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Editorial

Are We Going Back to the 1930s?

ou need to be well over 80 to directly remember anything about the 1930s.

For those in the succeeding generation, the nearest to real experience of that
time was listening to our parents who preferred to forget about them. Tales of
the Means Test, of going hungry, lacking shoes, not being able to afford a doctor
and the shadow of unemployment and war are not the stuff of bedtime stories.
The impact of that on their consciousness could be a discussion all on its own.
However it does raise the question about how historical experience, whether
we like it or not, shapes our current perceptions and outlook. It might be worth
examining this methodological issue before we get into the comparison of the
1930s with today.

History Lessons

Many people know the famous opening of Marx’s article “The 18th Brumaire of
Louis Napoleon” in which he alleges “Hegel remarks somewhere that all great
world-historic facts and personages appear, so to speak, twice. He forgot to add the
first time as tragedy the second time as farce”. Leaving aside the issue that Hegel
did not actually say this, it remains a great image which has been deployed many
times (and often by ourselves) to make comparisons between historical events.
What Marx goes on to add though is more significant for our discussion today:

The tradition of all past generations weighs like a nightmare upon the brains of
the living. At the very time when they appear to be engaged in revolutionising
things and themselves, in bringing about what never was before, at such very
epochs of revolutionary crisis do they anxiously conjure up into their service the
spirits of the past, assume their names, their battle cries, their costumes to enact
a new historic scene in such time-honoured disguise and with such borrowed
language.

There is a warning for us here about the use, and abuse, of history. We cannot
avoid history - it is the collective memory of humanity and, apart from our direct
personal experience, it is the only basis for informed thinking about the future we
have to go on. We can though be misled in our interpretation of it since we try to
look at history through the discernible patterns of the past. This runs the danger
that we don’t always grasp the significance of what is new in the epoch we live
in. Something may be happening which we are unaware of but which sets a new
pattern for the future.

We have a concrete example of this in our own past. In the 1970s the ideas of
the communist left first came to the UK. This itself was no historical accident as
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Our Pamphlets

The Platform of the Internationalist Communist Tendency 70p
Revised English version (including postage in UK)

For Communism £4
An Introduction to the Politics of the CWO

Class Consciousness and Revolutionary Organisation £3
“Consciousness” is one of the most important issues for the working class and for
revolutionaries. Our approach is unashamedly historical and attempts to draw out
the real experience of the working class in its struggles of the last two centuries.

Trotsky, Trotskyism, Trotskyists £3

How Trotsky, who made an enormous contribution to revolutionary practice,
ended up giving his name to a movement which returned to the counter-
revolutionary errors of Social Democracy.

Stalin and Stalinism £1

The lie that the former USSR was “really existing socialism” remains a potent
weapon against the working class. Here we examine the origins of the regime that
came out of the defeat of the October Revolution as well as the motivations of
Stalinism.

Holocaust and Hiroshima 50p
Examines how the nature of imperialist warfare comes to inflict mass murder on
the world through an examination of these seminal events.

Capitalism and the Environment (by Mauro Stefanini) £1
Translated from Prometeo these show that our late comrade was ahead of his time
in analysing the unsustainability of capitalist production.

Spain 1934-39: From Working Class Struggle to Imperialist
War £3

Reprint of key CWO articles long out of print and translations of contemporary
documents from the Italian Left in exile. New introduction.

Platform of the Committee of Intesa 1925 £3
The start of the Italian Left’s fight against Stalinism as Fascism increased its grip.

South Africa’s New Turmoil £2

Analysis of class relations in the period after the fall of apartheid thrown into relief
by the strike wave which followed the Marikana massacres.
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