factor within a situation
where capitalism is already established.
In -this situation therefore the
bourgeéisie and the proletariat have no

common tasks and the Arab bourgeoisie
confronts the non-Arab bourgevisie
within the framewvork: of world
imperialism, demanding a Palestinian
national state: a demand which a&lso
‘corresponds - as wé shall see - LO the
present Interests of Palestinian and

Arab proletarians and which for them 1s
a4 necessary bridge 1n their passage
towards the communist revolution."

contradiction
that “the

There is ~ an obvious
between the premise
bourgeoisie and the proletariat have
therefore no common tasks™ and the
conclusion that admits of a coincidence
between "the present interests" of the
tvo classes on the national question.
Oon the previous page there is a
different, .blatantly contradictory
approach to the same question: "Applying
this concept to the struggle of the
Palestinian proletariat - wvhich
naturél]y does not intend to renounce
fighting for a return to the territory
it was driven from - meaas that

communists not only do not contrﬁ;t the
primary aim (the proletarian struggle in
the strict sense) and the secondary (the

struggle for national . self-
determination) but they do not even
formulate a consistent strategy for

using the second = as 8 sort of
stepping~stone to the first." And just
to make the transition from the struggle
for national self-determination to the
communist revolution even ~ more
confusing, ten lines below one reads:
"it is necessary, on the other hand, to
recognise the whole wmeaning - of &
struggle - in action. We consider
positive the victorious outcome of the
basically bourgeois struggle ‘against
Israel's colonialism whether or not wve,
or the proletarian movement in general,
are able to influence it."

At first they consider the struggle of
the Palestinian proletariat for national
self~determination Yan essential
stepping-stone", a kind of springboard

towards the communist revolution;
subsequently, the same struggle, with
its partial objectives, .is not . to be
understood tactically as a
“stepping-stone” for a -future.
transformation into  the communist
revolution. And to complete the circle,
disregarding the original approach,
which declared the end of the historical
period . of  progressive bourgeois-
democratic revolutions, whi;h'_implied
that the tasks of revolutionaries no

longer consists of support or acclaim

for these historical experiments, they
consider  positive . "the victorious
outcome of the basically bourgeois

struggle against i1srael's colonialismn".

Even if one reads the sentences twice,
the confusion remains. It seems as if
Programma's writers are more interested
in remaining trapped within two opposing
positions, tolerating  all = the
contradictions, than they  are in
attempting to escape via a more thorough
consideration of the question.
Programma lacks & clear perspective on
how the Arab proletariat, as well as the
Palestinian proletariat, should begin to

act, on the basis of its own specific
reality, against - the interestis of
imperialism - and the national



- have

bourgeoisies. Given this lack of
perspective, they address themselves to
- the false and irrelevant quegtion of up
to which point and in which form
bourgeolis demands should be supported or
directly advocated.

“This is the only way to explain
Programma's approval for the Palestinian
bourgeoisie's possible victory over the
Israeli bourgeoisie, and 1its obvious
~difficulty - in defining the role of
" communists (given they exist and are
. organised) in the bourgeois-democratic
_revolution. They do not know whether or
not this revolution should be used as &
‘stepping-stone, as an essential bridge,
- towards the objectives of the socialist
revolution. But there is something else
‘to be emphasised, another gem from this
_very rich source. "It has emerged from
- internal discussions that it 1is very
"difficult to act in s consistent fFashion
in such a vay that the Party is able to

‘recoghnise ;he‘ limited nature of &
struggle, without this mecaning in
© practice that it has teo give it up-

This has been markedly illustrated by
the Middle Eastern situation, where in
" Prograsma Comunista we are primarily
.concerned with showing the tendency ol
.an on-going struggle to assume & social
‘and proletarian nature in practice,
-'This tendency is for us the
| important component of such a struggle.”

_ Up until two years ago Programma, when
_confronted by similar problems, would
taken up defensive position
_around its two souls" and everyone
_would have been happy. One, Lhe
T attendist (maximalist) soul would have
‘remained huddled on the shore of
-unsullied Marxist principle whilst
waiting for the Palestinian events to
pive birth to pure procletarian
" movements, uncontaminated by bourgeois
and nationalist ideology- The other,
- the movementist (Menshevik) soul, would
"~ have supported or acclaimed (depending
"on the circumstances and the balance of
forces) the PLO, or would have preached
‘that the Palestinian proletariat take up
‘pationalist demands as its own, seeing
~that the Palestinian bourgecisie had
" shown itself incapable of pursuing
“those.

most

. between the first and the second.
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Today this no longer seems to,-be the
case. No more attendism with. regard to
soclal conflicts, even where these are
politically backwurd; no more taillsm
when considering the particular,
secondary, features of a situation. Now
taking account of and is
"Lthe principal element”,
the dynamic of the class struggle.
*But" the article continues - "to
respond correctly to situations it is
necessary also to see what is the most
important element - not so much in our
eves, theoreticians of
proletarian movement - but in those of
the participants in the struggle. " And -
this the 'secondary' question,
historically destined become less
important, assumes all the importance of
a principal issue."

is
in

Programma
interested

as

is how

to

“the
conclusions.

The confusion continues, premises
never agreeing with the
gut bofore considering the relationship
between primary and secondary issues, it
is necessary to get rid of ‘the false
antithesis between what is important, :n
"our eyes as theoreticians of  the
proletarian movement", and in the eyes
of those inhabitants of another galaxy,
the "participants in the struggle”. '

In the era of rotting imperialism, with
the decadence of internatioral
capitalism making a third world war
there are no genera.
"theoretical” interests, the exclusive
property of a political wvanguard, and
"this worldly", contingent
with their overwhelming
wretchedness for the
without there being the
of overcoming the gap
This
is true of the class struggle wherever
it oecurs, even in areas least favoured
by economic development = and with
unfavourable political circumstances.

imminent,

other,
interests,
burden of
eppressed,
possibility

The alternative is not that either we
are faced with politically
struggle where the appropriate stratepy
and tactics are the primary sort - such
as would deiight the "theoreticians of
the proletarian movement', or that
are confronted with a struggle where the
are fighting for  limited,

a mature

we

combatants

the -



sectional interests, thus
priority to the latter - that 1s turning
secondary into principal interests and
at the same time waving goodbye to the
connunlat-revqlution.

giving

AS soon ‘as .you split the
(becauqe it -exists) from the general
(because it g ‘&lways imagined to be
merely poteritial and nothing is done to
make it real) you have made an encrmous
step toqsrdu‘opporbuﬁism. In fact this
distinction between theoretical and
concrete_intergctl-dbeu not correspond
to the reality. There is no logical
schema -~ which  supplies -~ & communist
strategy, which will be valid tomorrow,
and a tactic for the concrete Bituation
to which all else fs subordinate in the
short term. ‘The class strugpgle doesn't
consist of a - communist movement and a
real movement running on parallel lines
with people setting out either on the
one (primary) or the other (secondary).
What exists is the spontaneous, confused

particular

and - very often contradictory
self-expression of the working class,
based on  partial and contingent

interests both in the economic sense and
on the level of political demands. The
political vanguard of the class, or
rather the Party, if it exists and if it
is capable of operating, must, no matter
how difficult - and how long the process,
intervene in this struggle Lo mave it
beyond its original content and provide
it with &  general revolutionary
perspective., . - Any - other standpoint 1is
highly dangerous and all the more so if
it.is turned into a formula.

Palestinian

Moreover,  as far as the
3 banal

' question - goes, Programma's
either-or schema cannot account for all
the economic - conditions: from the
presence of international imperialism to
the 1ntéfeitl‘oflthe Arab bourgecisie,

from the Palestinian bourgeoisie's
aspirations’ for indepedence to the
- Still

proletariat'e living conditions.
less can the theoretical justification
of the alterndtion’hetween primary and
seconda:y issges bé'agcepted.

_other  hend,

Oon the Programma's
cpportunism’ regarding the modern
' of - national

analysis _ imperialism,

liberation and .bourgecis  movements :1-
not & new thing. The only novelty is in
the theory  of contradictions which
reveals & surprising affinity both . in
form and content with another, more

influential, opportunism - Maoism.

When Mao found himself cérrying out in
practice a war of national liberation in
the conflict with Japanese imperialism
during the middle of a civil war, he wap
aiming to install a‘dictatbrshib uhich.
in. political and economic content,  was

bourgeois. Having ‘had ‘to divert the
great majority of the .Chinese poor
peasantry and proletariat onto this

capitalist terrain, he was obliged to
develop the theory of contradictions, of
the alternation between . primary and
secondary questions in order to defer to
an ever more distant . . future the
dictatorship of the proletariat and to
bring ever closer the dictstorship of
"the four revolutionary classes".

Let's turn from Programﬁa'for'élnoment
to quote Mao: "In capitalist societies

the two contradictory forces, . the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, Form
the main contradiction. ~ The other
contradictions, for example  the

contradiction between what remains of
the feudal class and the bourgecisie,

the contradiction -  between . the
petit-bourgesis peasantry and. - the
bourgeoisie, ..e, _the contradiction

between  imperialism "and the colonles,

etc., these are all determined and
influenced by this - - priﬁary
contradiction. : o

In semi-colonial cpbntriés isuphi'as
China, the relationship  betveen the

. primary contradictions and the secondary

A

contradictions forms a complex picture.
When imperialism uu)enshes a war of
aggression against a country 'of this
type, the various classes ofigsugh a
country._ Apart from & handful ',Of
traitors, .are able to temporarily unite
in order to carry on 4 ‘national war
against -imperialism: - The -contradiction
between - imperialism _and ‘that 'country
then becomes the main ‘contradiction,
vhereas. all the contradictions between
the various tlasses _ 7
(including the primary. contradiction)

in- _the country



N‘dre temporar:]y relegated to second

ﬂplace and assume secondary inportance.”

and
the

place
content,

ti"‘
not in

iTransferred in
situation, but

-~ Maoist argument about the transformatton:

"“of -primary issues into secondary Oones,

Clemerges as follows from Maoism's
" unintentional heirs. In the Lebanon, ag
in  all capitalist countries in the
" world, the class struggle expresses
- jiself between bourgeois and imperialist
“interests on the one hand and
~ proletarian interests on the other and’
‘ Lhis represents the primary
~contradiction.. But in reality this does
“not  happen. The Palestinian
wreoletariat, under the political
infiuence of 1its "own" bourgeoisie,

“ expresses nationalism, which should be a-
according to

- secondary - lssue. But,
_“Programma: Wit is necessary also to see
~what is the most Important element not
NG much in our eyes af theoreticians of
‘the proletarian movement but in those of

fthe.partzczpants in the struggle.
Ethjs is how the 'secondary' question,
“historically destined to become less

important, assumes all the importance of
~a principal issue."
;Purfect. as long as the logic of the
srgument is accepted and no
“assail  the reader. According to
gProgramma, the national question, not
.:pro}etgrian revolution, is now on the
.ﬁgeqda in the Lebanen. The primary
:1§sues'give way to the secondary. Why?
" First  of all, because in Programma's
..eyes, national liberation is a concrete
- issue which inspires both the
. bourgeoisie and the proletariat to act,

.whereas the proletarian revolution and,-

: . its
. development appear to be far away. In

the subjective condition for

"~ Lhe second place, Programma argues, they
ccéannot underestimate the
‘spark off social events.

impulses

;Allsthis is true, but it is also true
LFbé;:_;he task of the revolutionary.
minority is not to adapt to a situation
.. bécause it is a given concrete fact,
_¢st111 ‘less to close its eyes to the
‘hdhlc cauqes, which &8 such can cn]\

VNbrlng into being partial and. politically
© wrroneous economic demands.

nor

3z

" opportunistic

And

doubts

rather to develop & tactic  of
intervention in the real dynamic of what
starting from - the
"objective" situation, and pointing out
both-- its econowic and  politicel
l1imitations, in order to brzdge Lhe gap,
which 1is not temporal. buk political
between - the confused, and - spunhtanecus,
manifestations of the class struggle,
where bourgeois  and petit~bourgeois
ideas. predominate, and class struggle
with a communist content. :

53 haprening,

This all assumes the unproven hypothesis
that there are political revolutionary
forces in a position to operate in the
situation in question; if this is not
the main issue would be ‘to create

0,
the subjective conditions = or to
encourage  those which ~.are ‘there
embryonically, without for: all that

throwing oneself into the arms -of thea
inventing or ‘re-inventing

thecories about - social
contradictions, in the style of Maoiam
and 1t5 new varlants.

*

bourgeoisie,

that
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Its task is




THESES OF THE ALPTRAUM
COMMUNIST COLLECTIVE

( Mexico)

Since the publication of Cosmunlst Revlew 1 the with "the crisls of capltal® and the relationship
tol iowing theses have been sant to the iBRP by between crlsls and war are substantlally correct.
the Communiat Collective of Alptraum in Mexico. . However, the polltical conclusions reached on the
They were orliginatly pub!ished In Battagila first polnt {1n paragraph c of thesls 2] sharply
Communista 14 and 15  {Year 42]. We are ro- demonsirate a dangercous schemstism that [n other
publishing them here, together with the tatro- organisations (e.g. the ICC} has led to positions
duction wrltten by the PCint for the IBRP, In outslds the real dyﬁam!c of class relations. In
order to moke them and our response avaflsble fact the assertion that the destruction ot ail forms
to a wider Infernational audlence. of proletarian consclousnoas [s 8 necessary pre-
conditlon to the cutbreak of Imperlallst war rules
The general principles underlying these theses out any revolutionary possibliiities during the
undoubtedly come within the class compass of the course of that war. Such an atfirmetion excludes
proletariat. Certalnly the theses cpen up arpte the fact that war could function as a mesns to glve
~ space for discusslon and claritication on essen— vent to dangerous soctal tensions, as was very much
t1al polnts, aithough the Mexican comrades have the cass with the |at World wer. Thus tformulated,
sometimos set them out tn a rather schematic the thesls glves credence to the theory that the
and mechanistic manner. In general though vwe - 3+d World War has not yet broken out because of
are very ploased to note that thls group adheres  +he stand teken by the proleterlst (since It Is
1o the method and content of the Marxist critique the only force capable of preventing the contilct.
af polltical economy with 1ts ovaratl analysis
of capltallism's economic development and the With this we come to thesis 3. |f we agree that

crisls of +the capitsllst mode ot production. the crists today Is provoking Increasingly severs
The Coilectlve therefore recognises the struct- soclal tenslons and Is Infliicting ever-harder

ural nature of the present crisls stemming from canditions on wide sectors of tha class and tforcing
the raesl tendency for tha rate of protit to tall. 1+ to act, we must also emphasise that the 1irst

In the first part the comrades articulate the responses of the class have been under the almost
cruclal thesls of contemporary historical reallty: . complete contral of trade-unlonlist and neo-Soclal
that the anly way out ot this crislis left open Demccratic organlsstions - 1.a. of tha forces of

for capitallsm Is the violent destruction ot tha counter-revolution. In the majorlty of cases these
forces and means of production. In short, war. torces succead In lmposing a natlonallst content

on the class struggle, exactly In line with the
baiifcose tendencies and preparations of the bour-
geolsls for war. [n other words, the crisls creates
exceptionat |y severe conditions for the projeteriat,
wide sectors ot which become preparsd to act. But
activity In liself can easil!y be dlverted onto a
conservative course, sometimes openly natlonailstic,
by the unions. (For exampie the recont struggies

fn the French and |tailan steel Indusiries, or the
ports ot northern Europe.) The unlons are stlll

In a position to operate on the tragmentary hases
ot the struggle and on the prevalent |lluslon among

+he working masses about the virtues ot democracy
Thus the deflinfticn of +he problems assoclated and the etilcacity of trade unionism. The present

While Tt Is true that the open contradictlion be-
tween the development of the forces and ralations
ot production means that capltallsm contalns
ni+s own [nfernal obstacie to the progressive
development of the productive forces® (thasls 6),
1+ should never be forgotten that In the absence
of a revolutionary aiternative - l.e. tf capltalise
Isn?t consclousiy overthrown by the proletariat,
t+ wiil only be abte to recreste the conditlans
for a new cycle ot accumulation by a progressive
barbarisation of soclety.

i



slgns, therefore, cannot yet be seen as examples
of a "reawakening of the proletariat ... In Its
historical continuity as subject®, but rather

as the Inltlal announcement of the possiblilty

of such reawakening, reallzablae only when the
praesent |Imlts are overcome. And In ihis the
revolutlonary forces must play an essentfal role.

This dlffercznca of definlttlon Is Important since
1t Is strilctly relzted ¢ 1he principles bound

up with the rofe of the revolutionary party and
1+s organtsatlon and not just to the interpret-
- atlon of tha present historlcal period as a whole.
it i+ 1s true that the sltuation of the class

In Western Europe Is the key to a deflnltlve
victory of the communlist revolutlon, 11 1s not

at ail true that the exploston of class contflict
in other parts of the world depends on the class
In Western Eurocpe. Urndoubtedly a victory for

+he Revolution would turn out to be ephemeral

1t an active and functionling solldarity tn the
torm of revoiution In Eurcpe were lacking. How-
ever, this doas not mean that the flrst link to
be broken In the capltalist chain must of necess-
Ity be In Europe. Nelther does It mean that a
passive class In Europe mechanically determines
the passivity of the proletariat In other geo-
pofitical regions, 11 this were the case our
Mexican comrades would be Jus¥lflad In having

& walt and see attitude and In followlng a pollcy
ot organisational disengagement from proletarlan
struggles In that country ot Central America.

A final conslderation on polnt 3{2]. Once aga'n
there appears +o be a ftendency to ebsiofutise phea-
omena. The formulation of the thesls doesn't

take Into account the dlalectlical dynamic of sit-
uations - without which communlsts cannot draw

a complete plcture or determine +he overall ten-
dency of a movement. This s not the place to
repeat our analysis of the events ot the iate
Sixttes. However, It Is a serlous error to mlstake
a movement of the mlddle class, of petlt bourgeols
Intellectua!s making uss ot a specttic propens|ty
to act by the proletarlat, for a resurgent move-
mant of the working class as such - l.e. for a
proletarian movement which Is Independent of Its
class enemy. This !s not denying the existence

of wldespraad workers' movements during this
perlod. [+ only means ldentitylng prevalent
tendenclias and recognlsing -~ from the flrm stand-
polnt of class autonomy — the predominantly petit-
bourgeols direction and neo-soclal democratlc
character of these struggles. At that time we

had not fully entered Into the cycllcal crisls

of capltallist accumulation, which hits the pro-
letarlat hard and directiy. Rather we weire wit-
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nessing the Initlal skirmlishes, baslcally the out-
come of capltal restructuring 1+s adminlstrative
apparatus and the upsetting of the post-war pol-
Ttical, dipiomatic and ml!itary equllibrium. Thls
sltuation was to affect the petlit bourgeoisle and
push 14 Into action; partlicularly 1+s Intellectuatl
s*rata who - glven the Isolation of revolutionary
polftical icrces and ¢fven the widespread existence
of soclal democracy and the [nfluence of potentialiy
new centres of imperfalism {Chlna} - placed them-
selves at the head of workers' moverents and actec
as stimull to them. But thls was st!l] completely
within the loglc of soclal democracy and frade
untonism. : -

what the Alptraum Collective calls "successive
waves of offensive and refreat® of the proletariat,
beginning from the 60s, were in reality the ups

and downs ot a completely economfc struggle - l.e.
a struggle within the framework of bargaining and
negot!atton between capital and labour. Every
economle struggle, Independently of the historlcal
period In which It takes place, Is potentlially

s class struggle, carrles within It that Is, the
loglc ot the histeric colliston betwsen the classas,
But It+'s not for this reason that the struggles

of the late 60s can be dlstingulshed from previous
ones or fevourably compared to present movements -
nc matter how fragmented and 'dominated' these

may be. The sltuatlon of capltal today fs difter-
ent from that of 68 and so also {s the obJective
possibliity of today's movements which have a pot-
antlal for development and growth beyond the boun-—
daries revealed In the struggles of 63.

nn the questlon of the party, the wording of thest-
4 slde~stens .2 Issue of the active and gulding
role of the revoiutlonury party In workers!
struggles and In the totality of the class's
struggle (not only economic). 1t seems to us th-
the theses remaln at a very general and abstract
leve! on which we can reach perfect agreement,

but as a detinltion of the role of the party the-
are Inadequate - hence also as aa actlve contri-
butlon towards 1+s international constltution,

no metter how much thls Is openly avowed. Thus,
although Tdentitlaule as coming within the "marx!'st
ravolutlonary camp”, these theses have not begun

to take account of those substantlal differences
which have already determined the polltical separ-
ation between our organlsations and that of the

1CC {see thesls 5). On the other hand, we warmly
walcome thesis 5 wnlch states a determination to
dlscuss and co-ordlnate work on an Internatlional
scale on the basls of the only posslble assumptlon:
that this 1s part of a process fowards the political
and organisational homogenisation of reveiutionarles



-,

“throughout the worid.

we find ourselves In compiete agreement with
Hiesas 7 and 8, at least at the general level

they are formulated. The position of rejection
of parilamentarism and trade unlonism has long

been our traditton. The general premise that
they are Insiruments for the conservatlon of the
capitallst mode ot production !s the necessary
starting polat for detlinling other -aspects of the

“probtem, Including & |lne of action for revolution-

arles 1o take when they flight agalnst them.
The comrades In the so-called Internationailst
mitleu all know that the serlous, substantial

" ditferences betwsen our tendency and others
really develop political fmplications when It
-comes to the Issues dealt with In thes!s 8 of

the MexIcans.

‘Consldered as [+ stands, this formulatlon of the

comrades appears far too general. 1t tends to
place on the same level two Institutions of
bourgeols soclety which actually have dl tferent
orlgins and roles, although at the same time they
both display an essentially conservative and
counter-rovolutionary function. The one, pari-
tament, as an institutfon is 2 true chttd ot the
bourgeols state, gusrantor of the unity of the
soctal body around the orgenisation ot bourgeols
domlnation {1.e. the state’. It s an exprassion

‘of the political and Tdeologlcal domination already
‘reached by the bourgecisie over the whole soclai
‘collectivity - l.e. over all classes, strata and

fractions of classes Iato which soclety 1s divided.

“{+s task - glven the acceptance ot the rules of

the game by the vast mejority of soclety - is
to deflne the partlcular legislative norms In

'ghlch +he administrative, soclal and politicsl
‘sectors of bourgecls society must operate.

The other, the trade unlon, was born as an ex=
‘presslon of the discrepancy between the Immediate
Interests of a2 class - the proletariat — from

those ot the bourgeols class. That Is, It ex=

-presses the dafly antaganism between the Intsarests

of labour and capltal; Its function Is to
negotlate demands of one class with (or agains®)
the other. The trade unlon has never been, In

“1tseif, a revolutlonary organlsation, not even

In 19th century mythology. Its task Is, 1n Its

‘glven capltaltst context, the 1mmed{ate detfence
_of labour, as a vartable component of capltal,
and therefore of the !mmedlate Interests ot the

workers over and agalnst those ot the bosses.

-However, with the narrowlng ot the |imits of neg-

otiations, with capltal's co—cption of wage

‘bargaining as a mechanism In the concentration
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of capltal, with the Integration of the unlons into

+he Institutlons of economlc planning, as a third
party (in additlon fo the state and bosses) - all
phenomena Inherent to the dynamic of decadent cap-
I+allsm - unlons have In sffect been transformed
lato antl-worker Institutlons, fndependently of

t+he soclal composition of thelr bases. This, ot
course, does not aiter the fact that they are made
up of workers, that, In other words, the unlon Is
an organisation supported by members of a class.
Certalnly the reason workers support them and are
organised Inside them Is that they are domlnated
poll¥lcaily and ldecloglcally by capital and by

+he forces which express the historic and Immediate
alms of capital., But thls mesans +hat a} the revol-
utton wiil psss Ineluctably over the corpaes of
these institutlons; b) the passage from the present
sTtuation of trade unlon domination to a revolution-
ary sltuation 1s through the polltical victory of
the ravclutionary programme; c) the revoluttonary
programme can only be put torward by agltation,
propaganda and the polittcal struggle of rsvol-
utlonarles within the working class, wherever +hey
flnd themselves and hence also at the rank and file

level of the trade unlons, if and when the |lfe

of the class preponderantly expresses Itself through

thase.

Detining where and when It s necessary to act within
the rank and flle of the unlons Is a question of
+actlcs. The thesas of the Fltth Congress of the
PCInt have daflned the iimits and criterla for sol-
ving the problem. If was precisely round this cholce
political problam that the dl fferences bofween our-
selves and other members of the flrst three Inter-
national Conferences ware delineated and deepened;
not round the vague and Insutficient generai atfirm
atton that the unlons by now ore Inexorably and

ob Jectlively counter-revoiutionary organisations;

nor round the trulsa that they cennot be consldered
a means of proletarian struggie.

We find ourselves In complete agreement with thes!s
g which apparently refers to certaln loftist clalms
that they are allying with the progressive bourg=
eolste of Central and South America, & position
which also supports thalr polltics of armed siruggle
{the Sandlnista Front Is a good examplel.

We have to admit that the exact meaning of theses

10 and |1 escapes us. It is true that the notion
of monopoly state capltal does not contaln within

i+ a concept ot the "essential determinants® for
the dovelopment of capltsllsm, because +hey do not
alter alther in.a "progressive® or In & regressive
sense. But thls does nct prevent state monopoly
capltal trom being one of the torms 1n which capltal



appears historically, with all ifs charscteristic
soclat relations. On ths other hand, this is
exactly what the comrades go on 4o argue [ thesls
1° where they correctly conclude that “in ths

end. the state, as an ldeal collective capitallst,
proves ltseif to be & reai_collecflvo cepltallist.™
5o why Is the aotlon of stete monopoly capltallsm
to be rejected as "an !deologlcal subterfuge™?

we shall risk an Interpretation for the rescer
noplng that the comrades will clar!ify the polat
for us. i+ |s a common thing for much of the

laft bourgeolisia (from the supposedly 'new left?
to the Amerfcan ultranationallsts, e.g. in
Nicaragua agaln) to conslder state monopoly cap-
ltal as something separate and somehow distinc~
tive In Itself. Starting tfrom this view of state
moncpoly capltal there are those who portray it
as an Intermedlate phase between capltallsm and
soclajism {In the *best* Stalinlst tradition)

In order to sstablish 1+ as a primary objJectlive
ot preletarian struggle. On the other hand, thore
are those who, from the standpolnt ot nationallst
_and populIst pollitics, conslder state monopoly
cepltal a monster agalnst whom 1+ Is possible

tc mobl|ise the proletsrlsat and small and middle
capttal Ih & common front. The retfersance the
Mexlcan comrades meke (thesis 10} to alilances

of the *"left of capltal® with "sectors ot the
private bourgeolsie® seems to confirm our Inter-
pretation of the comradss' determinetlon to teke
up posltlions against these two dltferent mystitlc-
stions which are based cn the same premise.

tuch determination Is necessary and correct in

s revolutlonary group, but we cannot share the
view that once ths concept of state monopoly cap-
Ital Is subjescted to obvious mystiflcations 14
must be rejected as "ldecloglcal subterfugs*.
Since the theses provide us with the very key

to understanding cap!tallsm's dynamic through
statification, wa sea |t as useless and contra—
dictory fo raject the concept of a capital ad-
ministered by a regime of 2 collectlve state
cepitalist monopoiy ~ sl! the more so since the
comrades have astabllshed as one of the essentlal
positions of & rovolutlonary'group *the reccg-
altion that In the so-cailed *soclalist® countrles
the capltallst mode of productlon dominates -

in I+s speclfic form of state capltalism."(Thesls
5). ’

Apart from these blurred edges, what ought to

be underlined In the comrades' theses Is the val-
Idity of the substance of what fhey say In regard .
to the cepltallstdynamic end !ts moments of crisls.

Az we have alraeady sald, our comments on the theses,

of the CCA are Intended to contribute towards

Internstional clartfication amongst revolutioneries,
somethlng the comrades are prepared for, Judglng

trom thelr retferance to “organised Intervention

on n internatlonal scaje® {thesls 5). For us the
apotance of the growing emergence ot revolutionary
tendencles and groups In areas ot the worid hltherto
exclusively dominated by counter—revoiutionory forces
- Stallnlst, Trotskylst, Maolst, Cestroist, etc. -
Justities the emphasis we have placed on the work

ot these comrades and on this first step In the
dlscussion process. |+ Is an lmporfant task To
estoblIsh serlous relations betwesn communlists of

the European traditlon end these new Internation—
atists. The prospect towerds which we are constantly
moving s the reconstruction of the Internetlional
Party of the proletariat. We are stiil a long way
trom thls, but the march hes tinaily begun. Slowly,
and wlth extremsly smali nuclel, with thousands

of probiems of al! shapes and slzes,something has
begun mnd 1s moving. Awereness of this should act
as a spur to comrades who tor years have been
struggiing Instde the worklng class of the 'peacetul’
Eurcpean democracles for the acceptance of revol-
utlonery ldeas and organisstion. |+ 1s an Insplr-
atlon to go forward with a renewed sense ot
commltment snd real determinatlon In order to creste,
In oach respective natlonal zone, the polltical

and organisstional foundations for & flrmly rooted
and powerful International party ot the proletariat.

For the IBRF, PCint: Novembe: 1964

INTRODUCT 1ON

The thesss prasented hers sre the result ot dis-
cusstons which the Collective has developed durlng
the last four years. For almost two years the
Alptraum Collective was the backbone of the activity
of the Mexlcan Party ot the Proletarfet (PMP). Thank:
to this the PMP has developed some revolutionary
positlons, for example on anti-par|lementarism.

in the last two years {1982-84) the Collective has
pursued 1ts work of discussion and theoretical/
potltical clariticstion strictly In the framework
of the International revolutlonary milleu.

Mexico D.F. March, 1984
Colectlve Comunlsta Alptraum

“The |ite of industry 1s transformed into
a successlon of perlods of normal activity,
prosperlty and stagnation”. Marx,Cepital)

1

a} The present capitalist crisis has an International
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" @) The crists has a worid dimenslon becsuse its

" Thus we can see how the development of the prod-
. -uctlve forces has become an obstacle for cagH‘at

: _contradictory nature of calﬂ_fnlls_f_ reallty and

dlaension and must be seen as a classlc crisis of
over-sccumtiiatlon vhere the Indusirlal cycle has

recessarlly seen Its period of prosperity foilowed -
by risls and sfagnaﬂon.

b) The contradictory. nature and mvemen'r of capH'—

“existence as a whole.

allsm Is clear from the unfolding of the perlodic '

. cycle of Industry and Its f!nal result: general-
laod crisis.

e Belng 2 crisls of over-accumulation, I+ flrst -
~ bresks out In the fleid of speculation and later
" reaches production, trade and the tlnanclal mar-
. But speculation Is only a temporary solution -
 tor capltalist over-accumulation. '

The disorgan-
Isation of production which follows . speculation

. 1s on Inevitable result of expansion during the
- preceding perlod ot prosperity.

" d) The scensric of the crisls Is unlversal, ‘
- . because of the worldelde extension of capltalism
" and the Intensitication of I+s control over all

branches of productlon In the world economy.

Historicelly, we have gseen
that every war s folloud by & perlod ot recon-

B s1-ruc'l'lon.

-2

a) With the exacerbstlon of the crisls the capitalist

- system estabilished the condltlons for the possibifity

of- I43. own overthrow.

b} The progr;es'slve deepening of the crisls creates
“the. coaditions: for the develcpment of proletartan

‘where Intc i+s Ideology,

: coasclousnass and 1ts sel f-organisation.

As a con-
sequence capital trles to destroy the germ of +his

consclousness by Integrating the proleteriat every-
in this way H reinforces
national1st Ideclogy and marginal ldeclogles such

as feminism, ecology, the peace movement, the homo-
sexual memnf, etc in order to fragment and dis-

. pors_a proletarian consclousness which in Hselt

" 1Is all-embracing and lnternational.

trajectory has led f} to expand In a spiral trom -

. the developed countrles {with a greater organic -

composition of cepltai) to Include ell the rest

The effects of the crisls sre being Intensely

T telt by the whole copltallst sconomy.

f) The crisls we are now 'lhlng +hrough ls'_fthe' -

" &nd the capitailst relatlons of production which

entalls the private epproprlation of preduction. .

end how +he relations of capltailst. producﬂon :

have become a borrier to the developmm ot -ﬂ., : L
) productive labour force. e

g) The development of the crisls reveals the

- ot the countrles In the world cap!fails‘l-_sys"l'_em.', o

c) Cap“l-'l'al kn&rs‘fh_afl' the oniy way out of fhp_crlsls ’

E ot m‘ar-prptiuéﬂou"!‘s_ war and that 4o get to this

polnt It must first of all destroy every trace of
proietarian consciousness,

d)- ln- fho piisf 'fascl:lsu and anti-fasclsa vere an
effective way of Integrating the proletarfat Into
bourgecls ldeology. Today It is the myth of the

. mSoclalfst bloc® agalnst the “democratic Western

N _
: - * . In Niceragus, and of \Iberation movements in
. result of the contiict between the enormous devel- '
- opment of the productive forces {exfsting wealth)

The defence of state capltallisa In Cuba,

Gua,fema’la,' In €l Seivador, etc. have a clesr ﬁnﬂ!ng:

. mobllisation ot the worid proletarfot for the cause
_ of one of the two rival cepliailst biocs and for

“a world scale.

+he historically |Imited character of 14s relations -
: sorld bourgoolslo. :

of production within which the progressive devel- .

opment of soclal productive forces cannef be con-
tained. Moments of crisls accur' when capl'rallsn

iz cbliged To destroy 3 growing mass of producﬂvo

" forces 'ﬂteraby rovealing Its decadewf nu+ure.

n According to +hl.-. loglc, capt'raitsn ls fon:od

" to perlodically and Yiolently destroy a grw!ng
- mass- of the soclal tbrces of producﬂon, lncludlng .
. - emerges ﬂne.muasslty tor wars to profong s

From thls Internal teadency

T a Third World War.

3

a) 'Frhn“i'heles'-on"there has been & resurgence of

“the revoliutlonery actlivity of the prolo‘l'arlat on

Ani International nomnf has Q!‘up‘hd
In the form of successlve waves of oﬂonslve and

- %refrea'l' where the. var!ous national fractions ot

the proletariat sﬂ-uggle agalnst the power ot the

b The hlsforic course of the pmonf class s'h"ugglu
Is do'rsmlnad by the balance of “forces bo‘h«lon
‘capltal and ‘the protofar!af in Western Europe.

" This. Is because the extension of the class struggle

-to the res-r of “the-countrles which make up worid

caplﬂllsm as a uhole depends on +he balance of

forces. In Europa.

Bt

w fc: With the dafea‘l' ot the proletarian movement in



Poland In 1981, baslically due to the mediating
actlvity of the Solldarnosc unlon, 2 perlod ot
reftux began. -This was soon suparseded by the
deveiopment of struggles in Holland and Belglum
in 1983 and the recent movements In France,
Britaln and Germany.

d) Today we are [iving in & per-tod characterised
by the reawakenling of the proletariat, In its
untty and T+s historical contlnulty as sub ject.
This Invoives the resurgence of communist groups
as a moment In the development of Its self-
consclousness. ’

a) Organlsatlons which do not recognise the revol-
utfonary role of the proletariat cannot cerry '
out the tasks which the historic movement of the.
¢lass Imposes on them. :

b} Communlst organisatlons must become theoretical/
politica! bridges for transmitting and assimilating
the experlence and revoiutionary heritage of the
protetarlan movement and thus move its fowards
I+s historic direction. The programme of these
organlisations wlil develop and syntheslse the
experlence and historlcsl herltage of the prol-
etarlat as a whole. 1n this way, the prolefar!an
class princlpies wlli exprass the historical '
dimenslion of the profetarian movement and witl
syntheslse {+s theoretical /polftical axper Tence.

5
a) We recognlse the existence of an Inferhhf[énal
revolutionary Marxist milleu mede up of revol-
uttonary organisations ({CC, CWO, PClat) which,
despite thelr many weaknesses, support and defend

the essentlal political prlnclples of +he prole-
+arlan struggle.

b} Communists are nof'ohfslqe the proletarlat,
but rather are its most jdcld elements. Thelr
task Is not mereiy to encourags the organisation
of the proletarlat as a necessary moment of Its
own self-organlsation, but to work to develop

the self-consclousness of the proletariat. Comm-
unlsts embody the continulity of the hlstorlcal
struggle of the class fn 1ts hlghest moments,
such as the Parls Commune, the Russlan Revolution,
the German Revolutfon, etc. '

c) In our view, the central points which dis~

tInguish communists from the bourgeols camp will
bes '

* the recognlttion of caplfa!lst decadence;

» the recognition of the working class as the subject
of the revolution; '

* the rejectlon ot unlons {by kespling outside theml;
* the rejection of paritamentarism and every kind

of alectoral apposlitlions

* the rejectlon of any kind of alitance with any
sector of the bourgecisie; '

* the rejection of popular froats and natlonal
{ibheration movements}

* the recognitlon that o the so-called 'soclallst’
countries the capftailst mode of productlon prevails
tn 14s speciilc form ot state capttailsm;

* the recognition that the communist revolution
wlilil heve & prs-emlnan?ly Internatlonal character;
*- the recogn!+lon that soctallism will succeed oniy
through the sbalttlion of capltaltst relatlons of

.productlon and speclf!cally with the abollflon of

wage labour;

# the recognition of the need ¥o forge the party
of the proletariat which vlii have an In?ernaflanal
dimenslon.

d) From oeur polnt of view, with the accateration

ot the class struggle, discusslon among revoiution-
arles and thelr organised interventlon at an [nter-
naf[ona! tevel are necessary and Inevitable.

6

We conslder that caplfélism |s decadsnt. Decadencs

‘means the decline of the spectticaily capitalist

mode of production, wharein Industrial capital
domlnates as a soclal relatlon of production.

The decadence ot the system Impiles the accentuation
ot compe*l?lon and the anarchy of specitically cap-

Ttalist production, as wall as the general sharpening.

of all contradlctions - glven that capltailsm has
attatned 11s historlcal iimits; 1.e. the (Imits
determined by its own devatopmenf and tts contra-
dlctory nature. :

This. 1s exprassed In the perlodic and Increasingly
vialent confrontations: between the productive torces
and the relations of production. The law that ex-
p[aiﬁs_fhe’devalopmenf ot +the capitailst system

ot production Is also the basls for understandling

i+s decadent nature. In our view,both the develap-
meat and deciine ot the system rasts on two essentlal
defermlnanfs. one expresslng I+s form In the general

" Iaw ot the fal! In the rate of proflt; the other

- the content — 1s expressed In the tormal and real

sub jugation of the labour process to caplital.

The. decadent nature ot the capitallst system fs
thus expressed by +he_+endenfiai tal! In the rate
of protit. The alm of the system Is that capltal
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be allowed to form and grow without Inferrdp#loh;
This implles a growing expanslon of capl+al and

a concomitant Increase In the soclal productivity
of labour whlch means, In turn, an accelerated
development of the productlve forces..

To the extent that thls growth in capital occurs,
i+s organic compousition changes. Thus, there

1s an incresse in the volume of the means of prod—
uction and In productlion 1tself In relation Yo
the value compos!tion of capital. This brings ‘
about e gradual fall In the rate of profit
becauss the variable part of caplfal, uhIch prod-
uces surplus value, diminishes.

This 1s when the capitalist crisls opens up -
when -the accumuiated capltal 1s higher then the
rate of profit It s capable of generating, or
rather, when the growing organic composition
does not correspond to a growlng generation of
value.

in thls way, the over-accumulation of capital
in relstion to Its abllity to explolt labour
leads the capltallst system to crisis. this cri-
sls can be counter-balanced by caplital accumula-
+1on 1+self +hrough the difterent measures Inher—
ent In 1ts accumyiation process. One of thess
means 1s the Increase In the mass ot surplus value
obtalned from an increass In the total mass of
capl+al employlng a greater number of workers.
Ancther way 1+ can be counter-batanced Is by the
grow!ng productivity of labour, Impiylng an In-
crease in the rate of exploltation obtalned by
the extraction of both relative an absoiute sur-—
plus value. But these counter-tendencles cannot
continue Indeflnltely since there comes 2 +ime
when the number of workers can 1o longer be
Increased, when working hours no jonger be pro-
tonged and when soclally necessary labour time
can no longer be reduced because ot natural and/
or soclal iImits. The development ot the prod~
uctive forces thus leads to en open contradliction
with capitailst relations of production which, it
i+ reached absolute 1Tmlts would mean an. absence
ot surplus value In ralation to the accumis | ated
mass of capltal and Its requlramenfs for expanslon.
its contradictory naturs has brought capltalism
+o these limt+s and shows that it Is 1ts own
taternal obstacle to the progressive development
of the productive forces.

7
We recognlise the projetarlat alone as +he revoi~

_utlonary subject. At this moment ot trreversible

decadence of the capltalist system (see thesls
6} the proletariat must break any tdeclogical
or poliltical antente with capital {whether private
or state capltai). We conslder that any perspec-

- We consfdar +that

tive which starts from a natlonal framework Is

condemned In advance to go over ‘o capital which
bases s whole exlstence on the fert!ie soil of
fhe natlon. Above all, the proletarian struggle
must set out +o break with every kind of national

‘barrfer.

_AII bdgrgsols'+ehdencles and partles {(of +he rlght
or left) !lne up around Inter-classist positions
{feminlsm, popular tronts, etc.) In order to fight .

“agelnst the proletariat.

The proletariat struggles agalast capltal as a whole
and Ignores tts varfous fractlons and sectors.

Even !t Its struggle s formelly carrled on In'a
national framework,. lts content ts International.

8

We consider that parifaments and the urlons are
not means of struggle for the proletarlat, elther

“In this country or in any other, because these forms

are used by the bourgecisle Y0 mediate proietarian
struggles and Integrate them. Par{laments and

- unlons are a turther capltalist mystificatlion which

strengthens Its domination over the working class,

- allenating Its revolutlonary activity.

9
prbgresstva bourgeols factions

do not exlst and that the strategy ot the proletariat
cannot -envisage an alllance with any sector of the

' ‘ bourgeoisle, however ‘prograssive' It may appear.

The struggle of the working class must be the work

- ot the working class ftselt.

10

,Hé conslder that the notlon of monopoly state cap-

Italism does not provide a concept ‘for explalning
4he essentlal determinants fn the davelopment of

Ccaplteifsm. 11 is rather another {decloglcal subter-
" fuge tor the Interpretation ot capitalist reallty

4hich serves as the basfs for the left of capltal

-~ to Justity His alliances with private sectors ot
. the pourgeoclisie. The growlng tntervention of the

state ia the economy only obeys the anarchy of
cap!tsllst production ttselfs 1t expresses the ex—

- _.acerbation of the contradictlons of the capitailst
- 5151‘6‘1‘_" . o

11

‘e consider that nationallsation or statitication

of the means of productlion, far from preparing the
way for communisa, only strengthen the domlnation

“of capltal over wage labour.
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In +he case of statitication of the banks ond
speclficaltly that which occurred two years ago

in Mexico, flnance caplital os a specitlc reletion
of production !s not ol lmlnated since 1is role

in the reproduction process of capltal continues.

St11i less has social cepital been el inlnated

since statificetion only changes Juridical prop-
orty by wesns of & mechaniam which organlses the
circulation of caplital but which which means that
1+ ts stl1l within the overali framevork of cep-

1+allst relations of production. tn thls way,

the soclal capltal becomes the Jurtdical owner

"~ ot capltal as one of its reproductive expressions:

the capital that draws Interest. The result of
this movement Is +he depersonallsation of the
tunction pertormed by finance capltal within cap~-
Ytalist relatlons of productlion and 1ts reprod-
uctlon logic, thus preserving It at a higher fovel
ot development.

‘In thls way we note thaf capltallst relations

of productlon take on 2 more sbatract and lm
personal character, reveallng even more clesriy
the {nherent fetlishlsm about them. In the end,
the state, as an ldeal collective capltallst,

~ proves [tselt to be & real coitective capltellst
by integrating banking and salarled personnel Tn

goneral Into a more sbstract and alienated schoma

ot dominatlon.

Statitication is a means of guarantesing the loglc
of the natlonal and 1nternational capltelist
reproduction process over and above any partlculer

_ bourgeols factlon. in this sense, we can state

that the measures taken by the Maxican state have

" .one maln aim: to mafntain and preserve the caplt-

al1st soclal contigurstion.

Mexlco D.F. March1984

11] To contact, write to: Apeartado Postal 21-964, Mexléd,VD;F; C.P. 04000

ik

SUBSCRIBE TO COMMUNIST REVIEW

I would like to receive Communist Review twice a year,

Name

Addreas

Date

1 gnclose £2.00 for the journals, plus packing and postage.

Send to: IBRP, c¢/o CWO, P.O., Box 145, Hégd Post Office, GLASGOW, U.K,




