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Revolutionary Perspectives 1

                                     Editorial 

Are We Going Back to the 1930s?

You need to be well over 80 to directly remember anything about the 1930s. 
For those in the succeeding generation, the nearest to real experience of that 

time was listening to our parents who preferred to forget about them.  Tales of 
the Means Test, of going hungry, lacking shoes, not being able to afford a doctor 
and the shadow of unemployment and war are not the stuff of bedtime stories.  
The impact of that on their consciousness could be a discussion all on its own. 
However it does raise the question about how historical experience, whether 
we like it or not, shapes our current perceptions and outlook.  It might be worth 
examining this methodological issue before we get into the comparison of the 
1930s with today.

History Lessons

Many people know the famous opening of Marx’s article “The 18th Brumaire of 
Louis Napoleon” in which he alleges “Hegel remarks somewhere that all great 
world-historic facts and personages appear, so to speak, twice.  He forgot to add the 
first time as tragedy the second time as farce”.  Leaving aside the issue that Hegel 
did not actually say this, it remains a great image which has been deployed many 
times (and often by ourselves) to make comparisons between historical events.  
What Marx goes on to add though is more significant for our discussion today:

The tradition of all past generations weighs like a nightmare upon the brains of 
the living. At the very time when they appear to be engaged in revolutionising 
things and themselves, in bringing about what never was before, at such very 
epochs of revolutionary crisis do they anxiously conjure up into their service the 
spirits of the past, assume their names, their battle cries, their costumes to enact 
a new historic scene in such time-honoured disguise and with such borrowed 
language.

There is a warning for us here about the use, and abuse, of history.  We cannot 
avoid history – it is the collective memory of humanity and, apart from our direct 
personal experience, it is the only basis for informed thinking about the future we 
have to go on.  We can though be misled in our interpretation of it since we try to 
look at history through the discernible patterns of the past.  This runs the danger 
that we don’t always grasp the significance of what is new in the epoch we live 
in.  Something may be happening which we are unaware of but which sets a new 
pattern for the future.  

We have a concrete example of this in our own past.  In the 1970s the ideas of 
the communist left first came to the UK.  This itself was no historical accident as 
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Ed

ito
ria

l                                                    

th
e 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l w
or

ki
ng

 c
la

ss
 b

ut
 r

ig
ht

 n
ow

 it
 is

 n
ot

 in
 g

re
at

 s
ha

pe
. I

t 
w

as
 n

ot
 

in
 g

re
at

 s
ha

pe
 in

 t
he

 1
93

0s
 e

it
he

r. 
 B

y 
th

en
 it

 h
ad

 lo
ng

 b
ee

n 
de

fe
at

ed
 in

 it
s 

fir
st

 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l a

tt
em

pt
 t

o 
ov

er
th

ro
w

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

.  
 A

s 
a 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
e 

of
 t

ha
t 

de
fe

at
 

th
e 

cl
as

s 
w

as
 d

iv
id

ed
 a

nd
 d

el
ud

ed
 –

 s
om

e 
w

it
h 

ill
us

io
ns

 t
ha

t 
St

al
in

is
t 

Ru
ss

ia
 w

as
 

so
ci

al
is

m
, o

th
er

s 
w

er
e 

st
ill

 lo
ya

l t
o 

th
e 

so
ci

al
 d

em
oc

ra
ts

 w
ho

 h
ad

 s
av

ed
 c

ap
it

al
is

m
 

in
 1

91
4 

an
d 

19
19

. 
Th

e 
re

vo
lu

ti
on

ar
ie

s 
in

 t
he

 c
la

ss
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

re
du

ce
d 

to
 s

m
al

l 
fr

ac
ti

on
s 

tr
yi

ng
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

se
ns

e 
of

 t
he

 c
ou

nt
er

-r
ev

ol
ut

io
n 

or
 w

er
e 

in
 t

he
 p

ris
on

 
ca

m
ps

 o
f t

he
 fa

sc
is

ts
 o

r S
ta

lin
is

ts
. 

H
ow

ev
er

, 
on

e 
th

in
g 

th
e 

Co
m

m
un

is
t 

Le
ft

 c
am

e 
to

 r
ec

og
ni

se
 w

as
 t

ha
t 

“a
nt

i-
fa

sc
is

m
”, 

fa
r 

fr
om

 b
ei

ng
 a

bo
ut

 t
he

 d
ef

en
ce

 o
f t

he
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 h
ad

 c
om

e 
to

 b
e 

a 
ra

lly
in

g 
cr

y 
to

 g
et

 w
or

ke
rs

 t
o 

su
pp

or
t 

th
e 

“w
ar

 fo
r 

de
m

oc
ra

cy
”. 

 It
 h

ad
 b

ec
om

e 
th

e 
of

fic
ia

l p
os

it
io

n 
of

 t
he

 S
ta

lin
is

t 
Co

m
m

un
is

t 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l a

ft
er

 1
93

5 
an

d 
w

as
 

us
ed

 to
 m

ob
ili

se
 w

or
ke

rs
 to

 g
o 

to
 S

pa
in

, n
ot

 to
 fi

gh
t f

or
 “

th
e 

Sp
an

is
h 

Re
vo

lu
ti

on
, 

bu
t t

o 
fig

ht
 fo

r t
he

 in
te

re
st

s 
of

 th
e 

So
vi

et
 u

ni
on

 in
 a

n 
in

te
r-

im
pe

ri
al

is
t w

ar
 a

ga
in

st
 

G
er

m
an

y 
an

d 
It

al
y.

  
In

 t
im

e 
it

 w
as

 a
do

pt
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

W
es

te
rn

 d
em

oc
ra

ci
es

 in
 t

he
 

Se
co

nd
 W

or
ld

 W
ar

.  
Fi

gh
ti

ng
 fa

sc
is

m
 s

ee
m

ed
 a

 m
uc

h 
m

or
e 

pr
og

re
ss

iv
e 

no
ti

on
 to

 
di

e 
fo

r 
th

an
 f

ig
ht

in
g 

fo
r 

“K
in

g 
an

d 
Co

un
tr

y”
 o

r 
th

e 
“p

at
ri

e”
 a

s 
in

 t
he

 F
ir

st
 W

or
ld

 
W

ar
 a

nd
 th

e 
ru

lin
g 

cl
as

s 
in

 R
us

si
a 

an
d 

th
e 

W
es

t w
er

e 
no

t s
lo

w
 to

 p
la

y 
on

 it
.  

A
nt

i-
fa

sc
is

m
 b

ec
am

e 
th

ei
r m

ob
ili

si
ng

 s
lo

ga
n 

fo
r i

m
pe

ri
al

is
t w

ar
.

M
os

t o
f t

he
 c

om
pa

ris
on

s b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
19

30
s w

it
h 

to
da

y 
ar

e 
m

ad
e 

by
 th

e 
de

fe
nd

er
s 

of
 c

ap
it

al
is

t 
de

m
oc

ra
cy

.  
Th

ey
 d

o 
no

t 
su

pp
or

t 
pr

ol
et

ar
ia

n 
au

to
no

m
y 

or
 t

he
 f

ig
ht

 
fo

r a
 c

om
m

un
is

t s
oc

ie
ty

.  A
ll 

th
ey

 w
or

ry
 a

bo
ut

 is
 th

e 
po

ss
ib

le
 re

vi
va

l o
f f

as
ci

sm
.  F

or
 

th
em

 m
en

ti
on

 o
f t

he
 1

93
0s

 is
 a

lw
ay

s 
a 

sc
ar

e 
st

or
y.

  I
ro

ni
ca

lly
 th

is
 is

 ju
st

 h
ow

 th
ei

r 
po

lit
ic

al
 a

nt
ec

ed
en

ts
 in

 t
he

 1
93

0s
 a

ls
o 

ta
lk

ed
.  

In
st

ea
d 

of
 p

oi
nt

in
g 

th
e 

w
or

ki
ng

 
cl

as
s 

to
 th

e 
re

al
 is

su
e,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 th
e 

im
pa

ct
 o

f t
he

 o
ng

oi
ng

 c
ris

is
 o

f c
ap

it
al

is
m

, t
he

y 
tu

rn
 t

he
 d

eb
at

e 
on

 t
o 

w
hi

ch
 c

ap
it

al
is

t 
fa

ct
io

n 
ar

e 
w

e 
fo

r. 
 O

bv
io

us
ly

 t
he

 h
or

ro
rs

 
of

 f
as

ci
st

 d
ic

ta
to

rs
hi

p,
 w

it
h 

al
l t

he
ir 

ge
no

ci
da

l c
on

se
qu

en
ce

s,
 h

av
e 

to
 b

e 
fo

ug
ht

 
to

o,
 b

ut
 th

at
 is

 n
ot

 w
ha

t a
nt

i-
fa

sc
is

ts
 o

f t
he

n,
 a

nd
 n

ow
, a

rg
ue

.  
Th

ey
 s

ti
ll 

ar
gu

e,
 li

ke
 

Pa
ul

 M
as

on
 d

id
 a

 c
ou

pl
e 

of
 y

ea
rs

 a
go

, f
or

 a
 d

ef
en

ce
 o

f t
he

 g
lo

ba
lis

ed
 d

em
oc

ra
ti

c 
w

or
ld

: 

“W
e 

ha
ve

 –
 a

nd
 m

us
t d

ef
en

d 
– 

a 
re

si
lie

nt
 g

lo
ba

l s
ys

te
m

.”
ht

tp
s:

//
w

w
w

.th
eg

ua
rd

ia
n.

co
m

/c
om

m
en

tis
fr

ee
/2

01
6/

au
g/

01
/

ar
e-

w
e-

liv
in

g-
th

ro
ug

h-
an

ot
he

r-1
93

0s
-p

au
l-m

as
on

Th
is

 “r
es

ili
en

t g
lo

ba
l s

ys
te

m
” 

op
er

at
es

 o
nl

y 
fo

r o
ne

 c
la

ss
 a

nd
 w

e 
ha

ve
 n

o 
in

te
re

st
 

in
 d

ef
en

di
ng

 it
.  

W
e 

ne
ed

 to
 d

ef
en

d 
ou

rs
el

ve
s,

 n
ot

 ju
st

 fr
om

 fa
sc

is
ts

 b
ut

 a
ls

o 
fr

om
 

th
os

e 
w

ho
 a

re
 d

el
ud

ed
 th

at
 th

is
 sy

st
em

 h
as

 a
 “c

on
ce

pt
 o

f u
ni

ve
rs

al
 a

nd
 in

al
ie

na
bl

e 
hu

m
an

 ri
gh

ts
”. 

 In
 a

 w
or

ld
 w

he
re

 S
yr

ia
n 

ch
ild

re
n 

ar
e 

ga
ss

ed
, w

he
re

 C
on

go
 w

om
en

 
ar

e 
ro

ut
in

el
y 

ra
pe

d 
as

 a
n 

ac
t 

of
 w

ar
, a

nd
 w

he
re

 2
2 

m
ill

io
n 

Ye
m

en
is

 a
re

 f
ac

in
g 

m
al

nu
tr

it
io

n 
ov

er
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 m
os

t p
oi

nt
le

ss
 w

ar
s 

on
 th

e 
pl

an
et

, a
nd

 s
o 

on
, w

he
re

 

ca
n 

yo
u 

fin
d 

th
es

e 
“i

na
lie

na
bl

e 
hu

m
an

 ri
gh

ts
” 

to
da

y?

W
it

h 
th

e 
w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 in
 r

et
re

at
 r

ig
ht

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

gl
ob

e 
in

 t
he

 f
ac

e 
of

 lo
w

er
in

g 
w

ag
es

, w
or

se
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

on
di

ti
on

s 
an

d 
a 

sm
al

le
r 

sh
ar

e 
of

 t
he

 n
at

io
na

l w
ea

lt
h 

in
 

ea
ch

 c
ou

nt
ry

 w
e 

ar
e 

st
ill

 in
 a

 d
ire

 p
re

di
ca

m
en

t. 
 In

eq
ua

lit
y 

to
da

y 
is

 r
is

in
g 

an
d 

in
 

st
at

is
ti

ca
l t

er
m

s 
is

 w
or

se
 t

ha
n 

th
e 

19
30

s.
 E

ve
n 

th
ou

gh
 t

he
 in

di
ca

to
rs

 o
f 

p
ov

er
ty

 
m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
as

 d
ire

 a
s t

he
 1

93
0s

, 8
0 

m
ill

io
n 

p
eo

pl
e 

in
 th

e 
ri

ch
es

t n
at

io
n 

on
 E

ar
th

 a
re

 
liv

in
g 

at
 t

hi
rd

 w
or

ld
 le

ve
ls

.  
Th

e 
on

ly
 b

ri
gh

t 
sp

ot
s 

in
 t

hi
s 

ar
e 

th
at

 m
os

t 
of

 t
od

ay
’s 

w
or

ke
rs

 h
av

e 
no

t 
sh

ar
ed

 i
n 

th
e 

de
fe

at
s 

of
 t

he
 p

as
t 

an
d,

 a
t 

la
st

, n
ew

 s
tr

ug
gl

es
 

ar
e 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
to

 b
re

ak
 o

ut
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
w

or
ld

.  
A

t 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

ti
m

e,
 s

m
al

l n
uc

le
i o

f 
ge

nu
in

e 
co

m
m

un
is

ts
, w

ho
 d

on
’t 

bu
y 

in
to

 a
ll 

th
e 

ol
d 

m
yt

hs
 a

b
ou

t S
ta

lin
is

m
 b

ei
ng

 
co

m
m

un
is

m
, a

re
 a

pp
ea

ri
ng

 m
or

e 
an

d 
m

or
e 

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
w

or
ld

 w
it

h 
ea

ch
 y

ea
r t

ha
t 

pa
ss

es
.  

It
 is

 li
ke

ly
 th

at
 th

in
gs

 w
ill

 g
et

 w
or

se
 b

ef
or

e 
th

ey
 g

et
 b

et
te

r, 
gi

ve
n 

th
e 
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e 
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 n

at
io
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lis

m
 a

nd
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ci
sm

, b
ut

 ju
st

 a
s 

hi
st

or
y 

se
em

ed
 to

 b
e 

ta
ki

ng
 o

ne
 d

ire
ct

io
n 

in
 

th
e 

pa
st

, o
nl

y 
fo

r i
t t

o 
ta

ke
 a

no
th

er
, i

t w
ou

ld
 b

e 
a 

m
is

ta
ke

 to
 w

ri
te

 o
ff

 th
os

e 
w

ho
se

 
la

bo
ur

 a
ct

ua
lly

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
th

e 
ba

si
s 

of
 o

ur
 h

um
an

 e
xi

st
en

ce
. T

he
 h

is
to

ri
c 

ch
oi

ce
 a

 
de

ca
yi

ng
 c

ap
it

al
is

t s
ys

te
m

 o
ff

er
s 

us
 is

 s
ti

ll 
“s

oc
ia

lis
m

 o
r b

ar
ba

ris
m

”.

Th
e 

ab
ov

e 
ar

tic
le

 is
 b
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ed

 o
n 

th
e 

in
tr

od
uc

tio
n 

to
 o

ur
 p

ub
lic

 m
ee

tin
g 

in
 N

ew
ca

st
le

 
up

on
 T
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e 

on
 Ju

ly
 2

4 
20

18
.
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U
S 

Po
w

er
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nd
 th

e 
    

 N
ew

 C
ou

rs
e 

To
w

ar
ds

 W
ar

W
e 

liv
e,

 
 

an
d 

ha
ve

 
be

en
 

liv
in

g,
 

in
 

an
 

ep
oc

h 
of

 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

de
ca

de
nc

e.
  

N
ot

w
it

hs
ta

nd
in

g 
lo

ng
er

 l
ife

 e
xp

ec
ta

nc
y,

 t
ec

hn
ol

og
ic

al
 a

dv
an

ce
, 

an
d 

th
e 

cl
ai

m
s 

of
 it

s 
de

fe
nd

er
s,

 th
e 

ca
pi

ta
lis

t s
ys

te
m

 is
 in

ca
pa

bl
e 

of
 a

dd
re

ss
in

g 
ex

is
te

nt
ia

l 
qu

es
ti

on
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

th
e 

de
st

ru
ct

io
n 

of
 t

he
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t 
vi

a 
m

an
-m

ad
e 

cl
im

at
e 

ch
an

ge
.  

A
ft

er
 a

ll,
 t

o 
do

 s
o 

w
ou

ld
 g

et
 in

 t
he

 w
ay

 o
f 

m
ak

in
g 

pr
of

it
s.

  
Sh

or
t-

te
rm

 
ex

pe
di

en
cy

 p
or

te
nd

s 
lo

ng
 te

rm
 d

is
as

te
r. 

 

C
ap

it
al

is
m

 th
ou

gh
 th

re
at

en
s 

th
e 

ve
ry

 e
xi

st
en

ce
 o

f h
um

an
it

y 
in

 m
or

e 
di

re
ct

 w
ay

s.
  

Cu
rr

en
tl

y 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

60
 c

on
fli

ct
s 

ta
ki

ng
 p

la
ce

 a
ro

un
d 

th
e 

w
or

ld
.  

M
an

y 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

go
in

g 
on

 u
nc

he
ck

ed
 f

or
 d

ec
ad

es
.  

M
ill

io
ns

 h
av

e 
di

ed
, w

hi
ls

t 
m

ill
io

ns
 o

f 
ot

he
rs

 
tr

y 
to

 f
le

e 
to

 t
he

 v
er

y 
ad

va
nc

ed
 c

ou
nt

ri
es

 w
ho

 p
ro

vi
de

 t
he

 a
rm

s 
fo

r 
th

es
e 

w
ar

s.
  

Ev
en

 if
 th

ey
 s

ur
vi

ve
 th

e 
jo

ur
ne

y 
th

ei
r e

xi
st

en
ce

 is
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 p

re
ca

ri
ou

s,
 a

s 
ra

ci
st

 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 a
gi

ta
te

 to
 “d

ef
en

d”
 a

 w
ay

 o
f l

ife
 th

at
 h

as
 b

ec
om

e 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 d

if
fic

ul
t 

ev
en

 fo
r t

he
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 in
 th

e 
ad

va
nc

ed
 c

ap
it

al
is

t w
or

ld
.  

U
S 

an
d 

U
K 

re
al

 w
ag

es
 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
st

ag
na

nt
 o

r 
de

cl
in

ed
 s

in
ce

 1
97

9.
  A

nd
 t

he
 la

st
 d

ec
ad

e 
of

 a
us

te
ri

ty
 h

as
 

on
ly

 a
dd

ed
 to

 th
e 

pa
in

. W
ha

t w
e 

ar
e 

ac
tu

al
ly

 li
vi

ng
 th

ro
ug

h 
is

 th
e 

lo
ng

 s
lo

w
 d

ec
ay

 
of

 a
 s

oc
ia

l s
ys

te
m

 in
 c

ris
is

.  
“C

ha
os

” 
an

d 
ev

en
 “d

ec
om

po
si

ti
on

” 
m

ay
 b

e 
w

or
ds

 th
at

 
le

ap
 to

 th
e 

m
in

d 
to

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
cu

rr
en

t e
ve

nt
s.

  B
ut

 th
ey

 re
m

ai
n 

de
sc

ri
pt

io
ns

.  
W

ha
t 

is
 re

qu
ire

d 
is

 a
 m

at
er

ia
lis

t a
na

ly
si

s 
of

 th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

ci
rc

um
st

an
ce

s 
of

 c
ur

re
nt

 re
al

it
y 

in
 o

rd
er

 to
 la

y 
ba

re
, a

nd
 u

nd
er

st
an

d,
 th

e 
fo

rc
es

 b
eh

in
d 

it
.  

O
nc

e 
w

e 
do

 th
at

 w
e 

ca
n 

ha
ve

 a
 b

et
te

r u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 o

f w
he

re
 h

is
to

ry
 is

 ta
ki

ng
 u

s.

In
 t

he
 c

ur
re

nt
 s

it
ua

ti
on

 t
ry

in
g 

to
 m

ak
e 

se
ns

e 
of

 a
ll 

th
e 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
io

ns
 a

nd
 

co
nf

us
io

ns
 w

ou
ld

 s
ee

m
 t

o 
be

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 o

f a
 m

ug
s’

 g
am

e.
  A

ft
er

 a
ll,

 t
he

 c
ur

re
nt

 
co

nv
ul

si
on

s 
in

 t
he

 p
ol

it
ic

al
 a

re
na

 o
f 

th
e 

m
os

t 
p

ow
er

fu
l s

ta
te

 o
n 

ea
rt

h 
m

ak
e 

an
y 

di
sc

us
si

on
 o

f 
it

s 
di

re
ct

io
n 

fr
om

 d
ay

 t
o 

da
y 

al
m

os
t 

im
po

ss
ib

le
.  

 In
 t

hi
s 

ar
ti

cl
e 

w
e 

tr
y 

to
 f

oc
us

 o
n 

bo
th

 t
he

 s
ho

rt
 t

er
m

 im
m

ed
ia

te
 is

su
es

 f
ac

in
g 

th
e 

ne
w

 li
ne

 in
 U

S 
po

lic
y 

bu
t 

al
so

 t
o 

se
t 

th
is

 in
 t

he
 c

on
te

xt
 o

f a
 lo

ng
er

 p
er

sp
ec

ti
ve

 w
hi

ch
 s

ee
s 

th
at

, 
w

ha
te

ve
r 

th
e 

ac
ci

de
nt

s 
of

 h
is

to
ry

, t
he

 u
lt

im
at

e 
fin

al
 s

ol
ut

io
n 

fo
r 

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
 is

 a
 

m
aj

or
 im

pe
ri

al
is

t w
ar

.  

Im
pe

ri
al

is
t R

iv
al

ry
 in

 th
e 

Sy
ri

an
 W

ar
 –

 Is
ra

el
 

G
et

s 
a 

B
la

nk
 C

he
qu

e 
fr

om
 th

e 
U

S

Co
ns

is
te

nc
y,

 o
r 

ev
en

 i
nf

or
m

ed
 d

el
ib

er
at

io
n,

 h
as

 h
ar

dl
y 

be
en

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
is

ti
c 

of
 

D
on

al
d 

Tr
um

p’
s 

fo
re

ig
n 

po
lic

y 
pr

on
ou

nc
em

en
ts

 s
in

ce
 h

e 
be

ca
m

e 
Pr

es
id

en
t o

f t
he

 

   
    

Im
pe

ria
lis

m
       

       
       

       
       

       
   

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
, t

o 
pu

t i
t m

ild
ly

.  
In

 A
pr

il,
 h

e 
an

no
un

ce
d 

th
e 

U
S 

w
ou

ld
 p

ul
l i

ts
 tr

oo
ps

 
ou

t o
f S

yr
ia

 b
ut

 e
xa

ct
ly

 a
 w

ee
k 

la
te

r h
e 

or
de

re
d 

m
is

si
le

 a
tt

ac
ks

 o
n 

Sy
ri

an
 a

ir 
ba

se
s.

  
Th

is
 U

-t
ur

n 
w

as
 p

ro
vo

ke
d 

by
 t

he
 A

ss
ad

 r
eg

im
e’

s 
al

le
ge

d 
dr

op
pi

ng
 o

f 
ch

em
ic

al
 

w
ea

po
ns

 o
n 

ci
vi

lia
ns

 i
n 

th
e 

b
es

ie
ge

d 
to

w
n 

of
 D

ou
m

a.
  

 B
ri

tis
h 

an
d 

Fr
en

ch
 a

ir 
fo

rc
es

 a
ls

o 
jo

in
ed

 t
he

 a
tt

ac
k 

fo
r 

w
hi

ch
 t

he
y 

w
er

e 
pr

ai
se

d 
by

 t
he

 U
S 

Pr
es

id
en

t.   
Br

it
is

h 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n 

in
 t

he
se

 a
tt

ac
ks

 p
ro

m
pt

ed
 t

he
 D

ai
ly

 T
el

eg
ra

ph
 t

o 
he

ad
lin

e 
it

s 
re

po
rt

 “
Co

ul
d 

Br
it

ai
n 

be
 d

ra
w

n 
in

to
 W

or
ld

 W
ar

 T
hr

ee
”. 

 T
he

 T
el

eg
ra

ph
 w

as
 n

ot
 

al
on

e 
in

 r
ai

si
ng

 t
ha

t 
sp

ec
tr

e.
  R

us
si

a 
w

ar
ne

d 
of

 “c
on

se
qu

en
ce

s”
 a

ft
er

 t
he

 a
tt

ac
ks

, 
w

it
h 

Pr
es

id
en

t P
ut

in
 la

b
el

lin
g 

th
e 

st
ri

ke
s 

an
 “a

ct
 o

f a
gg

re
ss

io
n”

 th
at

 c
ou

ld
 “h

av
e 

a 
de

st
ru

ct
iv

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
n 

th
e 

en
ti

re
 s

ys
te

m
 o

f i
nt

er
na

ti
on

al
 re

la
ti

on
s.

” 
[1

] 

A
t f

ir
st

 s
ig

ht
 th

is
 a

la
rm

 a
pp

ea
rs

 p
re

m
at

ur
e.

  T
he

 s
tr

ik
es

 o
f 1

4 
A

pr
il 

20
18

 w
er

e,
 a

ft
er

 
al

l, 
on

ly
 a

 r
ep

ea
t 

of
 a

 s
im

ila
r 

at
ta

ck
 b

y 
U

S 
fo

rc
es

 e
xa

ct
ly

 o
ne

 y
ea

r 
ea

rl
ie

r. 
 T

he
y 

se
em

 ty
pi

ca
l o

f t
he

 o
ne

-o
ff

 a
ct

io
ns

 o
f a

 U
S 

Pr
es

id
en

t w
ho

 li
ke

s g
ra

nd
 g

es
tu

re
s (

lik
e 

th
e 

dr
op

pi
ng

 o
f t

he
 la

rg
es

t c
on

ve
nt

io
na

l b
om

b 
in

 h
is

to
ry

 o
n 

an
 A

fg
ha

n 
m

ou
nt

ai
n,

 
su

pp
os

ed
ly

 to
 a

tt
ac

k 
th

e 
Ta

lib
an

 la
st

 y
ea

r)
.  

 F
ur

th
er

m
or

e,
 in

 th
e 

A
pr

il 
at

ta
ck

s 
b

ot
h 

Ru
ss

ia
n 

an
d 

Ir
an

ia
n 

m
ili

ta
ry

 f
ac

ili
ti

es
 w

er
e 

av
oi

de
d 

an
d 

th
e 

Ru
ss

ia
ns

 m
ay

 e
ve

n 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

se
cr

et
ly

 w
ar

ne
d 

of
 w

ha
t w

as
 c

om
in

g 
(a

nd
, a

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 o

ne
 A

l J
az

ee
ra

 
re

po
rt

, t
he

y 
th

en
 ti

pp
ed

 o
ff

 th
e 

Sy
ri

an
s w

ho
 a

ls
o 

ev
ac

ua
te

d 
th

e 
th

re
at

en
ed

 b
as

es
).  

Th
is

 w
as

 th
us

 m
or

e 
of

 a
 w

ar
ni

ng
 th

an
 a

 d
ev

as
ta

ti
ng

 m
ili

ta
ry

 b
lo

w
.  

[2
]

A
nd

 th
en

 th
er

e 
is

 th
e,

 b
y 

no
w

, u
su

al
 c

on
fu

si
on

 in
 th

e 
Tr

um
p 

W
hi

te
 H

ou
se

.  
O

n 
th

e 
ni

gh
t 

of
 t

he
 a

tt
ac

ks
, T

ru
m

p 
sa

id
 t

he
 U

S 
w

as
 “

pr
ep

ar
ed

 t
o 

su
st

ai
n 

th
is

 r
es

p
on

se
 

un
ti

l 
th

e 
Sy

ri
an

 r
eg

im
e 

st
op

s 
it

s 
us

e 
of

 p
ro

hi
bi

te
d 

ch
em

ic
al

 a
ge

nt
s.

” 
 B

ut
 s

oo
n 

af
te

r, 
Ja

m
es

 M
at

tis
, t

he
 S

ec
re

ta
ry

 fo
r D

ef
en

se
 c

on
tr

ad
ic

te
d 

hi
m

. “
Ri

gh
t n

ow
, t

hi
s 

is
 

a 
on

e-
ti

m
e 

sh
ot

, d
es

ig
ne

d 
to

 s
et

 b
ac

k 
th

e 
Sy

ri
an

 w
ar

 m
ac

hi
ne

’s
 a

bi
lit

y 
to

 p
ro

du
ce

 
ch

em
ic

al
 w

ea
p

on
s.

”

Th
er

e 
w

as
 f

ur
th

er
 i

nc
oh

er
en

ce
 t

he
 d

ay
 a

ft
er

 t
he

 a
tt

ac
k 

on
 S

yr
ia

.  
A

t 
th

at
 t

im
e 

N
ik

ki
 H

al
ey

, 
th

e 
U

S 
A

m
ba

ss
ad

or
, 

an
no

un
ce

d 
in

 t
he

 U
N

 t
ha

t 
fu

rt
he

r 
ec

on
om

ic
 

sa
nc

ti
on

s 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

ta
ke

n 
ag

ai
ns

t 
Ru

ss
ia

 f
or

 it
s 

su
pp

or
t 

fo
r 

th
e 

Sy
ri

an
 c

he
m

ic
al

 
w

ea
po

ns
 p

ro
gr

am
m

e.
  

 S
he

 t
he

n 
fo

un
d 

ou
t 

th
at

 T
ru

m
p 

ha
d 

ch
an

ge
d 

hi
s 

m
in

d,
 

pr
es

um
ab

ly
 in

 o
rd

er
 n

ot
 to

 a
nt

ag
on

is
e 

Pu
ti

n 
(w

ho
 h

e 
w

as
 d

ue
 to

 m
ee

t i
n 

H
el

si
nk

i 
in

 J
ul

y 
– 

a 
m

ee
ti

ng
 w

hi
ch

 s
ub

se
qu

en
tl

y 
re

ve
al

ed
 y

et
 m

or
e 

co
nf

us
io

n 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

re
al

 d
ire

ct
io

n 
of

 U
S 

im
p

er
ia

lis
t p

ol
ic

y)
.

D
es

pi
te

 a
ll 

th
e 

co
nf

us
io

n,
 a

nd
 s

ud
de

n 
sh

if
ts

 o
f 

p
ol

ic
y,

 t
he

 S
yr

ia
n 

co
nf

lic
t, 

fa
r 

fr
om

 w
in

di
ng

 d
ow

n,
 d

oe
s 

se
em

 t
o 

b
e 

m
ov

in
g 

in
to

 a
n 

in
fin

ite
ly

 w
id

er
 a

nd
 m

or
e 

da
ng

er
ou

s 
co

nt
ex

t 
en

gu
lf

in
g 

th
e 

w
id

er
 M

id
dl

e 
Ea

st
 a

nd
 b

ey
on

d.
   

To
da

y 
Tu

rk
ey

, 
Ir

an
, R

us
si

a,
 t

he
 U

SA
, B

ri
ta

in
, F

ra
nc

e,
 S

au
di

 A
ra

bi
a,

 a
nd

 Q
at

ar
, a

re
 a

ll 
in

vo
lv

ed
 t

o 
va

ri
ou

s 
de

gr
ee

s,
 w

it
h 

Is
ra

el
 w

at
ch

in
g 

an
d 

in
te

rv
en

in
g 

w
he

n,
 a

nd
 w

he
re

, i
t 

fe
el

s 
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Re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
Re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
11

 Im
pe

ria
lis

m
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

  

a 
ne

ed
 t

o 
co

un
te

r 
th

e 
Ir

an
ia

n 
an

d 
H

ez
bo

lla
h 

bu
ild

-u
p.

  
 T

he
 S

au
di

s 
an

d 
Q

at
ar

is
 

st
ill

 s
up

po
rt

 ji
ha

di
st

 g
ro

up
s 

bu
t 

th
e 

re
m

ai
ni

ng
, m

or
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
, p

ow
er

s 
in

 S
yr

ia
 

ei
th

er
 h

av
e 

bo
ot

s 
on

 t
he

 g
ro

un
d 

th
er

e,
 a

nd
/o

r 
ar

e 
su

pp
ly

in
g 

ai
r 

co
ve

r 
fo

r 
th

ei
r 

ch
os

en
 s

ur
ro

ga
te

.  
Th

e 
on

e 
co

ns
is

te
nt

 a
nd

 d
an

ge
ro

us
 t

hr
ea

d 
in

 U
S 

po
lic

y 
he

re
 is

 
it

s 
ab

so
lu

te
 o

pp
os

it
io

n 
to

 g
ro

w
in

g 
Ir

an
ia

n 
in

flu
en

ce
 in

 th
e 

re
gi

on
.  

 

Th
e 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
es

 o
f 

th
is

 a
re

 a
lr

ea
dy

 c
le

ar
. 

 T
he

 U
S’

 u
ni

la
te

ra
l 

w
it

hd
ra

w
al

 
fr

om
 t

he
 J

oi
nt

 C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

of
 A

ct
io

n 
(o

r 
Ir

an
 n

uc
le

ar
 d

ea
l)

, 
an

d 
th

e 
fo

rm
al

 t
ra

ns
fe

r 
of

 t
he

 U
S 

Em
ba

ss
y 

to
 J

er
us

al
em

 m
ea

ns
 t

ha
t 

an
y 

U
S 

pr
et

en
ce

 
of

 “
re

st
ra

in
in

g”
 Is

ra
el

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ab

an
do

ne
d.

  T
he

 U
SA

’s
 s

ub
se

qu
en

t 
de

fe
nc

e 
of

 
Is

ra
el

’s
 s

ho
ot

in
g 

of
 t

ho
us

an
ds

 o
f 

de
m

on
st

ra
to

rs
 (a

nd
 t

he
 k

ill
in

g 
of

 o
ve

r 
13

0 
of

 
th

em
) 

on
 t

he
 G

az
a 

bo
rd

er
 in

 t
he

 U
N

 S
ec

ur
it

y 
Co

un
ci

l o
nl

y 
un

de
rl

in
es

 t
hi

s 
ne

w
 

po
lic

y 
de

pa
rt

ur
e.

 [
3]

  

A
nd

 t
he

 d
an

ge
r 

si
gn

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
M

id
dl

e 
Ea

st
 c

on
ti

nu
e 

to
 g

ro
w

.  
O

n 
A

pr
il 

9,
 a

 f
ew

 
da

ys
 b

ef
or

e 
th

e 
U

S 
m

is
si

le
 a

tt
ac

k 
on

 S
yr

ia
, 

Is
ra

el
 s

tr
uc

k 
at

 a
ir

 f
or

ce
 b

as
e 

T4
 

ne
ar

 T
iy

as
.  

Th
is

 is
 u

se
d 

by
 t

he
 I

ra
ni

an
 R

ev
ol

ut
io

na
ry

 G
ua

rd
s.

  
7 

Ir
an

ia
ns

 w
er

e 
ki

lle
d 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e 
co

m
m

an
de

r 
of

 t
he

 Ir
an

ia
n 

dr
on

e 
op

er
at

io
ns

 f
ro

m
 S

yr
ia

.  
It

 
w

as
 f

ro
m

 h
er

e 
th

at
 a

 d
ro

ne
 h

ad
 e

nt
er

ed
 Is

ra
el

 t
he

 p
re

vi
ou

s 
Fe

br
ua

ry
.  

A
 s

en
io

r 
Is

ra
el

i o
ff

ic
ia

l c
on

fi
rm

ed
 t

o 
th

e 
N

ew
 Y

or
k 

Ti
m

es
 t

ha
t 

Is
ra

el
 h

ad
 s

tr
uc

k 
th

e 
ba

se
 

an
d 

un
de

rl
in

ed
 it

s 
si

gn
if

ic
an

ce
 b

y 
ad

di
ng

 “
It

 w
as

 t
he

 f
ir

st
 t

im
e 

w
e 

at
ta

ck
ed

 li
ve

 
Ir

an
ia

n 
ta

rg
et

s 
– 

bo
th

 f
ac

ili
ti

es
 a

nd
 p

eo
pl

e.
” 

 [4
]

M
at

te
rs

 h
av

e 
no

t e
nd

ed
 th

er
e.

  T
he

re
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n 
tw

o 
m

or
e 

dr
on

e 
in

cu
rs

io
ns

 fr
om

 
Sy

ri
a 

in
to

 I
sr

ae
l 

si
nc

e 
(s

ho
t 

do
w

n 
by

 P
at

ri
ot

 m
is

si
le

s)
 a

nd
 I

sr
ae

l 
ha

s 
ca

rr
ie

d 
ou

t 
a 

se
ri

es
 o

f 
at

ta
ck

s 
on

 H
ez

b
ol

la
h,

 S
yr

ia
n 

A
rm

y 
an

d 
Ir

an
ia

n 
po

si
ti

on
s 

in
si

de
 S

yr
ia

.  
Th

is
 a

ls
o 

in
cl

ud
ed

 a
 f

ur
th

er
 a

tt
ac

k 
on

 t
he

 T
4 

ai
rb

as
e,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 a
ls

o 
us

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
Ru

ss
ia

ns
, o

n 
Ju

ly
 8

.  
 T

he
 s

am
e 

Is
ra

el
i m

in
is

te
r 

qu
ot

ed
 a

bo
ve

 m
ad

e 
th

e 
si

tu
at

io
n 

cl
ea

r. 
 H

e 
to

ld
 th

e 
N

ew
 Y

or
k 

Ti
m

es
 th

at
 “A

 n
ew

 p
ha

se
 h

as
 b

eg
un

 a
nd

 th
e 

ne
xt

 w
ar

 
w

ill
 b

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
Is

ra
el

 a
nd

 Ir
an

”. 
 D

ef
en

ce
 M

in
is

te
r A

vi
gd

or
 L

ie
be

rm
an

 a
dd

ed
 th

at
 

“w
e 

m
us

t 
do

 w
ha

t 
w

e 
m

us
t, 

in
 o

rd
er

 t
o 

pr
ev

en
t 

Ir
an

ia
n 

co
ns

ol
id

at
io

n 
in

 S
yr

ia
”.    

O
n 

2 
M

ay
 2

01
8 

th
e 

Kn
es

se
t 

(Is
ra

el
’s

 P
ar

lia
m

en
t)

 p
as

se
d 

a 
la

w
 a

llo
w

in
g 

w
ar

 t
o 

be
 

de
cl

ar
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

Pr
im

e 
M

in
is

te
r (

N
et

an
ya

hu
) a

nd
 th

e 
D

ef
en

ce
 M

in
is

te
r i

n 
“e

xt
re

m
e 

ci
rc

um
st

an
ce

s”
 w

it
ho

ut
 h

av
in

g 
to

 c
on

su
lt

 a
ny

on
e 

el
se

.  
Th

is
 is

 p
ar

t o
f p

re
pa

ra
ti

on
 

fo
r 

w
ar

 w
it

h 
Ir

an
, 

bu
t 

no
t 

ju
st

 I
ra

n.
  

 A
s 

Il 
Pa

rt
ito

 C
om

un
is

ta
 I

nt
er

na
zi

on
al

is
ta

 
(B

at
ta

gl
ia

 C
om

un
is

ta
), 

ou
r s

is
te

r g
ro

up
 in

 It
al

y,
 c

om
m

en
te

d:

Th
is

 is
 a

ls
o 

a 
w

ar
ni

ng
 fo

r 
Ru

ss
ia

, s
in

ce
 T

el
 A

vi
v 

w
ill

 n
ot

 a
llo

w
 M

os
co

w
 to

 h
in

de
r 

its
 p

la
ns

 t
o 

co
un

te
ra

ct
 t

he
 Ir

an
ia

n 
pr

es
en

ce
 in

 S
yr

ia
 in

 a
ny

 w
ay

.  
M

or
eo

ve
r, 

th
e 

M
in

is
te

r 
hi

m
se

lf 
ha

s 
op

en
ly

 a
cc

us
ed

 t
he

 T
eh

ra
n 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

of
 f

in
an

ci
ng

 t
he

 
“t

er
ro

ris
ts

” 
of

 H
am

as
 a

nd
 H

ez
bo

lla
h,

 w
hi

ch
 w

ith
ou

t 
th

ei
r 

he
lp

 i
n 

m
on

ey
 a

nd
 

ar
m

s,
 w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
 p

re
se

nt
 su

ch
 a

 s
er

io
us

 th
re

at
 to

 “p
ea

ce
” i

n 
th

e 
M

id
dl

e 

   
    

    
 Im

pe
ria

lis
m
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to

 p
la

y.
  A

no
th

er
 

gr
ip

e 
of

 t
he

 T
ur

ks
 w

as
 t

ha
t 

N
AT

O
  

st
at

io
ne

d 
Pa

tr
io

t 
m

is
si

le
s 

on
 T

ur
ki

sh
 s

oi
l 

at
 

Tu
rk

ey
’s

 r
eq

ue
st

, b
ut

 t
he

se
 r

em
ai

ne
d 

un
de

r 
th

e 
co

nt
ro

l o
f t

he
 U

S 
or

 o
th

er
 N

AT
O

 
po

w
er

s.
  

Tu
rk

ey
 o

ft
en

 c
om

pl
ai

ne
d 

th
at

 t
he

y 
w

er
e 

to
o 

sl
ow

 t
o 

re
ac

t 
to

 t
hr

ea
ts

.   
A

lo
ng

 c
am

e 
Pu

ti
n 

to
 s

el
l d

oz
en

s 
of

 S
-4

00
 m

is
si

le
s 

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
Tu

rk
s 

ha
ve

 c
om

m
an

d 
an

d 
co

nt
ro

l 
ov

er
.  

A
t 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
ti

m
e 

th
e 

tw
o 

ha
ve

 s
ig

ne
d 

an
 o

il 
pa

ct
 (

ov
er

 t
he

 
Tu

rk
is

h 
St

re
am

 p
ip

el
in

e)
 a

nd
 R

us
si

a 
is

 n
ow

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
a 

nu
cl

ea
r 

p
ow

er
 s

ta
ti

on
 i

n 
A

na
to

lia
. [
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 It

 is
 a

 fa
r 

cr
y 

fr
om

 t
he

 C
ol

d 
W

ar
 d

ay
s 

w
he

n 
U

S 
nu

cl
ea

r 
m

is
si

le
s 

w
er

e 
ba

se
d 

in
 a

 s
tr

on
gl

y 
pr

o-
N

AT
O

 T
ur

ke
y 

p
oi

nt
in

g 
di

re
ct

ly
 a

t t
he

 h
ea

rt
 o

f t
he

 o
ld

 U
SS

R.
 

D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

Co
ld

 W
ar

 th
e 

w
or

ld
 g

ot
 u

se
d 

to
 la

rg
el

y 
pr

ox
y 

w
ar

s 
b

et
w

ee
n 

cl
ie

nt
s 

of
 

th
e 

th
en

 t
w

o 
su

p
er

-p
ow

er
s 

or
 b

et
w

ee
n 

on
e 

su
pe

rp
ow

er
 a

nd
 a

 p
ro

xy
 o

f t
he

 o
th

er
 

bu
t 

w
ha

t 
is

 h
ap

pe
ni

ng
 m

or
e 

re
ce

nt
ly

 i
n 

th
e 

M
id

dl
e 

Ea
st

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

s 
a 

m
or

e 
di

re
ct

 c
on

fr
on

ta
ti

on
 o

f t
he

 g
re

at
 p

ow
er

s,
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 R
us

si
a 

an
d 

th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
.  

U
S 

ai
r 

st
ri

ke
s 

ha
ve

 a
lre

ad
y 

ki
lle

d 
Ru

ss
ia

n 
p

er
so

nn
el

 (
ac

ti
ng

 a
s 

m
ili

ta
ry

 a
dv

is
or

s 
to

 t
he

 S
yr

ia
n 

A
rm

y)
.  

Th
ou

gh
 t

hi
s 

w
as

 a
cc

id
en

ta
l i

t 
is

 a
 d

ire
ct

 c
on

fr
on

ta
ti

on
 t

ha
t 

di
d 

no
t h

ap
pe

n 
in

 th
e 

Co
ld

 W
ar

.  
A

nd
 in

 th
e 

M
id

dl
e 

Ea
st

, d
es

pi
te

 a
ll 

th
e 

co
nf

us
ed

 
ka

le
id

os
co

pe
 o

f i
nt

er
es

ts
 w

hi
ch

 h
av

e 
sw

ir
le

d 
ar

ou
nd

 th
e 

Sy
ri

an
 c

on
fli

ct
, t

he
 b

at
tl

e 
lin

es
 a

re
 n

ow
 m

or
e 

cl
ea

rl
y 

dr
aw

n.
   

Th
e 

Tr
um

p 
ad

m
in

is
tr

at
io

n 
ha

s 
pi

ck
ed

 u
p 

th
e 

ba
to

n 
of

 G
eo

rg
e 

W
 B

us
h 

in
 s

ee
ki

ng
 to

 im
po

se
 U

S 
m

ili
ta

ry
 p

ow
er

 o
n 

a 
re

ca
lc

it
ra

nt
 

M
id

dl
e 

Ea
st

er
n 

st
at

e.
   

Th
is

 t
im

e 
it

 is
 a

im
ed

 a
t 

Ir
an

, w
hi

ch
 is

 w
hy

 t
he

 U
S 

is
 g

iv
in

g 
bo

th
 S

au
di

 A
ra

bi
a 

an
d 

Is
ra

el
 s

ub
st

an
tia

l b
ac

ki
ng

 f
or

 t
he

ir 
at

ro
ci

ti
es

 in
 G

az
a 

an
d 

Ye
m

en
.  

 T
he

 p
at

te
rn

 fo
r 

th
e 

ne
ar

 fu
tu

re
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

se
t. 

 T
he

ir 
al

lia
nc

e 
ag

ai
ns

t 
Ir

an
 

br
in

gs
 w

it
h 

it
 a

n 
en

ha
nc

ed
 r

is
k 

of
 a

 w
id

er
 c

on
fla

gr
at

io
n.

  
Ev

en
 t

ho
se

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
st

at
es

 w
ho

 w
is

h 
to

 c
on

ti
nu

e 
th

e 
Ir

an
 n

uc
le

ar
 a

cc
or

d,
 li

ke
 F

ra
nc

e 
an

d 
Br

it
ai

n,
 a

re
 

pi
lin

g 
in

to
 S

au
di

 A
ra

bi
a 

w
it

h 
ar

m
s 

sa
le

s.
 [1

0]
 A

nd
, o

f c
ou

rs
e,

 in
 th

e 
la

st
 7

 y
ea

rs
 th

e 
m

ai
n 

su
ff

er
er

s 
ar

e 
th

os
e 

m
ill

io
ns

 o
f 

de
ad

, m
ai

m
ed

 a
nd

 d
is

pl
ac

ed
, l

iv
in

g 
on

 t
he

 
m

ar
gi

ns
 o

f e
xi

st
en

ce
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
M

id
dl

e 
Ea

st
 a

nd
 b

ey
on

d.

A
n 

A
ge

 o
f U

nc
er

ta
in

ty

D
an

ge
ro

us
 t

ho
ug

h 
th

e 
ne

w
 r

ea
lit

y 
in

 a
 M

id
dl

e 
Ea

st
 w

hi
ch

 h
as

 a
lre

ad
y 

se
en

 t
he

 
lo

ss
 o

f m
ill

io
ns

 o
f l

iv
es

 is
, w

e 
ne

ed
 to

 p
ut

 th
e 

w
ho

le
 q

ue
st

io
n 

of
 im

p
er

ia
lis

t r
iv

al
ry

 
in

to
 a

 w
id

er
 c

on
te

xt
.
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tiv
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tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv
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17

   
    

 Im
pe

ria
lis

m
      

      
      

      
      

     

In
 1

94
5 

th
e 

U
SA

 e
m

er
ge

d 
as

 t
he

 g
re

at
es

t 
im

p
er

ia
lis

t 
po

w
er

 in
 t

he
 h

is
to

ry
 o

f 
th

e 
w

or
ld

, w
it

h 
a 

m
uc

h 
le

ss
 p

ow
er

fu
l U

SS
R 

as
 it

s 
on

ly
 r

iv
al

.  
Th

is
 r

iv
al

ry
 w

as
 b

as
ed

 
le

ss
 o

n 
id

eo
lo

gy
 t

ha
n 

on
 t

he
 f

ac
t 

th
at

 t
he

 U
SS

R 
co

ul
d 

ex
cl

ud
e 

U
S 

tr
ad

e 
an

d 
th

e 
al

m
ig

ht
y 

do
lla

r 
fr

om
 E

as
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e.
  

W
he

n 
Ch

in
a,

 N
or

th
 K

or
ea

 e
tc

 f
el

l i
nt

o 
th

e 
U

SS
R 

or
bi

t t
hi

s 
on

ly
 in

te
ns

ifi
ed

 th
e 

ri
va

lr
y,

 a
nd

 th
e 

tw
o 

be
ga

n 
an

 a
rm

s 
ra

ce
 w

hi
ch

 
cu

lm
in

at
ed

 in
 t

he
 n

ea
r 

di
sa

st
er

 o
f t

he
 C

ub
an

 m
is

si
le

 c
ris

is
 o

f 1
96

2.
  T

he
 fa

ct
 t

ha
t 

W
or

ld
 W

ar
 T

hr
ee

 d
id

 n
ot

 b
re

ak
 o

ut
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
Co

ld
 W

ar
 h

as
 o

ft
en

 b
ee

n 
pu

t 
do

w
n 

to
 t

he
 M

A
D

 t
he

or
y.

  I
t 

m
ay

 h
av

e 
pl

ay
ed

 a
 p

ar
t 

in
 it

 b
ut

 t
hi

s 
sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

ex
ag

ge
ra

te
d.

  
M

or
e 

fu
nd

am
en

ta
lly

, n
ei

th
er

 t
he

 U
SS

R 
no

r 
th

e 
U

SA
 h

ad
 a

 v
es

te
d 

in
te

re
st

 in
 a

ll-
ou

t w
ar

. A
ft

er
 a

ll 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

b
ot

h 
“w

in
ne

rs
” i

n 
19

45
. W

ha
t t

he
y 

fe
ar

ed
 

m
os

t 
w

as
 a

ny
 fu

rt
he

r 
ex

te
ns

io
n 

of
 t

he
 o

th
er

’s
 e

m
pi

re
 a

nd
 t

he
 m

aj
or

 w
ar

s 
of

 t
hi

s 
pe

ri
od

 (K
or

ea
, V

ie
tn

am
, A

fg
ha

ni
st

an
) 

w
er

e 
al

l a
bo

ut
 t

ha
t. 

 A
t 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
ti

m
e 

th
e 

m
as

si
ve

 d
ev

al
ua

ti
on

 a
nd

 d
es

tr
uc

ti
on

 o
f c

ap
it

al
 in

 th
e 

Se
co

nd
 W

or
ld

 W
ar

 la
un

ch
ed

 
a 

ne
w

 c
yc

le
 o

f 
ac

cu
m

ul
at

io
n 

w
hi

ch
 p

ro
du

ce
d 

a 
p

os
t-

w
ar

 b
oo

m
 u

np
re

ce
de

nt
ed

 
in

 th
e 

hi
st

or
y 

of
 c

ap
it

al
is

m
.  

Th
is

 to
o 

re
m

ov
ed

 s
om

e 
of

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 im
pe

ra
ti

ve
s 

th
at

 a
cc

om
pa

ny
 a

ny
 d

ri
ve

 to
 w

ar
.

Th
e 

U
S,

 in
 p

ar
ti

cu
la

r, 
co

ul
d 

be
 s

at
is

fie
d.

 U
nl

ik
e 

Eu
ro

pe
 a

nd
 t

he
 U

SS
R 

it
 h

ad
 n

ot
 

su
ff

er
ed

 t
he

 d
ev

as
ta

ti
on

 o
f w

ar
 o

n 
it

s 
te

rr
ito

ry
 a

nd
 it

 h
ad

 e
m

er
ge

d 
as

 b
y 

fa
r 

th
e 

ri
ch

es
t a

nd
 m

os
t p

ow
er

fu
l e

co
no

m
y 

on
 th

e 
pl

an
et

.  I
t h

ad
 th

e 
fin

an
ci

al
 a

nd
 m

ili
ta

ry
 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
to

 d
ef

en
d 

it
s 

ha
lf 

of
 E

ur
op

e 
(e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 in
 F

ra
nc

e,
 It

al
y 

an
d 

G
re

ec
e 

vi
a 

th
e 

M
ar

sh
al

l P
la

n)
 fr

om
 fu

rt
he

r e
nc

ro
ac

hm
en

t 
by

 th
e 

U
SS

R.
  I

t 
al

so
 d

om
in

at
ed

 a
ll 

th
e 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l i
ns

ti
tu

ti
on

s 
se

t u
p 

to
 p

ro
vi

de
 th

e 
ru

le
s 

fo
r t

he
 n

ew
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

or
de

r. 
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l b

od
ie

s 
lik

e 
th

e 
U

N
 (b

as
ed

 in
 N

ew
 Y

or
k)

, a
nd

 it
s 

ag
en

ci
es

, l
ik

e 
th

e 
IM

F,
 t

he
 W

or
ld

 B
an

k 
an

d 
G

AT
T 

(t
od

ay
 t

he
 W

TO
) e

ns
ur

ed
 t

ha
t 

th
is

 n
ew

 w
or

ld
 

or
de

r w
as

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 (o

ut
si

de
 th

e 
So

vi
et

 e
m

pi
re

 a
nd

 it
s 

al
lie

s)
 a

n 
A

m
er

ic
an

 o
rd

er
.  

Pe
rh

ap
s 

m
os

t 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

ly
 o

f 
al

l, 
th

e 
U

S 
co

m
p

el
le

d 
th

e 
“f

re
e 

w
or

ld
” 

at
 B

re
tt

on
 

W
oo

ds
 in

 1
94

4 
to

 m
ak

e 
th

e 
do

lla
r t

he
 n

ew
 g

ol
d 

st
an

da
rd

 in
 w

or
ld

 c
om

m
er

ce
.  

O
ne

 
of

 th
e 

m
at

er
ia

l b
as

es
 o

f t
he

 c
on

ti
nu

ed
 ri

va
lr

y 
w

it
h 

th
e 

U
SS

R 
w

as
 th

at
 it

s 
em

pi
re

, b
y 

no
t h

av
in

g 
cu

rr
en

ci
es

 c
on

ve
rt

ib
le

 in
to

 th
e 

do
lla

r, 
w

as
 o

ut
si

de
 U

S 
co

nt
ro

l. 
 In

de
ed

, 
ha

d 
th

e 
so

-c
al

le
d 

“c
om

m
un

is
t”

 c
ou

nt
ri

es
 u

se
d 

co
nv

er
ti

bl
e 

cu
rr

en
ci

es
, A

m
er

ic
an

 
ec

on
om

ic
 p

ow
er

 w
ou

ld
 s

oo
n 

ha
ve

 p
re

va
ile

d.

Th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 t

he
 p

os
t-

w
ar

 b
oo

m
 U

S 
im

pe
ri

al
is

t 
po

lic
y 

ca
n 

be
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
ed

 a
s 

ei
th

er
 s

ch
iz

op
hr

en
ic

 o
r 

hy
po

cr
it

ic
al

 s
in

ce
 it

 c
ha

m
pi

on
ed

 d
em

oc
ra

cy
, t

he
 r

ul
e 

of
 

la
w

 a
nd

 t
he

 “
hu

m
an

 r
ig

ht
s”

 o
nl

y 
fo

un
d 

in
 t

he
 “

fr
ee

 w
or

ld
”. 

 A
t 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
ti

m
e 

th
e 

po
pu

la
ti

on
s 

of
 p

la
ce

s 
lik

e 
G

ua
te

m
al

a 
(1

95
4)

, V
ie

tn
am

 (1
96

2-
75

), 
Ch

ile
 (1

97
3)

 
of

te
n 

fo
un

d 
th

at
 t

he
se

 v
al

ue
s 

w
er

e 
no

t 
fo

r 
th

em
 w

he
n 

th
e 

U
S 

ei
th

er
 i

nv
ad

ed
, 

or
 s

up
po

rt
ed

 t
he

 o
ve

rt
hr

ow
 o

f 
de

m
oc

ra
ti

ca
lly

 e
le

ct
ed

 l
ea

de
rs

 r
eg

ar
de

d 
as

 
ha

rm
fu

l 
to

 U
S 

in
te

re
st

s.
  

Th
e 

U
S 

al
so

 s
up

po
rt

ed
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

of
 “

an
ti

-c
om

m
un

is
t”

 
di

ct
at

or
s 

in
 L

at
in

 A
m

er
ic

a,
 A

fr
ic

a 
an

d 
A

si
a 

on
 th

e 
gr

ou
nd

s 
th

at
 e

ac
h 

on
e 

“m
ay

 b
e 

 
    

    
 Im

pe
ria

lis
m

    
    

    
    

    
   

a 
so

n 
of

 a
 b

itc
h 

bu
t h

e 
is

 o
ur

 s
on

 o
f a

 b
itc

h”
. [
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]  

O
nc

e 
th

e 
Co

ld
 w

ar
 w

as
 o

ve
r t

he
re

 
w

as
 a

 r
et

re
at

 fr
om

 s
up

p
or

t 
fo

r 
di

ct
at

or
s 

(e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 a

s 
a 

lo
t 

of
 t

he
m

 w
er

e 
no

w
 t

o 
be

 fo
un

d 
in

 th
e 

ol
d 

So
vi

et
 E

m
pi

re
) s

in
ce

 th
e 

U
S 

no
w

 w
an

te
d 

to
 id

eo
lo

gi
ca

lly
 ra

m
 

ho
m

e 
th

e 
vi

rt
ue

s 
of

 it
s 

sy
st

em
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

“t
he

 r
ul

e 
of

 la
w

” 
w

hi
ch

 h
ad

 t
ri

um
ph

ed
 

ov
er

 “c
om

m
un

is
t d

ic
ta

to
rs

hi
p”

.  
Th

is
 id

eo
lo

gi
ca

l s
up

er
io

ri
ty

 c
om

pl
ex

 d
id

 n
ot

 s
to

p 
it

s 
ag

en
ts

 fr
om

 u
si

ng
 a

ll 
ki

nd
s 

of
 u

nd
er

co
ve

r o
p

er
at

io
ns

 to
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

at
 th

e 
re

gi
m

e 
ch

an
ge

s 
th

at
 d

id
 t

ak
e 

ef
fe

ct
 d

id
 s

o 
in

 w
ay

s 
b

en
ef

ic
ia

l t
o 

U
S 

in
te

re
st

s.
  B

ut
 it

 d
id

 
pr

ov
id

e 
a 

ki
nd

 o
f p

er
ve

rt
ed

 ju
st

ifi
ca

ti
on

 fo
r i

ts
 in

va
si

on
s 

of
 Ir

aq
 a

nd
 A

fg
ha

ni
st

an
.  

D
es

pi
te

 t
he

 t
ri

um
ph

al
is

m
 o

ve
r 

th
e 

“c
ol

la
ps

e 
of

 c
om

m
un

is
m

” 
(s

ic
) 

ho
w

ev
er

, t
he

 
W

es
t i

ts
el

f h
ad

 a
ls

o 
b

ee
n 

pl
ag

ue
d 

w
it

h 
a 

gn
aw

in
g 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pi

ng
 e

co
no

m
ic

 c
ris

is
.  

Th
e 

en
d 

of
 th

e 
p

os
t w

ar
 b

oo
m

 (w
hi

ch
 c

am
e 

in
 th

e 
la

te
 6

0s
 o

r e
ar

ly
 7

0s
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ey

 li
ke

 it
 o

r 
no

t. 
 

An
d 

th
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 o
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 p

ro
du

ce
 m

ic
ro

ch
ip

s.
  C

hi
na

 s
p

en
ds

 m
or

e 
on

 im
p

or
ti

ng
 s

ili
co

n 
th

an
 it

 d
oe

s 
on

 o
il.

 [1
7]

 It
s 

at
te

m
pt

s 
to

 b
uy

 U
S 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n 
bl

oc
ke

d 
at

 
ev

er
y 

tu
rn

 b
y 

th
e 

U
S 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t 

an
d 

th
is

, o
f c

ou
rs

e,
 th

re
at

en
s 

an
y 

le
ad

 it
 m

ig
ht

 
ha

ve
 in

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
.  

Ch
in

a 
is

 u
rg

en
tl

y 
tr

yi
ng

 to
 a

dd
re

ss
 th

is
 is

su
e 

bu
t 

 
 

 
    

 Im
pe

ria
lis

m
 



24
Re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
Re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
25

   
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
  I

m
pe

ria
lis

m
    

    

so
 fa

r w
it

h 
lim

ite
d 

su
cc

es
s.

 

It
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

m
or

e 
su

cc
es

sf
ul

 in
 c

as
hi

ng
 in

 o
n 

Tr
um

p’
s 

de
ci

si
on

 t
o 

pu
ll 

ou
t 

of
 t

he
 

Tr
an

s-
Pa

ci
fic

 P
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

. T
hi

s h
as

 a
llo

w
ed

 it
 to

 w
in

 m
or

e 
in

flu
en

ce
 in

 A
si

a.
  C

hi
na

 is
 

al
so

 s
up

po
rt

in
g 

th
e 

Eu
ro

p
ea

n 
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
 in

 th
ei

r a
tt

em
pt

 to
 k

ee
p 

th
e 

Ir
an

 d
ea

l 
al

iv
e.

  A
s 

w
e 

w
ri

te
, n

ew
 tr

ad
e 

ta
lk

s 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
EU

 a
nd

 C
hi

na
 a

re
 o

ng
oi

ng
.  

Ch
in

a 
is

 a
ls

o 
of

fe
ri

ng
 lo

an
s 

to
 e

m
er

gi
ng

 m
ar

ke
ts

 li
ke

 A
rg

en
ti

na
 t

o 
of

fs
et

 t
he

 d
ra

m
at

ic
 

co
lla

ps
e 

of
 th

ei
r c

ur
re

nc
ie

s,
 a

nd
 h

av
in

g 
to

 re
ly

 o
n 

th
e 

IM
F 

fo
r b

ai
lo

ut
s 

w
hi

ch
 c

om
e 

w
it

h 
au

st
er

it
y 

pa
ck

ag
es

.  
A

ll 
w

it
h 

th
e 

ai
m

 o
f 

“s
of

t 
po

w
er

” 
vi

ct
or

ie
s 

ag
ai

ns
t 

U
S 

th
re

at
s 

an
d 

bl
us

te
r. 

 T
he

 C
hi

ne
se

 a
re

 e
ve

n 
cu

tt
in

g 
do

w
n 

on
 th

e 
pr

op
ag

an
da

 a
bo

ut
 

20
49

 (o
ne

 h
un

dr
ed

 y
ea

rs
 a

ft
er

 M
ao

’s
 v

ic
to

ry
 o

ve
r t

he
 K

uo
m

in
ta

ng
) b

ei
ng

 th
e 

ye
ar

 
w

he
n 

Ch
in

a 
ta

ke
s 

ov
er

 le
ad

er
sh

ip
 o

f t
he

 w
or

ld
.

H
ow

ev
er

 a
ll 

Ch
in

es
e,

 o
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e 
m

om
en

t, 
gi

ve
n 

th
e 

re
la

ti
ve

 q
ui

et
 o

f 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 w
or

ki
ng

 c
la

ss
, f

ew
 a

re
 p

la
ci

ng
 th

ei
r b

et
s 

on
 th
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ra
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on
 p

er
io

d 
al

lo
w

 u
s 

to
 c

on
cl

ud
e,

 f
ir

st
ly

 t
ha

t 
th

ey
 a

re
 a

 
ru

pt
ur

e 
w

it
h 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 m

at
er

ia
lis

m
 a

nd
 c

on
se

qu
en

tl
y 

ut
op

ia
n,

 a
nd

 s
ec

on
dl

y 
th

at
, 

if 
su

ch
 s

ch
em

es
 w

er
e 

ev
er

 im
pl

em
en

te
d 

th
ey

 w
ou

ld
 re

su
lt

 in
 th

e 
co

m
pl

et
e 

fa
ilu

re
 

of
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

ti
on

. 

Fu
rt

he
r t

he
or

ie
s,

 w
hi

ch
 h

av
e 

be
co

m
e 

in
flu

en
ti

al
 in

 re
ce

nt
 ye

ar
s,

 h
ol

d 
th

at
 ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 
is

 n
eg

at
in

g 
it

se
lf 

th
ro

ug
h 

it
s 

ow
n 

in
te

rn
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
, a

nd
 w

e 
co

ul
d 

ar
ri

ve
 a

t 
a 

po
st

-c
ap

it
al

is
m

 s
ys

te
m

 o
f 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 t

hr
ou

gh
 t

he
se

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
 a

lo
ne

.  
A

n 
ov

er
th

ro
w

 o
f 

th
e 

sy
st

em
 b

y 
th

e 
w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 t
he

re
fo

re
 b

ec
om

es
 u

nn
ec

es
sa

ry
. 

Th
es

e 
id

ea
s 

hi
ng

e 
on

 t
he

 i
de

a 
th

at
 t

he
 l

aw
 o

f 
va

lu
e 

is
 b

ei
ng

 u
nd

er
m

in
ed

 a
nd

 
co

m
m

od
it

ie
s 

ar
e 

te
nd

in
g 

to
w

ar
ds

 a
 v

al
ue

 o
f 

ze
ro

 a
t 

w
hi

ch
 p

oi
nt

 t
he

y 
co

ul
d 

be
 

di
st

ri
bu

te
d 

fr
ee

.  
Pa

ul
 M

as
on

, f
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 c

la
im

s 
th

at
 t

hi
s 

is
 o

cc
ur

ri
ng

 v
ia

 t
he

 
in

te
rn

et
 w

it
h 

fr
ee

 s
of

tw
ar

e 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
sy

st
em

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
W

ik
ip

ed
ia

.[2
] 

Th
e 

re
du

ct
io

n 
of

 t
he

 v
al

ue
 o

f 
co

m
m

od
it

ie
s 

to
w

ar
ds

 z
er

o 
w

as
 a

ls
o 

th
eo

ris
ed

 b
y 

To
ni

 
N

eg
ri

, a
 l

ea
di

ng
 t

he
or

et
ic

ia
n 

of
 t

he
 I

ta
lia

n 
A

ut
on

om
is

t 
m

ov
em

en
t.[

3]
 T

he
 c

la
ss

 
st

ru
gg

le
, h

e 
ar

gu
ed

, h
as

 fo
rc

ed
 c

ap
it

al
is

ts
 to

 re
pl

ac
e 

liv
in

g 
la

bo
ur

 w
it

h 
m

ac
hi

ne
ry

 
th

er
eb

y 
re

du
ci

ng
 t

he
 v

al
ue

 o
f 

co
m

m
od

it
ie

s.
 P

ro
du

ct
io

n 
un

de
r 

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
, 

he
 

cl
ai

m
ed

, 
w

as
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 v
al

ue
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n.
[4

] 
Th

is
 m

ak
es

 t
he

 r
ep

la
ce

m
en

t 
of

 
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 fu
nd

am
en

ta
lly

 a
 p

ol
it

ic
al

 p
ro

je
ct

 a
nd

 e
lim

in
at

es
 th

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r a
 p

er
io

d 
of

 tr
an

si
ti

on
 in

 w
hi

ch
 v

al
ue

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n 

is
 e

nd
ed

.

Th
e 

Tr
ot

sk
yi

st
 a

ca
de

m
ic

, H
ill

el
 T

ic
kt

in
, w

ho
 e

di
ts

 a
nd

 w
ri

te
s 

in
 th

e 
jo

ur
na

l C
rit

iq
ue

, 
al

so
 a

rg
ue

s t
he

 la
w

 o
f v

al
ue

 is
 b

ei
ng

 n
eg

at
ed

 b
y 

co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

 w
hi

ch
 h

e 
se

es
 a

s 
be

in
g 

in
 a

 s
ta

te
 o

f d
ec

lin
e.

 H
e 

ar
gu

es
 th

at
 a

 s
ta

te
 o

f d
ec

lin
e 

of
 o

ne
 s

ys
te

m
 

of
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
is

 n
ec

es
sa

ri
ly

 a
 p

er
io

d 
of

 t
ra

ns
it

io
n 

to
 a

 n
ew

 r
ep

la
ce

m
en

t 
sy

st
em

 
of

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n.

 W
e 

ar
e 

th
us

 a
t p

re
se

nt
 in

 a
 p

er
io

d 
of

 tr
an

si
ti

on
 w

he
re

 th
e 

ca
pi

ta
lis

t 
sy

st
em

 i
s 

be
in

g 
in

va
de

d,
 a

nd
 n

eg
at

ed
, b

y 
so

ci
al

is
t 

or
 p

ro
to

-s
oc

ia
lis

t 
fo

rm
s.

 H
e 

dr
aw

s 
th

e 
un

de
rm

in
in

g 
of

 t
he

 la
w

 o
f v

al
ue

 t
o 

it
s 

lo
gi

ca
l c

on
cl

us
io

n,
 n

am
el

y 
th

at
 

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
 is

 it
se

lf 
cr

ea
ti

ng
 s

oc
ia

lis
t s

tr
uc

tu
re

s 
ov

er
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t w

ill
 h

av
e 

to
 e

st
ab

lis
h 

co
nt

ro
l t

hr
ou

gh
 p

ol
it

ic
al

 r
ev

ol
ut

io
n 

to
 c

re
at

e 
co

m
m

un
is

m
. I

f 
w

e 
ar

e 
no

w
 in

 a
 p

er
io

d 
of

 t
ra

ns
it

io
n 

th
en

 a
 f

ut
ur

e 
p

er
io

d 
of

 t
ra

ns
it

io
n 

af
te

r 
pr

ol
et

ar
ia

n 
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ac

hi
ev

ed
 is

 n
o 

lo
ng

er
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

. T
ic

kt
in

 a
ls

o 
co

nc
lu

de
s 

th
at

 g
en

er
al

is
ed

 w
ar

 i
s 

no
w

 i
m

p
os

si
bl

e 
b

ec
au

se
 o

f 
th

e 
gl

ob
al

 i
nt

eg
ra

ti
on

 a
nd

 
so

ci
al

is
at

io
n 

of
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n.
 T

hi
s 

m
ak

es
 r

es
is

ta
nc

e 
by

 t
he

 b
ou

rg
eo

is
ie

 m
uc

h 
m

or
e 

di
ff

ic
ul

t 
an

d 
th

e 
re

pl
ac

em
en

t 
of

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

 b
y 

so
ci

al
is

m
 e

as
ie

r. 
It

 b
ec

om
es

 
es

se
nt

ia
lly

 a
 p

ol
it

ic
al

 t
as

k 
of

 e
st

ab
lis

hi
ng

 w
or

ke
rs

’ c
on

tr
ol

 o
ve

r 
w

ha
t 

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
 

ha
s 

cr
ea

te
d.

 T
hi

s 
is

 r
em

in
is

ce
nt

 o
f 

th
e 

cl
ai

m
, m

ad
e 

ov
er

 a
 c

en
tu

ry
 a

go
, b

y 
th

e 
so

ci
al

 d
em

oc
ra

t H
ilf

er
di

ng
, w

ho
 a

rg
ue

d 
th

at
 b

y 
19

10
 fi

na
nc

e 
ca

pi
ta

l h
ad

 so
ci

al
is

ed
 

th
e 

sy
st

em
 o

f 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 t
o 

th
e 

ex
te

nt
 t

ha
t 

so
ci

al
is

m
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

by
 

w
or

ke
rs

 t
ak

in
g 

co
nt

ro
l o

f 6
 B

er
lin

 b
an

ks
.[5

] I
f w

e 
ar

e 
no

w
 in

 a
 t

ra
ns

it
io

na
l p

er
io

d 
to

 s
oc

ia
lis

m
 th

e 
cr

ea
ti

on
 o

f c
om

m
un

is
t s

oc
ie

ty
 b

ec
om

es
 m

uc
h 

ea
si

er
.

O
ut

lin
e 

of
 T

ic
kt

in
’s

 a
rg

um
en

t

Ti
ck

ti
n’

s 
te

xt
s 

on
 c

ap
it

al
is

t 
de

cl
in

e 
an

d 
tr

an
si

ti
on

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n 

w
ri

tt
en

 o
ve

r 
fo

ur
 

de
ca

de
s 

an
d 

th
e 

th
eo

ry
 w

as
 w

or
ke

d 
ou

t b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

co
lla

ps
e 

of
 th

e 
So

vi
et

 U
ni

on
. I

t 
is

 n
ot

 u
nr

ea
so

na
bl

e 
to

 e
xp

ec
t s

om
e 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
io

ns
, a

nd
 w

ha
t f

ol
lo

w
s 

is
 a

 g
en

er
al

 
sy

no
ps

is
 g

iv
in

g 
m

or
e 

w
ei

gh
t t

o 
th

e 
re

ce
nt

 te
xt

s.
  T

hr
ou

gh
ou

t h
is

 w
ri

ti
ng

s 
Ti

ck
ti

n 
se

es
 p

re
se

nt
-d

ay
 s

oc
ie

ty
 a

s 
on

e 
in

 t
ra

ns
it

io
n 

to
 s

oc
ia

lis
m

: a
 t

ra
ns

it
io

n 
an

al
og

ou
s 

to
 t

ha
t 

fr
om

 f
eu

da
l 

to
 c

ap
it

al
is

t 
so

ci
et

y.
 W

it
hi

n 
fe

ud
al

is
m

 m
on

ey
 p

ay
m

en
ts

 
st

ar
te

d 
to

 d
is

so
lv

e 
th

e 
fe

ud
al

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
 a

nd
 p

ro
du

ce
d 

is
ol

at
ed

 p
oc

ke
ts

 o
f 

w
ag

e 
la

bo
ur

 i
n 

th
e 

fe
ud

al
 t

ow
ns

, 
th

is
 p

ro
gr

es
se

d 
ov

er
 c

en
tu

ri
es

 u
nt

il 
w

ag
e 

la
b

ou
r 

an
d 

co
m

m
od

it
y 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 b

ec
am

e 
th

e 
do

m
in

an
t 

fo
rm

 o
f 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 a

nd
 t

he
 

fe
ud

al
 p

ol
it

ic
al

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
s 

w
er

e 
ov

er
th

ro
w

n.
 T

ic
kt

in
 a

rg
ue

s 
th

at
 f

ro
m

 t
he

 t
im

e 
of

 t
he

 R
us

si
an

 R
ev

ol
ut

io
n 

in
 1

91
7,

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
in

 a
 p

er
io

d 
of

 d
ec

lin
e,

 a
 

de
cl

in
e 

w
hi

ch
 is

 in
di

ca
te

d 
by

 th
e 

pr
ev

al
en

ce
 o

f m
on

op
ol

ie
s,

 o
f f

in
an

ce
 c

ap
it

al
 a

nd
 

of
 im

pe
ri

al
is

m
. A

t 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

ti
m

e 
so

ci
al

is
t 

fo
rm

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

in
va

di
ng

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

 
an

d 
ci

rc
um

sc
ri

bi
ng

 a
nd

 n
eg

at
in

g 
th

e 
la

w
 o

f v
al

ue
. T

hi
s 

m
ea

ns
 t

ha
t 

w
ag

e 
la

b
ou

r 
an

d 
th

us
 v

al
ue

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n 

is
 b

ei
ng

 u
nd

er
m

in
ed

. T
hi

s 
de

fin
es

 t
he

 g
en

er
al

 s
ta

te
 

of
 d

ec
lin

e 
of

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

, b
ut

 it
 is

 a
 d

ec
lin

e 
w

hi
ch

 is
 n

ot
 s

im
pl

y 
a 

qu
es

ti
on

 o
f 

th
e 

sy
st

em
 p

ro
du

ci
ng

 g
re

at
er

 a
nd

 g
re

at
er

 c
on

tr
ad

ic
ti

on
s 

w
it

hi
n 

it
se

lf.
 In

st
ea

d,
 T

ic
kt

in
 

in
si

st
s,

 it
 is

 in
di

ss
ol

ub
ly

 li
nk

ed
 to

 th
e 

tr
an

si
ti

on
 to

 a
 n

ew
 s

oc
ie

ty
.[6

]  
 In

 a
n 

ar
ti

cl
e 

in
 

20
17

 h
e 

cl
ai

m
s 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
no

w
 n

o 
m

or
e 

in
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 s
ta

ge
s 

to
 s

oc
ia

lis
m

.[7
]  

W
ha

t 
ar

e 
th

es
e 

so
ci

al
is

t f
or

m
s 

w
hi

ch
 a

re
 u

nd
er

m
in

in
g 

ca
pi

ta
lis

t r
el

at
io

ns
?

Ti
ck

ti
n 

ar
gu

es
 t

ha
t 

af
te

r 
W

or
ld

 W
ar

 T
w

o 
ca

pi
ta

l b
ec

am
e 

m
or

e 
so

ci
al

is
ed

 t
hr

ou
gh

 



28
Re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
Re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
29

M
ar

xi
st

 th
eo

ry
 

 
    

    
 M

ar
xi

st
 th

eo
ry

m
ea

su
re

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
na

ti
on

al
is

at
io

ns
, 

fr
ee

 e
du

ca
ti

on
 a

nd
 h

ea
lt

h 
ca

re
, 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
re

gu
la

ti
on

, p
la

nn
in

g,
 s

ta
te

 p
ar

ti
ci

pa
ti

on
 in

 in
du

st
ry

 a
nd

 s
o 

on
. T

he
se

 m
ea

su
re

s 
re

pr
es

en
te

d 
a 

ne
ga

ti
on

 o
f t

he
 la

w
 o

f v
al

ue
. W

it
hi

n 
th

e 
So

vi
et

 U
ni

on
 (U

SS
R)

 w
ag

e 
la

bo
ur

 d
id

 n
ot

 p
ro

p
er

ly
 e

xi
st

. C
ap

it
al

 w
as

 n
at

io
na

lis
ed

 a
nd

 p
la

nn
in

g 
co

nt
ro

lle
d 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 w

it
ho

ut
 t

he
 c

ap
it

al
is

t 
m

ar
ke

t. 
H

e 
cl

ai
m

s 
th

at
 c

ap
it

al
is

m
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

ov
er

th
ro

w
n 

in
 1

91
7 

bu
t t

he
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 h
ad

 lo
st

 p
ow

er
 so

 e
le

m
en

ts
 o

f c
ap

it
al

is
m

 
co

-e
xi

st
ed

 w
it

h 
el

em
en

ts
 o

f 
so

ci
al

is
m

.[8
] 

 T
he

 U
SS

R 
w

as
 t

he
re

fo
re

 a
 n

ei
th

er
-n

or
 

so
ci

et
y,

 n
ei

th
er

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

 n
or

 s
oc

ia
lis

m
. T

ic
kt

in
 a

rg
ue

s 
th

e 
la

w
 o

f 
va

lu
e 

in
 t

he
 

U
SS

R 
w

as
 m

or
e 

re
st

ri
ct

ed
 t

ha
n 

in
 w

es
te

rn
 c

ap
it

al
is

m
 s

o 
th

e 
U

SS
R 

w
as

 a
ls

o 
a 

tr
an

si
ti

on
al

 s
oc

ie
ty

.

Th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

 w
it

h 
al

l 
th

is
 i

s 
th

at
 t

he
 s

o-
ca

lle
d 

so
ci

al
is

t 
m

ea
su

re
s,

 s
uc

h 
as

 
na

ti
on

al
is

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 t

he
 w

el
fa

re
 s

ta
te

 a
nd

 s
o 

on
, h

av
e 

be
en

 r
ev

er
se

d 
or

 p
ar

tl
y 

re
ve

rs
ed

 in
 t

he
 p

er
io

d 
fr

om
 t

he
 8

0s
 t

o 
to

da
y.

 In
 a

dd
it

io
n 

th
e 

U
SS

R 
ha

s 
co

lla
ps

ed
 

an
d 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l c
ap

it
al

 a
nd

 th
e 

la
w

 o
f v

al
ue

 ru
le

 th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 it

s f
or

m
er

 te
rr

ito
ri

es
 

– 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 T
ic

kt
in

 d
en

ie
d 

co
ul

d 
oc

cu
r. 

[9
] T

he
se

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
 w

ou
ld

, f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

Ti
ck

ti
n’

s 
ar

gu
m

en
t, 

pr
es

um
ab

ly
 p

ro
du

ce
 a

 r
ei

nf
or

ce
m

en
t 

of
 t

he
 l

aw
 o

f 
va

lu
e 

ra
th

er
 th

an
 u

nd
er

m
in

e 
it

. 

Th
e 

m
or

e 
re

ce
nt

 te
xt

s 
ta

ke
 n

o 
ac

co
un

t o
f t

he
se

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
. I

ns
te

ad
 th

ey
 c

la
im

 
w

e 
ar

e 
st

ill
 i

n 
a 

tr
an

si
ti

on
 a

nd
 c

ap
it

al
is

m
 i

s 
m

or
e 

un
st

ab
le

 t
ha

n 
ev

er
, n

ot
 n

ow
 

be
ca

us
e 

of
 in

va
di

ng
 s

oc
ia

lis
t o

r p
ro

to
-s

oc
ia

lis
t f

or
m

s 
an

d 
th

e 
ne

ga
ti

on
 o

f t
he

 la
w

 
of

 v
al

ue
, b

ut
 b

ec
au

se
 t

he
 U

SS
R 

ha
s 

co
lla

ps
ed

 a
nd

 t
he

 C
ol

d 
W

ar
 h

as
 e

nd
ed

. T
he

 
Co

ld
 W

ar
 w

as
, T

ic
kt

in
 a

ss
er

ts
, t

he
 g

lu
e 

w
hi

ch
 h

el
d 

w
es

te
rn

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

 t
og

et
he

r 
al

on
gs

id
e 

th
e 

th
re

at
 o

f 
w

or
se

 c
on

di
ti

on
s 

un
de

r 
so

-c
al

le
d 

co
m

m
un

is
m

 w
hi

ch
 

di
sc

ip
lin

ed
 o

f t
he

 w
or

ki
ng

 c
la

ss
.[1

0]
 T

he
 a

rg
um

en
t 

ha
s 

ch
an

ge
d 

fr
om

 o
ne

 b
as

ed
 

on
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 th
e 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 re

la
ti

on
s,

 th
at

 is
 th

e 
in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 o
f s

oc
ie

ty
, t

o 
on

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 id

eo
lo

gy
 t

ha
t 

is
 lo

ca
te

d 
in

 t
he

 s
up

er
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

of
 s

oc
ie

ty
. H

ow
ev

er
, t

he
 

la
w

 o
f v

al
ue

, w
e 

ar
e 

to
ld

, i
s 

st
ill

 b
ei

ng
 u

nd
er

m
in

ed
 b

ut
 th

e 
pr

in
ci

pa
l f

or
ce

s 
do

in
g 

th
is

 a
re

 n
ow

 f
in

an
ce

 c
ap

it
al

 a
nd

 m
on

op
ol

ie
s.

 T
he

se
 c

an
 h

ar
dl

y 
be

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 a

s 
in

va
di

ng
 fo

rm
s 

of
 s

oc
ia

lis
m

! W
ha

t h
as

 h
ap

p
en

ed
 to

 th
e 

in
va

di
ng

 s
oc

ia
lis

t f
or

m
s?

In
va

di
ng

 s
oc

ia
lis

t f
or

m
s?

Th
e 

so
-c

al
le

d 
so

ci
al

is
t 

fo
rm

s 
w

hi
ch

 T
ic

kt
in

 s
ee

s 
as

 u
nd

er
m

in
in

g 
th

e 
la

w
 o

f v
al

ue
 

w
er

e 
ne

ve
r 

so
ci

al
is

t 
m

ea
su

re
s,

 a
nd

 n
or

 w
er

e 
th

ey
 w

ha
t 

he
 d

es
cr

ib
es

 a
s 

“t
he

 
in

va
di

ng
 s

oc
ia

lis
t 

so
ci

et
y”

[1
1]

 w
hi

ch
 n

eg
at

ed
 t

he
 la

w
 o

f v
al

ue
. T

he
 r

ef
or

m
s 

af
te

r 
W

or
ld

 W
ar

 T
w

o 
w

er
e 

en
ti

re
ly

 c
om

pa
ti

bl
e 

w
it

h 
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 in
 t

he
 p

os
t 

w
ar

 p
er

io
d.

 
N

at
io

na
lis

at
io

n 
br

ou
gh

t 
ab

ou
t 

ce
nt

ra
lis

at
io

n 
an

d 
re

st
ru

ct
ur

in
g 

of
 s

ec
to

rs
 o

f 
th

e 
na

ti
on

al
 c

ap
it

al
 a

nd
 p

ro
du

ce
d 

st
at

e 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

or
ga

ni
sa

ti
on

s.
 P

la
nn

in
g 

w
as

 o
n 

a 
na

ti
on

al
 s

ca
le

, t
he

re
by

 e
lim

in
at

in
g 

in
ef

fic
ie

nc
ie

s 
in

 th
e 

na
ti

on
al

 c
ap

it
al

, w
hi

le
 th

e 

w
el

fa
re

 s
ta

te
 e

ns
ur

ed
 c

ap
it

al
 a

s 
a 

w
ho

le
, p

ri
va

te
 a

nd
 s

ta
te

 c
ap

it
al

, c
ou

ld
 d

ep
en

d 
on

 h
ea

lt
hy

 a
nd

 e
du

ca
te

d 
w

or
ke

rs
. T

he
se

 m
ea

su
re

s 
w

er
e 

pa
rt

 o
f 

a 
re

st
ru

ct
ur

in
g 

of
 c

ap
it

al
 t

o 
ce

nt
ra

lis
e 

an
d 

in
cr

ea
se

 e
ff

ic
ie

nc
y 

on
 a

 n
at

io
na

l p
la

ne
. C

ap
it

al
 w

as
 

ab
le

 t
o 

gr
an

t 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 t

o 
w

or
ke

rs
’ l

iv
in

g 
st

an
da

rd
s 

b
ec

au
se

 o
f 

th
e 

hi
gh

er
 

pr
of

it
ab

ili
ty

 o
f 

ca
pi

ta
l i

n 
th

e 
p

os
t 

w
ar

 p
er

io
d,

 a
 p

ro
fit

ab
ili

ty
 w

hi
ch

 w
as

 b
ro

ug
ht

 
ab

ou
t b

y 
th

e 
pr

ev
io

us
 d

ev
al

ua
ti

on
 a

nd
 d

es
tr

uc
ti

on
 o

f c
on

st
an

t c
ap

it
al

 in
 th

e 
W

ar
. 

Th
e 

fa
ll 

in
 p

ro
fit

ab
ili

ty
 w

hi
ch

 b
ro

ug
ht

 a
n 

en
d 

to
 t

he
 p

os
t 

w
ar

 r
ec

ov
er

y 
ha

s 
al

so
 

br
ou

gh
t 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
pa

rt
ia

l 
di

sm
an

tl
in

g 
of

 t
he

 w
el

fa
re

 s
ta

te
 a

nd
 a

 r
ed

uc
ti

on
 o

f 
liv

in
g 

st
an

da
rd

s 
fo

r 
w

or
ke

rs
.  

It
 h

as
, h

ow
ev

er
, a

ls
o 

br
ou

gh
t 

ab
ou

t 
a 

re
st

ru
ct

ur
in

g 
of

 c
ap

it
al

 o
n 

a 
gl

ob
al

 l
ev

el
. 

Pr
od

uc
ti

on
 n

ow
 m

ov
ed

 t
o 

w
he

re
ve

r 
pr

of
it

ab
ili

ty
 

is
 h

ig
he

st
. 

Th
is

 i
s 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 w
he

re
 l

ab
ou

r 
p

ow
er

 i
s 

th
e 

ch
ea

p
es

t 
an

d 
la

b
ou

r 
le

gi
sl

at
io

n 
is

 th
e 

w
ea

ke
st

. A
n 

en
or

m
ou

s 
im

pe
tu

s 
w

as
 g

iv
en

 to
 th

is
 p

ro
ce

ss
 b

y 
th

e 
co

lla
ps

e 
of

 t
he

 U
SS

R 
an

d 
th

e 
op

en
in

g 
up

 o
f i

ts
 c

on
st

it
ue

nt
 s

ta
te

s,
 t

og
et

he
r 

w
it

h 
Ch

in
a 

an
d 

In
di

a,
 t

o 
gl

ob
al

 c
ap

it
al

. 
Th

is
 g

lo
ba

l 
re

st
ru

ct
ur

in
g 

of
 c

ap
it

al
 i

s 
b

ei
ng

 
dr

iv
en

 b
y 

th
e 

fo
rc

es
 o

f p
ro

fit
ab

ili
ty

. N
ei

th
er

 t
he

 p
os

t-
W

or
ld

 W
ar

 T
w

o 
re

fo
rm

s 
no

r 
th

e 
m

or
e 

re
ce

nt
 g

lo
ba

l 
re

-o
rg

an
is

at
io

n 
of

 c
ap

it
al

 r
ep

re
se

nt
 s

oc
ia

lis
t 

m
ea

su
re

s 
w

hi
ch

 n
eg

at
e 

th
e 

la
w

 o
f v

al
ue

.

W
ha

t 
th

es
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

 d
o 

re
pr

es
en

t 
is

 a
 t

re
m

en
do

us
 c

on
ce

nt
ra

ti
on

 a
nd

 
ce

nt
ra

lis
at

io
n 

of
 c

ap
it

al
. 

 A
lb

ei
t 

on
 a

 g
lo

ba
l 

le
ve

l 
th

is
 i

s 
en

ti
re

ly
 w

it
hi

n 
th

e 
bo

un
ds

 o
f 

th
e 

ca
pi

ta
lis

t 
sy

st
em

. 
 P

ro
du

ct
io

n 
is

 i
nt

eg
ra

te
d 

on
 a

n 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

le
ve

l a
nd

 c
ap

it
al

 e
xp

lo
it

in
g 

w
ag

e 
la

b
ou

r 
is

 n
ow

 in
te

rn
at

io
na

lis
ed

 t
o 

th
e 

ex
te

nt
 

th
at

, f
or

 m
os

t 
na

ti
on

 s
ta

te
s,

 it
 is

 a
bs

ur
d 

to
 s

p
ea

k 
of

 a
 n

at
io

na
l c

ap
it

al
. T

he
 g

lo
ba

l 
m

ea
ns

 o
f 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 a

re
 n

ow
 s

o 
ce

nt
ra

lis
ed

 t
ha

t 
th

ey
 a

re
 r

ip
e 

fo
r 

so
ci

al
is

at
io

n 
on

 a
 w

or
ld

 s
ca

le
. T

hi
s 

on
ly

 h
ig

hl
ig

ht
s 

th
e 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
io

n 
of

 t
he

ir 
ex

is
te

nc
e 

as
 t

he
 

pr
iv

at
e 

pr
op

er
ty

 o
f 

th
e 

ca
pi

ta
lis

t 
cl

as
s.

 T
hi

s,
 o

f 
co

ur
se

, w
as

 p
re

di
ct

ed
 b

y 
M

ar
x 

an
d 

En
ge

ls
 a

nd
 is

 r
ec

og
ni

se
d 

by
 T

ic
kt

in
. W

ha
t 

th
is

 r
ep

re
se

nt
s 

is
 a

 d
ee

p
en

in
g 

of
 

th
e 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
io

ns
 o

f 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
. T

ic
kt

in
, h

ow
ev

er
, c

la
im

s 
th

is
 p

ro
ce

ss
 

re
pr

es
en

ts
 m

uc
h 

m
or

e.

So
ci

al
is

at
io

n 
of

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n 

…
 h

as
 b

eg
un

 to
 tr

an
sf

or
m

 th
e 

na
tu

re
 o

f v
al

ue
 it

se
lf.

 
As

 w
e 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 th
e 

ne
w

 m
od

e 
of

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n 

va
lu

e 
is

 m
or

e 
an

d 
m

or
e 

as
si

st
ed

, o
r 

in
 so

m
e 

ca
se

s t
ak

en
 o

ve
r, 

by
 o

rg
an

is
ed

 fo
rm

s.
 …

 p
ub

lic
 a

nd
 p

riv
at

e 
bu

re
au

cr
ac

y.
 

Th
er

e 
is

 a
 co

nf
lic

t b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
ol

d 
fo

rm
 –

 va
lu

e 
an

d 
th

e 
m

ar
ke

t –
 a

nd
 th

e 
em

er
gi

ng
 

if 
st

ill
 c

ap
ita

lis
t f

or
m

 o
f s

o-
ca

lle
d 

pl
an

ni
ng

.[1
2]

 

G
lo

ba
lis

at
io

n 
an

d 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

‘p
la

nn
in

g’
, h

ow
ev

er
, d

o 
no

t 
m

ea
n 

so
ci

al
is

at
io

n.
 T

he
y 

re
pr

es
en

t 
th

e 
m

at
er

ia
l 

m
ea

ns
 f

or
 a

 n
ew

 s
ys

te
m

 o
f 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 b

ut
 t

he
y 

do
 n

ot
 

un
de

rm
in

e 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 r

el
at

io
ns

. 
Th

is
 i

s 
in

 n
o 

w
ay

 a
na

lo
go

us
 t

o 
th

e 
w

ay
 is

la
nd

s 
of

 c
ap

it
al

is
t 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 in

 t
he

 f
eu

da
l t

ow
ns

 u
nd

er
m

in
ed

 f
eu

da
lis

m
.  

Ti
ck

ti
n’

s 
ar

gu
m

en
t 

hi
ng

es
 o

n 
hi

s 
co

nt
en

ti
on

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
la

w
 o

f 
va

lu
e 

is
 b

ei
ng
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Re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv
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vo
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na

ry
 P
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M
ar

xi
st

 th
eo

ry
 

 
    

    
 M

ar
xi

st
 th

eo
ry

gr
ad

ua
lly

 u
nd

er
m

in
ed

 a
nd

 th
is

 w
e 

m
us

t n
ow

 c
on

si
de

r.

La
w

 o
f v

al
ue

Va
lu

e 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 
is

 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
to

 
so

ci
al

 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 
re

la
ti

on
s 

of
 

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
, 

co
ns

eq
ue

nt
ly

 i
t 

is
 s

pe
ci

fic
 t

o 
a 

de
fin

ite
 p

ha
se

 o
f 

hi
st

or
y 

an
d 

is
 n

ot
 a

 n
at

ur
al

 
ca

te
go

ry
. T

he
 la

w
 o

f v
al

ue
 h

ol
ds

 th
at

 u
nd

er
 c

ap
it

al
is

t p
ro

du
ct

io
n 

re
la

ti
on

s 
la

bo
ur

 
ta

ke
s 

th
e 

FO
R

M
 o

f v
al

ue
. L

ab
ou

r, 
un

de
r c

ap
it

al
is

m
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
re

la
ti

on
s 

be
co

m
es

 
th

e 
su

bs
ta

nc
e 

of
 v

al
ue

 –
 v

al
ue

 is
 m

at
er

ia
lis

ed
 la

bo
ur

. T
he

 la
bo

ur
 th

eo
ry

 o
f v

al
ue

 is
 

th
e 

co
ro

lla
ry

 o
f t

he
 la

w
 o

f v
al

ue
. M

ar
x 

w
ri

te
s 

in
 C

ap
ita

l:

Th
e 

m
ag

ni
tu

de
 o

f v
al

ue
 e

xp
re

ss
es

 a
 re

la
tio

n 
of

 so
ci

al
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n,
 it

 e
xp

re
ss

es
 th

e 
co

nn
ec

tio
n 

th
at

 n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

ex
is

ts
 b

et
w

ee
n 

a 
ce

rt
ai

n 
ar

tic
le

 a
nd

 th
e 

po
rt

io
n 

of
 th

e 
to

ta
l l

ab
ou

r t
im

e 
of

 so
ci

et
y 

re
qu

ire
d 

to
 p

ro
du

ce
 it

.[1
3]

H
en

ce
 t

he
 e

xc
ha

ng
e 

va
lu

e 
of

 c
om

m
od

it
ie

s,
 a

cc
or

di
ng

 t
o 

th
e 

la
bo

ur
 t

he
or

y 
of

 
va

lu
e,

 is
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
av

er
ag

e 
so

ci
al

ly
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 la
bo

ur
 fo

r t
he

ir 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 
w

hi
ch

 th
ey

 c
on

ta
in

. 

Co
m

m
od

iti
es

, t
hi

ng
s 

in
 g

en
er

al
, h

av
e 

va
lu

e 
on

ly
 b

ec
au

se
 th

ey
 re

pr
es

en
t h

um
an

 
la

bo
ur

, n
ot

 in
 s

o 
fa

r 
as

 t
he

y 
ar

e 
th

in
gs

 in
 t

he
m

se
lv

es
, b

ut
 in

 s
o 

fa
r 

as
 t

he
y 

ar
e 

in
ca

rn
at

io
ns

 o
f s

oc
ia

l l
ab

ou
r.[

14
]

Th
e 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
e 

of
 th

is
 is

 th
at

:

In
 th

e 
co

m
m

od
it

y-
ca

pi
ta

lis
t e

co
no

m
y,

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n-

w
or

k,
 re

la
tio

ns
 a

m
on

g 
pe

op
le

 
ne

ce
ss

ar
ily

 a
cq

ui
re

 t
he

 fo
rm

 o
f 

th
e 

va
lu

e 
of

 t
hi

ng
s 

an
d 

ca
n 

ap
pe

ar
 o

nl
y 

in
 t

hi
s 

m
at

er
ia

l f
or

m
. S

oc
ia

l l
ab

ou
r c

an
 o

nl
y 

be
 e

xp
re

ss
ed

 in
 v

al
ue

. [
15

]  

Th
us

 u
nd

er
 c

ap
it

al
is

m
 s

oc
ia

l 
la

bo
ur

 c
an

 o
nl

y 
be

 e
xp

re
ss

ed
 a

s 
va

lu
e.

 T
hi

s 
fa

ir
ly

 
si

m
pl

e 
re

la
ti

on
sh

ip
 h

as
 e

no
rm

ou
s 

co
ns

eq
ue

nc
es

 a
nd

 li
es

 a
t 

th
e 

ro
ot

 o
f a

 h
os

t 
of

 
co

nt
ra

di
ct

io
ns

 w
hi

ch
 in

fe
ct

 a
ll 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

s 
w

it
hi

n 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

so
ci

et
y.

 T
he

 s
oc

ia
l 

re
la

ti
on

 b
et

w
ee

n 
w

or
ke

rs
’ l

ab
ou

r a
pp

ea
rs

 n
ot

 a
s 

a 
re

la
ti

on
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

la
bo

ur
er

s 
bu

t 
as

 a
 r

el
at

io
n 

b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
pr

od
uc

ts
 t

he
ir 

la
bo

ur
 p

ro
du

ce
s.

 V
al

ue
 a

pp
ea

rs
 a

s 
an

 a
tt

ri
bu

te
 o

f 
th

in
gs

 r
at

he
r 

th
an

 a
 r

ep
re

se
nt

at
io

n 
of

 s
oc

ia
l r

el
at

io
ns

. T
hi

s 
M

ar
x 

ca
lls

 th
e 

fe
tis

hi
sm

 o
f c

om
m

od
it

ie
s 

w
hi

ch
 is

 in
ev

it
ab

le
 s

o 
lo

ng
 a

s 
va

lu
e 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 

pe
rs

is
ts

.  
M

ar
x’

s 
cr

it
iq

ue
 o

f 
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 c
en

tr
es

 o
n 

a 
cr

it
iq

ue
 o

f 
va

lu
e 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 

w
hi

ch
 le

ad
s 

to
 th

e 
in

ve
rt

ed
 n

at
ur

e 
of

 h
um

an
 re

la
ti

on
s 

in
 w

hi
ch

 re
la

ti
on

s 
be

tw
ee

n 
pe

op
le

 ta
ke

 th
e 

fo
rm

 o
f r

el
at

io
ns

hi
ps

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

in
gs

.

O
ne

 o
f 

th
e 

pr
im

ar
y 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
io

ns
 o

f 
va

lu
e 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 i

s 
th

at
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

us
e-

va
lu

e 
of

 a
 p

ro
du

ct
 a

nd
 i

ts
 e

xc
ha

ng
e 

va
lu

e.
 T

ic
kt

in
 s

ei
ze

s 
on

 t
hi

s 
as

 t
he

 
ex

pr
es

si
on

 o
f 

th
e 

la
w

 o
f 

va
lu

e.
 H

e 
in

fo
rm

s 
us

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
la

w
 o

f 
va

lu
e 

de
sc

ri
b

es
 

th
e 

m
ov

em
en

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ol

es
 o

f 
th

e 
co

nt
ra

di
ct

io
n 

b
et

w
ee

n 
us

e 
an

d 
ex

ch
an

ge
 

va
lu

e.
 [

16
] 

 D
ef

in
in

g 
th

e 
la

w
 o

f 
va

lu
e 

in
 t

hi
s 

w
ay

 a
llo

w
s 

hi
m

 t
o 

ar
gu

e 
th

at
 t

he
 

in
va

di
ng

 s
oc

ia
lis

t 
fo

rm
s,

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

ab
ov

e,
 a

re
 in

 a
 d

ia
le

ct
ic

al
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

w
it

h 
va

lu
e 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 a

nd
 th

ey
 re

pr
es

en
t a

 p
ol

e 
of

 c
on

tr
ad

ic
ti

on
, e

ve
n 

if 
th

ey
 a

re
 n

ot
 

fu
lly

 s
oc

ia
lis

t. 
Bu

t h
ow

 p
re

ci
se

ly
 a

 m
ov

em
en

t o
f ‘

p
ol

es
 o

f c
on

tr
ad

ic
ti

on
’ c

an
 b

e 
in

 
de

cl
in

e 
is

 a
 m

ys
te

ry
. H

ow
ev

er
, w

ha
t 

he
 a

pp
ea

rs
 t

o 
m

ea
n 

is
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

qu
an

ti
ta

ti
ve

 
re

la
ti

on
sh

ip
 b

et
w

ee
n 

va
lu

e 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 a
nd

 n
on

-v
al

ue
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
is

 c
ha

ng
in

g 
in

 
fa

vo
ur

 o
f n

on
-v

al
ue

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n.

 

Ti
ck

ti
n 

po
in

ts
 t

o 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 s
ec

to
rs

 o
f 

th
e 

ec
on

om
y 

w
hi

ch
 a

re
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 v
al

ue
 

pr
od

uc
in

g,
 f

or
em

os
t 

am
on

g 
th

es
e 

is
 f

in
an

ce
 c

ap
it

al
. 

Va
lu

e,
 h

e 
te

lls
 u

s,
 h

as
 

ev
ol

ve
d 

in
to

 fi
na

nc
e 

ca
pi

ta
l [

17
] a

nd
 fu

rt
he

r f
in

an
ce

 c
ap

it
al

, c
re

at
es

 p
ro

fit
s 

by
 th

e 
d

es
tr

uc
ti

on
 o

f u
se

 v
al

ue
s.

[1
8]

 O
th

er
 s

ec
to

rs
 o

f t
he

 e
co

no
m

y 
su

ch
 a

s 
he

al
th

ca
re

, 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

de
fe

nc
e 

al
l 

op
er

at
e 

ou
ts

id
e 

th
e 

la
w

 o
f 

va
lu

e.
 T

he
se

, 
he

 c
la

im
s,

 
ne

ga
te

 th
e 

la
w

 o
f v

al
ue

 [1
9]

 a
nd

 c
on

se
qu

en
tl

y 
th

e 
la

w
 is

 in
 d

ec
lin

e.

Fi
na

nc
e 

ca
p

it
al

 i
s 

a 
tr

an
si

en
t 

fo
rm

 w
hi

ch
 s

ur
p

lu
s 

va
lu

e 
ta

ke
s 

in
 c

ap
it

al
’s

 
p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
cy

cl
e 

an
d 

to
 c

la
im

 it
 h

as
 b

ec
om

e 
th

is
 fo

rm
 is

 a
 m

ud
dl

in
g 

of
 c

at
eg

or
ie

s.
 

M
or

eo
ve

r, 
to

 c
la

im
 fi

na
nc

e 
ca

p
it

al
 p

ro
du

ce
s 

p
ro

fi
ts

 b
y 

de
st

ru
ct

io
n 

of
 u

se
 v

al
ue

s 
is

 s
im

p
ly

 a
b

an
do

ni
ng

 M
ar

xi
st

 e
co

no
m

ic
 a

na
ly

si
s.

 

W
hi

le
 i

t 
is

, 
of

 c
ou

rs
e,

 t
ru

e 
th

at
 f

in
an

ce
 c

ap
it

al
 d

oe
s 

no
t 

pr
od

uc
e 

va
lu

e 
an

d 
is

, 
as

 T
ic

kt
in

 t
el

ls
 u

s,
 p

ar
as

it
ic

 o
n 

in
du

st
ri

al
 c

ap
it

al
, 

w
ha

t 
fin

an
ce

 c
ap

it
al

 d
oe

s 
is

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 a
nd

 c
irc

ul
at

e 
de

bt
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

va
lu

e 
w

hi
ch

 i
s 

al
re

ad
y 

in
 e

xi
st

en
ce

 
as

 w
el

l 
as

 e
xp

ec
ta

ti
on

 o
f 

th
e 

cr
ea

ti
on

 o
f 

fu
tu

re
 v

al
ue

: 
va

lu
es

 g
en

er
at

ed
 b

y 
pr

od
uc

ti
ve

 c
ap

it
al

 s
ub

je
ct

 t
o 

th
e 

la
w

 o
f 

va
lu

e.
 H

ea
lt

hc
ar

e,
 e

du
ca

ti
on

 a
nd

 
de

fe
nc

e,
 a

nd
 in

de
ed

 a
ll 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

sp
en

di
ng

, a
re

 fu
nd

ed
 b

y 
va

lu
e 

pr
od

uc
ed

 in
 

th
e 

pr
od

uc
ti

ve
 e

co
no

m
y 

un
de

r 
th

e 
la

w
 o

f 
va

lu
e,

 t
ak

en
 b

y 
th

e 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t, 
vi

a 
ta

xa
ti

on
, a

nd
 r

ed
is

tr
ib

ut
ed

 t
o 

th
es

e 
se

ct
or

s.
  

– 
O

r 
ra

th
er

, t
he

y 
ar

e 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 

in
de

bt
ed

 to
 fi

na
nc

e 
ca

pi
ta

l. 
N

on
e 

of
 th

is
 n

eg
at

es
 th

e 
la

w
 o

f v
al

ue
 w

hi
ch

 c
on

ti
nu

es
 

to
 o

pe
ra

te
 in

 t
he

 p
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

se
ct

or
. W

ha
t 

is
 o

cc
ur

ri
ng

 is
 a

 d
ec

lin
e 

in
 t

he
 r

at
e 

of
 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
 o

f 
re

al
 v

al
ue

 a
t 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
ti

m
e 

as
 a

 m
as

si
ve

 in
cr

ea
se

 in
 t

he
 c

re
at

io
n 

of
 f

ic
ti

ti
ou

s 
fin

an
ce

 c
ap

it
al

 –
 i.

e.
 f

in
an

ci
al

 c
ap

it
al

 w
hi

ch
 d

oe
s 

no
t 

re
pr

es
en

t 
re

al
 

va
lu

e.
  H

ow
ev

er
, a

s 
M

ar
x 

p
oi

nt
s 

ou
t:

Th
e 

su
m

 o
f 

th
e 

pr
of

its
 in

 a
ll 

sp
he

re
s 

of
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
m

us
t 

eq
ua

l t
he

 s
um

 o
f 

th
e 

su
rp

lu
s v

al
ue

s.
 [2

0]
  

A
ny

 d
ep

ar
tu

re
 fr

om
 t

hi
s 

in
di

ca
te

s 
a 

sy
st

em
 t

ha
t 

is
 u

nh
ea

lt
hy

.  
Cr

ea
ti

on
 o

f m
on

ey
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M
ar

xi
st

 th
eo

ry

an
d 

fin
an

ci
al

 t
ri

ck
er

y 
le

ad
 t

o 
pa

pe
r 

cl
ai

m
s 

on
 e

xi
st

in
g 

su
rp

lu
s 

va
lu

e 
w

hi
ch

 
ex

ce
ed

 t
he

 s
ur

pl
us

 p
ro

du
ce

d 
an

d 
so

 e
ve

nt
ua

lly
 c

an
no

t 
be

 m
et

. T
he

y 
al

so
 c

re
at

e 
 

sp
ec

ul
at

iv
e 

bu
bb

le
s 

w
hi

ch
 i

nf
la

te
 a

ss
et

 p
ri

ce
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

ho
us

in
g,

 c
om

m
od

it
ie

s,
 

eq
ui

ti
es

 e
tc

. 
bu

t 
ul

ti
m

at
el

y 
bu

rs
t 

dr
am

at
ic

al
ly

 a
s 

w
e 

sa
w

 i
n 

th
e 

20
08

 f
in

an
ci

al
 

cr
is

is
 a

s 
re

al
 v

al
ue

s 
te

nd
 to

 re
as

se
rt

 th
em

se
lv

es
.

Th
is

 is
 n

ot
 t

o 
sa

y 
th

e 
la

w
 o

f 
va

lu
e 

no
 l

on
ge

r 
ap

pl
ie

s.
  

 W
ha

t 
it

 d
oe

s 
sa

y 
is

 t
ha

t 
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

’s
 c

ris
is

 o
f 

pr
of

it
ab

ili
ty

 –
 o

f 
th

e 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 o
f 

re
al

 v
al

ue
 –

 i
s 

be
in

g 
pr

ol
on

ge
d,

 b
ut

 m
as

si
ve

ly
 d

ee
pe

ne
d 

by
 t

he
 r

es
or

t 
to

 f
in

an
ci

al
 e

ng
in

ee
ri

ng
 a

nd
 

fic
ti

ti
ou

s 
ca

pi
ta

l. 
 W

ha
t T

ic
kt

in
 s

ee
s 

as
 th

e 
gr

ad
ua

l d
em

is
e 

of
 th

e 
la

w
 o

f v
al

ue
 is

 in
 

fa
ct

 th
e 

ex
pr

es
si

on
 o

f a
 re

al
 c

ris
is

 o
f a

cc
um

ul
at

io
n.

  

A
 tr

an
si

ti
on

al
 p

er
io

d?

Ti
ck

ti
n 

bu
ild

s 
hi

s 
ar

gu
m

en
t 

on
 t

he
 p

re
m

is
e 

th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

no
w

 l
iv

in
g 

in
 a

 p
er

io
d 

of
 t

ra
ns

it
io

n 
fr

om
 c

ap
it

al
is

m
 t

o 
so

ci
al

is
m

 a
nd

 t
he

 la
w

 o
f 

va
lu

e 
is

 b
ei

ng
 n

eg
at

ed
 

by
 c

ur
re

nt
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 in
 c

ap
it

al
is

m
. I

f 
th

is
 is

 n
ot

 t
he

 c
as

e,
 a

s 
ar

gu
ed

 a
bo

ve
, 

th
e 

th
eo

ry
 t

ha
t 

w
e 

ar
e 

liv
in

g 
in

 a
 t

ra
ns

it
io

na
l 

pe
ri

od
 c

ol
la

ps
es

. 
H

ow
ev

er
 s

in
ce

 
th

is
 i

s 
th

e 
m

ai
n 

co
nc

lu
si

on
 o

f 
Ti

ck
ti

n’
s 

co
nc

ep
t 

of
 c

ap
it

al
is

t 
de

cl
in

e 
it

 i
s 

w
or

th
 

co
ns

id
er

in
g 

it
 b

ri
ef

ly
.

Ti
ck

ti
n 

te
lls

 u
s:

An
y 

tr
an

si
tio

na
l p

er
io

d 
is

 m
ar

ke
d 

by
 th

e 
ex

is
te

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
ol

d 
la

w
s 

to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 
th

e 
ne

w
. T

he
re

 a
re

 th
er

ef
or

e,
 b

ot
h 

ol
d 

an
d 

ne
w

 s
oc

ia
l r

el
at

io
ns

 b
ut

 a
ls

o 
va

rio
us

 
in

te
rm

ed
ia

te
 a

nd
 u

nv
ia

bl
e 

fo
rm

s.
 [2

1]

Ti
ck

ti
n 

ad
m

it
s 

th
e 

la
w

 o
f 

va
lu

e 
op

er
at

es
 o

n 
a 

gl
ob

al
 le

ve
l a

nd
 s

oc
ia

lis
m

 c
an

no
t 

ex
is

t i
n 

a 
si

ng
le

 c
ou

nt
ry

 a
nd

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 n

ot
 in

 a
 s

in
gl

e 
se

ct
or

 o
f t

he
 e

co
no

m
y.

 Y
et

 h
is

 
tr

an
si

ti
on

 s
pe

ak
s 

of
 in

va
di

ng
 s

oc
ia

lis
t o

r p
ro

to
-s

oc
ia

lis
t f

or
m

s 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 n
eg

at
in

g 
th

e 
la

w
 o

f 
va

lu
e.

  
Fo

r 
a 

tr
an

si
ti

on
 t

o 
so

ci
al

is
m

 t
o 

ex
is

t 
th

er
e 

m
us

t 
be

 f
or

m
s 

of
 

so
ci

al
is

t 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 in
 a

 d
ia

le
ct

ic
al

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
w

it
h 

ca
pi

ta
lis

t 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 a
s 

he
 

hi
m

se
lf 

ad
m

it
s i

n 
th

e 
qu

ot
at

io
n 

ab
ov

e.
 If

 w
e 

ar
e 

in
 a

 p
er

io
d 

of
 tr

an
si

ti
on

 to
 so

ci
al

is
m

 
th

e 
el

em
en

ts
 o

f s
oc

ia
lis

t 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 m
us

t 
gr

ad
ua

lly
 d

is
pl

ac
e 

th
e 

ca
pi

ta
lis

t 
on

es
. 

It
 i

s 
th

er
ef

or
e 

up
 t

o 
Ti

ck
ti

n 
to

 p
oi

nt
 t

o 
th

e 
fo

rm
at

io
ns

 o
f 

so
ci

al
is

t 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 d
is

pl
ac

in
g 

th
e 

gl
ob

al
 c

ap
it

al
is

t 
re

la
ti

on
s.

 H
e 

po
in

ts
 to

 n
at

io
na

lis
at

io
ns

, 
th

e 
w

el
fa

re
 s

ta
te

, p
la

nn
in

g 
an

d 
bu

re
au

cr
ac

y.
  

N
on

e 
of

 t
he

se
 c

ou
ld

 p
os

si
bl

y 
be

 
de

sc
ri

be
d 

as
 s

oc
ia

lis
t f

or
m

at
io

ns
 o

f p
ro

du
ct

io
n.

  O
n 

th
e 

co
nt

ra
ry

 th
ey

 a
re

 re
fo

rm
s 

w
it

hi
n 

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
 in

st
it

ut
ed

 w
it

h 
th

e 
ai

m
 o

f m
ak

in
g 

th
e 

sy
st

em
 m

or
e 

ef
fic

ie
nt

. W
e 

ca
n 

on
ly

 c
on

cl
ud

e 
Ti

ck
ti

n 
ca

nn
ot

 p
oi

nt
 to

 th
e 

ne
w

 so
ci

al
 fo

rm
at

io
ns

 o
f p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
w

hi
ch

 h
is

 a
rg

um
en

t 
in

si
st

s 
ex

is
t, 

an
d 

in
de

ed
 m

us
t 

ex
is

t, 
if 

w
e 

ar
e 

in
 a

 t
ra

ns
it

io
n 

to
 s

oc
ia

lis
m

.

Co
nc

lu
si

on

C
ap

it
al

is
m

 is
 in

 a
 p

er
io

d 
of

 d
ec

lin
e.

 T
he

 r
oo

t 
ca

us
e 

of
 t

hi
s 

de
cl

in
e 

is
 t

he
 s

ys
te

m
’s 

in
ab

ili
ty

 t
o 

ov
er

co
m

e 
th

e 
te

nd
en

cy
 f

or
 p

ro
fit

 r
at

es
 t

o 
fa

ll 
w

it
h 

th
e 

in
cr

ea
se

 i
n 

or
ga

ni
c 

co
nt

en
t 

of
 c

ap
it

al
 w

it
ho

ut
 d

ev
al

ua
ti

on
 o

f 
co

ns
ta

nt
 c

ap
it

al
 t

hr
ou

gh
 

ge
ne

ra
lis

ed
 w

ar
. 

Th
e 

sy
st

em
 n

ee
ds

 t
o 

de
st

ro
y 

va
lu

e 
it

 h
as

 c
re

at
ed

 t
o 

su
rv

iv
e!

 
Th

e 
m

ea
su

re
s 

w
hi

ch
 c

ap
it

al
 a

do
pt

s 
to

 m
it

ig
at

e 
th

is
 p

ro
bl

em
, 

ou
ts

id
e 

of
 w

ar
, 

ar
e 

sy
m

pt
om

s 
of

 t
hi

s 
un

de
rl

yi
ng

 p
ro

bl
em

 t
he

y 
ar

e 
no

t, 
as

 T
ic

kt
in

 t
hi

nk
s,

 c
au

se
s.

 
Th

is
 is

 t
he

 c
as

e 
w

it
h 

th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

es
 T

ic
kt

in
 p

oi
nt

s 
to

, i
n 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
, m

on
op

ol
ie

s,
 

pl
an

ni
ng

 a
nd

 fi
na

nc
e 

ca
pi

ta
l. 

Th
e 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
io

ns
 o

f 
ca

pi
ta

l a
re

 s
ha

rp
en

in
g 

an
d 

th
e 

m
or

e 
th

e 
sy

st
em

 e
xt

en
ds

 
it

se
lf 

on
 a

 g
lo

ba
l 

pl
an

e 
th

e 
m

or
e 

gl
ob

al
 t

he
se

 c
on

tr
ad

ic
ti

on
s 

b
ec

om
e.

 B
ut

 
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 c
an

no
t, 

of
 it

se
lf,

 c
re

at
e 

an
 o

pp
os

in
g 

so
ci

al
 s

ys
te

m
 o

f 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

, a
ll 

it
 c

an
 d

o 
is

 r
es

tr
uc

tu
re

 i
ts

el
f 

w
it

hi
n 

th
e 

co
nf

in
es

 o
f 

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
 i

ts
el

f. 
W

ha
t 

it
 i

s 
in

ev
it

ab
ly

 f
or

ce
d 

to
 d

o 
is
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Re

pu
bl

ic
. T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 e
ve

n 
a 

tr
ac

e 
of

 t
he

 o
ld

 p
la

ns
 t

o 
ce

nt
ra

lis
e 

[f
in

an
ci

al
] 

op
er

at
io

ns
. I

n 
ad

di
ti

on
, a

 s
er

ie
s 

of
 p

ro
p

os
al

s 
to

 c
re

at
e 

sp
ec

ia
l b

an
ks

 f
or

 w
he

at
, 

te
xt

ile
s,

 e
tc

. w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

to
 b

e 
en

ti
re

ly
 S

ov
ie

t a
re

 s
er

io
us

ly
 b

ei
ng

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
 

in
 g

ov
er

nm
en

ta
l c

irc
le

s.
  A

lo
ng

si
de

 s
ta

te
 c

ap
it

al
, c

ap
it

al
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

to
 b

e 
in

ve
st

ed
 

by
 th

e 
bo

ur
ge

oi
si

e,
 in

 a
cc

or
da

nc
e 

w
it

h 
w

hi
ch

 it
 m

us
t b

e 
di

st
ri

bu
te

d 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
st

at
e 

an
d 

th
e 

bo
ur

ge
oi

si
e.

 T
he

se
 b

an
ks

 fo
r w

he
at

, t
ex

ti
le

s,
 e

tc
. w

ill
 b

as
ic

al
ly

 h
av

e 
to

 fu
lfi

l a
ll 

th
e 

fu
nc

ti
on

s 
of

 th
e 

ol
d 

ba
nk

s.

A
cc

or
di

ng
 t

o 
th

e 
pr

op
os

al
 f

or
 t

he
 t

ex
ti

le
 b

an
k,

 t
he

 f
ou

nd
in

g 
ca

pi
ta

l 
w

ill
 c

om
e 

fr
om

 5
00

 m
ill

io
n 

[r
ub

le
s]

 a
ss

ig
ne

d 
by

 t
he

 G
ov

er
nm

en
t 

an
d 

50
0 

m
ill

io
n 

in
 s

ha
re

s 
is

su
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

ba
nk

; t
he

se
 s

ha
re

s 
m

us
t b

e 
he

ld
 m

ai
nl

y 
by

 m
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
 w

or
ke

rs
 

an
d 

em
pl

oy
ee

s 
un

io
n,

 c
oo

p
er

at
iv

es
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 o
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 in

di
vi

du
al

s.
 T

he
 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

gu
ar

an
te

es
 a

 m
in

im
um

 r
et

ur
n 

of
 3

%
 o

n 
th

e 
ca

pi
ta

l 
in

ve
st

ed
, 

an
d 

an
 “

ad
di

ti
on

al
 d

iv
id

en
d”

 d
ep

en
de

nt
 o

n 
pr

of
it

s,
 e

tc
. 

A
s 

on
e 

ca
n 

se
e 

fr
om

 t
hi

s 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 a

 n
ew

 t
ex

ti
le

 b
an

k 
w

it
h 

it
s 

gu
ar

an
te

ed
 in

co
m

e 
an

d 
it

s 
“a

dd
it

io
na

l 
di

vi
de

nd
s”

, d
if

fe
rs

 li
tt

le
 f

ro
m

 t
he

 o
ld

 o
ne

s.
  

If 
th

e 
au

th
or

s 
[o

f 
th

is
 p

ro
je

ct
] 

th
in

k 
th

ey
 m

ai
nt

ai
n 

th
ei

r s
oc

ia
lis

t i
nn

oc
en

ce
 b

ec
au

se
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 p
ro

fit
s 

an
d 

“a
dd

it
io

na
l 

di
vi

de
nd

s”
 w

ill
 b

e 
“m

os
tl

y”
 d

is
tr

ib
ut

ed
 a

m
on

g 
th

e 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f u
ni

on
s 

of
 w

or
ke

rs
 

    
    

    
    

  
    

    
    

    
    

  H
is

to
ry

an
d 

em
pl

oy
ee

s,
 in

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
w

ay
 a

s 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t o
f t

he
 S

ta
tu

te
 a

lre
ad

y 
di

sc
us

se
d 

at
 

th
e 

Ce
nt

ro
te

xt
ile

 [3
] m

ee
ti

ng
s,

 it
 is

 a
 fe

eb
le

 c
on

so
la

ti
on

 fo
r a

 c
om

m
un

is
t.

Th
is

 i
s 

to
 s

ay
 n

ot
hi

ng
 a

b
ou

t 
th

e 
cr

ea
ti

on
 o

f 
sp

ec
ia

l 
ba

nk
s 

fo
r 

ea
ch

 b
ra

nc
h 

of
 

in
du

st
ry

, 
w

it
h 

th
ei

r 
co

m
pl

ex
 o

p
er

at
io

ns
 (

“r
ec

ei
vi

ng
 d

ep
os

it
s,

 o
p

en
in

g 
ch

eq
ue

 
ac

co
un

ts
, d

is
co

un
ti

ng
 n

ot
es

, g
ra

nt
in

g 
sh

or
t-

te
rm

 lo
an

s 
an

d 
co

m
m

is
si

on
”)

 w
hi

ch
 

gr
ad

ua
lly

 r
ed

uc
e 

th
e 

fu
nc

ti
on

s 
of

 t
he

 S
ov

ie
t 

Ce
nt

ra
l B

an
k.

  
A

nd
 if

 t
hi

s 
cr

ea
ti

on
 

of
 b

an
k 

br
an

ch
es

 g
oe

s 
ah

ea
d 

qu
ic

kl
y,

 w
e 

w
ill

 h
ar

dl
y 

ev
en

 n
ee

d 
th

e 
So

vi
et

 
Ba

nk
 a

t 
al

l. 
It

 is
 in

te
re

st
in

g 
th

at
 t

he
 p

ro
p

os
al

 f
or

 a
 W

he
at

 B
an

k 
is

 v
er

y 
cl

os
e 

to
 

th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 “
so

ci
al

is
t”

 W
he

at
 B

an
k 

of
 K

er
en

sk
y.

  
By

 t
he

 w
ay

, i
t 

is
 s

ai
d 

th
at

 t
he

 
Co

m
m

is
sa

r 
fo

r 
Fi

na
nc

e,
 C

om
ra

de
 G

uk
ov

sk
y,

 a
pp

ro
ve

d 
th

is
 m

ea
su

re
 in

 p
ri

nc
ip

le
. 

 In
 th

e 
fie

ld
 o

f o
ur

 e
co

no
m

ic
 p

ol
ic

y,
 n

at
io

na
lis

at
io

n 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 m

ul
ti

pl
y 

in
 th

e 
D

on
et

sk
 

m
in

in
g 

in
du

st
ry

 –
 e

it
he

r b
ec

au
se

 t
he

 m
in

es
 w

er
e 

ab
an

do
ne

d 
by

 t
he

ir 
ol

d 
b

os
se

s 
or

 b
ec

au
se

 t
he

re
 is

 f
ig

ht
in

g 
in

 t
hi

s 
re

gi
on

 o
cc

up
ie

d 
by

 t
he

 G
er

m
an

 U
kr

ai
ne

 –
 o

r 
in

 t
he

 la
rg

e 
ra

ilw
ay

 t
ru

st
s,

 t
he

 t
ex

ti
le

 in
du

st
ry

 a
nd

 m
et

al
lu

rg
y.

 A
cc

or
di

ng
 t

o 
th

e 
co

nd
it

io
ns

 [o
f 

th
e 

Br
es

t-
Li

to
vs

k 
Pe

ac
e]

, S
ov

ie
t 

Ru
ss

ia
 r

et
ai

ns
 t

he
 r

ic
h 

co
al

 m
in

es
 

ne
ar

 T
ag

an
ro

g.
 [4

]

Fu
rt

he
rm

or
e,

 t
he

re
 i

s 
th

e 
qu

es
ti

on
 o

f 
cr

ea
ti

ng
 t

he
se

 f
or

m
s 

of
 o

rg
an

is
at

io
n 

in
 

in
du

st
ri

es
 o

th
er

 th
an

 tr
us

ts
 (e

.g
. i

n 
bu

ild
in

g 
of

 tr
ai

ns
 a

nd
 ro

lli
ng

 s
to

ck
, i

nd
us

tr
y 

in
 

th
e 

U
ra

ls
, e

tc
.) 

at
 th

e 
he

ad
 o

f w
hi

ch
 c

ap
it

al
is

t f
or

ce
s,

 a
ll 

th
os

e 
p

ow
er

fu
l i

nd
us

tr
ia

l 
sw

in
dl

er
s,

 w
ou

ld
 f

in
d 

op
p

or
tu

ni
ti

es
 t

o 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

e.
 T

he
 p

ub
lic

 a
dm

is
si

on
 o

f 
th

is
 

de
si

re
 t

o 
re

ly
 o

n 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

or
ga

ni
se

rs
 c

om
es

 f
ro

m
 a

n 
ac

ci
de

nt
al

 “
in

te
rv

ie
w

” 
w

it
h 

co
m

ra
de

s,
 L

un
ac

ha
rs

ky
, [

5]
 T

ro
ts

ky
, e

tc
.  

If 
du

ri
ng

 th
e 

p
er

io
d 

pr
io

r t
o 

Br
es

t-
Li

to
vs

k 
ou

r 
ec

on
om

ic
 p

ol
ic

y 
ha

d 
co

un
te

d 
on

 p
ro

le
ta

ri
an

 in
it

ia
ti

ve
, i

t 
ha

s 
ch

an
ge

d 
si

nc
e 

th
e 

co
nc

lu
si

on
 o

f p
ea

ce
. N

ow
 w

e 
gi

ve
 th

e 
pr

ol
et

ar
ia

ns
 w

is
e 

an
d 

fir
m

 s
lo

ga
ns

: “
D

o 
no

t 
be

 d
is

so
lu

te
!”,

 “
D

on
’t 

st
ea

l!”
, “

Be
 d

is
ci

pl
in

ed
!”,

 e
tc

.  
In

 f
ac

t, 
so

m
e 

re
ad

er
s 

w
ill

 
co

ns
id

er
 t

he
se

 f
or

m
ul

as
 a

s 
ha

vi
ng

 l
it

tl
e 

re
la

ti
on

 t
o 

ec
on

om
ic

 p
ol

ic
y 

an
d 

m
or

e 
ac

cu
ra

te
ly

 r
es

em
bl

e 
th

e 
fa

m
ou

s 
b

ou
rg

eo
is

 m
ax

im
s 

of
 S

am
ue

l S
m

ile
s 

of
 t

he
 “

b
e 

th
ri

ft
y”

 t
yp

e.
 B

ut
 i

t’s
 a

 m
is

ta
ke

. 
Ta

ki
ng

 o
n 

b
oa

rd
 t

he
 a

tt
it

ud
e 

of
 t

he
 c

ap
it

al
is

t 
or

ga
ni

se
rs

 i
s 

a 
tu

rn
in

g 
po

in
t. 

Ce
rt

ai
nl

y,
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fir

st
 p

er
io

d,
 n

ob
od

y 
de

ni
ed

 
th

e 
ne

ed
 t

o 
in

vi
te

 e
ng

in
ee

rs
, 

te
ch

ni
ca

l 
sp

ec
ia

lis
ts

 a
nd

 e
m

pl
oy

ee
s 

to
 w

or
k 

in
 

co
m

pa
ni

es
 n

at
io

na
lis

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
’ a

nd
 p

ea
sa

nt
s’

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t. 

Th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

 
w

as
 h

ow
 t

o 
in

vi
te

 t
he

m
, a

nd
 s

ol
ve

 t
he

 q
ue

st
io

n 
of

 h
ow

 t
he

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t 

w
or

ke
rs

 
an

d 
pe

as
an

ts
 c

ou
ld

 m
ak

e 
us

e 
of

 th
em

, w
it

ho
ut

 g
iv

in
g 

th
em

 m
an

ag
er

ia
l f

un
ct

io
ns

.

N
ow

 t
he

 s
it

ua
ti

on
 i

s 
ch

an
gi

ng
. I

ns
te

ad
 o

f 
us

in
g 

th
em

 t
he

re
 i

s 
th

e 
da

ng
er

 t
ha

t 
w

e 
ar

e 
be

in
g 

us
ed

 b
y 

th
em

. 
In

 o
rd

er
 t

o 
or

ga
ni

se
 n

ew
 t

ru
st

s 
a 

le
ad

in
g 

ro
le

 
is

 g
iv

en
 t

o 
fo

rm
er

 i
nd

us
tr

ia
l 

sh
ar

ks
. 

Th
e 

or
ga

ni
sa

ti
on

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
ac

ti
vi

ty
 

of
 t

he
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 i
s 

be
in

g 
re

pl
ac

ed
 b

y 
he

lp
 f

ro
m

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
ed

 c
ap

it
al

is
t 

le
ad

er
s.

 It
 is

 n
o 

ac
ci

de
nt

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
no

w
 d

ef
un

ct
 n

ew
sp

ap
er

 N
as

he
 S

lo
vo

 [6
] w

ro
te
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ry
 P
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tio
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 P

er
sp
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tiv
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Re
vi

ew
: Tr

ut
ov

sk
y,

 T
he

 T
ra

ns
iti

on
al

 P
er

io
d

Vl
ad

im
ir 

Tr
ut

ov
sk

y,
 T

he
 T

ra
ns

iti
on

al
 P

er
io

d 
(b

et
w

ee
n 

C
ap

it
al

is
m

 a
nd

 
So

ci
al

is
m

) P
et

ro
gr

ad
, “

Re
vo

lu
ts

io
nn

yi
 s

ot
si

al
iz

m
” 

(fr
om

 th
e 

Ce
nt

ra
l 

Co
m

m
it

te
e 

of
 th

e 
Le

ft
 S

R 
pa

rt
y)

, 1
91

8

The
 s

ub
je

ct
 a

nn
ou

nc
ed

 i
n 

th
e 

ti
tl

e 
of

 C
om

ra
de

 T
ru

to
vs

ky
’s

 p
am

ph
le

t 
is

 v
er

y 
in

te
re

st
in

g.
 B

ut
, 

un
fo

rt
un

at
el

y,
 w

e 
ar

e 
fo

rc
ed

 t
o 

co
nc

lu
de

 t
ha

t 
it

 i
s 

ha
rd

 t
o 

w
ri

te
 s

o 
m

uc
h 

am
az

in
g 

no
ns

en
se

 a
t o

nc
e 

as
 C

om
ra

de
 T

ru
to

vs
ky

 h
as

 d
on

e.
 In

st
ea

d 
of

 lo
ok

in
g 

se
ri

ou
sl

y 
at

 a
ll 

th
e 

is
su

es
 d

ea
lt

 w
it

h 
in

 h
is

 p
am

ph
le

t h
e 

de
ci

de
d 

to
 o

nl
y 

da
bb

le
 li

gh
tl

y 
in

 M
ar

xi
sm

.  
O

bv
io

us
ly

, n
ot

hi
ng

 b
ut

 c
on

fu
si

on
 c

om
es

 o
ut

 o
f i

t.

Co
m

ra
de

 T
ru

to
vs

ky
 sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e 

of
fe

nd
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

fa
ct

 th
at

 h
is

 a
tt

ac
ks

 o
n 

M
ar

xi
sm

 
w

ill
 re

ce
iv

e 
fr

om
 u

s 
a 

se
ve

re
 b

ut
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 re
sp

on
se

:   h
e 

as
ke

d 
fo

r i
t. 

Le
t u

s 
fo

llo
w

 
th

e 
au

th
or

 in
 h

is
 re

as
on

in
g.

 O
n 

pa
ge

s 
8-

9,
 h

e 
tr

ie
s 

to
 “r

ef
ut

e”
 M

ar
xi

sm
 b

y 
cl

ai
m

in
g 

th
at

 im
p

er
ia

lis
m

, b
y 

na
tu

re
, 

ha
s 

no
th

in
g 

to
 d

o 
w

it
h 

ec
on

om
ic

s.
 L

ik
e 

a 
vu

lg
ar

 jo
ur

na
lis

t, 
it

’s
 th

e 
Ro

m
an

 E
m

pi
re

, 
th

e 
C

at
ho

lic
 C

hu
rc

h,
 a

nd
 a

 t
ho

us
an

d 
ot

he
r 

th
in

gs
, 

w
hi

ch
 h

e 
co

ns
id

er
s 

to
 b

e 
im

pe
ri

al
is

m
s.

 F
or

 h
im

, t
he

 o
nl

y 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

cr
ite

ri
on

 i
s 

“t
he

 d
es

ire
 t

o 
do

m
in

at
e”

. 
In

 f
ac

t, 
hi

s 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
ns

 g
re

at
ly

 r
es

em
bl

e 
th

e 
re

as
on

in
g 

of
 a

 s
im

pl
e 

m
an

 w
ho

 
w

ou
ld

 s
ay

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
he

n,
 t

he
 m

os
t 

or
di

na
ry

 h
en

, i
s 

fu
nd

am
en

ta
lly

 im
pe

ria
lis

t, 
si

nc
e 

it 
fe

ed
s 

on
 w

he
at

 w
hi

le
 d

om
in

at
in

g 
an

d 
gr

ow
in

g 
at

 th
e 

ex
pe

ns
e 

of
 th

e 
un

fo
rt

un
at

e 
gr

ai
n 

of
 w

he
at

.  
A

nd
 t

o 
cr

ow
n 

al
l, 

co
m

ra
de

 T
ru

to
vs

ky
 r

ef
er

s 
to

 u
ni

ve
rs

al
 t

hi
nk

in
g,

 
sc

ie
nc

e 
an

d 
ev

en
 “s

oc
ia

lis
m

 w
hi

ch
, i

n 
so

m
e 

w
ay

s,
 c

ut
s a

cr
os

s i
m

p
er

ia
lis

m
”, 

b
ec

au
se

 
he

 w
an

ts
 “

to
 r

eu
ni

te
 h

um
an

it
y 

in
 o

ne
 c

om
m

un
it

y”
. I

n 
th

e 
op

in
io

n 
of

 t
he

 a
ut

ho
r, 

th
er

e 
is

 h
er

e 
on

ly
 o

ne
 d

if
fe

re
nc

e,
 it

 is
 th

e 
ab

se
nc

e 
of

 c
on

st
ra

in
t. 

Bu
t t

hi
s 

is
 w

he
re

 
Co

m
ra

de
 T

ru
to

vs
ky

 is
 m

is
ta

ke
n:

 in
 r

ea
lit

y,
 s

oc
ia

lis
m

 a
im

s 
to

 d
om

in
at

e 
th

e 
w

or
ld

 
by

 t
he

 s
oc

ia
lis

t 
re

vo
lu

ti
on

, t
ha

t 
is

 t
o 

sa
y,

 b
y 

vi
ol

en
ce

.  
A

cc
or

di
ng

 t
o 

Tr
ut

ov
sk

y’
s 

co
nc

ep
ti

on
, s

oc
ia

lis
m

 is
 “o

nl
y 

on
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

rm
s”

 o
f i
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. 

 H
e 

be
ca

m
e 

a 
M

en
sh

ev
ik

 a
nd

 i
m

pr
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 o
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 b
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e 

In
te

r-
di

st
ri

ct
 C

om
m

itt
ee

 
(M

ez
hr

ao
nt

sy
), 

he
 r

ej
oi

ne
d 

th
e 

B
ol

sh
ev

ik
s 

w
ith

 t
hi

s 
gr

ou
p 

in
 J

ul
y 

19
17

. 
he

 w
as

 t
he

 f
ir

st
 

Pe
op

le
’s

 C
om

m
is

sa
r 

fo
r 

Ed
uc

at
io

n.
[6

] 
 “

Th
e 

N
ew

 W
or

d”
[7

] 
 A

le
xe

i 
N

ik
ol

ay
ev

ic
h 

B
ac

h 
(1

85
7-
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ut

ho
rs

 w
er

e 
fe

at
ur

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
N

ov
ar

a 
M

ed
ia

 p
od

ca
st

s,
 g

av
e 

ta
lk

s 
at

 u
ni

ve
rs

it
ie

s 
an

d 
m

or
e 

re
ce

nt
ly

 s
p

ok
e 

at
 a

 n
um

b
er

 
of

 L
ab

ou
r P

ar
ty

 e
ve

nt
s.

 In
 2

01
6 

Sr
ni

ce
k 

w
en

t o
n 

to
 re

le
as

e 
an

ot
he

r b
oo

k,
 P

la
tf

or
m

 
Ca

pi
ta

lis
m

, a
 lo

ok
 a

t 
m

od
er

n 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

fir
m

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
G

oo
gl

e 
an

d 
Fa

ce
b

oo
k,

 w
hi

le
 

W
ill

ia
m

s 
ha

s 
a 

fo
rt

hc
om

in
g 

b
oo

k 
in

 t
he

 w
or

ks
 o

n 
he

ge
m

on
y 

an
d 

th
e 

le
ft

. M
or

e 
im

po
rt

an
tl

y 
ho

w
ev

er
, b

ot
h 

go
t s

w
ep

t u
p 

in
 th

e 
m

ov
em

en
t a

ro
un

d 
Je

re
m

y 
Co

rb
yn

, 
an

d 
se

em
 to

 h
av

e 
jo

in
ed

 th
e 

ra
nk

s 
of

 th
e 

La
bo

ur
 le

ft
 in

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
s.

 A
nd

 a
lt

ho
ug

h 
w

e 
ar

e 
la

te
 t

o 
th

e 
pa

rt
y 

w
it

h 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

re
vi

ew
, i

t 
is

 t
he

 p
ol

it
ic

al
 t

ra
je

ct
or

y 
of

 
th

e 
au

th
or

s 
of

 th
e 

b
oo

k,
 re

ve
al

ed
 o

ve
r t

he
 p

as
t t

hr
ee

 y
ea

rs
, w

hi
ch

 il
lu

m
in

at
es

 th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

s 
at

 th
e 

co
re

 o
f I

nv
en

tin
g 

th
e 

Fu
tu

re
.

A
cc

el
er

at
io

ni
sm

N
o 

so
ci

al
 o

rd
er

 e
ve

r 
pe

ris
he

s 
be

fo
re

 a
ll 

th
e 

pr
od

uc
tiv

e 
fo

rc
es

 f
or

 w
hi

ch
 t

he
re

 
is

 r
oo

m
 i

n 
it 

ha
ve

 d
ev

el
op

ed
; a

nd
 n

ew
, h

ig
he

r 
re

la
tio

ns
 o

f 
pr

od
uc

tio
n 

ne
ve

r 
ap

pe
ar

 b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

m
at

er
ia

l c
on

di
tio

ns
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

ex
is

te
nc

e 
ha

ve
 m

at
ur

ed
 in

 t
he

 
w

om
b 

of
 th

e 
ol

d 
so

ci
et

y 
its

el
f. 

 
[P

re
fa

ce
 o

f  
 A

 C
on

tr
ib

ut
io

n 
to

 th
e 

Cr
it

iq
ue

 o
f P

ol
it

ic
al

 E
co

no
m

y,
  K

. M
ar

x]
 

 ...
in

 g
en

er
al

, t
he

 p
ro

te
ct

iv
e 

sy
st

em
 o

f o
ur

 d
ay

 is
 c

on
se

rv
at

iv
e,

 w
hi

le
 th

e 
fr

ee
 tr

ad
e 

sy
st

em
 is

 d
es

tr
uc

tiv
e.

 It
 b

re
ak

s u
p 

ol
d 

na
tio

na
lit

ie
s a

nd
 p

us
he

s t
he

 a
nt

ag
on

is
m

 
of

 th
e 

pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t a

nd
 th

e 
bo

ur
ge

oi
si

e 
to

 th
e 

ex
tr

em
e 

po
in

t. 
In

 a
 w

or
d,

 th
e 

fr
ee

 tr
ad

e 
sy

st
em

 h
as

te
ns

 th
e 

so
ci

al
 re

vo
lu

tio
n.

  [
O

n 
Fr

ee
 T

ra
de

, K
. M

ar
x]

Ba
ck

 to
 th

e 
Fu

tu
re

: R
eb

ra
nd

in
g 

So
ci

al
 D

em
oc

ra
cy
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   R

ev
ie

w
 a

rt
ic

le

Th
e 

ba
si

c 
pr

em
is

e 
of

 a
cc

el
er

at
io

ni
st

 t
hi

nk
in

g 
is

 a
lre

ad
y 

co
nt

ai
ne

d 
w

it
hi

n 
th

e 
w

ri
ti

ng
s 

of
 M

ar
x,

 s
pe

ci
fic

al
ly

 in
 t

he
 s

eg
m

en
ts

 c
ite

d 
ab

ov
e 

an
d 

th
e 

Fr
ag

m
en

t 
on

 
M

ac
hi

ne
s 

fr
om

 T
he

 G
ru

nd
ris

se
. S

in
ce

 t
he

 p
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

fo
rc

es
 o

f 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

so
ci

et
y 

w
ill

 c
om

e 
in

to
 c

on
fli

ct
 w

it
h 

th
e 

ex
is

ti
ng

 r
el

at
io

ns
 o

f 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t 

pr
od

uc
ti

on
, 

th
e 

ac
ce

le
ra

ti
on

is
ts

 
pr

op
ag

at
e 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

of
 

pr
od

uc
ti

ve
 

fo
rc

es
 

an
d 

te
ch

no
lo

gi
ca

l 
in

no
va

ti
on

 t
o 

th
e 

po
in

t 
w

he
re

 t
he

se
 b

re
ak

 c
ap

it
al

is
t 

lo
gi

c.
 T

o 
“a

cc
el

er
at

e 
th

e 
pr

oc
es

s”
, 

as
 D

el
eu

ze
 a

nd
 G

ua
tt

ar
i 

pu
t 

it
. 

 H
ow

ev
er

 u
nl

ik
e 

th
e 

ac
ce

le
ra

ti
on

is
t 

tu
rn

ed
 r

ea
ct

io
na

ry
 N

ic
k 

La
nd

 f
or

 w
ho

m
 “

ca
pi

ta
lis

t 
sp

ee
d 

al
on

e 
co

ul
d 

ge
ne

ra
te

 a
 g

lo
ba

l t
ra

ns
it

io
n 

to
w

ar
ds

 u
np

ar
al

le
le

d 
te

ch
no

lo
gi

ca
l s

in
gu

la
ri

ty
”,  

Sr
ni

ce
k 

an
d 

W
ill

ia
m

s 
be

lie
ve

 th
at

 “c
ap

it
al

is
m

 c
an

no
t b

e 
id

en
ti

fie
d 

as
 th

e 
ag

en
t o

f 
tr

ue
 a

cc
el

er
at

io
n”

, a
nd

 th
at

 is
 w

he
re

 th
e 

le
ft

 c
om

es
 in

. [
2]

Th
e 

au
th

or
s 

of
 t

he
 A

cc
el

er
at

e 
M

an
ife

st
o 

ha
ve

 m
ad

e 
a 

co
ns

ci
ou

s 
de

ci
si

on
 t

o 
no

t 
re

fe
r 

to
 a

cc
el

er
at

io
ni

sm
 d

ire
ct

ly
 in

 In
ve

nt
in

g 
th

e 
Fu

tu
re

, l
ik

el
y 

to
 e

ns
ur

e 
a 

w
id

er
 

au
di

en
ce

 a
nd

 b
ec

au
se

, 
as

 t
he

y 
sa

y,
 t

he
 t

er
m

 a
cc

el
er

at
io

ni
sm

 s
uf

fe
rs

 f
ro

m
 a

 
“m

ia
sm

a 
of

 c
om

pe
ti

ng
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

s”
. 

H
ow

ev
er

 c
er

ta
in

 t
he

m
es

, 
fr

om
 t

he
 

de
si

ra
bi

lit
y 

of
 p

ro
gr

es
s 

an
d 

te
ch

no
lo

gi
ca

l 
ad

va
nc

em
en

t 
to

 t
he

 e
m

an
ci

pa
to

ry
 

po
te

nt
ia

l o
f 

au
gm

en
ti

ng
 t

he
 h

um
an

 b
od

y 
an

d 
so

 o
n,

 a
re

 c
ar

ri
ed

 o
ve

r. 
Ch

ap
te

rs
 

Fi
ve

 a
nd

 S
ix

 a
re

 t
he

 b
es

t 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f 
th

is
 –

 in
 t

ha
t 

th
ey

 t
ry

 t
o 

en
vi

si
on

 w
ha

t 
a 

po
st

-w
or

k 
so

ci
et

y 
co

ul
d 

lo
ok

 l
ik

e.
 B

ut
 e

ve
n 

at
 t

he
ir 

m
os

t 
ut

op
ia

n,
 S

rn
ic

ek
 a

nd
 

W
ill

ia
m

s 
ne

ve
r 

se
em

 to
 r

ea
lly

 c
om

e 
to

 g
ri

ps
 w

it
h 

th
e 

ab
ol

it
io

n 
of

 v
al

ue
, t

he
 s

ta
te

 
an

d 
m

on
ey

. 
It

 i
s 

im
pl

ie
d 

th
at

 p
os

t-
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 m
ay

 m
ea

n 
co

m
m

un
is

m
, 

bu
t 

it
 i

s 
ne

ve
r s

ta
te

d.
 T

he
 te

rm
 p

os
t-

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
 is

 o
f c

ou
rs

e 
re

m
in

is
ce

nt
 o

f t
he

 ti
tl

e 
of

 P
au

l 
M

as
on

’s
 b

oo
k 

re
le

as
ed

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
ye

ar
 a

s 
In

ve
nt

in
g 

th
e 

Fu
tu

re
. T

he
 c

en
tr

al
 th

es
is

 o
f 

M
as

on
’s

 b
oo

k,
 w

as
 th

at
 w

e 
ar

e 

at
 t

he
 s

ta
rt

 o
f a

 t
ra

ns
iti

on
 p

er
io

d 
to

 p
os

t-
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

; a
 t

ra
ns

iti
on

 in
 w

hi
ch

 p
os

t-
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 co
ex

is
ts

 w
ith

 ca
pi

ta
lis

m
 a

s a
 p

ar
al

le
l s

ys
te

m
 o

f p
ro

du
ct

io
n;

 a
 tr

an
si

tio
n 

w
hi

ch
 c

ou
ld

 ta
ke

 c
en

tu
rie

s.
 H

ow
ev

er
, b

ec
au

se
 o

f a
 n

um
be

r o
f e

xi
st

en
tia

l t
hr

ea
ts

, 
su

ch
 a

s c
lim

at
e 

ch
an

ge
, d

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 c

ha
ng

e 
in

 g
lo

ba
l p

op
ul

at
io

n 
an

d 
so

ve
re

ig
n 

de
bt

, 
hu

m
an

it
y 

do
es

 n
ot

 h
av

e 
th

e 
tim

e 
to

 l
et

 t
hi

s 
tr

an
si

tio
n 

ru
n 

its
 c

ou
rs

e.
 

Th
er

ef
or

e,
 a

lth
ou

gh
 p

os
t-

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
 is

 h
ap

pe
ni

ng
 a

ny
w

ay
, w

e 
ne

ed
 t

o 
m

ob
ili

se
 

th
e 

st
at

e 
to

 sp
ee

d 
up

 th
e 

tr
an

si
tio

n.
 [3

]

A
s 

w
ill

 s
oo

n 
be

co
m

e 
cl

ea
r, 

th
e 

si
m

ila
ri

ti
es

 d
o 

no
t e

nd
 th

er
e 

– 
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
cr

it
ic

is
m

 
of

 P
os

tc
ap

ita
lis

m
 –

 A
 G

ui
de

 to
 o

ur
 F

ut
ur

e 
ca

n 
al

so
 b

e 
ap

pl
ie

d 
to

 In
ve

nt
in

g 
th

e 
Fu

tu
re

. 
A

nd
 a

s 
w

e 
sa

id
 b

ac
k 

in
 2

01
6,

 “
it

 is
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

t 
th

at
 P

au
l M

as
on

 [a
nd

 n
ow

 S
rn

ic
ek

 
an

d 
W

ill
ia

m
s]

 d
oe

s 
no

t c
al

l h
is

 n
ew

 s
oc

ie
ty

 c
om

m
un

is
m

 b
ut

 th
e 

m
or

e 
va

gu
e 

‘p
os

t-
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

’ 
si

nc
e 

it
 c

oe
xi

st
s 

w
it

h 
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 i
n 

a 
pr

oc
es

s 
of

 s
ym

bi
ot

ic
 c

ha
ng

e.
 

W
he

re
as

 M
ar

x 
cl

ea
rl

y 
un

de
rs

to
od

 th
at

 c
om

m
un

is
t s

oc
ie

ty
 re

qu
ire

d 
re

vo
lu

ti
on

, i
n 

ot
he

r w
or

ds
, a

 c
om

pl
et

e 
br

ea
k 

w
it

h 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
re

la
ti

on
s,

 b
ef

or
e 

it
 c

ou
ld

 

 
 

 
Re

vi
ew

 a
rt

ic
le

be
 im

pl
em

en
te

d.
” 

[4
]

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
  T

he
 P

ro
bl

em
 W

it
h 

th
e 

Le
ft

 

Ra
th

er
 t

ha
n 

to
 a

 d
ef

in
ed

 p
ol

it
ic

al
 t

en
de

nc
y,

 In
ve

nt
in

g 
th

e 
Fu

tu
re

 s
p

ea
ks

 t
o 

th
e 

br
oa

d 
ch

ur
ch

 o
f “

th
e 

le
ft

”. 
It

 p
ro

vi
de

s 
a 

“c
ri

ti
qu

e 
of

 to
da

y’
s 

le
ft

”, 
an

d 
se

es
 th

e 
ne

ed
 

fo
r a

 “c
ou

nt
er

-h
eg

em
on

ic
 m

ov
em

en
t”

 w
hi

ch
 c

an
 “r

eb
ui

ld
 th

e 
le

ft
”. 

Bu
t w

ho
 is

 “t
he

 
le

ft
”?

  W
he

re
 a

re
 th

e 
lin

es
 d

ra
w

n?
 T

hi
s 

is
 s

om
et

hi
ng

 th
at

 th
e 

au
th

or
s 

ne
ve

r r
ea

lly
 

de
fin

e.
 If

 a
cc

el
er

at
io

ni
sm

 s
uf

fe
rs

 fr
om

 a
 “

m
ia

sm
a 

of
 c

om
pe

ti
ng

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
s”

, 
th

en
 “

th
e 

le
ft

” 
is

 a
n 

ev
en

 m
or

e 
am

bi
gu

ou
s 

te
rm

. I
nv

en
ti

ng
 t

he
 F

ut
ur

e 
p

os
it

s 
an

 
ab

st
ra

ct
 le

ft
 (a

nt
i-

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
), 

ag
ai

ns
t a

n 
ab

st
ra

ct
 ri

gh
t (

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
). 

Bo
th

 p
ol

it
ic

al
 

op
ti

on
s 

ar
e 

th
en

 d
iv

id
ed

 in
to

 t
w

o 
ca

te
go

ri
es

 –
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

le
ft

 a
nd

 t
he

 r
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

a 
fo

lk
 p

ol
it

ic
al

 c
ur

re
nt

, a
nd

 a
 u

ni
ve

rs
al

is
t 

cu
rr

en
t. 

Th
e 

au
th

or
s 

go
 o

n 
to

 c
ri

ti
qu

e 
th

e 
fo

lk
 p

ol
it

ic
al

 l
ef

t 
an

d 
ar

gu
e 

fo
r 

a 
un

iv
er

sa
lis

t 
le

ft
 i

ns
te

ad
. B

ut
 t

he
 l

ef
t 

is
 o

f 
co

ur
se

 n
ot

 e
as

ily
 d

em
ar

ca
te

d 
an

d 
do

es
 n

ot
 s

tr
iv

e 
to

w
ar

ds
 a

 c
om

m
on

 g
oa

l a
s 

th
e 

au
th

or
s 

as
su

m
e.

 T
he

re
 a

re
 a

 n
um

b
er

 o
f 

ot
he

r 
pr

ob
le

m
at

ic
 a

ss
um

pt
io

ns
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

au
th

or
s 

m
ak

e 
ri

gh
t 

of
f t

he
 b

at
. T

he
 f

ir
st

 is
 t

ha
t 

so
ci

al
 d

em
oc

ra
cy

 is
 “

im
p

os
si

bl
e”

, 
“o

ut
da

te
d”

, a
 th

in
g 

of
 th

e 
pa

st
. T

he
 s

ec
on

d 
is

 th
e 

de
fin

it
io

n 
of

 fo
lk

 p
ol

it
ic

s 
it

se
lf.

La
ck

 o
f 

a 
se

ri
ou

s 
cr

it
iq

ue
 o

f 
so

ci
al

 d
em

oc
ra

cy
, a

nd
 t

he
 r

ol
e 

th
at

 it
 m

ay
 s

ti
ll 

pl
ay

 
in

 t
he

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

 o
f 

to
da

y,
 l

ea
ve

s 
“t

he
 l

ef
t”

 o
p

en
 t

o 
be

in
g 

dr
aw

n 
ba

ck
 i

nt
o 

it
s 

cl
ut

ch
es

 o
nc

e 
it

 a
pp

ea
rs

 i
n 

a 
se

em
in

gl
y 

ne
w

 o
r 

un
ex

p
ec

te
d 

fo
rm

. T
he

 C
or

by
n 

ph
en

om
en

on
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

ex
ac

tl
y 

su
ch

 a
n 

op
p

or
tu

ni
ty

, 
to

 t
he

 p
oi

nt
 w

he
re

 e
ve

n 
so

m
e 

su
pp

os
ed

 a
na

rc
hi

st
s 

ha
ve

 n
ow

 jo
in

ed
 th

e 
La

b
ou

r P
ar

ty
 ra

nk
s.

 [5
] I

nv
en

ti
ng

 
th

e 
Fu

tu
re

 w
as

 w
ri

tt
en

 ju
st

 b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

ris
e 

of
 C

or
by

n,
 b

ut
 in

 2
01

5 
so

ci
al

 d
em

oc
ra

cy
 

w
as

 a
lre

ad
y 

a 
vi

si
bl

e 
fo

rc
e 

st
ro

ng
 e

no
ug

h 
so

 th
at

 it
 c

ou
ld

 o
nc

e 
ag

ai
n 

le
ad

 m
as

se
s 

of
 p

eo
pl

e 
in

to
 e

le
ct

or
al

 a
nd

 r
ef

or
m

is
t 

de
ad

 e
nd

s 
(e

.g
. S

yr
iz

a,
 P

od
em

os
). 

W
hi

le
 a

 
se

ct
io

n 
of

 t
he

 le
ft

 d
oe

s 
in

de
ed

 e
m

br
ac

e 
a 

fo
rm

 o
f 

fo
lk

 p
ol

it
ic

s 
th

at
 S

rn
ic

ek
 a

nd
 

W
ill
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 c
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l d
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 c
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l d
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 d
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t”

 
al

te
rn

at
iv

es
. T

he
 L

ab
ou

r 
Pa

rt
y 

cu
rr

en
tl

y 
ha

s 
ov
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 m
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b
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b
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r 
ha

s 
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es
en
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 o
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w
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 m
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 r
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n 
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m
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m
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th

e 
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m
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[6

] 
A

nd
 s

o 
it

 s
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b
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l d
em

oc
ra

ts
!

Ch
ap

te
r T

w
o 

is
 a

 c
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 m
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le
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 c
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 c
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e 

un
iv
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ct
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al
 c

om
m

un
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an
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ol

un
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m
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al
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r 
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al
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ho
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 d
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ft
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y 

tr
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h 
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al

 p
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ti
es
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 a

 r
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 d
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p
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w
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r m
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at
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, l
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m
m
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m
m

itt
ee

, m
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t f
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m
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d 
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em
po

ra
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w
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f o
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re
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m
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t, 
an

d 
et
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l c
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m
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m
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 c
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 o
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 t
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f c
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 p
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 d
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at
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 c
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en

 P
ar

ty
. F

or
 t

he
 a

ut
ho

rs
 t

ho
ug

h 
it

 is
 a

ll 
ab

ou
t 

fo
rm

 
an

d 
no

t c
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 c
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 D
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 a

ct
io

n 
an

d 
lo

ca
l 

co
m

m
un

it
y 

re
si

st
an

ce
 i

s,
 a

s 
th

e 
au

th
or

s 
sa

y,
 

in
su

ff
ic

ie
nt

 o
n 

it
s 

ow
n.
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 p
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at
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t p
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 p
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 c
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 r
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 c
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t c
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tc
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t p
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ra
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m
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m
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 t
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op
er

at
ed

 i
n 

a 
un
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 p
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 m
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w
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le

W
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b
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n 
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ts
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al

s,
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o 
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ho
ol

, G
er

m
an

 o
rd

ol
ib

er
al

s 
– 

fo
un

d 
a 

ho
m

e 
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e 

M
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t P
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in

 S
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ie
ty
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s.
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gh
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So
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y,
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eo

-li
b
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w
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e 
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 d
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n 
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h 
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in
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p

ol
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do
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m
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t c
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 p
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 d
ue

 t
o 

th
e 

cr
is

is
 o

f t
he

 1
97

0s
 (e

nd
 o

f 
Br

et
to

n 
W

oo
ds

, s
ta

gf
la

ti
on

) t
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W
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k 
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e 
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w
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s 
flo
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b
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n 

be
ca

m
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m
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m
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b
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s 
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b
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ra
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 c
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 b
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 f
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 b
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y 

of
 

m
od

er
ni
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 fr

ee
do

m
 fr

om
 th

e 
ne

o-
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 c
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e 
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 c
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ai
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b
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 c
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t o
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at
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w
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, u
ni
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r 
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W
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l t
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ra
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 o
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at
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 t
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 r
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 p
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 p
op

ul
at

io
n.

 T
he

 o
ri

en
ta

ti
on

 t
ow

ar
ds

 t
he

 
La

bo
ur

 P
ar

ty
, n

ew
 m

ed
ia

, a
nd

 le
ft

is
t 

th
in

k 
ta

nk
s,

 is
 o

nl
y 

a 
lo

gi
ca

l c
on

ti
nu

at
io

n 
of

 
th

is
 li

ne
 o

f t
hi

nk
in

g.

D
em

an
d 

th
e 

Fu
tu

re
?

“A
le

x 
W

ill
ia

m
s 

an
d 

N
ic

k 
Sr

ni
ce

k,
 c

o-
au

th
or

s 
of

 In
ve

nt
in

g 
th

e 
Fu

tu
re

 (
20

15
) 

ar
gu

e 
th

at
 r

ap
id

 a
ut

om
at

io
n 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
an

 e
xp

lic
it

 p
ro

je
ct

 t
o 

m
ov

e 
to

 a
 l

ow
er

 w
or

k,
 

hi
gh

er
 p

ro
du

ct
iv

it
y 

ec
on

om
y,

 a
nd

 a
rg

ue
 fo

r a
 b

as
ic

 in
co

m
e 

an
d 

re
du

ce
d 

w
or

ki
ng

 
ti

m
e”

 - 
A

lt
er

na
ti

ve
 M

od
el

s 
of

 O
w

ne
rs

hi
p,

 r
ep

or
t 

to
 m

em
b

er
s 

of
 t

he
 L

ab
ou

r 
Pa

rt
y 

sh
ad

ow
 c

ab
in

et
 (2

01
7)



50
Re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
Re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 P

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
51

Re
vi

ew
 a

rt
ic

le

Th
e 

ce
nt

ra
l t

he
si

s 
of

 c
ha

pt
er

s 
fo

ur
 o

nw
ar

d 
is

 w
ha

t a
 le

ft
is

t p
ro

je
ct

 th
at

 is
 u

ni
ve

rs
al

 
an

d 
ab

le
 to

 p
re

se
nt

 a
n 

at
tr

ac
ti

ve
 v

is
io

n 
of

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
 m

ig
ht

 lo
ok

 li
ke

.  
A

ll 
th

e 
w

hi
le

 
th

e 
au

th
or

s 
re

m
in

d 
us

 t
ha

t 
a 

fo
lk

 p
ol

it
ic

, p
re

-o
cc

up
ie

d 
w

it
h 

de
fe

nd
in

g 
lo

ca
lit

ie
s,

 
is

 n
ot

 c
ap

ab
le

 o
f d

oi
ng

 th
is

. B
ut

 w
ha

t i
s 

it
 th

at
 th

ey
 a

ct
ua

lly
 p

ro
po

se
?

Be
hi

nd
 a

ll 
th

e 
ac

ce
le

ra
ti

on
is

t a
nd

 fu
tu

ris
t r

he
to

ri
c 

lie
s 

w
ha

t a
m

ou
nt

s 
to

 a
 n

um
be

r 
of

 
fa

ir
ly

 
m

un
da

ne
 

tr
an

si
ti

on
al

 
de

m
an

ds
: 

un
iv

er
sa

l 
ba

si
c 

in
co

m
e 

(U
BI

) 
[1

0]
, 

au
to

m
at

io
n 

an
d 

th
e 

re
du

ct
io

n 
of

 t
he

 w
or

ki
ng

 w
ee

k.
 A

ut
om

at
io

n 
is

 m
ar

ch
in

g 
on

w
ar

d 
re

ga
rd

le
ss

 (w
he

th
er

 it
 is

 re
du

ci
ng

 th
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f j
ob

s 
or

 p
ro

du
ci

ng
 k

ill
er

 
dr

on
es

), 
w

hi
le

 b
as

ic
 in

co
m

e 
pi

lo
ts

 h
av

e 
al

re
ad

y 
be

en
 in

it
ia

te
d 

in
 m

ul
ti

pl
e 

co
un

tr
ie

s,
 

fr
om

 N
am

ib
ia

 to
 F

in
la

nd
. A

ll 
of

 th
is

 w
it

ho
ut

 th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 a

cc
el

er
at

io
ni

st
 le

ft
 to

 
“d

em
an

d”
 it

. W
ha

t t
ha

t l
ef

t c
an

 n
ow

 d
o,

 a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 th
e 

au
th

or
s,

 is
 to

 a
cc

el
er

at
e 

th
es

e 
pr

oc
es

se
s 

an
d 

in
flu

en
ce

 t
he

 w
ay

 t
he

y 
ar

e 
im

pl
em

en
te

d.
 F

or
 t

he
m

 t
he

se
 

ar
e 

no
n-

re
fo

rm
is

t 
re

fo
rm

s 
w

hi
ch

 “
w

ill
 n

ot
 b

re
ak

 u
s 

ou
t 

of
 c

ap
it

al
is

m
, b

ut
 t

he
y 

do
 p

ro
m

is
e 

to
 b

re
ak

 u
s 

ou
t 

of
 n

eo
lib

er
al

is
m

, a
nd

 t
o 

es
ta

bl
is

h 
an

 e
qu

ili
br

iu
m

 o
f 

po
lit

ic
al

, e
co

no
m

ic
 a

nd
 s

oc
ia

l f
or

ce
s.

” [
11

] I
n 

te
rm

s 
of

 ta
ct

ic
s,

 S
rn

ic
ek

 a
nd

 W
ill

ia
m

s’
 

vi
si

on
 is

 a
lle

ge
dl

y 
a 

lo
ng

 t
er

m
 o

ne
. T

he
 r

is
e 

of
 n

eo
-li

be
ra

lis
m

 t
oo

k 
40

 y
ea

rs
 o

r 
m

or
e.

 L
ik

ew
is

e 
th

e 
Br

it
is

h 
le

ft
 w

ill
 n

ee
d 

to
 o

ve
r t

im
e 

bu
ild

 it
s 

ow
n 

he
ge

m
on

y.
 T

hi
s 

ha
s 

to
 i

nc
lu

de
 p

ol
it

ic
ia

ns
, b

us
in

es
s 

ex
pe

rt
s,

 n
ew

 m
ed

ia
, a

nd
 a

ca
de

m
ic

s 
– 

w
it

h 
Co

rb
yn

, M
cD

on
ne

ll,
 P

ik
et

ty
, S

ti
gl

it
z,

 m
ed

ia
 o

ut
le

ts
 li

ke
 N

ov
ar

a 
or

 T
he

 C
an

ar
y,

 P
au

l 
M

as
on

 a
nd

 O
w

en
 J

on
es

, a
nd

 in
de

ed
 t

he
 a

ut
ho

rs
 t

he
m

se
lv

es
, f

ir
st

 s
te

ps
 t

ow
ar

ds
 

th
is

 h
av

e 
be

en
 m

ad
e.

 T
ha

t i
s 

no
t t

o 
sa

y 
th

at
 in

 th
ei

r v
is

io
n 

th
er

e 
is

 n
o 

pl
ac

e 
fo

r t
he

 
“g

ra
ss

-r
oo

ts
”.

O
n 

th
e 

qu
es

ti
on

 o
f o

rg
an

is
at

io
n,

 t
he

 a
ut

ho
rs

 p
ro

po
se

 a
 r

ev
am

pe
d 

po
pu

la
r 

fr
on

t, 
si

m
pl

y 
ar

gu
in

g 
th

at
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 o
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
 a

re
 n

ee
de

d 
fo

r 
di

ff
er

en
t 

th
in

gs
, a

nd
 

th
at

 i
t’s

 n
o 

go
od

 f
et

is
hi

si
ng

 o
ne

 p
ar

ti
cu

la
r 

fo
rm

 o
f 

or
ga

ni
sa

ti
on

 o
ve

r 
an

ot
he

r. 
H

ow
ev

er
 t

hi
s 

is
 a

 s
it

ua
ti

on
 w

hi
ch

 a
ris

es
 s

po
nt

an
eo

us
ly

 in
 a

ny
 s

oc
ia

l m
ov

em
en

t 
– 

to
 t

ak
e 

th
e 

ex
am

pl
e 

of
 O

cc
up

y,
 it

 w
as

 n
ot

 ju
st

 h
or

iz
on

ta
lis

t 
af

fin
it

y 
gr

ou
ps

 th
at

 
w

er
e 

in
vo

lv
ed

, b
ut

 a
ls

o 
al

l m
an

ne
r o

f p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ar
ti

es
, m

ed
ia

 g
ro

up
s,

 tr
ad

e 
un

io
ns

, 
et

c.
 T

he
re

 w
as

 n
o 

he
al

th
y 

ec
os

ys
te

m
 a

s 
th

e 
au

th
or

s 
w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
lik

ed
 to

 s
ee

, b
ut

 it
 

w
as

n’
t 

be
ca

us
e 

of
 la

ck
 o

f w
ill

, r
at

he
r 

be
ca

us
e 

al
l t

he
se

 o
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
 c

or
re

sp
on

d 
to

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 a

im
s 

an
d 

m
at

er
ia

l 
in

te
re

st
s.

 F
or

m
s 

of
 o

rg
an

is
at

io
n 

ar
e 

no
t 

ne
ut

ra
l, 

ju
st

 li
ke

 t
he

 s
ta

te
 is

 n
ot

 n
eu

tr
al

. T
hi

s 
is

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 w

hi
ch

 t
he

 c
ap

it
al

is
t 

le
ft

 s
ee

m
s 

to
 s

tr
ug

gl
e 

to
 g

et
 to

 g
ri

ps
 w

it
h.

 A
ff

in
it

y 
gr

ou
ps

, t
ra

de
 u

ni
on

s,
 in

st
it

ut
io

na
l p

ar
ti

es
 

an
d 

th
e 

st
at

e 
ca

nn
ot

 a
ll 

b
e 

ju
st

 r
ep

ur
po

se
d 

to
 a

ch
ie

ve
 a

ny
 g

oa
l d

es
ire

d 
(in

 t
hi

s 
a 

ca
se

 a
 p

os
t-

w
or

k 
fu

tu
re

). 
Th

is
 b

ec
om

es
 e

ve
n 

cl
ea

re
r 

in
 t

he
 e

xa
m

pl
es

 o
f 

th
is

 
“e

co
lo

gy
 o

f 
or

ga
ni

sa
ti

on
s”

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
by

 t
he

 a
ut

ho
rs

 –
 V

en
ez

ue
la

 a
nd

 P
od

em
os

. 
If 

th
e 

so
-c

al
le

d 
Ve

ne
zu

el
an

 c
om

m
un

es
 (

w
hi

ch
 a

t 
be

st
 f

un
ct

io
n 

as
 a

 f
or

m
 o

f 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

or
y 

bu
dg

et
in

g,
 a

t w
or

st
 a

s 
th

e 
lo

ca
l e

nf
or

ce
rs

 o
f t

he
 P

SU
V 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t)

, 
or

 t
he

 c
ro

w
df

un
di

ng
 p

la
tf

or
m

s 
of

 P
od

em
os

 (
de

si
gn

ed
 t

o 
ra

is
e 

fu
nd

s 
fo

r 
it

s 
el

ec
to

ra
l 

ca
m

pa
ig

ns
), 

ar
e 

th
e 

be
st

 e
xa

m
pl

es
 o

f 
a 

he
al

th
y 

“c
ou

nt
er

-h
eg

em
on

ic
 

    
    

    
  R

ev
ie

w
 a

rt
ic

le

ec
os

ys
te

m
” 

th
en

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
 lo

ok
s 

pr
et

ty
 b

le
ak

 in
de

ed
.

In
 it

s l
ac

k 
of

 a
 m

at
er

ia
lis

t u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 o

f o
rg

an
is

at
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
st

at
e,

 th
e 

au
th

or
s,

 
in

 t
he

 t
ra

di
ti

on
 o

f G
ra

m
sc

i, 
fin

d 
th

em
se

lv
es

 s
qu

ar
el

y 
on

 t
he

 s
id

e 
of

 id
ea

lis
m

. I
t 

is
 

no
 s

ur
pr

is
e 

th
en

 th
at

 In
ve

nt
in

g 
th

e 
Fu

tu
re

 p
ut

s 
th

e 
ca

rt
 b

ef
or

e 
th

e 
ho

rs
e:

 it
 w

an
ts

 
to

 g
et

 ri
d 

of
 w

ag
e 

la
b

ou
r b

y 
cr

ea
ti

ng
 a

 n
ew

 p
op

ul
is

t m
et

an
ar

ra
ti

ve
 a

nd
 in

fil
tr

at
in

g 
le

ft
 w

in
g 

pa
rt

ie
s 

– 
w

it
ho

ut
 t

he
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 e
ve

r 
ta

ki
ng

 p
ow

er
, a

nd
 w

it
ho

ut
 t

he
 

ab
ol

it
io

n 
of

 c
ap

it
al

is
t s

oc
ia

l r
el

at
io

ns
.

Re
br

an
di

ng
 S

oc
ia

l D
em

oc
ra

cy

In
ve

nt
in

g 
th

e 
Fu

tu
re

 h
as

 a
lre

ad
y 

m
ad

e 
an

 i
m

pa
ct

 o
n 

th
e 

La
b

ou
r 

le
ft

. 
In

 2
01

5 
Sr

ni
ce

k 
an

d 
W

ill
ia

m
s 

w
er

e 
se

nd
in

g 
co

pi
es

 o
f t

he
 b

oo
k 

to
 th

e 
ne

w
 L

ab
ou

r s
ha

do
w

 
ca

bi
ne

t 
in

 t
he

 h
op

es
 t

ha
t 

it
 w

ou
ld

 h
el

p 
th

e 
La

b
ou

r 
Pa

rt
y 

ad
dr

es
s 

“t
he

 m
os

t 
pr

es
si

ng
 is

su
es

 o
f 

th
e 

21
st

 C
en

tu
ry

”. 
[1

2]
 B

y 
20

16
 t

he
 b

oo
k 

w
as

 p
op

ul
ar

 e
no

ug
h 

in
 L

ab
ou

r 
ci

rc
le

s 
th

at
 S

rn
ic

ek
 w

as
 i

nv
ite

d 
by

 J
oh

n 
M

cD
on

ne
ll 

to
 g

iv
e 

a 
ta

lk
 o

n 
“T

ec
hn

ol
og

y 
an

d 
th

e 
fu

tu
re

 w
or

ld
 o

f 
w

or
k”

 d
ur

in
g 

a 
se

ri
es

 o
f 

pu
bl

ic
 e

ve
nt

s 
on

 
“N

ew
 E

co
no

m
ic

s”
 c

on
ve

ne
d 

by
 th

e 
La

b
ou

r P
ar

ty
. [

13
] I

n 
20

17
 In

ve
nt

in
g 

th
e 

Fu
tu

re
 

go
t 

a 
m

en
ti

on
 in

 a
 r

ep
or

t 
co

m
m

is
si

on
ed

 b
y 

Jo
hn

 M
cD

on
ne

ll 
an

d 
Re

b
ec

ca
 L

on
g-

Ba
ile

y.
 [1

4]
 T

ha
t s

am
e 

ye
ar

 S
rn

ic
ek

 a
ls

o 
ga

ve
 a

 ta
lk

 a
t t

he
 L

ab
ou

r c
on

fe
re

nc
e 

fr
in

ge
 

ev
en

t, 
Th

e 
W

or
ld

 T
ra

ns
fo

rm
ed

. T
hi

s 
co

nv
er

ge
nc

e 
is

 n
ot

 in
ci

de
nt

al
.

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
tw

o 
w

ay
s 

to
 re

ad
 In

ve
nt

in
g 

th
e 

Fu
tu

re
. O

ne
 is

 a
 fa

ir
ly

 in
no

ce
nt

 c
ri

ti
qu

e 
of

 
th

e 
“p

os
t-

68
 le

ft
”, 

an
d 

an
 o

ut
lin

e 
of

 h
ow

 to
 b

ui
ld

 a
 d

es
ir

ab
le

 p
os

t-
ca

pi
ta

lis
t f

ut
ur

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
a 

fla
w

ed
 G

ra
m

sc
ia

n 
fr

am
ew

or
k 

[1
5]

. T
he

 o
th

er
 is

 a
 c

ri
ti

qu
e 

of
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 
se

lf-
ac

ti
vi

ty
, a

nd
 a

 c
al

l f
or

 a
 b

en
ev

ol
en

t 
cl

as
s 

of
 t

ec
hn

oc
ra

ts
 w

ho
 c

an
 g

ra
du

al
ly

 
re

fo
rm

 c
ap

it
al

is
m

 fo
r t

he
 m

as
se

s.
 T

he
 b

oo
k 

is
 w

ri
tt

en
 in

 a
 w

ay
 th

at
 m

ak
es

 it
 s

ee
m

 
lik

e 
th

e 
tw

o 
in

te
rp

re
ta

ti
on

s 
ar

e 
no

t m
ut

ua
lly

 e
xc

lu
si

ve
, w

hi
ch

 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 
re

as
on

 b
eh

in
d 

it
s 

ap
p

ea
l (

na
m

e 
dr

op
p

ed
 in

 th
e 

N
ew

 S
ta

te
sm

an
 a

nd
 th

e 
G

ua
rd

ia
n,

 
th

re
e 

ye
ar

s 
af

te
r 

re
le

as
e 

it
 s

ti
ll 

ea
si

ly
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

in
 h

ig
h 

st
re

et
 b

oo
ks

ho
ps

). 
Th

is
 

m
ix

tu
re

 o
f 

G
ra

m
sc

ia
n 

te
rm

in
ol

og
y 

an
d 

ac
ce

le
ra

ti
on

is
t 

im
ag

er
y 

do
es

 h
av

e 
so

m
e 

ap
pe

al
 a

m
on

g 
th

e 
un

iv
er

si
ty

 e
du

ca
te

d 
le

ft
, a

nd
 c

om
bi

ne
d 

w
it

h 
th

e 
w

ill
in

gn
es

s 
of

 f
ig

ur
es

 s
uc

h 
as

 M
cD

on
ne

ll 
to

 e
ng

ag
e 

w
it

h 
ec

on
om

ic
 id

ea
s 

de
em

ed
 “

cu
tt

in
g-

ed
ge

” o
r “

ra
di

ca
l”

 b
y 

th
e 

m
ai

ns
tr

ea
m

 p
re

ss
, i

t d
oe

s g
iv

e 
Co

rb
yn

’s
 sh

ad
ow

 c
ab

in
et

 a
 

fa
ca

de
 o

f m
od

er
ni

ty
 –

 w
he

th
er

 a
ny

on
e 

in
 th

e 
up

p
er

 e
ch

el
on

s 
of

 th
e 

pa
rt

y 
ac

tu
al

ly
 

ta
ke

 it
 s

er
io

us
ly

 o
r 

no
t, 

it
 h

el
ps

 t
o 

co
un

te
r 

th
e 

pr
op

ag
an

da
 o

f 
th

e 
Co

ns
er

va
ti

ve
 

ri
gh

t t
ha

t a
 L

ab
ou

r g
ov

er
nm

en
t “

w
ou

ld
 ta

ke
 th

e 
co

un
tr

y 
ba

ck
 to

 th
e 

19
70

s”
. 

So
 is

 p
os

t-
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 ju
st

 a
 p

ro
gr

am
m

e 
fo

r 
p

os
t-

ne
ol

ib
er

al
 c

ap
it

al
is

t 
re

st
or

at
io

n?
 

If 
th

e 
po

lit
ic

al
 t

ra
je

ct
or

y 
of

 S
rn

ic
ek

, W
ill

ia
m

s,
 M

as
on

, a
nd

 t
he

 C
or

by
ni

st
 L

ab
ou

r 
m

an
ife

st
o 

is
 a

ny
th

in
g 

to
 g

o 
by

, t
he

n 
ye

s.
 T

he
 a

im
 h

er
e 

is
 to

 g
et

 ri
d 

of
 n

eo
-li

b
er

al
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