
“The war has undoubtedly created a
most acute crisis and has increased
the distress of the masses to an
incredible degree. The reactionary
character of this war, and the
shameless lies told by the bourgeoisie
of all countries in covering up their
predatory aims with “national”
ideology, are inevitably creating, on
the basis of an objectively
revolutionary situation, revolutionary
moods among the masses. It is our
duty to help the masses to become
conscious of these moods, to deepen
and formulate them. This task is
correctly expressed only by the
slogan: convert the imperialist war
into civil war; and all consistently
waged class struggles during the war,
all seriously conducted “mass action”
tactics inevitably lead to this. It is
impossible to foretell whether a
powerful revolutionary movement will
flare up during the first or the second
war of the great powers, whether
during or after it; in any case, our
bounden duty is systematically and
undeviatingly to work precisely in this
direction.”



“I have told [the steelworkers] that
they must realize that at the bottom
of this whole war is the question of
social security [read: social peace].
That all parts are whole in upholding
that objective and that the place we
will have to begin is at our own
backyard at Sault Ste. Marie and
Sydney.”




